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THE 


TRANSLATOR’S PREFACE.' 

r J' , HE Englilh language, which can boaft 
’ an hiftory of alrrioR every nation, poffefTes 
not 'a complete one of the Turks. Among 
the many excellent hiftoridns of the prefent 
day, it is furprifing that not one of them has 
employed his pen on the fubjedTof this ex- 
tenfive empire. Id order to fill up the chafm, 
I hav’e ventured to give a tranflation of a 
hiftory by abbot Mignot, 4 ' which, for ftyle, 
authorities, and arrangement, is univerfally 
allowed to be the beft that has made its ap¬ 
pearance in any language. The accefs which, 
the author had to the king of France’s repo- 
fitory of foreign affairs, through favor of the 
duke of Choifeul, furnifhed him with the 
moll authentic and interefting accounts of the 
Ottomans, and which muft neceffarily confer 
on his hiftory a fuperiority over every other 
that has yet been publifhed. The valuable 
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memoirs of baron Tott which have lately 
appeared, with the very important refharks 
on them by Mr. De PeyfTonnel, late French- 
conful general at Smyrna* are corroborating, 
proofs of the truth of the accounts given in 
this hiftory of the laws* manners, ’ cuftoms, 
finances, and military force of this great 
nation. 

As abbot Mignot is the nephew of the 
celebrated Voltaire, it is natural to fuppofe 
that his work underwent the examination of 
his unde, prior to its publication, more par¬ 
ticularly as it was printed before the death of 
that extraordinary genius, at which time the 
abbot copied, by his uncle’s permiffipn, his 
account of Charles XlL’s reception in 
Turkey. 

HoCv far the Englifh tranflator has done 
juftice to the French original, muftbeleft to 
the determination of the public. 


THE, 



iVf. (1- 


T H E 

AUTHOR’S PREFACE, 


'J'HQUGH the Turks are regarded as bar¬ 
barians, an opinion perhaps not deftitute 
of foundation, I thought the knowledge of 
a great people, whofe pofleflions extend over 
three parts of the world, and who have pof- 
feffed an important influence over the politics 
of the whole ftate of Europe, would be an 
interefting fubjed to the lovers of hiftory, 
and that, in order to obtain a thorough know¬ 
ledge of mankind, it was requilite to be ac¬ 
quainted with their tranfadions. Naturalifts 
obferve all the fpecies of animals from the 
elephant to the hand-worm, from the tiger 
to the dove. The differences that religion, 
climate, laws, government, may, have intro¬ 
duced among mankind, merit the attention 
of thofe' who are defirous of fludying human 
iiature; the more the manners and genius or 
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a people differ from ours, the more it is ne- 
ceffary to examine them, were it only to 
convince ourfelves, that man is every where 
the fame, and that all thefe diffimilarities, 
however important, may very well conftitutc 
the character of a nation, but never influence 
human nature taken in its phyfiCal fenfej, that 
the laws and variety of manners no more 
change our difpofitions, than the different 
fafhions of our garments alter the forms of 
our bodies. The hiftory of i the Turks fur- 
nifhes as many conquefls, .fewer laws, lefs 
order, more revolutions, more profcriptions, 
and, upon the whole, more bloodshed, than 
that of any other people j but we perceive 
in it the fanie interefts, paffidns, crimes, ta- 
lents, and virtues, as influence every other 
-part of the globe. 

When it fhall be known that I am ignorant 
of the oriental.^.languages, my undertaking 
perhaps will be thought prefumptuous. As 
it is eflential for an hiftorian to gain the conr 
fidence of his .readers for their particular in- 
tereft, I fhould give mine an account of the 
fources from whence I have drawn my in¬ 
formation . Befides the well- known authors, 

fuch 
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foch J as Leunclavius, Ducas, the annals of 
the fultans, trardlated by Gaudier, Calcon- 
dilus and his COntinuators, prince Cantimip, 
Sagredo, Ricaut, the. count of Maffigli, 
-(whofeideas I have far ffom implicitly adopt¬ 
ed) Baudouin^ Boffio for the hiltory of Malta, 
the memoirs of MontecvicuUi,' thofeof prince 
Eugene, the hiftory of Sobiefki ^by abbot 
Coier, I have had the-good-fortune to find 
affiftances which I had no reafon to expeft ; 
they have determined me to undertake this 
\york, of which, to fpeak properly* I am no¬ 
thing more than the compiler. Mr. Cardonne, 
feCretary interpreter to the king of France for 
the oriental languages, and profeffor of the 
Arabic tongue in the royal college, who has 
ferved the court, and the French commerce, 
in quality-of druggerman, in feveral Turkilh 
ports during - twenty years, has taken the pain 
to t ran Hate the moft interefting and inftrudlive 
parts of the three Turkifh annalifts, Naima 
Efifendi, Rachid Effendi, and Tchelebi Zade, 
which commence in the year 1594 of the 
Chriftian aera* and finilh in 1727. He has 
been fo obliging as to let me fee his manu¬ 
script before it was depofited in the king’s 
library. Mr. Bejault, keeper of the manu- 

fcripts 
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fcripts of this library, has likewife been fo 
kind as to intruft me with feveral tranflations 
of Turkifh originals, which contain intereft- 
ing parts of their hiftory. Baron Tott, the 
fon of a : Hungarian nobleman, fent by the 
king of France to the Porte, and who has him- 
felf.been intruded with affairs in that court, 
on fetting out to execute other commiffipris, 
has left me th,e remarks which a fifteen year* 
refidence at Gonftantinople, a fpirit of ob¬ 
servation, and a knowledge of the Turkifh 
language, had enabled him to make, 

. These lights, fo ufeful for my purpofe, 
have made me anxious for the acquifition of 
more. I have taken the liberty of foliciting 
the duke of Choifeul, for permiffion to con- 
fult the correfpondence of all the French 
ambaffadors at the Porte, which is lodged in 
the repofitory of foreign affairs. The ge¬ 
nerous protection which this minifter has 
conftantly given to literature and to truth, 
has prevailed on him to grant my requeft. 
I have found in thefe manufcripts the njoft 
circumftantiated, mofl interefting, and leaf! 
iufpeCted details. For near two fucceeding 
centuries, the.ambaffadors have given an ac¬ 
count 
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count to their court, not only of the great 
events which have happened at the Porte, 
but eVen of the caufes and the confequences 
of thefe events. We fee- thefe ministers ad 
the moft important parts in almoft all the 
negociations of the Porte with the other 
powers ) and when they were idle fpe&ators, 
they considered themfelves" only as more 
obliged to examine the force, thejnterefls, 
the intentions even of the power to whom 
they were fent; they penetrated by addrefs 
and money into the cabinets of the viziers, 
and even into the council of the feraglio, in 
order that their mafter might be p'erfeftly 
informed of what could interest him dire&ly 
of indire&ly. Thefe difpatches have difco- 
yered to me, more than any thing elfe, the 
genius, the force, the refources, the manners, 
of that nation I was deSirous to defcriBe. I 
have reaped every poffible advantage from 
this refource by a long and laborious appli¬ 
cation in refearcbes in the repofitory of fo¬ 
reign affairs. It has given me hopes of dif¬ 
fusing an intereft in my recitals. I Shall 
have the merit at leaSt of having fought after 
the truth, with all the attention, all the care, 
and all the impartiality, that could be ex¬ 
pected 



vnt 


P R E F A C E. 


pe&ed from one, whofe aim has been’ to gain 
inftrudtions for himfelf as well as others. 

I well know there are a great many unbe¬ 
lievers in hiftory. Some writers, who, dif-c 
gufted with tirefome refearches, have been 
defirousof reporting interefting fables, ra¬ 
ther than real fa&s, may have authorifed this, 
miftruft. As to myfelf, I dare alfert, that I 
have written nothing that has not received 
the ftritteft examination, and that I have 
taken more pains to guard againft error, than 
the infidel hiftorians have to conceal it. 

After the great exadtnefs of this extenfive 
narrative, in which I have endeavoured to 
include nothing that was not worthy a rela¬ 
tion, I fubmit my work. entirely to the 
judgment of my readers. To direct their 
opinion is, in my mind, to anticipate their 
rights. I write a hiftory, and not a dif- 
fertation. 


ANT HISTORICAL 



HISTORICAL DISCOURSE 


O N 

MAHOMET and his SUCCESSORS. 


T he Arabians, an ancient people, de¬ 
fended from Ilhmael according toforae 
writers, forgot by degrees the God of 
their forefathers. Ignorance and weaknefs led them 
into fuperftition, from fuperftition. into idolatry. 
Being left to the light of their reafon, at firft they 
Worlhipped the liars j to thefe alone they confider- 
ed themfelves indebted for the fruits of the earth; 
in a little time they made themfelves idols of a 
workmarilhip equally rude with their arts. Be¬ 
fore the time of Mahomet, this was only an ig¬ 
norant nation, which immenfe deferts and the fea, 
by feparating it from the reft of mankind, had 
Concealed from the avidity of conquerors, or kept 
from their dominion. The whole world almoft 
at that time was immerfed in barbarifm; even 

b Chriftianity 
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Chriftianity had not foftened men’s manners, 
and the bofom of the Church was torn by dif¬ 
ferent feds and herefies. The Jews, fcattered 
over the face of the earth, equally the contempt 
of every nation where they went to, enrich them- 
felves, ftill poffefled fome hamlets on the confines 
of Arabia. The Egyptians, the Greeks, and the 
Romans, fucceflively the luminary or the terror 
of the univerfe, were little better than barba¬ 
rians and, if there were any people free on the 
earth, it was becaufe no one had poffdfed the 
courage or the talents neceflary to enflave them. 

Such was particularly the ftate of Arabia, 
when the empire of Mahomet, or rather that of 
the caliphs,- arofe. The falfe prophet laid only 
the foundation: his daring hands were aided by, 
others ftill more induftrious, who gave this cdi- 
fice the dimenfions and folidity requtfite for. its 
elevation and duration. 

Mahomet, born at Mecca the 5th of May, in 
the year of Jefus Chrift 570, of poor parents, 
though of confideration among the firft of his 
tribe, loft in his tender infancy both father and 
mother. He was endowed by nature with ex¬ 
terior graces, great courage, and an immoderate, 
ambition j but he was obliged, through poverty, 
to feck a livelihood by driving camels. He 
ferved feveral matters among his countrymen ; 
at length he fettled with a rich widow, called 
Cadiija. His attention and agreeable mien 

attracted 
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attracted- this woman, who, charmed with her 
fervant, prefently conferred on him her hand, 
Mahomet was twenty-five years old when he was 
fo fortunate as to pieafe his miftrefs. He foon 
became one of the richeft citizens in Mecca, 
Cadisja’s palfion increafed by pdffeffioh ; Maho¬ 
met always treated her with that attention which 
gratitude feemed to" require of himj and though 
Ihe was older than her hufband, he took no other 
wife during her life. 

Mahomet, ’till’ he had reached, his fortieth 
year, appeared occupied only about his com¬ 
merce, and in contributing to the happinefs and 
welfare of his benefadtrefs ; but his ambition 
gathered ftrength in this obfcurityj he was illi¬ 
terate, it is faid, but affuredly he did not want 
talents. This camel-driver aimed at the fub- 
jedtion of his country. His anceftors had been 
at the head of the fenate of Mecca, and one of 
his paternal uncles was flill the chief of his tribe j 
there. ' Mahomet would not have been contented 
with the premier rank where there were others 
that were his equals; he muft have fubjedts, and 
even flaves. A Jew, with whom he had frequent 
conferences, and a Neftorian monk, expelled 
from his cloifter, whom Mahomet met with in 
his Syrian journeys, perfbaded him to fubjugate 
mankind by opinion, and to lay the foundation 
of a new religion at Mecca. Mahomet had' a 
great deal of audacity; his companions invented, 

b 2 and 
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and he charged himfelf with the execution. 
Educated in the moft profound ignorance, he 
had the boldnefs all of a fudden to declare him¬ 
felf a prophet. His matters, who patted for his 
difciples, .compofed a confufed medley of the 
Chriftian and Jewilh religions; threw fome 
fparks of truth into an abyfs of obfcurity; agreed 
tp announce a God eternal, incorporeal, infinite, 
fource of all perfection and juftice, a God who 
rewards and punifhes, to thefe graft idolaters^ 
who had been able to make for themfelves, only 
Gods infenfible and deaf. 

Mahomet and his accomplices promifed them-, 
felves much from the weight which evidence 
has on all mankind ; but they meant to make 
ufe of truth, only to deceive with more certainty, 
A worlhip fimple and pure would never have 
procured the impoftor a throne; he would be 
king, legiflator, and prophet j it was therefore 
necefiary, in Order to captivate, to have recourfe 
to what was marvellous. The Jew furnilhed 
hipn with all the reveries of the Talmud; he 
perfuaded him likewife to feign revelations, ex- 
tacies, and eonverfations with God. Mofes 
and Jefus Chrift, he faid, had been fent as 
prophets one after another, to enlighten man¬ 
kind ; bu£ mankind had forfaken their ways* 
Mahomet, a greater prophet than either of them, 
affefted^ more extenfive million; he was come 
tp announce greater truths. It was neceflary to 

feduce, 
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feduce, and the impoftor opened to his profelytes 
a Paradife of delights. 

The Arabians, more lenfual than any other 
people, were captivated by the fenfes. Mahomet 
offered them a felicity, -fuch as they could com¬ 
prehend. and delire. Women, whofe beauty was 
unfading, and who would never grow old ■, de¬ 
licious gardens, a climate always temperate, a 
pure air, woods, fountains, meadows, evergreen 
trees, flowers exhaling a thoufand perfumes, 
fruits of an exquifite tafte, in lhort, all the de¬ 
lights- of a terreftrial Paradife, difplayed in em¬ 
phatic defcriptions, prefented to the inhabitants 
of burning Arabia the moft pleafing images, and 
an idea of happinefs, fuch as ignorant people 
could paint to their imagination.. Polygamy, 
which Mahomet authorifed by his law, contri¬ 
buted greatly to its propagation; as he was 
defirous of'reigning by force, he obliged the 
feebler fex to put up with an unjpft lot, in order 
to procure himfelf profelytes, and particularly 
foldiers, a fort of apoftles, on whom he relied 
ftill more than on the reveries of the Alcoran.* 
In order to adapt his law to the manners, wants, 
and defires of his countrymen, frequent walhings, 
which are highly neceffary among the burning 
heats and arid fands of Arabia, were ordered in 
the Alcoran as a practice indifpenfable,§ 

This 

* Al Coran figniiies, the fcripture by excellence. 

§ As the Muflulme.o think to recover their purity by walhings, they-have 
fccoprfe to them feveral times a day, before they go to prayer. 
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This book, which Muffulmen confider a® 
the only one divine, was neither compofed by 
the fame hand, nor at the fame time. The dif- 
order and inequality which reign throughout, 
and the perpetual medley of maxims and faClaf 
which oppofe one another, prove that different 
circumftances and neceflities were the occafion 
of each chapter. Whenever it was neceflary to 
prevent fome contradiction, or do away fome pre¬ 
judice, the Angel Gabriel brought an order on 
purpofe from God. The collection of thefe 
chapters was not made ’till after the death of 
Mahomet. 

Meanwhile the prophet’s million manifefted it- 
felf by degrees. His relations and flaves were his 
firft difciples. Cadisja, his wife, had no difficulty 
to believe him a prophet whom Hie locked upon 
already as a God, But Mahomet experienced at 
firft in the bolbm of his country, the perfections 
which every novator muft expeCk. He called 
himfelf the envoy of God and the inftrument of 
his power. His republican countrymen' had no 
inclination to acknowledge a matter, more ab- 
folute than the moft powerful potentate. It was 
ftill much worfe when he pretended to have had, 
like Mofes, conventions with God, and wanted 
to give his new. difciples the relation of his pre¬ 
tended journey into the leven Heavens. 

This abfurd fiCtion, made, according to Ma¬ 
homet and his friends, to give him, among the 

Mecchefe, 
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Mecchefe, all the marks of legiflator and envoy 
from God, irritated at firft the fmall number of 
fenflble people, who faw only difgufting puerilities 
in a fable fo badly made-; but it enraged ftill 
more the multitude, jealous of. their liberty, 
which tbe prophet attacked, and of their idolatry, 
which he Wanted to fubvert. And indeed, An¬ 
gels with feventy-fcwo heads, in the mouth of each, 
of which were feventy-two tongues, who fpoke all 
at the fame time each feventy-two different lan¬ 
guages; a celeftial fpirit in the human form of 
fuch a prodigious fize, that the diftance ftom one 
eye to - the other was [ninety 3 days journey; a 
cock, .whofe feet refted on the fecond Heaven, 
who hid his head in the third, at the diftance of 
five: hundred days journey the one from the 
other, and whofe crowing was heard by every 
living. creature except man: fo many:wonders 
of this nature would have enchanted ignorant, 

' enthuflaftic Idolaters, if other abfurdities, which 
had been longer refpefted, had- not been con¬ 
tradicted' by them. 

- Pe that as it may, Mahomet’s moft zealous 
difciples were foon driven from Mecca, and fled 
to Medina, a town of Arabia, about two hundred 
and ten miles from Mecca. Notwithftanding 
his flight, Mahomet’s family fupported his in- 
tcreft for fomc time in his country. Medina was 
full of Jews and Chriftians, who had fome autho¬ 
rity there. The latter being informed that 

there 
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there was a man perfecuted at Mecca for having 

attempted to fubvert the idols, for having an* 

nounced a God infinite and incorporeal, a God 

who rewards good a&ions and punilhes bad ones, 

for having faid that Jefus was the envoy of God* 

fon of the virgin Mary, they thought, or rather 

hoped, to find a fupportef of Chriftianity, 

in him, who thought only of its fubverfion* 

Several Medinefe haftened to Mecca, where Ma- 
% 

hornet was tolerated with difficulty through the 
'Credit of fome powerful relations, who, without 
believing him a prophet, protetted his impofture. 
It was in favor of thefe abufed Chriftians, that we 
fee thofe encomiums on Chriftianity in the firft 
chapters of the Alcoran. Mahomet invented the 
faft called the ramazan, in order to imitate the lent 
of the Chriftians,* as he borrowed of the Jews, 
or even of the Arabians, who likewife ufed it, 
the circumcifion,N the gift of tenths, which he 
bellowed on the poor, and the abftinence from 
fwine’s flelh. The Muflulmen (till obferve the 
ramazan with as much aufterity as the Faithful 
their lent in the Roman catholic church j for 
they take no kind of food ’till after fun-fet, even 
when this lunar month happens in the longeft 
days of the fummer. As to the gift of tenths, it 

bcin^j 

* The ramazan is the ninth month of the Turkiih year. As their year 
is compofed of twelve lunar months, and is confequently near eleven days 
l#Ts than the folar, this month falls fuccefiively on all the fcafons of the 
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being a voluntary aft, many find means to* evade 
it, though in general the Muffulmen are very 
charitablei 

Mahomet fdon made profdytes of thefe loveri 
of novelty, who knew, very little of; the religion 
of their forefathers. Many Chriftians of Me¬ 
dina took the oaths to him, as the envoy of God 
and their lawful fpver.eign. From that time the 
impoftor determined on uniting the; priefthopd 
and the empire ; he thought,, with reafon, that 
the two fworjis,,would have more force in the 
fame hand. The blind zeal with which his fol¬ 
lowers devoted themfelves to him raifed up the 
hatred of the -Mecchefe, who faw, with terror* 
a: monarchy failing; among them on the foun¬ 
dation of fanaticifm : they attempted the life of 
Mahomet, become too powerful to be punifhed 
as a commonCriminal; the prophet’s houfe was 
inverted; he fled/ leaving Ali, his coufm and 
one of his firft difciples, in the chamber where 
the Mfecchefe thought to take him. 

Several parties puriued the prophet from Mec¬ 
ca. Being hidden in a cavern on the Medina 
road, he pretended afterward to have efcaped 
by a miracle the featch of his enemies. Tra¬ 
dition fays, that in the middle of a thick old 
foreft, trees fprang up all of a fudden from the 
earth, to fpread their branches over the entrance 
>of the prophet’s retreat; that fpiders webs, hang¬ 
ing from thefe trees, perfuaded his purfuers, 

o without 
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Without doubt negligent or credulous, that no 
Qne had palled that way for a long time. This 
was the prodigy which the impoftor thought to 
oppofe to chafe' who demanded fupernatural 
proofs of his* million ; .but he foon found means 
to provide himfelf with-more convincing ones. 
His party increafed at Medina;-he reduced- by 
forte of arms thlstown, in which at firft he had 
ftemed to afk only a place of fhelter ; he exacted 
from his prolely tes a folemn oath, to fpread by 
fire and fword the Muffulrrian faith, or Iflamiftn i 
this word fignifies in Arabic, the true faith. *05 J 
■. Mahomet,; being eftablifhed in Medina, built 
^ mofquej*. and; made a regular ’form of worfhip. 
He explained his law himfelf, and faid public 
prayers every day.^ After having fought the 
Arabians without the city, wkxwere united, in 
troops agairift him, and given the example of 
Carnage agairift caravans, which he lay wait for 
near the walls of Medina, he returned into the 
mofque, bleffedthe people with his bloody hands > 
and exhorted them to maffacre Infidels, in order 
to offer agreeable facrifices to God. Two dog¬ 
mas, often, repeated by Mahomet,: contributed to 
render his foldiers formidable. Firft, no one, 
according to the Alcoran, can efcape his deftiny ? 

all 


* This is the name which Mahomet gave His temples. 

* $ p«M«c prayers are laid before fun-rifing, and after fun-fct. Two 
•them may be U id apart, at noon, gad before fvur-ict, and athird in the 
sight, before the firft watch. 
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all predeftination is inevitable { and the man, 
whole days are not complete, will receive unhurt 
a fhower of arrows from a whole army: when 
he, whofe fatal term is arrived, fhall never efcape 
■death by any precaution whatfoever: thus, the 
true Muflulmen abufe the principle of God’s 
jsrefcience, and don’t think themfelves in mdre 
danger in the moll: bloody battle, than at an 
entertainment, or in their beds. Their fecond 
incitement to courage is the folemn promife of 
the prophet, that jthofe, who are killed fighting 
againft the Infidels# fhall be martyrs, and ad¬ 
mitted into the , Farad ife of delights, whatever 
crimes they may have committed. Men ftrongly 
prepoffefled with fuch errors muft needs be in¬ 
vincible, Mahomet’s fuccefiors profited infinitely 
more than iheir prophet by this fanguinary en-‘ 
thufiafm, which raifed ferocious foldiers to the 
rank of apoftles and martyrs, and compelled all 
thofe that were deaf to perfuafion. 

Mahomet had loft his wife, before he left 
Mecca. He married his only remaining daugh¬ 
ter by his dear Cadisja to his coufin Ali. She 
was called Fatima. It is from her this numerous, 
pofterity of men is defcended who are all called 
emirs, and who, in the Mahometan countries, 
have alone the privilege of wearing green tur¬ 
bans, as defendants of the prophet. After the 
death of Cadisja, Mahomet’s paflion for women 
appeared without conftraiut. He firft married 

c a Aiefa, 
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Aiefa, the daughter of Abubeker, one of his flrft 
difciples, and who was his immediate fucceflor. 
Aiefa was as yet but a child : nature is exceffively 
forward in the burning Arabia, particularly in re- 
fpe£t to puberty. Mahomet did not confunrtmate 
his marriage ’till a year after, when Aiefa had at¬ 
tained her ninth year j and, before that period, 
the prophet , took a great liking to the wife of 
Zeid, formerly his Have, and fince his adopted 
fon. 

This circumftance rendered Mahomet’s pro¬ 
ceedings inceftuous in the eyes of the Arabians, 
who confidered the laws of adoption asjfacred as 
thofe of nature, and abhorred inceft greatly. 
The impoftor procured from Heaven a chapter 
of the Alcoran, which confecrated this crime. 
Zeid repudiated his wife with joy; he loved, he 
rdpefted Mahomet, beyond every other confi- 
deration. The falfe prophet made ufe of the 
authority of the Alcoran to have publicly fifteen 
wives at a time, though he allowed his followers 
but four.* The aijthor of the law knew how to 

form 


* The rigid Muflulmen take only four wives or female Haves; others take , 
four lawful wives, and as many female flaves as their fortunes will fupport. 
Neverthelefs, the major part have but one wife, owing to the difficulty of 
maintaining a greater number. Divorces, though allowed the Muffulmen, 
are rather uncommon op account of the conditions prefcribed by the Maho¬ 
metan laws. They may repudiate their wives, and take them again, as 
often as three times; but the third time, they mplt marry another man, 
fleep v/ith him, and be repudiated, before they return to their firft hufband. 
When the repudiated-wife is not guilty of incontinency, her buiband reftorec 

hjr 
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form it to his weaknefles : that which Mahomet 
had all his life time for the fair-fex can only be 
equalled by his ambition. Not contented with 
fuch a number of wives, he could not refill the 
fight of feveral fine (laves that his profelytes 
brought him from all parts, or that he took in 
war. Having been caught with a young female 
captive by two of his wives; in order to ftifle their 
reproaches, he inferred in his Alcoran a permiffion 
for every Muffulman to make ufe of his Haves. s 
This inconftant hufband was not fecure from 
a fort of vengeance which his conduct deemed to 
authorife from bis irritated wives. Aisfft, whom 
he loved beyond all the rdH, was caught in adul¬ 
tery. The haughty prophet, every way fenfible 
of the affront, was not at a lofs how to conceal 
it: he had again recourfe to the voice of God. 
The Alcoran declared Aiefa innocent; but, to 
prevent in future even the fufpicion of fuch a 
crime, another chapter forbade all the MufTul- 
men, efpecially the prophet’s friends; ever to 
fpeak to his wives,' or to flop in his houfe, 
cither after repaft, or in his abfence. It is prin¬ 
cipally owing to the condudl of Ai^a, the jea- 
loufy of Mahomet, and his contempt for a^ex 
to whom his paffions made him Submit in ipite 
• of 

her portion to her, and is obliged to give her a dower. When it is the wife 
;who requires the divorce, on account of impotency, bad treatment, or the 
refufal of conjugal devoirs, fl»e lofe9 her dower. The children born of 
lawful wives, or of concubines, are equally legitimate, and inherit all tht 
Omc. The girls however have only half the portion of the boys. 
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of hittifelf, that the Mahometan women are in¬ 
debted for all the rigours which the Alcorn 
prefcribes them? After the example and ac¬ 
cording to the precepts of their legiflator, the 
Mufiulmen ufe their wives as fome favage Ido¬ 
laters do their domeftic Gods: they load them 
with prefents, fhut them up, praife, mifufe, and 
adore them.f 

Mahomet has not carried the&bfurdity, as fome 
writers haVe'accufed him, fo far as to deny a foul 
to that fex whom he leerried to love arid hate in 
the fame breath. He promifes, both to the men > 
and womift, punifhments arid rewards i« the 
world to come. In entering deeply into tht 
fpirit of .the Alcoran, we dearly perceive that 
thefe pleafures of the fenies, of which Mahomet 
prefents fych a number of pleafing images, are 
only the additional felicity of his ele£t. The 
fight of him, who beftows all thefe things, is 
better than the things themfelvCs, fay the devout 
Muffulmeri: to enjoy the prefence of God then 
muft be the principle of their felicity. Hell, in 
the Alcoran, is, by the reafon of contraries, a 
place of phyfical fuffering, defcribed with as much 
energy as Paradife. But thefe punifhments will 

be 

f Cum viros muricnbas* pracefle Deo placult, ut iplx corrigant cas cum 
fuibus ( fuam expenderent pecuniam, ipfeqye Dqum invocent, et maritit 
pareant, er eorum fecreta fibi commifia celent jus sequum poftulat. Quae 
£ forte praecepta non obfervaverint, a vobis corre&se et caftigatae in domibui 
lectifve detentae verberentur, ufquequo vcftrb nutibus at<}ue pjeccptis parcwit* 
C?*ap. ix*, intituled /fcsara de ,Muf. ' 
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be eternal, only for thofe who feaVe-not-been 
Muftulmen. The true Be}ievers.(it isjftus Ma¬ 
homet terms them) will expi ate their crimes 
by punrfhraents mote or lefs lifting,' more or lefs 
rigorous i and, after expiations proportionable to 
their offences, they will enjoy the reward of theitr 
faith. ’ -.t.rjo . 

One of the mo& eflehtiai and rnoft tranfgreffeel 
of Mahomet’s laws is-'ihe abfolute prohibition to 
drink wine. Its ufewaS more dangerous in Ara¬ 
bia than any otherclimate. The Arabians, more 
fufceptible of drunkennefs, on account of the heat 
of their blood, and the Ifrength of the liquor, 
more fermented than in- any other country, aban¬ 
doned themfelves, without referve, to a pleafiire 
that almoft always became fatal. Inebriation 
would, have hurt fubsrdination, the-effenee of 
Mahometanifin, and that exterior gravity which ' 
the prophet Required from his followers; Thofe* 
Who have Colledted the principal paflages of the 
life of Mahomet, • relate, that, as he was palling 
through a village in Arabia, he faw an aflembly 
of peafants, heated with wine, celebrating a wed¬ 
ding'; they appeared all in the greateft 'gaiety 
and on; the beft of terms; they laughed, they 
embraced each other: the joy and concord of 
thefe happy people drew the attention• of the- 
prophet, who amufed himfelf fome time with the/ 
fight; but the evening of the fame day, as he 
repaved through the place, he faw the earth co¬ 
vered 
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vered with blobd, and was told thit all this gaiety 
had changed into a quarrel* in which federal of 
them had loft their lives, and that thefe people* 
fo gay and peaceable, were become irreconcileable 
enemies. From that inftant, they fay, Mahomet 
refolved to forbid the ufe of wine to all his pro- 
felytes. In order to give more weight to this 
law, it was nCcelfary to relate abfurdities* which, 
to the Arabians, were miracles. 

According to the Alcoran, two Angels, de¬ 
fended from Heaven on earth, in human forms* 
flopped at a young beautiful widow’s to requeft 
of her a retreat. During the repaft, ihe prefented 
them with wine they drank of it to fuch excels* 
that, forgetting the laws of decency and hofpi- 
tality, they attempted to ravilh this woman who 
had fo generolifly entertained them. The widow, 
after a long refiftance, promifed, if they would 
carry her to Heaven, lhe would grant every thing 
on her return. The Angels confented j but, as 
foon as lhe was arrived there, lhe complained to 
kod of the incontinence of thefe two fots, who, 
to allay their fire, were condemned to be fuf- 
pended by the feet in Hell ’till thelaftday .of 
judgmerft, when their penitence is to end. 
This is but a fmall fample of the fables of the 
Alcoran. It was with fimilar hiftories, and nu¬ 
merous armies, that fo many millions of men, 
and fo many empires, were fubjugated. 


After. 
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xvii 


After the hegrra*, that is, after the flight to 
Medina, Mahomet turned his whole attention to 
the extending of his law by force of arms. Per¬ 
plexed with the numerous difficulties which fur- 
rounded him, he fold his difciples, that he 
was not come to cfrfpUte but to fight that the 
power of God, which he announced, ought to be 
manifefted by the courage of his minifters, and' 
by rapid fuccefles. 

The arms of the prophet were, more powerful 
than his fermons. All his neophytes became 
foldiers. The hope of a rich booty, or an eternity 
of delights, fbon ranged a vaft number of people 
under his ftahdarcf. The impoftor made himfelf 
formidable to his countrymen of Mecca. After 
much blood fpilt, and the taking of feveral towns, 
the Mecchefe concluded a truce for ten years, 
during which the prophet was to have liberty 
to come unarmed in pilgrimage to their temple. 
This temple, built, according to an ancient tradi¬ 
tion, by Ifhmael, was universally revered j a black 
ftorre waS particularly venerated there, which 
the Angels, aS they faid, had brought white to 
that edifice, and the fins of mankind had 
' d blackened. 


* 'This Mahometan epoch begins Friday the 16th of July 622 i their 
year is oftwelve lunar months, and has 354 days, 8 hours, 48 minutes; fo 
that 33 of our years make 34 of theirs and 6 days. It is this epoch which 
has rendered Friday the folemn day of the week among the Mufiulmen, as 
Sunday is among the Chriftians, and Saturday among the Jews. This 
choice moreover agreed with the ufage of the Arabians, who had their 
aTiemblie'o dn that day. 
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blackened. Though in procers of time the 
temple of Mecca had been filled with idols, 
Mahomet proclaimed that he was fent, not to 
eftablilh a new law, but to reform that which the 
Idolaters had polluted, and wilhed to honor 
more and more this facred edifice which had been 
To long revered. He made a pilgrimage thither, 
and facrificed fixty-three camels, being the num¬ 
ber of years he had lived, which, joined to the 
thirty-feven facrificed by Ali, made the number 
a hundred*. He performed exterior ceremonies 
there, which became as many precepts for his 
difciples. He ordered, that every Muffulman 
fliould vifit the temple of Mecca, at lead: once 
in his life. This temple was called the Caaba, 
which, in Arabic, fignifies Square. 

The great care which Mahomet took to render 
Mecca the chief, place of his religion, fhould have 
convinced its inhabitants that he would neglect 
nothing to poflefs himfelf of if. His arms be¬ 
came more formidable every day; and when he 
loft a battle, which feldom happened, the prophet 
attributed the want of fuccefs to the fins of his 

foldiers, 

* Befides the Sacrifices which the Mulfuimen make in their pilgrimage t* 
Mecca, they make others liketoife in expiation and in actions of grace. 
Tbefe facrifices are generally of fiieep by the rich, and of doves by the poos. 
Mahomet borrowed thefe ceremonies from the Arabians, or the Jews. But 
he changed the deftination of the facrificed flelh. Among the Jews it turned 
*° the profit of the prieils, or was confumed it honor of the Deity. The 
Mahometan pilgrims make merry together on the facrificed fleih in their 
journey from Mecca, and distribute the furplus to the indigent. In their 
•tbcr facrifices, all the facrificed flelh is distributed, to thole who are ij» want. 
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foldiers, who, he alferted, were always purified by 
the blood which they fpilt, but whofe fins were 
ftill the caufe of his failure. He Owed'to this 
perfuafion, and efpecially to the weakriefs and 
divifions of the Arabians, the rapid conquefts 
Which he made in lefs than ten years in Arabia. 
The-neighbouring princes, who had formed little 
fovereignties from'the ruins of the Roman em¬ 
pire, and were moftly ChHftians, either fubmittied 
to his authority, or fought his alliance. /He put 
a ■peffonal tax on Cach of their fubjefts who did 
not embrace the Mahometan faith. This Cuftdin 
ftill fubfifts among all c the fovereigns who ac¬ 
knowledge the' Alcoran. J : Every reputed Infidel 
pays the prince a poll-tax, Over and above the 
other impofts, which “fie'" fupports as* the ‘reft of 
the fubje&s, and lives in other refpe'&s according 
to his 1 religion and civil laws, which don’t extend 
far on account of their" deffe£tivenefs‘, ' 

In the courfe of his conquefts, the impoftor 
was like to lofe his life by an accident that ftioufd 
have unmalked him to all his followers. In one 
of thofe towns which he had lately conquered, a 
young girl, whofe brother Mahomet had caufed 
to be put to death, undertook his revenge j Ihe 
ferved up to the prophet a Ihoulder of 'mutton 
impregnated with a fubtle poifori. Being warned, 
not by any divine fci^nce, but by the bad tafte qf 
the meat placed before him, Mahomet threw up 
what he had taken of it j but he could not pre- 
d 2 vent 
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vent all the effefts of the poifon, which Had mixed, 
with his blood* and gave him violent con- 
vulfions, The girl confeflbd the truth, faying, 
that fhp had refolvpd to know if Mahomet were a 
prophet, qr only an impqftor. She was delivered, 
tp the parents of a young man, who, haying eaten 
mpre of the meat than Mahomet, had died im¬ 
mediately. They avengpd^ jn the blood of the 
homicide, the lofs of their R>q. But the prophet 
never thoroughly recpyejred frqm this pretended 
proof •, he languished three years, without relaxing 
his ambition, withput being, lefs vigilant*, lefs in¬ 
trepid, lefs a hypocrite, or lefs voluptuous. 

During the truce, the Mecchefe, attempted to 
fuccour a town befieged by Mahomet’s foldicrs^ 
The prophet arrped in hafte againft them, looking 
on the truce as broken. His forces, by the hope 
of booty, by perfuafion, or by fear, augmented 
every day. He became in 630, the eighth year 
of the hegira, the defpp.tic fovej;eign of his native 
city, frpm which he had. been driven fome years 
beforeu Being now matter 0/ this famous temple, 
fo venerated by his profelytes, he broke in pieces 
the numerous idols there, and pretended to re- 
ftore to the temple of one foie God all its purity, 
by caufing all the reveries of the Alcorap, and 
the abfurd figns of his million, to be faid in it. 

Mahomet would foon have beenfovereign of all 
Arabia, if his example had not produced two other 
impoftors, prophets, warriors, and legiflators, like 

himfelf. 
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himfelf, who thought tQ take advantage of the, 
weak,npfs pf the Arabians and of their loye of 
novelty. Malozeimajtnd Alafvaad, both Muf- 
fulmen, attempted at the fame time in diftant 
provinces to fubdue the people in their own 
name, and to give them new laws, Thefe enter- 
prizes, made by two brave and learned men, 
fephittered Mahomet’s, latter days, and feoak, 
fes throne, . 

The impreflion of the poifon, which he had 
not been able to eradicate, after three years made 
rapid progress. He Tent his lieutenants againft 
thefe fermidahle rivals, and, before- his deaths 
had the fatisfa£tion to fee himfelf rid o’f one of 
them, Alafvaad, betrayed by his wife and relat¬ 
ions, who fold him to Mahomet, wap affaflinated 
.in his own houfe. But the fall of the more re¬ 
doubtable Molozeima, who had already con¬ 
quered feme Arabian towns, was referved for 
the prophet’s firft fueceffor. 

At length this fortunate importer died, in the 
j^th year of the hegira, the 633d of Jefus ChrLfe, 
at Medina, which he had made his capital, aged 
upwards pf 63 felar years, after having deceived, 
fpught, and reigned, twenty-three years-in almoft 
every part of Arabia. Mahomet’s hiftorians, in 
pub!idling his impoftures, have particularly ex¬ 
tolled his genius. Circum,dances contributed 

. much to his glory; without doubt he was in¬ 
debted a great deal to his audacity, to his pa- 
• tiencc 
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tience in his proceedings, and to his warlike ta¬ 
lents } but if he was the founder of the powerful 
empire of the caliphs, and of an extended reli¬ 
gion, thofe, who placed the Alcoran in his mouthy 
and arms in his'hands, wire combined how far the 
credulity of the Arabians might be counted on, 
and who.fhewed them fome J truths to gain cre¬ 
dit to a thoufand fallities, contributed more to 
exalt the glory of Mahomet, than his ignorance, 1 
liTContinency, and feverity, could hurt him. The 
greateft fuccefs* of Mahometanffm was not ’till 
after the death of the prophet; He had fought 

to poflefs himfelf of forritr'ciries : his fuccefibrs 
♦ 

enflaVed provinces and kingdoms, and the Muf- 
fulman law was much more refpetted; becaufeits 
author no longer difplayed to the eyes of the 
people 1 a fcahdalous conduct, which it had been 
Often necelTary to juftify. < J - 
Mahomet was no more/and his moft zealous 
difciples would not allow that he had paid the 
debt to nature. As foon as the prophet had 
breathed his laft, Omar, whofe daughter he 
had married; in order to deceive the people, 
made ufe of the moll convincing argument that 
Mahomet had ever employed during his life; he 
drew his fword, and /wore, that he would exter¬ 
minate all thofe who lhould dare advance that 
the prophet was dead. Tlje multitude; who 
feared and refpefted Omar, were inclined to be¬ 
lieve what he faid; wheH Abubeker, another of 

the* 
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the prophet’s fathers-in-law, exclaimed: Do you 
theo worlhip Mahomet, or the Ggd of Mahomet, 
who alone is infinite and immortal ? If it is true 
that our prophet was but a man ’ like us, why 
Ihould he have been exempted from the univerfal 
law ? And he prove*! by the Alcoran that Ma¬ 
homet had often, {repeated himfelf that he fhould 
die. This difcourfe convinced Omar and all the 
Mufiulmen, whom 'tjie fight of the dead body 
had not been able to updeceive. Mahomet was 
interred with much folemnity in the very fame 
place where he died. The vifit to his tomb is 
ftill the molt celebrated pilgrimage among the. 
Muflfulmen, after that of Mecca. 
j. The fceptre feemed to belong to Ali, the pro¬ 
phet’s neareft relation, his only fop-in-law, and his 
oldeft difciple,, he who had the firft expofed his 
life for the prefervation of his matter’s. But 
Aiefa, the daughter of Abubeker, Mahomet’s moft 
beloved wife, though fhe whom he hid had mofti 
reafon to complain of, always remembered, that 
at the time when the Angel Gabriel had brought 
from Heaven a chapter of the Alcoran to walh 
her of the crime of adultery, Ali had raifed dif¬ 
ficulties in the mind of Mahomet, and had ex¬ 
pofed his cherilhed wife to a thoufand domeftic 
chagrins, and to the anger of an irritated huf- 
band, when at the fame time the air was refpund- 
, ing with the cpnvi&ion and proof of her innocence. 

- .Aiefa ieized this occ^fion to be revenged. In 

the 
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the prophet’s laft day$, fhe pdrfuaded him to ap¬ 
point Abubeker,her father, to fay public prayers, 
and do the other fun&lons of the priefthood, 
> which, ’till then, Mahomet had alwajs executed 
himfelf. After his death, Aiefa and her friends 
endeavoured to perfoadt the people, that the 
prophet intended Abubeker for his focceffor. 
This opinion gained ground ; Aiefa’s molt zea¬ 
lous partifans took the oaths to her father, with¬ 
out waiting for an unanimous confent. Omar 
nnd his friends declared themfelves likewlfe for 
Abubeker: in left than two days, all the Medi- 
nefe, and all the ftrangers that were in the City, 
ranged themfelves under his ftaiidard: they called 
him caliph; this title, in Arabic, fignifies vicar. 
Ali himfelf fub&ribed afterward to this choice j 
he acknowledged his rival for his mafter. But 
fmee, his followers regard this eleftion, and the 
two fubfequent ones, as fo many ufinrpations. 
This is ftill the ground-of a great fchifm among 
the Mufltilmen. The PerfianS, and fevera! other 
people, regard Ali as the immediate fuccefibr of 
the prophet. 

Abubeker. Abubeker knew how to ufe the two fwords 
which Mahomet had left in his hands: he care¬ 
fully colle&ed the fcattered chapters of the Al¬ 
coran, which the prophet feemed to have aban- 
boned as foon as they had produced the defined 
cfleft. The caliph arranged them as we fee them 

at 
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* 

at this day, without any chronological order or 
analogy of matter. The Arabians were incapable 
of lo much method j the confufion which reigns 
in each of thefe chapters prevails likewife in their 
arrangement. This book, full of bold images, 
fage precepts, puerile ftories, and falfe ideas, 
befpeaks the work of divers hands, and that its 
authors have rather endeavoured to beguile en- 
thufiafts, than to enlighten mankind. Abubeker, 
in order to give greater credit to his religion, 
refolved to collect the memorable Ipeeches and 
remarkable a&ions of Mahomet. . This b5ok, 
which, after the Alcoran, is the moft refpe&ed 
among the Muffulmen, is called the Sunna. 

Whatever might be the glory which the pro¬ 
phet enjoyed during his life, his fucceflors found 
means to make it ftill greater after his death. 
The foie name of Mahomet raifed in the hearts 
of all his followers an ardour, and a courage, 
which rendered theni invincible. Abubeker, by 
putting the Muffulmen in mind of their having 
heard the voice of the prophet from that fame 
pulpit from whence he was fpeaking, rendered 
them as many heroes. With this precious en- 
thufiafm, he deftroyed the party of Mozoleima, 
the laft of his matter’s rivals. He completed the 
fubjeftion of Arabia; conquered the kingdom 
of Irac, and Syria beyond Damafcus; and de¬ 
feated, in perfon, or by his lieutenants, feveral 
numerous' armies of the emperor Heraclius. A- 
• e bubekcr 
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bubeker reigned only two years and four months. 
During this fhort fpaCe, he reduced more coun¬ 
tries to the Muffulman law, than its founder had 
in all his life. The empire of the caliphs, al¬ 
ready formidable to the Greeks and all Alia, 
paffed without oppofition into the hands of Omar, 
whom Abubeker, at his deafh, chofe for his fuc- 
ceffor. This laft joined to the title of caliph, 
that of - commander of the Faithful, which his 
fucceffors retained. s , 

Omar. The new caliph faw, in his reign, the Mufful- 
man power grow. up. He never appeared at 
the head of the army. Contented with the 
functions of the priefthood and the throne, he 
remained quiet at Medina, giving law to his 
empire, whilft his generals conquered Pales¬ 
tine, the reft of Syria, all Egypt, Tripoli in 
Africa and its territory, and a great part of 
Barca, of Korazan, of Armenia, and of Perfia. 
No one knew better than Omar, how to take 
advantage of this blind obedience which the 
Muflulmen had devoted to their caliphs. The 
generals that Omar fuperfeded at the head of 
numerous armies, rdpeCtfully obeyed the orders 
from Medina, and became the lieutenants of 
their fucceffors. The caliph, thoroughly per- 
fuaded that ignorance and error could alone retain 
this obedience, burnt the famous library of A-' 
lexandria, which owed its foundation to the 
Ptolomys. If thefe books, faid Omar, contradict 

the 
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the Alcorap ^nd Sunna, they fhould be de- ' 

ftroyedi if they be conformable thereto, what 

occafion have we for thern ? our law is fufficient 

fqr us. After a reign of ten years, Omar was 

aifaflinated by a, Gave whofe complaints he ha4 

refufecj to.hear. The murderer killed himfelf to 

avoid a more cruel death. Omar did not expire 

tiU three days after he received his wound. He 

refyfed to name his fucceffor ; but he remitted 

his right to fix companions of the prophet, who 

were ftjll living aroqnd him. Ali was of this 

number; he tried in vain to obtain from the 

five others, what he believed to be his heritage. 

The enemies that Aiefa had raifed againft him, 

th‘e veneration which the Muffulmen fhewed for 

her of all the prophet’s widows whom he had 

moft lfl|ved, the daughter of their firft caliph, 

kept, once more, from the fee of Mahomet, him 

of a$ his difciples who had beft ferved his matter. 

Ali joined, againft his will, the five who refufed him 

the fupreme power, to confer it on Othman, like 

himfelf, a companion of the prophet, but whom 

Qmar had declared unworthy of the califate to 

every one who had propofed him for his choice. 

Othman imitated his predeceflor in not ap-othman. 

pearing at the head of the army. His generals 

completed the conqueft of Korazan and Perfia ; 

they overturned the throne of the latter, and had 

the laft of its kings put to death ; took the ifle of 

Rhodes j entered into Nubia j carried on a war 
* 

e 2 againft 



xxviii 


HISTORICAL DISCOURSE 


againft the Greek emperor, and drove him out of 
Alexandria, which he had retaken. But whilft 
they were extending the bounds of the empire, the 
caliph gave himfelf up to a fhameful effeminacy, 
wind to all the excefs of defpotic government: 
inftead of imitating his predeceffors, who led a 
fimple, frugal life, and diftributed every Friday 
to the Mufiulmen what was left of the treafure, 
referving for themfelvfes only about a fhilling of 
our money a day, Othman fuperfeded provincial 
governors, appointed by Omar, by Abubeker, 
and even by Mahomet himfelf, to providfe for 
his flatterers, on-whom he lavifhed treafures, the 
fruits of conquefts that neither he nor they had 
made. 

This conduft raifed up malecontents, who in a . 
little time became rebels and fcattered fedition 
throughout the empire. The Arabians came in 
a great number to encamp near Medina, from 
whence they fent their chiefs to the caliph, to fig- 
nify to him, that he muft either re-inftate the 
fuperfeded governors and banifh his favorites,' or 
refign the fceptre. The unhappy caliph, tremb¬ 
ling for his life, obeyed thefe rebels, whoim it 
would have been neceflary to chaftife j he mount¬ 
ed the pulpit, promifed to reform his conduft, 
depofed the governors who difpleafed, and named 
the chiefs of the fedition to replace them. This 
condefcenfion feemed to appeafe the ft'orm ; the 
pialecontents difperfed, each'with an intention 
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to enjoy the fruit of the rebellion. But the in¬ 
triguing Aiefa meditated to becqme, a fecond 
time, the cherifhed wife of the commander of the 
Faithful. She wanted to place on the throne a 
young man called Telha, who had found means 
to pleafe her; Ihe bribed Othrrian’s fecretary, 
with whom Ihe fabricated letters, fealed with the 
feal of Mahomet, and addreffed to the fuperfeded 
governors, which contained in fubftance, that, far 
from wilhing them to obey the. pret«nded tetters 
which difplaced them, Othman ordered them to 
feize on thofe who Ihould prefent themfelves to 
fucceed them, cut off their feet and hands, and 
empale them. Thefe falfe orders were fo ma¬ 
naged as to be intercepted by thofe who were to 
be the vi&ims of them. The fecretary’s hand, 
and the feal which he had fet to it, leaving no 
doubt of the authenticity of thefe letters, they 
returned furious to Medina, raffed the people a 
fecond .time, penetrated into the caliph’s houfe, 
and maffacred him unheard. His body remained 
three days expofed in the place where he had been 
murdered, after which he was buried without the 
leaft funeral honors. He had reigned near twelve 
years, and. was eighty-two years old when he met 
with this miferable death. Before the alfafiination 
of the caliph, Aiefa had fet out for^Mecca, in 
order to prevent any fufpicion’s falling on her. 
'J'his precaution did hurt to her intentions: 
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Ali. 


Othman was no fooner dead, than every ey$ 
turned on Ali. His great courage, a perfect 
knowledge of the Alcoran, added to an old age 
exempt from infirmities, rendered him venerable 
to all the Medinefe. His friends gave out, that 
he ought to have been the firft fucceflor of 
the prophet. Age had leflened the ambition 
of Ali i he refitted for fome time before he 
afcended the pulpit of the Caliphs: at length 
he feemed to confent to the unanimous wifhes of 
the Medinefe. Telha himfelf, hurried along by. 
the torrent, took the cuftomary oaths to the new 
caliph, which he foon hoped to break, and im-i 
mediately fled to Mecca, carrying to the widow 
of Mahomet the bloody tunic of the caliph Oth¬ 
man. This artful woman was defirous of appear¬ 
ing to avenge a crime of which fhe was the real 
author. They called her the mother of the 
Faithful, and fhe abufed the credit which fhe had 
with the people in order to have Ali condemned 
as the affaffin of Othman. The fatal tunic was 
hung up in the temple of Mecca as the ftandard, 
of rebellion ; it was even carried to Damafcus, 
where the governor of Syria, a zealous fcrvant of 
Othman’s, exerted every effort againft Ali, whom 
he belieyed to be the afiaflin of his matter. 

Meanwhile, Aiefa, capable of undertaking any 
thing for Telha, meditated to poffefs herfelf of 
Arabia ; fhe afifembled precipitately an army who 
flattered themfelves with marching to certain vic¬ 
tory 
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tory under the mother of the Faithful. She wrote 
to all the governors to acknowledge the voice of 
Mahomet. Some of them, at the fight of thefe 
orders, were all obedience; others, faithful to 
their oaths, declared for the caliph eledl; in fine, 

Arabia in a fhort time faw two armies ready to 
rend this empire, become fo formidable. , Aiefa, 
at the head of her army, in a kind of covered 
litter carried by a camel, wanted to get poffeflion 
of Pafra, one of the firongeft places in Irac. Ali 
haftened to its defence: the two armies met, 
and, in fpite of the mediation of the chiefs, came 
to a&ion. 

A more bloody battle had not been fought a 
long time; Aiefa’s camel carried her wherever 
her prefence could animate the foldiers ; the pa¬ 
vilion of her litter was foon covered with darts, 
and her camel fell pierced with wounds; Telha 
perifhed near his benefa&refs. After a molt ob- 
ftinate refiftance, Aiefa’s army was cut to pieces, 
and (he herfelf fell into the hands of the caliph. 

The latter refpected the widow of his matter; but 
he condemned her to that obfcurity which was 
agreeable to all the Muffulmen. Aiefa patted 
'the reft of her life attended and Ihut up as be- 
came the widow of Mahomet. 

This vi&ory brought Arabia, Irac, Egypt, and 
Perfia, under the fubje&ion of the caliph. But, 
Moavia, governor of Damafcus, had affembled 
an army in Syria; he ftill believed, or feigned to 

believe. 
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believe, Ali the affaflin of his matter Othman, 
who was likewife his coufin german, both being 
defcended from Ommias the uncle of Mahomet. 
Under this pretext, he caufed himfelf to be de¬ 
clared caliph, promifing, as he faid, to pull down 
the ufurper; he brought over the governor of 
Paleftine likewife to his fide, and was preparing 
to enter Arabia, when Ali, who had juft defeated 
Aiefa, learned that it was time to oppofe 'a 
more formidable enemy. Ninety thoufand men 
marched under his command, and met at 
Saffein, on the confines of Arabia, the army of 
Moavia, which was ftill more numerous*.. In 
feveral fkirmifhes between detachments, the arms 
of Ali had always the advantage. At length the 
brave caliph fent to propofe to his adverfary, in 
order to fpare Muffulman blood, to decide 
their quarrel by Angle combat, and to refign the 
fceptre only with life. Notwithftanding Ali's 
great age, his valour was dreaded j Moavia re¬ 
plied to Amru his lieutenant, who preffed him to 
accept a challenge which he could not honorably, 
refufe ; You are certain then of becoming, caliph in 
my place? Ali, irritated at the cowardice of his 
adverfary, longed to give him battle he ranged 
his troops accordingly, and was ready to attack 
Moavia’s camp, when the chiefs came out with 
copies of the Alcoran at the end of their lances, 
and prefented them to All’s foldiers as pledges of 
union and fafety. The caliph wanted to charge 

thefp 
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thefe hypocrites with vigour? but his army re- 
fufed to follow him, declaring they, would not 
fight againft the law of God. A retreat was ne- 
cefiary, and in a little time deputies arrived in 
Ali’s camp from Moftvia? they came to propofe 
to refer,the dilpute to two arbitrators, chofen. 
one from each army. Ali being preffed by the 
chiefs of his party: “I can decide nothing/* 
cried he, “ amidft an army that has refufed to 
“ obey me? it refis with you to Complete your 
“ work/’ 

Moayia having named an arbitrator^, fome of 
Ali’s foldiers named another, without the caliph’s 
participation, but who promifed at length to 
abide by his decifion. The two parties agreed 
on a neutral place for the conference, arid the 
caliphs .retired with the major part of their troops: 
Ali to Cufa, Moavia to Damafcus. The con¬ 
ference commenced during the ramazan. Amru, 
the arbitrator chofen by Moavia’s party, perfuadect 
Ali’s arbitrator, that each Ihould publicly depofe 
his caliph, in order that the election, which they 
Ihould afterward make in conjunction, might be 
more free and-refpeCted. The Arabian arbitrator 
being mounted on a tribunal raifed in a place 
where there were a vafl: number of people, (t l 
* c depofe Ali from the califate,” faid he, “ as I 
* e take this ring from my finger:” then the 
Syrian arbitrator, taking; the former’s place: 
“ You have heard,” faid he with a loud voice, 
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tc that Ali has juft been depofed in the napne of 
ff the Arabians; I depofe him likewife in the 
** name of the Syrians; and fince the califate is 
“ vacant, I appoint Moavia to it, and I inveft him 
* f with the fovereign power, as I put this ring 
*' on my finger.” The Arabians, deceived^ pro- 
tefted loudly againft this ,wile, and the two par¬ 
ities feparated more enemies than ever. 

Whilft Ali’s caufe was betraying at Saffein, 
this caliph was employed in palming a {edition 
near Cufa. The fame foldiers, who had refufed 
to fight againft the Alcoran, confidered. as a crime 
their matter’s having left to the judgment of 
men, what ought, they faidfto be decided by 
God alone. Thirteen thoufand of thefe foldiers 
toot poflfeffion of a town in Arabia called Naar- 
van, declaring that they would no longer ac¬ 
knowledge Ali for their caliph, unlefs, he de¬ 
claimed the arbitrators that he had left at Saffein, 
As Ali had given his word, he thought he ought 
npt to retraft it j inftead of replying to thefe 
rebels, he marched againft them, On his arrival 
n$ar Naarvan, be placed the Alcoran on the end 
of a pike in fight of the town, publifhirig, that 
he would pardon all the foldiers who ihould re¬ 
pair to this enfign; but that thofe whip ihould 
perfift in the rebellion would be put to the fword. 
Jn thofe, times of trouble and fervor, the Alcoran, 
as has already been obferved, was more relpedted 
than the caliphs, Nipe. thoufand of the male- 

contents 
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contents returned to what they confidered as the 
enfign of their faith. Ali having eafily entered 
the town, which was badly fortified, ordered all 
the remaining rebels to be put to death, without 
fparing one of them* 

It was after this victory, or rather carnage; that 
Ali learned what had paired at Saffein; he was 
informed likewife that Egypt had furrendered to 
Moavia through the negligence and bad admi- 
iiiftration of its governors, and that Amru, the 
arbitrator who had attempted to ftrip him of the 
califate in order to invert his matter in it, had 
entered peaceably into Egypt, pretending to 
govern it in the name of Moavia. Arabia was 
not more quiet than the other parts of the Ma¬ 
hometan empire. Moavia lent to ravage feveral 
cantons of the Yemen, which forms a part of it. 
The Mahometans, who always thought themfelves 
fighting for theiriaw, were yet more cruel againft 
their ftrayed brethren, than againft thofe whom 
they called Infidels. The Ihedding of fo much 
blood raifed up aflalfins, who thought to deliver 
their country by exterminating its opprelTors. 

Three men, accomplices with feveral others, 
took, the one the road to Cufa to afiaflinate Ali, 
the fecond that of Damafcus to perform the fame 
on Moavia, and the third that of Grand Cairo 
with the like intention on Amru. Moavia re¬ 
ceived only a wound which was not mortal; 
Amru being lick the day on which the affalfin 
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propofed to kill him, another iman,* who faid 
prayers in his dead, received the fatal ftroke, 
Ali perilhed by the fatal hand that was armed 
againft him; he was affaffinated in the mofque. 
At firft the wound did not appear mortal; but 
it was foon found that the inftrument was poi- 
foned. The caliph ordered them to kill his 
murderer with a Angle ftroke, after he fhould b«? 
dead. 

Ali was affaffinated in the feventy-third year 
of his age, and the fortieth of the hegira, having 
reigned four years and ten months. This caliph, 
had more knowledge, more elevation of mind, 
and more genius^ than any of his |>redeceffors j 
but he was more unfortunate than all of them. 
Some perfon afking him why the reigns of Abu- 
beker and Omar had been fo peaceable, and 
Othman’s and his,. on the contrary, fo tem? 
peftuous : <c That is,” faid he,^ “ becaufe Abu- 
<c beker and Omar were ferved by Othman and 
“ me, and we only by fuch as you.” There is a 
Centiloquium by Ali: it contains a hundred 
maxims, full of force and reafon, which have 
been tranflated from the Arabic into feveral other 
oriental languages. This is oiie of them : He , 
who would be rich without pojfeffions , powerful 
without JubjeRs, and JubjeSl without mafter, has 
but to ferve God, and he pall find thefe three things. 
The Perfians, and feveral other Muffulman na¬ 
tions, 

* Iman, a Mahometan prlcft. 
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tigns, who ftill follow the fed of Ali, confider 
him as the firft lawful fucteffor of Mahomet; 
they treat the three former caliphs as ufurpers, 
and don’t admit the Sunna, which we have faid 
is the colle&ion of the ancient traditions of Ma*- 
hornet, from whence the Turks, the opponents 
of the fe£t of Ali, have taken the name of Sun¬ 
nites, and, they name Shiite? the followers of Ali, 
who raife the memory of that caliph almoft as 
high as Mahomet’s. Some hours before Ali’s 
death, he was alked, who fhould reign after him; 

“ Mahomet,” replied he, ** did not name his 
<c fucceffor, nor lhall I mine.” He was no fooner 
dead, than they all turned their eyes on his fon 
Allan. 

This prince was unanimoufly proclaimed in Allan. 
Cufa; but he had neither the force nor ambition 
neceffary to fecure the throne which Moavia had’ 
ihaken. The rebels made new efforts imme-r 
diately on his beginning his reign, and it became 
neceffary to fend troops againft them on the con¬ 
fines of Arabia. The peaceable Affan regretted 
already the blood that was about to be fpilt; and 
whilft he was preaching fubmiffion and concord 
in the mofque at Cuba, Moavia, at the head of 
a powerful army, was promifing the delights of 
Paradife to thofe who fhould vanquifh the pre¬ 
tended affaffins of Othman, or fhould die in arms 
againft them. The warlike Arabians conceived 
contempt for a prince fo fparing of human blood. 

Affan 
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Moavia. 


Aflan foon perceived that they were growing 
tired of his lenity and efforts for peace. He no 
fooner learned that a battle had been fought on 
the frontiers of Arabia, in which neither party 
had gotten the advantage, and that the hope of 
an accommodation was more diftant than ever, 
than he thought only of (hipping himfelf of a 
dignity fo foreign to his nature. Againft the 
confent of all the partifans of the houfe of Ali, 
he fent to defire of Moavia an annuity during his 
lift, and went to pafs his days in obfeurity af 
Medina, praftifing becoming virtues, and diftri- 
buting to the wretched all the riches which 
Moavia had left him in exchange for the califatei 
The implacable Moavia, foie pofleflor of the 
throne, was (till willing to fear the man who had 
refigned it to him without defending it. Thp 
agreement between Aflan'and him was, that, after 
Moavia’s death, the dignity of caliph (hould re¬ 
turn to the family of Ali, The ufurper, as 
ambitious for his pofterity as himfelf, ardently 
defired to fecure them the califate. The death 
of Aflan; who as yet had no children, was deter¬ 
mined on. His favorite wife engaged to poifbi} 
him, on the promife of being married to Moavia's 
fon. But he, who had concerted his death, and 
reaped the advantage of it, delpifed fo much the 
perpetrator, that he refufed to fulfil his engage¬ 
ment. 
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As foon as the caliph thought himfelf peace¬ 
ably in pofieffion of the thrope, he executed the 
projedt of fecuring it in his family. Iefid hisiefid. 
fbn was not only declared his fucceflor, but his 
colleague. Moft of the Muflulmen took the 
oaths to him, which ’till then had been done 
only ,to the reigning caliph. But Ofein, fon of 
All, and grand-fon of the prophet by his mother* 
had not the fame averfion for the empire as his 
brother Allan had lhewn i and when, after a reign 
of nineteen years, the redoubtable. Moavia had left 
all the authority to his fon Iefid, Ofein prepared 
to difpute with the fon of the ufurper what he 
confidered to be the patrimony of his forefathers. 

All the empire was in fubjeftfon to Iefid, ex¬ 
cept Mecca and Medina, which the partifans of 
the houfe of Ali had cay fed to declare for Ofein. - 
This prince hoped to get pofieffion Iikewife of 
Cufa, which had been the refidence of his father 
and brother. The intelligence which means had 
been found to procure him being multiplied, he 
thought he had only to prefect himfelf at Cufa 
to be proclaimed caliph there. But, whilft he 
was on his way thith.er, with ajl his family, at 
the head of a hundred and fifty armed men, the 
only forces that he had been able to aflemble, 
arid which he thought fufficient in a town that 
already' acknowledged, his authority, Iefid, in¬ 
formed of the intentions of the Cufians, fent new 
troops thither from Syria, and had the principal 

partifans 



HISTORICAL DISCOURSE 


partlfahs of Ofein punifhed. In fine, every thing 
was quieted when the fon of Ali appeared, and 
the unfortunate prince met a numerous army 
who came to fight him, Inftead of obedient fub- 
jeds-whom he exp.edted to fee come running out 
to meet their lawful matter. 

Ofein’s little- troop was prefently furrounded : 
he had only the choice left him, to acknowledge 
the caliph Iefid, or, with a hundred arid fifty 
men, to make head again ft fix thoufand. Ofein 
had with him his brothers, fitters, wives, and 
two young fons, all the hope of the houfe of Ali. 
His courage, or rather defpair, prevented his 
faving them from the fword of the vanquilher ; 
he chofe rather to confirm the Ommiafian race 
on the throne of Mahomet, by delivering to 
them all thofe that might difpute their right, 
than acknowledge them, even by a forced con- 
fent, for the family of his matters.. Affe&ing a 
prophetic enthufiafm, he fell on his knees amidft 
his people, and repeated aloud a fervent prayer 
to alk the protection of God for a juft caufe and 
the blood of his prophet. 

Ofein knew how to make the beft of his bad 
pofition with a condud and courage worthy of 
another recompenfe.' During the night that 
preceded his defeat, and which Iefid’s general 
employed in treating with Ofein, this prince 
caufed to be digged around, his camp a large 
ditch, which he filled in the morning with com* 

buftibles. 
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buftibles, fo that he ieemed to he defended by a 
rampart of fire,. which, the horfes refufed to ap-, 
proach. Notwithftandifig the moft vigorous 
refiftance, Ofein'perilhed, with feventeen of his 
brothers or relations, and almoft ajl his foldiers. 

His lifters, fome, of his wives, and his two fons, 
called Ali and Amru, were preferved ; who, after 
having been ftripped of every thing that they had 
valuable, wem dragged in captivity toDamafcus., 

„Iefid faw with joy the head of his .rival in 
greatrrefs, though he .Ihewed fome fenfe of 
compaftion for his Fate. Ofein’§ lifters were 
treated as became the grand-daughters of Maho¬ 
met, notwkhftanfiing the faoguinary reproaches' 
with which they loaded felid} he relpedled even 
the infancy of the Ions. of Ofein. As he was 
d,eiiberating in his. council upon what he fhould 
do with them, feveral exhorted him not to pol¬ 
lute his reign with the murder of two innocent 
vidfims , whofe blood was venerated by every . 
Mulfulmah. This .opinion wais violently op - 1 
pofed by one of Ifeid’s minifters j who, holding, 
up a fmall fteel inftrument for cutting nails, /aid. 
to the caliph. My lord, this Juffices at prefent to 
terminate the important affair under confideration; . 
hut if it he deferred , the blood of .millions will not 
decide it. This bloody advice feemed to be well 
founded, as the hatred of Ofein’s children ma- 
nifefted itfelf at every moment. IfeSd, feeing the 
little Amru, Ofein’s fecond foh, quarrelling with 
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his foh, a child of the fame age, faid jeftingly to- 
the young Amru: Wouldeft thou fight With my 
fbn ? Tes, replied the child earneftly j let us each 
have a/word. This young lion already promifed 
his father’s enemies all that hatred which has 
finee fo violently fliewn itfelf between the Shiites; 
and Sunnites. But thefe difpofitions. made no- 
alteration in Ifeid’s conduct, who conftantly 
treated Ofein’s family as generous fouls ought to 
ufe the unfortunate. He fent them all back to 
Medina, exprefling the regret which he felt at 
having been obliged by cirdumftances to put 
Ofeih to death; and he laviflufd on them every 
fuccour capable of alleviating their misfortune. 
The Shiites count Ofein and his fort Ali as the , 
third and fourth lawful caliphs. 

Iefid’s genetofity irritated his enemies. No 
lodner was Ali’s family returned to Medina, than 
the people, full of the remembrance of Ofein, 
thought they ought to Ihake off the yoke of the 
Ommiafian caliphs., Ali and Amru were both' 
too young to be placed at their head; it was 
therefore neceflary to oppofe fome per fort that 
had both courage and experience againft a prince 
fo well fettled on the throne of Mahomet. They 
chofe Abdallah, the fon of Zobeir, of the family 
of the Alhemites, from whom their firft caliph, 
Ali, was defcended ■, and being all come to the 
mofque, the firft perfou'among them cried: I 
depofe Jejid frgmthe califate, as 1 take this turbau 
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from my head. I. defofe Iefid from the calif ate, 
fa id the fe'cond, as I take this fhoe from my foot. 
All the Medinefe having followed this example, 
in an inftant the ground was covered with tur¬ 
bans and Ihoes. They drove out all thofe who 
fided with the Ommiafian family, and took mea- 
fures, as much as the tumult of a numerous army 
would admit of, to .have the principal towns of 
Arabia follow the example of Medina. 

Abdallah marched towards Mecca without ma¬ 
ny obstacles, as $e garrifon, which held for the 
caliph, was notfufficiently ftrqng to hinder him. 

Iefid learned at Damafcus that his clemency 
to. the..family of Ali had encouraged the rebels. 
He fent immediately a numerous army into Ara¬ 
bian .the news of its march brought back a great 
many of therehelsj ..butMedina refilled conftantly. 
This city fuftained a long and bloodjiiege, without, 
Abdallah, wh,o meditated the conqueft of the reft 
of Afia, making.any attempt to fuccour it. lifter 
a reftflance of three months, Medina was taken 
and pillaged. The vidorious foldiers regarded 
only the family of Ali, agreeably to the orders 
which they had received from Iefid. This fuc- 
cefs encouraged, the general of the Syrian army : 
he propofed to befiege the Arabian caliph who 
was then at Mecca j bu't whilft he was marching 
towards it, he learned the death of his rnafter, 
Iefid, and returned into his own country. This 
was the year 684 of Jefus Chrift, the 64th lunar 
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year of the hegira. If two caliphs -were fince feen 
in the Mahometan empire, this divifion fhould be 
imputed to Abdallah's bad conduft, who did every 
thing that could alienatethe Syrians from hirriiwhb 
were willing to throw themfelves into his arms.' 

Moavia ii. Immediately after the death of Iefid, his fon, 
Moavia II. had been placed on the throne of the 
caliphs. This prince defcended from it fix weeks 
after, to Ihuthimfelf up in folitude. The day on 
which he publifhed his abdicatibn, he faid to the 
people: Moavia 1 . my grandfather, wrefted the /cen¬ 
tre of Syria from the jon-in-law of the prophet,^the 
lawful caliph, more noble y more great, and more vir¬ 
tuous,than Moavia, whv was toothing but an ufutper. 
My father Iefid put to deathCtfeito', theprophet's grand- 
on, whom he ought to have revered andferveil • I 
will not fucceed to an authority fo unjuft, but go and 
veep in filence, and afk• forgivehefs of the prophet for 
'he crimes committed by my family agalnft his. The 
Syrians, enraged at the abdication of their caliph, 
rented their fury, as it is faid, on the prince’s 
jreceptor, whom they accufed of having infpired 
-lim with luch moderate fentiments. This man 
was buried alive by the people. The difpoflefled 
caliph’perfifted in the refoliition which he had 
taken, and died at Damafcus a Ihorc time after 
his abdication, the Syrians not having been wil¬ 
ling to admit him, nor indeed' would they after¬ 
ward have been able to prevail on Moavia II. to 
execute any of the functions of the priefthood, or 

of 
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' of ijie empire. They then turned their eyes on 
Abdallah. The principal Syrians, feeing all the 
advantages of a lading union between the forces 
of the Mahometan empire, were on the' point of 
-prevailing on the people to acknowledge the Ara-, 
bian caliph, when they were informed'of Abdal¬ 
lah’s 1 having put to d^ath all that remained at 
Mecca of the houfe of Ommias, arid its numerous 
fervants, and that the cruelties which the caliph • 
daily exerdfed had neither motives nor meafures. 

The Syrians foon dtopt all thoughts of placing 
this barbarian on the throne. ' Mervan, of the Abdallah, 
race Of Ommias, who had been the firft that pro- Mervan. 
pofed fubmitting themfelves to Abdallah, was 
elected caliph at Datnafcus in the room of Moavia 
II.; but Abdallah ftill maintained himfelf in 
Arabia, notwithftanding his cruelties. Mervan 
reigned only ten months. Abdalmalec, his fon AMaiau- 
and fuccelTor, immediately after his advancement, 
ordered; that the-pilgrimage, which ’till then the 
Syrians had made to Mecca, fhould, for the fu¬ 
ture, he made to Jerufalem. He was unwilling 
to have.the territories of his enemy enriched by 
the immenfe fums which his fubje&s carried every 
year to Mecca. Thus, in thofe times of enthufiafm 
and fervor, religion already gave way to intereft. 

Though the empire of Mahomet feemed to be 
divided between the Ommiafians and Aliians, the 
children of Ali lived in obfcurity at Medina, 
whilft Abdallah, their diftant relation, ufurped 
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che throne, which he had appeared at firft to de¬ 
fend only for them. Mahomet and his brothers, 
■grandfons to Ofein, (for hiftory does not again 
mention his fons,) were defcended in a djrefl- line 
from the founder of the Muflulman law,! by Fa¬ 
tima his only daughter, wife of Ali I. Such in¬ 
disputable : pretenfion* to the califate difti^rbefi 
Abdallah, though the young prince,, who had this 
apparent right, did not feenarto think of it. 

.caliph then reigning attempted to extort from 
the young Mahomet an oath of fidelity* whifh 
the defeendant of < the "prophet was too high 
fpirited to take to any one. Abdallah iftmaedi- 
ately had ill the Aliians imprifooed, gtftftigf.'them 
but a feiw days to fubmit, or to prepare ! to dig. 
A great number of Muflfulmpn,: faithful to the 
memory of Ali, afiembled together. Their chief, 
called Mo^ar, raifed the people of Mecca and 
feveral towns of Arabia. Abdallah iyas con>- 
pelled to negociate; and the Aliians wore releafed 
from captivity the very day that Abdallah, had 
fixed on to demand their heads, if they per filled 
in refufing the oaths. This faction, ftrong 
enough to enforce relpefl: to the defendants of 
the prophet, was not fufficiently fo to place them 
on the throne : the neceflity of defending Arabia 
againft the enterprifes of Abdalmalec, caliph ^of 
Syria, foon reunited all the Arabians under the 
authority of their caliph Abdallah, and the inte- 
refts of the houfe of Ali gave way to the common 

caufe. 



5 OK MAHOMET, &d. I‘- 

4 aufe. But Abdallah’s efforts only precipitated 
his fall. He perilhed in a battle, after having 
loft Medina and Mecca. His generals attempted 
in vain to defend Irac. '* Abdalmalec, more va- 
lfaht, or more fortunate,; than all of them, re¬ 
duced to one fceptre all thofe who had the 
fame faith j atkfwbilft the defendants' of Maho¬ 
met Were reduced to a private ftatron, no more 
than one caliph was khown, ufurper of the empire 
which the falle prophet had foundedV 7 - 

Thus Far the Arabians and all the IVluffulmen 
had made ufe of the mobey of the Greeks. The* 
Mahometan princes had not yet firuck their own 
eoip. Abdalmalec was 1 the firft, who J made ufe 
of this fdvereign right: the occalioh of it was as 
follows. In Ibme tranfa&ions whifch the'caliph 
had "with the Greek emperor, refpefting the 
bounds of the two empires, the Muffulman prince 
always began his difpatches with? the form pre- 
fcribed by his religion: There is no other God but 
one God, and Mahomet is his Prophet. The Chrif- 
tian monarch, offended, lent word to Abdalmalec, 
that if he did not chaftgfe this form, he, the Greek 
emperor, would-have legends put on his coin in 
which Mahomet fhould be defcribed : by tides dif* 1 
pleafing to his followers. The caliph immedi¬ 
ately forbade the circulation of the Greek money 
in his territories, and caufed drachms to be (truck,, 
of which the Arabic legend was, God is eternal.. 
Tke fupcrftittous Muffulmen complained at firft 
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againft the expofmg of the holy name of God to 
the touch of prophane and impure hands j but; 
they comprehended, in the fequel, that it was for 
the dignity of an empire like theirs to have, a 
particular coin. There were feveral wars be¬ 
tween thefe two powerful ftates under the caliph 
Abdalmalec; but as we propofe in this difcourfe 
to give only'the hiftory of the Mahometan reli¬ 
gion, the origin and foundation of the Ottoman. 
empire, it will fuffice to fay, that Abdalmalec . 
took Carthage and all Africa proper j and that 
thefe coBquefts were not made without the jthed-- 
ding of much blood. Abdalmalec died* after 
reign of twenty-one years more brilliant than., 
juft. More than any other caliph, he founded 
his power on fear and chaftifements; he impo- 
veriihed and depopulated the countries which he. 
had added to the empire, and the growth which 
he gave this great body fenfibly diminifhed its 
fubftance and forces. 

Walid I. fucceeded his father Abdalmalec with¬ 
out contention. It is faid that this prince had, 
by his frequent divorces, feventy-two wives; for 
Mahomet, who had allowed.himfelf an. unlimited 
number, had not granted his fucceflors more pri¬ 
vileges in this refpeft than the other Muflulmen. 

In thofe times, the incontinence of Roderick, 
king of Spain, and the refentment of count 
Julian, procured the Muflulmen the moft flou- 
rifhing kingdom at that time in all Chriftendom. 

Roderick- 
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Roderick being violently in love with the young 
Cava, daughter to count Julian, was ralh enough 
to violate her. The fiery Julian punifhed his 
country for the faults of its mafter; he intro¬ 
duced the African Muffulmen into that part of 
Spain which he governed. Mufa, who com¬ 
manded for the caliph in Africa, fent troops to 
the count: in lefs than three years the Mufful- 
men defeated Roderick’s army, flew him, and 
made themfelves matters of all his kingdom. 
The barbarians having afterward revolted againtt 
'their chief, formed as many ftates in Spain as there 
were governors; but they were unable to drive 
out the Chriftians entirely, who, having thereon 
retired into the mountains of Afturias, diiputed 
their ancient country with the Muflulmen for 
more than feven hundred years, with unequal for¬ 
tune and rather flow fuccefs, and they did not 
entirely deftroy the Mahometan empire in Spain 
'till the end of the fifteenth century, under the 
reign of Ferdinand V. and Ifabella, furnamed th^ 
Catholic. 

After Walid I. eight caliphs of the Ommiafian 
race poflefled the throne for about thirty years: 
they were called, Sojyman I. Omar II. Iefid II. 
Hefam, Walid II. Iefid III. Ibrahim, and Mervan 
II. We fhall pafs over the feven firft, as we have 
found nothing in their reigns which concerns the 
Mulfulman religion. 

An 
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An empire founded folely tyi force muft fooner 
or later yield to a fuperior force. The Syrians, 
the Egyptians, and particularly the Arabians, 
grew weary at length of being governed by ufur- 
pers, whofe throne was cemented with oceans of 
blood only.' The firft year of the reign of Mervan, 
a prince exceffively cruel, the people revolted at 
Emeffa, Alexandria, and Cufa. At firft the ca¬ 
liph was every where vanquifher, and every where ' 
inexorable: the affrighted Muffulmen deliberated 
with one another, why they obeyed thefe fangui- 
nary mafters, whilft the race of their prophet was 
groaning, like themfelves, under opprefiion. But 
the eyes of thefe malecontents never turned to¬ 
wards the defcendants of Ali: they were funic 
into obfeurity. 

The Abbafians, defcendants of Abbas, a coufin 
of Mahomet, grandfon, like Ali, of his paternal 
grandfather, were become powerful by immenfe 
riches, for which' they were indebted to com^ 
merce, And th^ little, attention that, ’till then ? 
the Ommiafians had paid to them. Thofe of the 
houfe of Abbas were not like the Aliians, foils of 
the daughter of the founder, of the Muffulmen; 
but the people, dazzled with their riches, re- 
lpefted in them the blood oftheir propftet, much 
more than in the defcendants of Ali. The chief 
©f this fortunate race, named Mahomet like him 
from whom he derived all his glory, was already 
far advanced in age: be had three fons left out 
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of a numerous family; he fhewed them to the 
Muffulmen as thepillars of their faith, the reftorers 
of their empire, And the lawful mailers that God 
had giVen them. A multitude of malecontents 
repaired to Moloima, the relidence of Mahomet, 
and took the oaths to that emir, who died a few 
days after, leaving Ibrahim, his eldfeft fon, at the 
head of this great enterprife. The reyolt being 
well prepared, broke out at the fame time in' the 
Korazan, Arabia, Egypt, Syria, and Mefopotamia. 

The Abbafian party was almoft every where vic¬ 
torious j but their chief fell in the midft of his 
fuccefs. As Ibrahim was deflrous of travelling 
through his new dominions, he undertook a pil¬ 
grimage to Mecca with more pomp than fafety. 

His efcort, fufficiently numerous for a prince who 
fhews himfelf to peaceable fubjedts, was infuffi- 
cient for a conqueror who had not reduced all 
the enemies of his new power. He was attacked 
tear Arran, a town that ftill held for Mervan II. 
and, after a vigorous refiftance, Ibrahim fell into 
the hands of his enemies, who loaded him with 
chains. He died the next day poifoned •, but the 
Abbafian party did not perilh with its chief. 

Abul. Abbas, Mahomet’s fecond fon, was pro- AbulAbas, 
claimed at Cufa, and prepared to avenge the AbbfiiL - 
death of his brother. An army which Mervan 
II. had remaining in Irac was Cut to pieces by 
Mollem the governor of that province. Mervan 
himfelf, at the head of another corps, his laft re- 
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fource, was vanquifhed by this fame Modem, 
He fled into Syria, and prefented himfelf un- 
efcorted before the gates of Damafcus, which he 
could not get opened to him; his late fubjedts 
granted him no other favor than not to deliver 
him to the conqueror. The unfortunate caliph 
retired into Egypt, where death attended him. 
The inhabitants of Bufirlair, having received him 
with a perfidious refpedt, put him to death in 
their mofque, and carried his head to Abul Ab¬ 
bas. Thus ended, in the i&d year of the he- 
gira; the 750th of Jefus Chrift, the dynafty of 
thefe fanguinary Ommiaflans, who had ufurped 
the fovereign power from the houfe of Mahomet, 
and had, almoft all, made ufe of his name and 
fceptre to opprefs his defendants. 

The Abbaflan caliphs did not fhed lefs blood 
than their predeceflors. The power of thefe 
princes could be eftablifhed only by force. Mer- 
van’s head, expofed in the capital, feemed to pro- 
mile his conqueror a peaceable reign, when the 
Ahians, drawn from their obfcurity by fomc 
malecontents, and even by the remaining parti- 
fans of the Ommiaflans who had loft their parents 
and pofiefiions, attempted to revive the pre- 
ten fions of the houfe of Ali, General Modem 
reaflembled the army; for the Abbaflans, like 
the Ommiaflans, fought by their lieutenants^ 
he gained a bloody battle at Calcidena in Syria, 
and obtained feveral other advantages. Three of 
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Ali’s defcendants loft their heads for this new at¬ 
tempt. Moflem, after having vanquifhed the 
fubje&s of the caliph, fought with the fame fuc- 
cefs the Greeks, who attempted to make irrup¬ 
tions into Armenia. The califate of Abul Abbas 
is remarkable, only by the numerous victories 
won by Moflem. This prince reigned four years j 
hiftory fays but little of him perfonally. 

Almanfor, the brother and fucceffor of Abul Almanfor. 
Abbas, began his reign with caufing to be ftran- 
gled, on a very flight fufpicion, this fame Moflem 
who had had fuch conftant fuccefs, and who, if 
the Arabian hiftorians may be believed, had put 
fix hundred thoufand men to the fword in the 
Abbafian caufe. The inhabitants of Hafemia, a 
town where the caliph refided, irritated againft 
this ungrateful prince, excited a revolt and at¬ 
tempted to take his life. Almanfor punilhed the 
rebels, and had ieveral Aliians put to death with 
them, whom he believed or feigned to believe the 
authors of the fedition. 

This event induced Almanfor to change the 
feat of the empire: he laid the foundation of a 
city in the Babylonian Irac, on the confines of 
Perfia, at a day’s journey from ttye ancient Baby¬ 
lon. This new city was named Bagdad, from 
the name of a hermitage found on the fpot. The 
undertaking was executed with dilpatch, notwith- 
ftanding the troubles which agitated the empire 
.during the whole reign of Almanfor> for one 
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Mahomet, of the houfe of Ali, was declared ca¬ 
liph at Medina. Almanfor, without quitting his 
riling city, fent an army into Arabia. The un¬ 
fortunate Mahomet was taken and beheaded in 
Medina, the very town where he had pretended 
to reign. Ibrahim his brother perilhed likewife 
in attempting to avenge him, and the caliph Al¬ 
manfor caufed the heads of thefe two vanquilhed 
princes to be fet up on the walls of his new 
capital, which he ornamented with palaces and 
mofques whilft his generals fought for him* 
Bagdad was finilhed in lefs than fix years; his 
fucceffors enlarged it greatly afterward. 

Mahadi. Mahadi, the fon and fucceffor of Almanfor, 
faw fpring up, immmediately on his coming to 
the throne, a fe£l capable of overturning the 
califate for ever. An Arabian, called Mokanna, 
encouraged by the example of Mahomet, had, 
like him, a mind to found a religion : he coun¬ 
terfeited infpiration, publifhed that the Ipirit of 
God refided in him, propofed new precepts, and 
confirmed his million by falfe miracles. The 
people, fond of what was marvellous, followed 
this new prophet in crowds, who, more indul¬ 
gent than the firft, permitted the ufe of winev 
and did, not require fo many prayers. Several 
towns in Arabia opened their gates to him. 
This enthufiafm foon formed foldiers: the Ma¬ 
hometan empire was like to be deftroyed by the 
means that had raifed it. ' Mahadi knew how to 
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oppofe efficacioufly this rapid progrefs.' The 
pretended miracles which the impoftor conti¬ 
nually publifhed did not render him the ftrongeftj 
he was defeated feveral times. At laft, having 
taken refuge with fome foldiers in a fmall poll: 
which he did not expea to "be able to defend 
long, he gave all his companions empoifoned 
wipe, after which he fet fire to his retreat, with fo 
much precaution, that the Muffulmen could 
never extinguifh it ’till all the dead bodies of the* 
foldiers, and Mokanna himfelf, were confumed,' 
This frantic fellow had prediaed that he foould 
fife from the dead; his difciples waited a long 
time in expe&ation of the miracle. Mokanna 
had fo ftrengthened their credulity, that his foa 
was eftablifhed throughout Arabia, and lafted 
near two centuries after him. 

Another foaary fprang up at the fame time. 
Abu Anifah, one of the moil celebrated Sunnite 
doaors, lived under Mahadi. He entertained 
fome particular opinions on different parts of 
the Alcoran, opinions which are now admitted 
by all the Ottomans but, far 'from difquieting 
his fovereign, he only, confirmed his difciples in 
the obedience which he thought due to the fuc- 
celfor pf Mahomet. Abu Anifah preached con- ' 
cord and peace, even the pardon of injuries, 
and he prayed publicly for his perfecutors. This 
moral, though eftablifhed by feveral paffages of 
the Alcoran, muft have appeared very new to 
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men, who, ’till then, had known no other law, 
virtue, nor glory, than that of force. Mahadi 
obtained great advantages over the Greeks, or 
rather Aaron Rachid, his fecond fon, a young 
prince full of valour and prudence, made war 
at the head of a fine army, with fo much fuccefs, 
that he obliged the emprefs Irene to become tri¬ 
butary to the Muflulmen, This celebrated fe¬ 
male ufurjier, who was the firft that found means 
to fubject the Roman eagle to the fceptre of a 
woman, and whofe profound policy repaired for 
feme time the misfortunes and faults of her prede- 
ceffors, was obliged to purchafe a peace with the 
Muflulmen by an annual fum, which could not 
be confidered but as a tribute, and Aaron Rachid 
brought back his army glorious and triumphant 
to Bagdad. 

Mahadi, penetrated with admiration of ‘ the 
talents and fuperior qualities of Aaron Rachid, 
would fain declare him his immediate fucceflor ; ' 
but the prince rejected what did not belong to 
him. He declared, that he would never reign 
to the prejudice of his elder brother Mufa j ne- 
verthelefs he poflefled the califate. fooner than 
he had reafon to expert. Mahadi was exceflively 
fond of. one of his wives, newly admitted' 
to the honor of his bed: fhe who had been his 
favorite before this new conqueft, tormented 
with jealoufy, gave her rival a beautiful fruit, 
which flic had empoifoned. The girl imme-* 
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diately carried this fruit to the caliph, who, 
having eaten it, died a few hours after in the 
moll dreadful agonies, having reigned eleven 
years. His fucceffor was not then with him; 
Aaron Rachid received the oaths of the people 
for his brother. 

Mufa was hardly on the throne, when he faw Mufo 
the Aliians ready jto difpute it with him. Ofein, 
their chief, caufed hirrrfelf to be proclaimed ca¬ 
liph at Medina on the death of Mahadi: he railed 
troops immediately, publilhing throughout A- 
rabia, that he would enfranchife the (laves who 
ihould come and enrol themfelves under his 
ftandard. This foon procured him a numerous 
army, but badly difciplined, which Aaron Ra¬ 
chid had not the trouble to vaiiquiffi, and was 
dilperfed prefently. 

Whilfi: Aaron Rachid was ferving hs brother 
with fo much fuccds, the ungrateful Mufa medi¬ 
tated to deprive him of the fucccffion to the 
throne, which belonged to him by fo many titles j 
he attempted to have his fon Jaafar, though yet 
a child, declared the prefumptive heir to the 
califate, contrary to the law, which decreed the 
fceptre to the oldefl: prince of the race 5 and on 
his meeting with refiftance from the vizier and 
aU the principal officers, he refolved to get rid of 
them, and Aaron Rachid himfelf, whom he could 
not expefl to vanquifh but by treachery. One 
crime prevented another. Kiafaran, the mother 
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Aaron Ra- 
chid. 


of the two princes, aflumed a great authority; fhe 
had always in her retinue a number of creatures ; 
lhe took upon her to give the governments, 
and beftow all favors. Her eldeft fbn grew 
jealous of it, and reproached her bitterly; he . 
forbade his mother to go out of her apartment, 
and particularly to receive fuch a numerous court j 
and he threatened to have thole put to death who 
ihould pretend to be prote&ed by her. This 
paffage clearly fhews, that the Mahometan women 
were not then fo clofely fliut up as they have been 
fince. The irritated fultanefs refolved to get rid 
of her fon; Mufa was poifoned' the very day 
on which he had intended to have his brother 
ftrangled. 

Aaron Rachid began his reign with fulfilling 
a vow, which he had made during his difgrace, 
to go on foot in pilgrimage to Mecca. The 
people flocked about him on his journey, fp'read- 
ing rich carpets before him and ftrewing the earth 
with flowers. The new caliph earneftly endea¬ 
voured to free the.Muflulmen from the profound 
ignorance in which they had ’till then lived, and 
which had been fo much recommended to them 
by the companions of Mahomet. He invited 
from all countries learned men, to tranflate into 
Arabic and Syriac books of philofophy and aftro- 
nomy which he had bought of the Chriflians. 
He was particularly fond of poetry, and magni¬ 
ficently rewarded thofe who made vfcrles; he like-' 
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encouraged phyfic. The climate of Arabia 
furnilhes perfumes in abundance, as likewife 
fimples and plants proper to cure difeafes with. 
‘Aaron Rachid, defirous of every kind of know¬ 
ledge ufeful to man, favorably received all thofe 
who had ftudied the means of rendering health 
and prolonging life: fo much fo, that he reftored 
the Chriftians all the churches which- his prede- 
ceffors had taken from them in Egypt, becaufe 
JJalathianus, a confummate phyfician and pa¬ 
triarch of Alexandria, had cured one of his wives 
of a dangerous difeafe. 

The caliph’s love of letters no way abated his 
warlike ardour. The Aliians made under his 
reign new attempts to recover Arabia. Iaia, the 
chief of that houfe, was difarmed j and, if we may 
believe the Perfian hiftorians, was beheaded, 
though he had been promifed his liberty and life. 
This account is improbable: Aaron Rachid was 
too generous, and even too enlightened, to black¬ 
en himfelf with an ufelefs perfidy, for thefe fame 
hiftorians admit that he let eighteen of Iaia fons 
live. 

Nicephor, the fuccefifor of the emprefs Irene, 
having refufed the caliph the tribute which he had 
impofed on that princefs, Aaron Rachid pene¬ 
trated into the Greek territories as far as Hera- 
clius, which he befiegedj and he obliged the 
Greek emperor to purchafe a peace with a new 
impoft. Nicephor had fent by his ambafiadors 
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feveral fwords as a prefent to the caliph. Rachid 
cut every one of them in two, in prefence of the 
ambaffadors, with that which he wore: “Tell 
“ your mafter what you have feen,” faid he/ 
“ and aifure him, that his arms will, never refill 
" mine.” 

Aaron Rachid gave the government of weft 
Africa to Ibrahim, the fon of Aglab. This is 
the origin of the Aglabites, who became fove- 
reigns of Africa under the following caliphs; 
for, during the reign of Rachid, he knew how 
to keep all the governors of the provinces in fub- 
jeflion. No Muflulman prince was ever more 
abfolute: on the lead fulpicion, or the flighted 
difcontent, he iuperfeded generals at the head of 
numerous armies, in' the provinces mod didant 
from Bagdad, and was punftually obeyed. 

- During the war with the Greeks, a woman 
being come to complain to him, that fome fol- 
diers had laid wade her edate, and pillaged and 
burnt her houfe : “ Doft thou rfot know,” faid 
Rachid to her, “ that it is written in the Alcoran, 
“ when princes go armed into a place, they, 
“ deftroy it ?” Yes, my lord,” replied the 
afflicted woman j “ but I have read there like- 
“ wife, that the houfes of the princes fhall be 
“ defolated on account of the acts of injudice 
“ which they commit.” The caliph, ftruck 
with this anfwer, ordered her to be given more 
than Ihe had lod. Aaron Rachid died/ after a 
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reign of twenty-three years, feared and beloved 
by all his fubje&s. Amina, his fon and fucceffor, 
inherited neither his talents, virtues, nor pros¬ 
perity. 

The empire of Mahomet was foon to be di¬ 
vided. The divifion of the fefts preceded. that 
of the provinces j the Spirit of dilpute and con¬ 
troversy crept in at the fame time as the love pf 
letters among thefe rude Muflulmen, who, for So . 
long a time, had known only their arms and the’ t 
book of their law. Under Amina, Almamon, 
and their fucceflfors, it was difputed if the Al¬ 
coran had been created, Or were from all eternity 
with God. This difeuffion exercifed at firft the 
fubtiity of the new philofophers, and ended with 
.exciting perfect!cions. The caliphs, with the 
major part, admitted the creation of the Alcoran; 
they purfued thofe of the oppolite feft, and argu¬ 
ments that perplexed reafon were replied to with 
fire and Sword. 

A Sunnite doctor, who was brought before 
the caliph Almamon, Said to him one day, that 
Mahomet had Several times confirmed by oath, 
that he had not cotnpofed the Alcoran, but that 
the chapters had defeended from Heaven one by 
one at different times, as he had announced them 
to the people; fince then, continued the doftor, 
thefe writings come from the hand of the Divi-. 
nity, for whom there is no fucceflion of time, 
they muft be eternal like him, at leaft you cannot 
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tell when they were created, or if they have been 
created, fince God is invariable, and has thought 
from all eternity what he has written in tjiis holy 
book. The caliph durft not deny the authority 
of Mahomet} but, as he knew how to ufe hi* 
fword better than his tongue, he ended the dis¬ 
pute by feparating at a fingle ftroke his adver- 
iary’s head from his body. The perfecution, as 
it always happens, augmented the number of the 
feftaries. The opinion of the Alcoran uncreated 
has fince been admitted by all the Sunnites ; the 
Perfians, who form the fedt of the Shiites, alone 
retain the contrary opinion. Almamon carried 
his zeal fo far for the belief of the Alcoran cre¬ 
ated, that the caliph would not have the Mufiul- 
men who admitted the eternity of the Alcoran 
included in fcn exchange of prifoners made with 
the Greeks. This prince died, after a reign of 
- four years. 

Motamafem, - the eighth Abbafian caliph, was 
the firft who intruftcd the guard of his perfon to 
foreigners, miftrufting his own fubjedts. He 
kept in his pay a numerous corps of Turks, or 
Turcomans, a ferocious, warlike people ,who 
came from Scythia; he attached them to the 
fervice of his fucceffors, who, in the fequel, ex¬ 
perienced from this horde of barbarians more 
than Motamafem could ever have feared from his 
Arabians. In fadfc, the caliphs foon loft them- 
felves in effeminacy, and the Turks, attentive, 

feized 
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feized on the reins of government as much by 
confidence as force. They firft embraced lf- 
lamifm •, then their chiefs, admitted to an inti¬ 
macy with the caliphs, raifed quarrels be¬ 
tween the princes of the blocfd, deftroying the- 
one by the other. They appropriated the go¬ 
vernments to themfelves which the feeble caliphs 
infrufted to thefe dangerous fervants with the 
view of removing them a good way off. The 
Korazan, the Kervan, Mefopotamia, and Syria, 
became as many fovereignties, difmembered from 
that of the caliphs ; Egypt was likewife loft and 
reconquered. ' 

Under Modtader, the Seventeenth Abbafian, j iC . 90 s. 
the fate of the houfe of All changed. Mahadi- 1 *' 6- 2?< ' 
Obdeillah, the chief of that illuftrious and unfor¬ 
tunate race, having gathered together a confi- 
derable party, chafed away from Africa the ufur- 
pers called Aglabites, and placed himfelf on the 
throne of Kirvan j he eftabJifhed ^he feat of his. 
empire at Rakkadda; he took the furname of 
Mahadi, and became the founder of the dynafty 
of the Fatimites, from the name of Fatima, the 
wife of AU, and only daughter of the prophet. 

Mahadi was called, as well as the Arabian caliph, 
the commander of the Faithful; he eftabliihed 
the law of the Shiites, as well as his new power, 
with great fagacity and fuccefs, vifiting all his 
provinces, at the head of an army, whiqh found 
no opportunity to fignalize itfelf; he went like¬ 
wife 
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•wife to the ifland of Sicily, where the Aglabitea 
had made fome conquefts, and he appeared every 
where more like a prince who fucceed9 to lawful 
rights, than a conqueror who makes himfelf for¬ 
midable. Such a rival as Mahadi ought to have 
perplexed the Arabian caliph, more than any of 
thofe who had ufurped the fovereignty in their 
governments. The Caliph Mahadi had already 
made himfelf mafter of feveral important places 
in Egypt. Neverthclefs, thefe extremities could 
not induce Modtader to quit the delights of his 
feraglio; he fent Munes, one of his ableft gene¬ 
rals, againfl Mahadi j and, whilft all thefe Turk- 
i£h and Arabian warriors were fighting for the 
glory of the Abbafians, Moftader was pleafing 
himfelf with having lent againfl his enemies 
lions by whom he was every day in fear of being 
torn to pieces. After a long and bloody war, 
Mahadi was overcome; the Arabian general 
vanquifhed the Africans in a pitched battle, and 
the latter no longer thought but how to defend 
their own country from the incurfions of the 
vanquifher. Mahadi Obdeillah took refuge in 
his capital; but Moez, his fourth fucceflor, took 
Egypt in the year 696 of Jefus Chrift, 358 of the 
hegira, and eflablifhed the feat of his empire 
there. 

This Munes, fo formidable to the Fatimice 
caliph, was ftill much more fo to the Arabian 
one, whom he had defended. Modtader would 


nor 
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list allow him in his court the credit which his 
Important fervices feemed to merit. This war¬ 
rior, irritated at feeing the country'which he had 
defended governed by women and eunuchs, 
thought the caliph unworthy of the fceptre j he 
communicated his fentiments, to all the warriors, 
who) after having participated his dangers and 
glory in Egypt, confidered themfelves like him 
neglefbed and forgotten at the court of Bagdad. 
He inverted the palace with them, made, himfelf 
mafter of the perfon of the caliph, his mother, 
wives, and concubines, and /hewed the people, 
as fovereign, Mahomet, furnamed Kaher, brothel 
to the depofed caliph. ' This revolution was not 
made without much bloodlhed. Munes was 
even obliged to facrifide the late caliph to the 
fafety of his new mafter and of himfelf. They 
fay he afFefted feme iigns of grief and refpeft at 
the ifight of this head which had borne the crown; 
hut it was expofed, notWithftanding, to the eyes 
of the multitude in all the ftreets of Bagdad. 
Kaher did not fhew himfelf more worthy of the 
throne than the prince that he had replaced. 

This fame Munes, who had made him caliph, 
afliamed of his work; thought of nothing but 
how to deftroy it. A confpiracy was difcovered 
in the very moment that it was about to break 
out j Munes, and his accomplices, already armed 
and ift a ftate of defence, furrendered on the faith 
of a treaty only, which was to preferve them their 
.■ k liberty 
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liberty and property; the caliph granted it with 
facility, and broke it with ftill more facility : the 
headof Munes, who was treacheroufly put to death, 
and thofe of fome chiefs, were expofed the fecond 
day after in different public places at Bagdad. 

This fpe&acle produced the contrary effedt to 
what the caliph had expe&ed from it. His per¬ 
fidy and cruelty irritated more and more the 
foldiers and people: the blood of the firft con- 
fpirators raifed up a greater number. The Turks 
befieged the palace, and roufed their caliph from 
the number into which he had been plunged by 
debauchery, to drag him to prifon; they put our 
his eyes, and obliged him, by bad treatment, to 
declare his abdication. Kaher reigned lefs than 
a year j and though, in that Ihort fpace, he had 
fpilt much blood, he was not put to death. After 
feveral years captivity, Mothaki, one of his fuc- 
ceffors, fet him at liberty •, but, it is faid, he was 
reduced to fuch mifery, that he afked alms the 
reft of his life at the door of a mofque. Such a 
beggar ought to be more an objeft of horror than 
of pity. 

RWi. Rhadi Billah, fon to Moktader, the eldeft of 
the Abbafians, was taken from the prifon in 
which he had been confined by his uncle Kaher. 
This prince afcended the throne in the 322d year 
of the hegira, the 934th of Jefus Chrift. He 
completed the lofs of the authority of the caliphs 
already fo tottering. The provincial governors, 

become 
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become hereditary, not only difregarded the or¬ 
ders of Radi, as they had already done thofe of his 
predcceflors, but even refufed him the annual 
fums, to which the laft caliphs had been confined 
by degrees, and who'had made tributary fove- 
reigns of thofe that originally were only '‘officers 
removeable at pleafure. 

Fourteen fovereigns, among which the Fati- 
m'ite caliph was the moft powerful, had"reduced 
the Arabian califate to the territory that far- 
rounded its capital.' The power of Mahomet’s 
fuccefTor was confined to things fpiricual, tofome 
deCifions on points of doftrine, and to vain ho¬ 
nors, which the Fatimite caliph,, who pretended 
with more reafon to the fucceJJion of Mahomet, 
always refufed him. 

Rhadi was even incapable of exercifing the 
authority which he had left him in Bagdad. Small 
a*s was this feeptre, it became too weighty for his 
Jiands. A vizier, charged with giving an account 
to the caliph of every important affair, and to 
enforce the execution of his orders, was inef¬ 
ficient for the effeminacy or rather incapacity of 
Rhadi. The only aft of absolute iovereignty 
that he ventured on during his reign, was to 
ftrip himftlf of it. He appointed an officer be¬ 
tween himfelf and the vizier, who, charged with 
all the weight of government, became the real 
monarch. This new matter was called Emir-al- 
Omra, that is, in Arabic, en^r of emirs, or prince 

k 2 of 
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of princes.. ^The caliph, in order to rid himfelf 
entirely of every kind of trouble, permitted the 
emir-al-omra to read public prayers in the great 
mofqufy.and in the pulpit of Mahomet, a function 
’till then indifpeniably referved to the caliph, 
which neither Mahomet nor any of his fucceffors 
had ever executed by deputy. Ebn Raick, the 
firft emir-al-omra, difgraced at the fame time 
both his new authority., and the califate, by 
purchafingfapeace of the general ofthe Karmates, 
prince of Air ? the moft feared, though the leaft 
of the Mahometan fovereigns: the, commander 
of the Faithful fubmitted to pay tribute to this, 
prince, who, properly ipeaking, was nothing 
more than a chief of freebooters. After thij 
period, the dignity of caliph loft all its power. 
But as ..the empire of Mahomet feemed to 
be founded principally on the Alcoran, the 
ufurpers of the different provinces, which at firft 
had formed all together but one ftate, ftill con¬ 
tinued a long time, for form fake, to receive 
the inveftiture from this pretended chief, who 
ftiled himfelf the fucceffor of the prophet. 

Mahomet had likewife. in Egypt another fuc¬ 
ceffor,'defcended from hi$ daughter Fatima, who 
alfo conferred inveftitures on the princes his 
neighbours, and who, in the fequel, was reduced 
to the fun&ions of the priefthood, like the caliph 
of Bagdad. But the latter groaned under the 
yoke of ufurpation much fooner than his com¬ 
petitor. 
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petitor. The emirs-al-omra, depofed the com¬ 
mander of the Faithful as often as their intereft 
or caprice prompted them to. 

This new dignity, though formed from th? 
ruins of the califate, appeared fo • important in 
the empire of Mahomet, that about the year 450 
of the hegira, 1058 of Jefus Chrift, under the 
caliph Kaiembar Illah, Trogrudbek, grand-fon of 
Seljioud, founder of the .dynafty of the Sclgieucids, 
conqueror of Irac, Syria, Mefopotamia, Natolia, 
and feveral other provinces, after having van- 
quifhed the emir-al-omra, would be emir-al-omra 
-himlelf, in order to divide with the caliph the 
right of being named in public prayers, to afcend 
into the pulpit of Mahomet, in fhort, tolee him¬ 
felf allbciated in the priefthood, which all the 
Muffurlmen ftill looked upon as the foundation 
and fupport of the fovereign power. The new 
lieutenant powerfully prote&ed the Abbafian ca¬ 
liph.^ Monftafer Billah, caliph of Egypt, had 
Exceeded to chafe away his competitor from 
.Bagdad, and had gotten himfelf acknowledged 
in almoft every part of Arabia for the foie com¬ 
mander of the Faithful. Trogrudbek overran 
thefe provinces at the head of a numerous army ; 
he vanquiihed in feveral battles thofe who per- 
fiited to call Monftafer Billah chief of the reli¬ 
gion. JETe brought back Kaiembar Illah to Bag¬ 
dad, where he himfelf graced the triumph of 
the- caliph, by holding the reins of his mule in a 

public 
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«ntry, and replacing that prinefc in the pulpit of 
Mahomet. 

As a reward for this fervice, Trogrudbek afked 
the daughter of Kaiembar Illah in marriage, 
whether he • loved her, or that he thoughts this 
alliance .would fecure him on his throne. The 
haughty caliph refufed at €fft to mix the blood 
of the Abbafians with that of the Turks, whom 
lie confidered as barbarians in proportion as they 
were become more powerful. Trogrudbek, irri¬ 
tated, invefted the palace of the commander of 
the Faithful, and fwore he would not let any one 
go in or come out, ’till -the -caliph ihould have 
confented to make him his Ton-in-law. Kaiem¬ 
bar granted 7 through weaknefs what he had re- 
fufed through pride. Trogrudbek carried his 
new fpoufe to Rai, in the Perfian Irac, where be 
had eftablilhed the feat of his pofTeflioiiSj and 
left a governor in the residence of the caliphs. 

We fhall not undertake to relate all the-wars 
which happened between the ufurpers of the 
empire of Mahomet; but finifli this fketch' of 
the hiftory of their religion, at the time when 
their power ended. After Trogrudbek, ■ the ca- 
lifate was nothing but a vain title. The Sel- 
gieucid'Turks tore this empire to pieces, in ordef 
to plunder the wreck. 

We have intended folely to give an inlight into 
the Muffulman religion j to fay what power it 

had given its minifters, how thefe minifters loft 

/ 
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it, how opinion yielded to force, in fine, how the 
Turkifh princes ufuiped the fceptre, which, ’till 
then, had never been feparated from the Alcoran. 

We fhall neither mention the crufades,fo fatal to 
Europe and Alia, .they are written by a- crowd of 
hiftorians of every age and country; nor the con 1 - 
quefts of Saladin, who came from Perfia,to over¬ 
turn the throne of the Fatimite caliphs, by mak¬ 
ing htmfelf .mafter of Egypt, after having had 
Adhud, the laft of. them, ftrangled; and to take 
from the Crufaders, id Paleftine, what had ,poft rieg*”®?* 
them fo much blood ; nor of Zengilkhan, 
who came from the extremity of Corea, to 
conquer half the univerfe, and deftroy thefe 
Turks who had fubjedted the fucceffors of Ma¬ 
homet. Thefe great events merit a particular 
hiftory, an undertaking for them alone. We 
fhall folely remark, that, after the caliph Kaiem- 
bar, eleven princes of the houfe ofAbbas languifhed 
fucceffively on the throne of Mahomet at Bagdad; 
that they did not preferve, even the appearance of 
power; that the laft of thefe pontiffs having dif- 
covered a defire to fhake off the yoke of the Mo¬ 
guls, prince Houlagoukhan, ' the grandfon of 
Zengis, facked Bagdad, and took from the caliph 
both his title and life, in the year 656 of the he- 
gira, 1258 of Jefus Chrift. 

After this period, there were no more caliphs 
at Bagdad. Saladin had deftroyed under his 
reign the Fatimite caliphs in Egypt. Bibar, 

fultan 
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fultan of Egypt, three years after the deftru&ion 
of the califate of Bagdad, picked up a branch of 
the Abbafians* which exifted and preferred this 
title ’till the conqueft of Egypt by Selim I. in 
1517 of Jefus Chrift, 923 of the hegira. But 
thefe caliphs, without a fhadow of power, were 
fubje&s of princes who received the inveftiture 
from them, becaufe the pretended fucceffors of 
Mahomet, in giving the, people the example of 
fubmiffion, feemed to render the authority of 
their matters more facred. 


THE 
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Turkiih, or Ottoman Empire, 

From its Foundation in 1300, to the Peace of 
Belgrade in 1740* 


o T h M a N 1. 

FIRST REIGU. 

T HE Ottomans, whofe history we are about From 1300 
to write, are, according to the opinion j.c* 6 ’“ f 
of the moft learned in Oriental dynafties, 700 to 726, 
defcended from the Ogulian Turks. Being dri- e e 
ven from their abode on the borders of the* ' r ~* 
Ca^)ian iea, by inteftine wars, they’tttok ^belter 
among the S.elgieucid Turks, fovereigns of Iconia, 
and received their name from Ottoman, their firft 
chief who became fovereign. ’Till then their 
, hiftory is confounded with that of the other 
Turks : it is only at this period that it became 
peculiar to them. We lhall unfold, by what 

B means 
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means thefe people, without any defire of glory 

He g . 700, or ] ove 0 f t h e i r country, have been able to exe- 

to 726. J 

v —%—* cute aftonilhing afts of courage, enflave the re- 
mains of the Roman empire, and all the country 
that, thefe laft pofleffed in the Eaft in their great- 
eft profperity. 

state of For a whole century the known parts of the 

Afia when 1 \ 

othman world had been harrafled with amazing 6migra- 

madehis ? . 

«rft ap- tions: the natiqns were, as one may fay, preci- 

pearance. Qn Qne anot jj Cr> The beft part of Afia 

continued in the pofleflion of the defcendants of 
Zengilkhan. Houlagou, one of them, who was 
tributary to his brother Magou the great khan 
of the Tartars, poflefled all Perfia; he had put 
to death the laft of the caliphs, and deftroyed this 
title, or at leaft this power, for ever. The 
Greek empire, reduced to the city of Conftan* 
tinople and to fome parts of Thrace, of Mace¬ 
donia, of Theflaly, and of Bithynia, was not 
recovered from the crufades, the fchifm, the 
ufurpation of the Latins, and from fo many in- 
tcftine and foreign wars, after which the ancient 
matters were at length remounted on their flut¬ 
tered throne. The kingdom of the Selgieucids 
ofjubjugated Iconia, like all the other pofleflions 
of the Turks, had ended with Mazoud II. its laft 
matter: in fine, the empire of Mahomet, ce¬ 
mented b yjb much blood and fo many vi feories, 
had yielded to forces more fanguinary. If there 
were jftill remaining fome petty Mahometan Jb- 

vereigns 
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vereigns in a corner of Afia, they were thoffe 
that the conquering moguls had drained to H «* 7 |°» 
notice, » 

In effed, after the diffolution of the kingdom 
of Iconia, fome fervants of the lafE $jltans|ought the houfe 
their^afety in inacceflible mountains. AsJqohLm. 
as the vanqujjhers were retired, thefe new emirs 
cause io difpute with the Greeks iome ancient 
pojleluons which were laid w$JEe. The histo¬ 
rians mc^t to be credited count five of the^e 
emirs or captains, who, after having appropriated 
to then^elves in common all the flat country of 
A$a minor, divided it between them, in oMer 
to conquer, each on his borders, the^irong cities 
and the maritime towns which the Greeks yet 
pqgejlped. 

Othman, the ^on of Trogrul, who had ujfe- 
fully Served the la$E_Jultan of Iconia, was one 
of the brav^t; Bithynia,* which extends along 
the borders of the Black 5 ?a as far as the Pro¬ 
pontis, had formed his,government under the 
laft Jultans of Iconia, and became his lot after 
their overthrow. Thoje, who, after the Ottoman 
writers, are desirous of giving their empire more 
extensive po|fejJ 3 ons at the beginning, make.this 
emir a powerful prince, who had received from, 

B 2 th^b ■ 


* The Ottoman emperor look on a (mail village of Bithynia, called 
Soguta, as the cradle of their houfe, becaufe Trogrul and his fon Othman 
were born there. They have granted it fevaral privileges, which it ftilt 
enjoys. 
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’3£°» thefe^hwns of Iconia the investiture of a very 
h ' 8 * 7 7 °°» large pol^ejjion between Iconia and the Greek 
v—* empire j but there was then no other power in 
A$a than the Moguls who had ravaged it. We 
Ihall judge how much the territory which Othman 
governed ought to be confounded with that of 
the Greeks, by the firft military exploit related 
of him after he became fovereign. 

The governors, or Greek princes, jealous of 
che^of Othman, whom they already confidered as a dan- 
two neigh, gerous neighbour, refolved to set rid of him by 

bour«, and ° J 

feiees their treachery. One of them, who was podeflbr of 
poffeffions. ^ caftle of^arififar, invited Othman to the wed¬ 
ding of his daughter, as well as all the neigh¬ 
bouring feigniors, Turks or Greeks. The Tur- 
kifh emir, though admonifhed of this entertain* 
njent’s being intended to be fatal to him, refolved 

1 V 

to accept the invitation. He requefted the go¬ 
vernor of the caftle of Belejiki, the intended fbn- 
in-law and accomplice of the treacherous gover¬ 
nor of Jariffar, to receive into his fort his 
(Othman's) wives and nioft valuable effe&s, 
under pretextj that being at war with another 
neighbour, he feared left this enemy fhould come, 
during the entertainment, to pillage Carachifar, 
the place of his residence. The governor pf- 
Belejiki eagerly received this propofal. Othman 
fent to this traitor’s forty young warriors, dif- 
guifed like women, and covered with long veils, 
with torches apd arms inclofed in cafes. The 

feftiyal 



OTHMAN 'I. 


5 


feftival was to be held in a plain near the cattle 
of Belejiki. Othman repaired thither the day 
appointed with but few attendants, after Haying 
en-ambulhed a hundred of his braveft fbidiers in 
a wood near the place of entertainment. The 
guefts were no fooner aflembled, than flames and 
abundance of fmokc were feen iflue from the 
' cattle, which Othman’s pretended wives had fet 
on fire. The governor and his father-in-law, 
who. ran to extinguilh it, were vigorpufty charged 
by the hundred men in ambufcade, and cut in 
pieces with all thofe of their party. Othman had 
time the fame day to take the cattle of Belejiki, as 
likewife that of Jariflar, which .belonged to the 
father of the bride. It is faid, that he gave this 
bride to his fon Orcan, who had fhared with him 
the peril and glory of his conqueft. The young 1 
captive entered the bed of the murderer of her 
father and lover, and was mother to the emperor 
Amurath I. 

The commencAWent of the Ottoman empire othm.s 
is fixed about the year 700 of 1 the hegira, 13®® foundatio« 
of Jefus Chrift. Its founder knew how to em- °( re h . is * m ‘ 
ploy advantageoully the means of extending it. 

The Mahometan empire had flourilhed by enthu- 
fiafm and the fevereft difcipline; Othman fol¬ 
lowed the fame maxims in the little country 
where he began to be feared. ,He called himfelf 
the envoy of God to render Iflamifm triumphant, 
weakened by Zengilkhan and his fucceffors. 

Othman 
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j.c. 1300* Othman gave the Idolaters and Greeks the choice 
of embracing the Muffulman religion, or of pay- 
ing him a tribute. At the head of fome foldiers, 
excited by the hope of booty, or of martyrdom, 
he conquered Iconia from the Tartars, who had 
pofleffed it fince the death of the laft fultan, and, 
by degrees, almoft all Bithynia from the Greeks. 

The diffention which was broken out between 
the two Andronicufes, grand-father and grand- 
fo'n, whilft they reigned together at Conftanti- 
' nople, deprived them of the means of oppofing a 
progrefs which already threatened the downfall 
of this once mighty empife. Moreover, the 
mutual averfion of the Greek and Latin Chrif- 
tians turned to the advantage of their common 
enemies. 

After feveral conquefts, Othman attempted 
that of Burfa, the capital of Bithynia, renowned 
for its baths, one of the ftrongeft places of which 
the Greek emperors remained pofleffed. His 
firft efforts were unfuccefsful. > After a rather 
long fiege, he found himfelf obliged to retire, 
leaving only fome troops in ambufh, to moleft 
the commerce, and hinder the garrifon from 
leaving it: it was then that he made choice of 
Jengilhari, a town in the vicinity of Burfa, for 
his place of refidence. 

othman Hisvalour and policy foon procured him more 

reduces a * * 

greatnum.fplendid fucceffes. A fwarm of Tartars having 

Tartars, fpread over all the provinces of the Turkilh e- 

mirs. 
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mirs, Othman, more valiant than his neighbours, 
vanquifhed thofe who came to pillage Carachifar, 
his ancient capital. The rapidity of his con- «—v—» 
quefts in defencelefs countries has without doubt 
deceived tljofe who have believed him to have - 
been at firft a powerful fovereign. 

Othman knew equally, how to take advantage 
of difcord and of peace. Inftead of making a 
great daughter of thefe vagabonds, according to 
the oriental manner of fighting, he loaded with 
chains all the vanquifhed who were defirous of 
faving their lives, and offered them afterwards lands 
arid liberty, if they would confent to embrace 
his religion. Other Tartarian brigands ranged 
themfeives under his government! thus Othman 
founded a nation of foldiers. The vagabonds, 
without any other right to their new pofleffions, 
than the conceffion of the prince, holding of 
him, even their lives and liberties, fortified that 
defpotifm* which is the effence of a government 

perfectly 


♦ We nnderftand here by defpotifm* the right of commanding without 
contradiction, and without written laws, or the foie right of interpreting 
thofe that are fo. The Turks know no other written law than the Alcoran 
and the Sunna, which give, indeed, fome general precepts, but are far from 
preferring the manner of governing in particular cafes, or in ail the ordinary 
ones. Though'the interpretation .of thofe pretended facred writers belongs 
to the mufti, the dignity and pofleffions of this chief of the Muflulman 
religion are in the hands of the emperor; he dares not undertake any thing 
againft the will of his mafter, at leaft if he be not fureof dethroning him. 
The manners of the Turks, more conftant than their laws, undoubtedly 
refrain the power of the monarch. He riiks his throne and his life, when 

he 
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J-C-i3c Q > perfectly military. The firft fubjedls of the 
Heg. 700, Ottoman empire-were warriors docile to the voice 

to 726. 1 

*—of their chief. Othman juftified this abfolute 
power by the authority of the Alcoran, and by 
the example of the Divinity, of whom fovereign* 
are the image. As the fupreme Being is un¬ 
bounded in his decrees, faid he, he, who repre¬ 
sents him on earth, ought to be fo likewife. 
This was the 'great argument of Mahomet, to 
which his followers had not learned to anfwer. 

After thefe principles, though it appears cer¬ 
tain that Othman never bore the title of emperor, 
nor even that of fultan, he neverthelefs laid a 
good foundation for the power of his future race, 
by announcing to his fubje&s a God remunerator 
and avenger. In perfuading them that the fo¬ 
vereign was the organ by which this God mani- 
fefted to them his wilhes, he infpired them with 
fuch a devotion for the blood of their matters, 
that it makes an efiential part of the form of 
worfhip which the Ottomans believe due to the 

Divinity. 

he attempts to mifufe them too openly. This is alfo an effefl of defpottfm, 
which expofes the days of the fovereign whenever this fovereign is not the 
itrongefl. The Turks are not all (laves, as fome have pretended; but 
they are all liable to confifcation of property, and even to be put to death 
without being convi&ed of any crime: and this misfortune happens fre¬ 
quently to the mod elevated ranks. The Ottoman monarche are likewifd 
defpotic, in no one’s having a right to reclaim in their prefence, either the 
intereft of the people, or the authority of the law. To conclude, if 1* 
define defpotifm a power without bounds, the Ottoman emperors are not' 
defpotic, and there are none fuch on the face of the earth. But if we 
define it a power without rules, there is no monarch more defpotic than 
the fovereign of the Turks. 
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Divinity. They ftill believe, at this day, that 
the houfe of Othman will have end, only with He g . 7°°. 

4 . to 726. 

their empire, which is itfelf to laft as long as the v — r—> 
world. Though the Ottoman emperors are not, 
as the caliphs were, fucceflors of Mahomet, and 
premier pontiffs, their perfon is not lefs facred, 
nor their orders lefs regarded as emanations of 
the Divinity, unlefs they direftly clafh with the 
precepts of the Alcoran. ' The blind obedience, 
which communicates itfelf ftep by ftep, renders 
the authority of the l'oweft officers of the empire 
as abfolute as the emperor’s. 

Orcan, the fon of Othman, a prince as valiant p rince o r - 
as his father, again befieged the town of Burfa, Burflu”* 
and h^d the good fortune to take it. Death Death of 
furprifed the'emir, as he was preparing to remove 0thman ' 
the feat of his dominions to this capital of 
Bithynia. He fent for his fon to come to him at 
Jengifhari, that he might give him his laft orders, 
and bid him a final adieu. Othman died the 
726 year of the hegira, 1326 bf Jefus. Chrift. 

This prince had great defigns, a tried courage, 
and a rare prudence. He knew how to com¬ 
municate ‘ to his nation the force neceflary to 
extend and elevate it. He civilized barbarians 
juft as much, as was neceflary to teach them to 
vanquifh; for, as we fhall fee, the Ottomans were 
always more fanguinary than the other nations, 
and their ferocity greatly augmented, the renown 
of their valour. • ' 


C 


ORCAN 
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J.C. >3*6, 
to 1360. 

Heg. 7*6, 

to 761.' 

O R C A N I. 

SECOND REIGN. 

f\RCAN afcendcd the throne, aged thirty-five 
Orcw b3r ^ years, with more pomp than his father. He 
introduced into his court pageantry and magni¬ 
ficence, and (tiled himfelf fultan. This title, 
more impofing than that of emir, began to accord 
with the extent of country that Orcan had to 
govern, the bounds of which he flattered himfelf 
with enlarging confiderably. Othman had fixed 
before his death that Burfa fhould be the feat of 
his empire. His fon followed this project. He 
adorned with vaft edifices his new refideivce, and 
eftablifhed in it mofques, hofpitals, public mar¬ 
kets, in fhort, every thing fuitable to the capital 
of a powerful ftate. The new fultan declared 
his brother Allaadin grand vizier, that is, prime 
minifter, and the next to himfelf in. the ftate. 
This example was not followed by Orcan’s fuc- 
ceffors, who, always fulpicious, regarde4 their 
neareft relations as their greateft enemies. The 
fultan abolifhed the ufe of the Selgieucid money, 
and had a coin of his own ftruck. Orcan, well 
perfuaded Uiat armies docile to the voice of their 
chief would be the principal fpring of his autho¬ 
rity. 
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rity, applied himfelf to the perfe&ing of the 
military difcipline which his father had eftablilhed. 

He was the firft that fixed a daily pay for the v—J 

infantry, who, ’till then, had been paid, only by 
pillage, or the hope of Paradife. He formed a 
corps of young Chrittian renegades, wrefted in 
infancy from their parents, and who had no other 
refource to get out of llavery than to carry arms. 

Thefe young foldiers, being placed under fevere 
matters, foon learned to obey and to bear hunger 
and fatigue: and they faw a certain advancement 
for recompenfe of their docility and courage. 

Thofe, who poflefied lands, or other riches, were 
appointed to the cavalry; they formed the corps 
of fpahis, which ftill fubfifts, mounted on horfes 
as fwift as docile. Orcan afligned to the military 
a particular drefs. 

With troops, if not more courageous, at leaft Orcan 

more numerous and better difciplined than his comedia 

father’s, he vanquilhed Andronicus, the Greek and K * 

emperor, who had patted the fea to oppofe the 

incurfions of the lurks. After having beaten 

this prince in feveral battles, in one of which 

Andronicus was wounded, Orcan obliged him to 

make a f'udden retreat. He took Nicomedia, and J.c. .327. 

_ r . - Heg. 727. 

thus became fovereign of the territory that fur- 

rounded it, which extended a good way. Though 

thefe foldiers gave but little quarter, Orcan had 

given orders to fpare the women and children. 

All the prifoners of this kind became as many 

C 2 fubje&s. 
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J ^'i36o. 7 ’ fub J efts > whom he fent ^ repeople the places leaft 
^habited. The fultan, feeing that his new do- 
«—v—» minions wanted cultivators, repaired, by the ex¬ 
treme care that he took of the children, the lofs 
of their fathers, facrificed in too great a nunpber 
at his conqueft. He eftablilhed in every towq a 
cadi, a judge that was to be refponfible to the 
bafhaw dr governor of the province. Thefe 
officers began forthwith to render a fpeedy and 
arbitrary juftice, alone known in the Ottoman, 
empire. 

T.c.1330. Of all Orcan’s conquefts, Nice coft him moft 

Heg. 730. . 

time ana men. He remained two years before 
that place, which was defended with more refo- 
lution than the Greeks had fhown a long time, 
Orcan made ufe of war engines that were then in 
ufe for battering walls, but which could not 
be eredled without much bloodfhed. When the 
breaches were open, the befieged demanded folely 
the liberty of retiring to Coriftantinople. Orcan 
.pot only granted them their requeft, but he per¬ 
mitted even thofe who wilhed to changfc their 
refidence to carry away their property. This 
generofity retained at Nice a great many citizens, 
who, in hopes of being governed with juftice, 
continued to dwell in their own country, paying 
tribute to the conqueror. Several even embraced 
Iflamifm. Orcan took care to provide advan- 
tfigeoufly for all the women that were become 

widows 
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widows during the fiege of Nice, and from whom 

.... . it./. 

children might yet be hoped for. H eg . 736, 

As yet Orcan had only made war with the v-j 
Greeks. Full of his father’s maxims, he pre¬ 
tended, or at leaft he published, that the Muflid- 
men ought not to. turn their arms agamft one 
another, and that the fword of-a true Believer ^ 


fliould never be dipped but in the blood of Infi- 
dels. This prejudice encouraged the foldiers, emirs ‘ 
and made their fultan appear to them as a mi- 
nifter of the decrees of God j but it likewife 
feemed to forbid Orcan the hope of ever reigning 
.over thefe countries near him, which Mahometan 
emirs poffefTed of the ruins of the Selgieucid em¬ 
pire. The children of the emirs that had di¬ 
vided Natolia with Othman I. had made new 
partitions between them, which weakened their 
power. This divifion of the MufTulman forces 
prefented a fine field~for the avidity of Orcan. 

The fultan obtained by fraud what he durft not 
take by.force. Being become the moil powerful 
of the MufTulman princes, he caufed himfelf to 
be proclaimed guardian to an emir, the grandfon 
of Sarkan, who, as yet but a child, inherited the 
throne of his father. The new guardian took 
pofiefiion of the dominions of Rafim his wardj 
he garrifoned his towns, under pretence of de¬ 
fending them, and gathered the impofts which 
this prince drew from his fubje&s, in order, as 
he faid, to ceconomize them for prefling occa- 

fions. 
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J*c. 1336, fions. The feeble ward never durft afterwards 

to I 360. f 

Heg. 736, reclaim rights which no one could enforce. He 
*—v—-< died the fubjedt of a prince, who had called him- 
felf his protector and ally in order to wreft from 
him his patrimony. 

Another emir, grandfon likewife of Sarkan, 
young and without experience, amazed at the 
rapid fuccefs and power of Orcan, refolved to 
refign to him his eftate, which confuted of five 
towns, feparated by fome plains, forming together 
a fmall province, of which Pergamo was the 
capital. This emir was called Turfonbeg. A- 
gilbeg, his younger brother, irritated at the pro¬ 
posal of refigning to a ravifher 'the inheritance 
of his father, and of giving the fubjedts of his 
houfe a foreign mafter, declared, that he would 
defend the feeptre which his brother abandoned 
fo cowardly, and endeavoured to get himfelf 
acknowledged emir in his place. As this dif¬ 
ference had occafioned a civil war, Orcan pei;- 
fuaded the two brothers to fpare MufTulman 
blood, and to treat this affair amicably in a place 
agreed upon. Agilbeg no way diffembled to his 
elder brother the contempt which he held him 
in j the difeuflion became a quarrel, and finifhed 
by a fingle combat, in which Turfonbeg was 
killed. The vanquifher took refuge in Pergamo, 
refolved to fell dearly his patrimony to the am¬ 
bitious Orcan, who, become the avenger of the 
blood of his ally, and of a fratricide which he 

pretended 
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pretended was a treachery, feized this pretext to 
turn all his forces againft the unfortunate Agilbeg. 

This prince did not make fo long a refiftance as «—v-j 
his defpair might have enabled him to. Some 
traitprs delivered him and his capital to Orcan, 
who foon took pofieflion of his ftate, and fhut up 
Agilbeg in prifon, where he died, after two years 
of the hardeft captivity. 

Orcan, matter of Natolia proper, and of the So b IM ;’ 

1 1 pafles the 

borders of the fea which feparates Alia from fea & take. 

' _ , _ Gallipoli. 

Europe, longed to penetrate into this rich part 
of the world, to attack the Greeks there, whom 
he had already v&nquifhed on his own ground., 
Solyman, the fon of Orcan, a young warrior full 
of ambition and courage, wilhed for conquett 
ftill more 'ardently than his father; but the Ot¬ 
tomans, ufed to fight only by land, had nei¬ 
ther vefiels, nor pilots, nor conftru&ors; they 
wanted even fifliing barks, and every mean of at¬ 
tempting this element, more redoubtable perhaps 
for thofe that underftand it, than for thofe who 
have never experienced it; atleaft Solyman rifked 
what the moft experienced feaman would have 
thought impracticable. Since the fultan had 
made himfelf matter of all the fea coatt, the 
Greek emperor had publilhed a decree, which 
forbade, under pain of death, the putting of any 
vefTel, or even bark, on the Bofphorus of Thrace, 
or on the ftraits of Gallipoli i flattering himfelf 
that this barrier would be always impenetrable 


to 



HISTORY of the OTTOMANS. 


16 

‘1360 s * to e ^ orts °f Orcan. Solyman, having made 
a ^ unt * n g party, arrived by a fine moon light on 

v—■> the borders of the ftraits, at the head of eighty 
determined men. He conftrudted three rafts of 
thin plank, fattened on corks and ox bladders 
tied-by the neck, and thus riflced himfelf and 
attendants to crofs five leagues of fea on thefe 
frail Ikiffs, by the aid of long poles which ferved 
him as oars and even rudders; This rafti enter- 
prife fucceeded beyond the wilhes of Solyman. 
He arrived* without the leaft accident, at the foot 
of the cattle of Hanni in Europe. Both the 
night and the moon favored him. He met a 
peafant at break of day going* to work. This 
man, enflaved by fear and gained by gold, intro¬ 
duced the Turkifh prince, by a fubterraneous 
paflage, into the cattle of Hanni (the" ancient 
Settos). There was no garrifon in this place, as 
the Greeks thought, it fufficiently defended by 
the feaj all was ftill hulhed in profound deep. 
Solyman made himfelf matter of the cattle, and 
having aflembled the principal inhabitants, he 
addrefied them in the moft flattering terms, and 
made ufe of the moft magnificent promifes, to 
perfuade thefe Greeks, who were all pilots or 
failors, and moreover very little attached to their 
prince, to take the vefiels which-they had in two 
fmall ports juft by, and conduct them to the 
other fide of the ftrait, to embark four thoufand 
Turks, who wer^ there attending him, In a few 

hours 
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hours this fmall army was tranfported from Afia 
to Europe, and, before the end of the day, Soly- 
min took the other cattle, called Aiofo Conia, r—» 

which did not contain more garrifon than the 
ftrft. The next day, the governor of Gallipoli 
aflembled all the troops that he could mutter, 
and attacked the enemy: the battle was long 
and bloody; the Turks at laft forced the Greeks 
to flee and fhelter themfelves in their town. 

Which they defended coufageoufly a long time ; 
but wanting provifions, and their fortifications 
being moreover in bad condition, they were 
obliged to ftirrender. Thus Solymari rnade him- 
felf matter of the key of Europe. 

About this time the Grefek empire was troubled ? rcan 

A forms a n 

with freih diffentions. Cantacuzenus, guardian to 

0 , with the 

the emperor Paleol'ogus, having attempted tofeize Greekem- 
on the fotefeign power, had fucceeded to divide tacuzenus, 

& marries 

it. The emprefs Anne, mother to the young his daugh- 
empetbr, fought protestors for her fob, and alked 
afliftance of Oriian. Cantacuzenus made the 
fame application. As the fultan defired only 
conquefts, he chofe rather to join the ufurper, 
who. was mangling the remains of the empire, 
than its lawful matter, who had intereft to pre- 
ferve it. Orcan fent fuccours to Cantacuzenus, 
which did not a little contribute to the ruining 
of the country, for the Turkilh generals took 
great care to difmantle the places that they feized' 
in the name of the Greek ufurper. Under pre- 

D tence 
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J£j|* tence of ferving the ally, they-laid wafte Thrace 
as muc ^ 36 i* 1 their power, and equally endea- 

«—v —j voured'fo weaken and plunder it. Cantacuzenus, 
in order to confirm this alliance, which he thought 
would be very ufeful to him, refolved to give 
Orcan his daughter in marriage, notwithftanding 
the difference of religion, and the number of 
wives, concubines, and children, that this bar¬ 
barian had already. This was what Cantacuzenus 
himfelf called his future fon-in-law. The fultan 
eagerly received the propofal of this marriage. 
He fent an ambafiador to demand this princefs, 
Who was called Theodora* The new Greek em¬ 
peror was then at Selivrea. The ceremony of 
the marriage was performed in a large plain near 
the city, where the princefs was {hewn to the 
people, fitting on an elevated throne, unattended 
by any one of her fex, in the middle of a troop 
of eunuchs on their knees with lighted torches. 
According to the laws of the country, neither 
the mother nor the fillers of Theodora appeared at 
this ceremony. The emperor gave a magnifiefent 
entertainment to all the Turks, who, the next 
day, conduced their new fultanefs to her hulband. 
This princefs retained her religion in the middle 
of the feraglio of Orcan: and this fultan, either 
through policy or inclination, granted her more 
liberty, than the Muffulmen in general give their 
wives ; for, a lhort time after her marriage, 
peace being concluded beeween Paleologus and 

Cantacuzenus, 
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Cantacuzenus, on condition of dividing the an- J- c - ‘33«» 

“ to 1360. 

'thority between them, Orcan came as far as He e- 

' to 761. 

Scutari, where the emperor his father-in-law came v —* 

to receive his compliments. On this occafion the 
Muffulman prince brought Theodora to fee her 
father, and permitted her to go and pa(s three 
days at Conftantinople with the imperial family, 
whilft he, the fultan, waited for her on board his t 
velfels, for he had fome fince Solyman’s expe¬ 
dition on .the ftraits of Gallipoli. 

Tlip Greek empire was but a lhorf time in skyman 
peace. The difagreement between Cantacuzenus raTtownT' 
and Paleologus being renewed, the latter engaged’“Korean 
in his quarrel the Syrians and Bulgarians,' and the XtfurpL 
former had recourfe to his. fon-in-law, who fent tl0n ‘ 
him twenty thoufartdmen under the command of 
his fon Solyman. This young prince beat the 
Bulgarians, took fort Simpre, and feveral mari¬ 
time towns of Thrace. Paleologus, aftonilhed, 
fent ambaffadors with confiderable prefents to 
this redoubtable enemy, to engage him to remain 
neuter in the quarrel. Solymfan promifed it, and 
repaffed the fea without rendering, either to Pa¬ 
leologus or Cantacuzenus, the places which he had 
taken in the Greek empire. A Ihort time after, 
an earthquake having .done much damage in fe¬ 
veral towns of Thrace, the foldiers and inha- 
bitants, frighted at the fall of the buildings, 
deferted them to feek their fafety in the plains. 
Solyman, always ready to take advantage of every 1 
D 2 circumftance. 
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J to‘4lo 6 ’ Pircumftance, returned into this province, entered 
H to' 7 6 7 i^' the towns that had been defertcd on account 
' of the earthquake, placed new garrifops in them, 
and expeditioufly repaired the breaches,! Canta- 
cuzenus complained in vain to his fon-in-law; 
the fultan replied, that the part of Thrace which 
his fon had taken pofiefixon of, was but a trifling 
indemnity for the expences of the war; that So- 
lyman had had a right to take poffeffion of thefe 
deferted towns, which did. not appear to belong 
to any one; and that, as to the reft, neither 
Gallipoli nor Simpre ftiould be reftored ’till the 
emperor had paid him the expences of the ar¬ 
mament. Thefe two places interefted Canta- 
cuzenus more than all the others; he fent his 
fon-in-law fifty thoufand crowns of gold; but 
the perfidious fultan, after having received the 
price, eluded the reftitution. Cantacuzenus, 
aftonijhed, crofled the fea with a fepble efcort,. 
and went as far as Nicomedia to feek a conference 
with Orcan, who took care to avoid it; Can¬ 
tacuzenus was even given to underftand, that he 
would rilk his liberty, if he penetrated farther * 
into the territories of his fon-in-law. 

The fultan’s deceit did not prevent Cantacu¬ 
zenus from reftoring him Kalil, his youngeft fon 
by the princefs Theodora,, This child had been 
taken by a Phocian pirate, who came as far as 
the gulf of Aftacena, in which was fituated Ni¬ 
comedia, where the young Kalil was bred up. 

The 



at 


ORCAN I. 

The emperor gave a largeTurn of money, and 
conliderable dignity, to the pirate for the ranfooa 73fc 
of the Turkifh prince his grandfba. At that v-v—» 
time Solyman was extending his empire eaftward; 
he took from the Tartars the towns of Aacyra. 
and Cratea, On his return, Ife found that the 
emperor Cantaeuzenus had retired iato-a cloifter,. ^ e a n n “ c a “' 
and that his foo Matthew pofleffed his throne. 
Notwithftanding the promifes which PaleoLogus, j^"° f 
had made his. colleague, at the time that the 
latter made hisabdication, to live on good terms, 
with his fon, the concord between the two Greek, 
emperors was not of long duration-. In a Ihort 
time, Matthew reclaimed the dangerous afliftance 
of thefe Turks, whom his father had had fo much 
reafon to complain of. The new emperor was 
not better ferved by them than Cantacuzenus had 
been. Five thoufand men that Orcan fent to 
reinforce him, after having pillaged every place 
through which they pafled, gave the example of 
flight to Matthews’s troops in a battle fought 
near Philippi, when this prince was made pri- 
foner. The unfortunate emperor having abdi¬ 
cated his crown to recover his liberty, the Turks 
had do longer occasion to feign, or rather to 
betray. Orcan no longer thought but of taking 
by open force the reft of Thrace, great part of 
which he had already ufurped. 

The fultan fent his two eldeft Tons, Solyman 
and Amurath, acroft the Tea. Thefe two prince* 

entered 
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j.c.1336, entered all the places that fell in their way, 

to 1360. * 

Heg. 736, lowing every where more cruelty even than 
c—* valour, maffacring unmercifully all thofe that did 
Orem’s not furrender at thefifft onfet. This manner df 

ions con- * . 

q«rthe making war, unknown in Europe, terrified the 
Thrace, whole country. The European warriors prided 
themfelves on their generality to the vanquilhed. 
The Greeks efpecially made a point of regarding^ 
men’s livesj they punilhed crimes only by muti¬ 
lations. What then muft have been their terror* 
when they were attacked by barbarians, who took* 
pleafure in deftroying them, and whofe ferocity 
feemed to augment with the facility that they 
found to fatiate it ? At firft the unhappy inha¬ 
bitants of the Greek empire fhut themfelves up 
in the ftrong towns, which ferved them but a 
ihort time for an afylum, after which they fled 
into Italy, and fpread themfelves over the other 
parts of Europe, where they carried with them 
their tafte for the fciences and the fine arts. 

Notwithftanding his ferocity, Amurath fought 
fubje&s; he repaired the fea on the approach of 
autumn, carrying with him into Alia more Haves 
than foldiers. He defigned them to repeople the 
countries which his forefathers had laid wafte. 
But. defpotifm, ftill more deftru&ive than a 
momentaneous ferocity, has. rendered all thefe 
tranfmigrations ufelefs. The Ottoman provinces 
always appear like countries defolated: the A- 
rabians overrun with impunity thofe of Afia, 

fetdng 
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•fitting a ranfom upon tf>e travellers and caravans. 

The opulent cities of Athens, Sparta, Ephefus, H ^f" 7 ^ 6 * 
Antioch, and many others, are eclipfed by their *~-v—» 
pafled fplendor: the rubbilh of their fumptuous 
buildings fills up their ground plot: thefe ate 
miferable habitations, built on one fide of thofe 
ruins which bear .their famous names. 

Meanwhile, Solyman/ laid fiege to Adrianople, 
which he made himfelf matter of at the end of 
nine months, in 1360. 

■ this young prince was thinking only Death b£ 

bf increafing his heritage and glory, an accident and of Or** 
cut the thread of his fife. As he was exercifing father' 
his cavalry at the long bow in thp plains of A- 
drianople, an Unruly horfe ran away with him, 
and having run againft a large tree, Solyman was 
crufhed with the blow, and expired immediately. 

His father, Orcan, grieved to the very heart at 
this lofs, furvived.him but two months ; he died 
at the age of feventy, after a reign of thirty-five 
years. This prince oyved his greateft fuccefles 
to his fon Solyman, whom he had taught to van- 
quifh and to deceive like himfelf. Fraud and 
cruelty compofed all his policy, which was fuffi- 
cient againft enemies timid and divided. Under 
Orcan, the Turkilh ftate took a new force $ its 
future grandeur might eafily be forefeen by the 
progrefs that it had already made. Orcan efta- 
blifhed in his dominions more order than could 
be expected from an unjuft prince and a barbarous 

people j 
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people j but the worft hearts are willing to have- 
H«g. 7*«» thofe they govern juft; they know that no foeiety 
v — r— * can fubfift without it. The fultan was interred 
at Burfa in the year 1360 of Jefas Chrift, 761 of 
the Hegira. 


A M U R A T H I. 

THIRD RE ION. 

i 

\ 

juaunth A MURATH Was forty one years old when 
thepAn- 5 his father left him the fceptre. In order to 
»ia.° f Hc impofe on the people, he affe&ed an exterior 
piety, and took a Perfian furname, which fig- 
G j“k h nifies, fent from God. He fixed his refidence 
Tiroars. the at Adrianople as foon as he began his reign j but 
he was hardly eftablifhed there, before he was 
obliged to repafs into Alia to quell a fedition. 
Hiftory does not name, either the feditious, or 
'the place of their affembly. All that we know 
is, that fome balhaws, believing Amurath too 
much occupied with his conquefts in Europe to 
be able to think of maintaining his power in Alia, 
attempted to lhake off the yoke; that the fultan, 
who had juft concluded a treaty with the Greek 
emperor, John Paleologus, paffed the ftraits of 
Gallipoli, marched againft the rebels, vanquilhed 
and difperfed them in a Angle battle. The ful¬ 


tan 
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tin foon returned to Europe, where* according 
to Calcondilus, he flew on the wings of love. He s-- 76'* 

.. tO 7 $tm 

The fecond year of his reign he took the town 
Of Phera* from-the Tribaflians,f who had taken 
it themfelves from the Greek emperor; he then 
attacked the defpot of Servia, but was fo fa¬ 
vorable to this feeble enemy, as to fpare his 
troops, and even his country, on condition of 
his giving his daughter in marriage to the van- 
quifher. Amurath certainly had never feen this 
princefs, for in that age, the Greek women were 
nearly as much fequeftered as the Mahometan 
ones. If Amurath purchafed the hand of the 
princefs of Servia at ,the price of a province, it 
was without doubt on the reputation of her 
beauty. Moreover, Amurath was certain of 
conquering Servia the firft moment'he Ihould 
take the pai n s to en ter j t. Jde- red uced fome M ifian 
and Triballian defpots; he' impofed even per- 
fonal taxes on thofe of their fubje&s who perfift- 
ed in Chriftianity; but thofe who had borne arms, 
and would become Muffulmen, were enrolled 
among the fpahis. The fultan diftrlbuted. lands 
to fome others, on condition of their entertaining 
during a war a horfe and fome foldiers propor- 
tionably to the value of their pofieflion. In this 
'manner he attached them to his fervice by favors, 
which he could deprive them of at every in- 

E ftant, 

* Phera was on the frontiers of Macedonia, on the borders of Se*vi*, 
ini ferved as a rampart to that province. 

+ People of Bulgaria and Serbia. 
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^to~i 389°' ^ ant > an d that were to pafs to their eldeft fon, 
He g . jSi f on j y on t hte fame condition : even at this day, 
v—v— j' thefe military benefices, called timars, given by 
Amurath I. or by his fucceffors, are fo in the 
harida of the prince, that a timarian is as much 
afraid of lofing the inheritance that he pofieffes, 
whether from his father or the emperor, as if it 
were a daily pay which the leaft difcontent or 
caprice could take from him. 

He efta- Amurath paid Hill more attention to his 
janifTaries. infantry, which he juftly regarded as the prin¬ 
cipal force of armies. He eftablifhed the corps 
of janifTaries as we fee it at this day: and, 
by the advice of Kara Ali his grand vizier, 
he ordered, that the fifth part of the flaves that 
lhould be made from the enemy, (for the Turks 
call their prifbrjers of war by no other name,) 
fhould belong to the fultan, and that thefe 
foreigners, having embraced Iflamiftn,* fhould 
form a new corps, which Amurath fixed at ten 
thoufand men, but it was afterwards confxderably 
augmented. He divided them into odas or 
chambers, at the head of which he appointed 

particular 

* The Turkilh emperors regard all thofe that become Muflulmen as 
fubje&s. Submifiion Co the Alcoran implies always the privilege of natu ■ 
ralization^ A renegade is fometimes prime minifter of the empire. There is 
no other,vank in Turkey than that of employments, and every Mufliilman, 
ivithout diftin&ion, Is capable of being appointed. The Daves taken in 
argrtf or given by tributary nations, if they are brought up from infancy in 
.he Muffulman religion, or in military difcipline, either in the feraglio or in 
Tome oda, are much furer of fucceeding to high employs, than the inhabi- 

'•nte nf bnurn*. 
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particular officers, and he fubje&ed the whole 
corps to a chief, called an aga, who, by his credit H to g ’ 
and authority, became one of the firft officers of 
the empire; As Amurath wiffied to give this 
corps of infantry the renown of great valour, 
he refolved to confecrate it by religion. The 
firft enrolled were lent to a dervis, whofe holy 
life rendered him recommendable. As foon as 
thefe new foldiers were proftrated before him, 
the folitary man, affefting a prophetic tone, and 
placing the fleeve of his garment on the head of 
the firft of them : “ Be their name janiffaries,” 
faid he; tc be-their countenances fierce, their 
« c hands always victorious, their fwords always 
<c ffiarp, their lances always ready to ftrike at 
« the head of an enemy, and their courage the 
<c caufe of their conftant profperity.” Since this 
period, they have always retained the name of 
janiffaries, which fignifies new foldiers, and their 
cap has retained the form of a fleeve. This, fol- 
diery became, as we fhall fee in the fequel, very 
ufeful to the Ottoman empire, and fometimes 
fatal to its mafters. , ^ 

All abfolute as Amurath was, he affe&ed to refufes the 
fubmit himfelf ftriftly to the ufages, and even to of the em- 
the minifters of the Alcoran, though he could £ e 0 r °£ quen . 
raife or depofe them at his will. The mufti, who ces * 
is the chief of the religion, was likewife, in the 
beginning of the empire, judge of the contefts 
which happened between private perfons.* The 

E 2 fultan 

* The mollahs and cadis, who ate th« Ottoman judges, are ecclefiaftics. 
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fultan wanted to appear one day as a witnefs in 
Heg. 761, a procefs between two officers of the feraglio: • 
V-v-j the mufti had the boldnefs to refufe to hear his 
matter; " Your word is facred,” faid he to him, 
“ being the word of the fultan j but if you ap-*, 
“ pear as a private perfon, -1 cannot hear you,. 
** becaufe you do not mingle your prayers with 
<f thofe of your brethren in our mofques, as it 
“ behoves every Myflulman to do.” Amurath, 
ftruck-with this reproach, built a mofque at Ai 
drianople, oppofite his feraglio, where he went 
afterwards the days and hours ordered by the l|w, 
of Mahomet. 

The janifiaries, the very firft year of their in- 
ftitution, fhewed great proofs of valour. The 
fovereigns, that had feized on the ruins of the 
Greek empire, feared the fultan infinitely more 
than the feeble enemy whom they had plun¬ 
dered. John Paleologus ,faw the impoffibility of 
league be- fuftaining himfelf on his throne, without the af- 
dronicua & fiftance of this new ally, whofe ufyrped power he 
Oontv'us- detefted, by,. w hich he was obliged to implore., 
Andronicus and Contufus, th,e one fon of John 
Paleologus, the other.of Amurath, with the ja- 
niffaries, the fpahis, and a few imperial troops, 
defeated, at a place called Sjrmen, a confederate 
army of Moldavians, Walachians, Tranfylvanians, 
nnd Bulgarians, neighbouring nations, enriched 
by the fpoils of the Greeks, whom wejffhall fee 
■fpon becqme tributary to the Turks. Age, con¬ 
form} tjr 
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fortuity of inclinations; and fuccefs, united the 
two young princes; but Aridronicus beheld with 
the fame eyes as all the Chriftians the progrefs of v-J 
the Turks both in Europe and Aha. He-fumed 
to think he Ihould never afcend the throne of his. 
anceftors, but dependant and almoft tributary 
to a barbarian. Contufus was ambitious; An- 
dronicus undertook to arm him againft his father 
and matter; hoping one day to throw off the 
Turkifh yoke, by deftroying the father by the 
fon. To complete this enterprife, it was likewife 
neceffary for Andronicus to arm againft Pale- 
ologus. Both thefe princes governed their fa¬ 
thers’ European dominions, whilft Paleologus 
and Amurath were gone into Afia for reafons 
which hiftory does not fay. The two young 
rebels formed a league offenfiye and defenfive, 
and had their names placed in the public a< 5 ts. 

The fultap, pn receiving thefe news, reproached 
Paleologus as bitterly, as if he had been the ac¬ 
complice of the young prince who aimed at de¬ 
throning him, The emperor of the Eaft de¬ 
fended to the loweft juftifications ; and, what¬ 
ever reafop he had to wifli the divifton of the 
barbarians, he promifed to chaftife his fon, if he 
could take him prifoner. 

In effect, the two monarchs repaired the Bof- 
phorus, at the! head of an army compofed of 
Turks, for the Greeks were in fo ftnall a number, 
that they fcarcely merited to be counted. Amurath 

found 
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J-c-foiind the rebels encamped at fome leagues from 
7 ? s ’ Conftantinople, arid intrenched between palifades 
v—» and a river. He approached the camp at night, 
by favor of the moon light, and made himfelf 
known to the advanced guards. This fage prince 
made ufe of flattery and promifes in order to 
prevail on the foldiers to return to their obe¬ 
dience. The carefles of a monarch, ’till then 
always vanquifher, and of whom the rebels were 
afraid they Ihould foon experience the courage 
and fortune, fhook their conftancy : they re¬ 
turned to. the camp only to impart Amurath’s 
promifes to their comrades. In lefs than an hour 
Contufus faw more than three-fourths of his army 
defert to his father’s camp: the two revolted 
princes had no other choice than to retreat. 
They both fled to Didimotica, refolvCd to merit 
a capitulation by their courage. They were re>- 
ceived with refpeft; but, after much blood fpilt, 
the city was taken, and the two princes fell into 
the hands of an inexorable vanquifher. 

Baa fuc- Amurath fent Andronicus under a ftrong guard 

ceft of this , o o 

fcjue. to Conftantinople, and fummoned the emperor his 
father to keep his word by punifhing this rebel¬ 
lious fon, after which he had the eyes of his own 
put out in his prefence, and-all the foldiers of the 
garrifon precipitated from the tops of the towers 
of Didimotica into the Heb^r which runs at its 
foot. Amurath fatisfied his fanguinary humour 
under a fhadow of juftice ; but he made himfelf 

detcfted. 
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detefted, when he, condemned feveral, young citi- 
zens, who had prefumed to carry arms againft 
him, to be put to death by the hands of their«—»—» 
fathers. The fathers, who refufed to execute this 
barbarous order/ were maflacred with their fons. 

The emperor Paleologus did not dare refift 
the will of an ally who was almoft his matter. 
Though Andronicus had a&ed ohly for the in- 
tereft of the empire, he was condemned to have 
his eyes put out, as was Hkewife his fon, a child 
of five years old. But, either through chance, 
or pity in the executioners, neither of the two 
princes loft his fight. Andronicus had but one 
eye-abfolutely put out, and his fon had only the 
fight injured, which he recovered fome time after. 

Immediately after this execution, Paleologus Manu(A 
declared Manuel, his fecond fon, his afibciate in 
the empire. This young prince .fixed his refi- 
dence at Theflalonica. He was no fooner arrived 
there, than, vexed to fee the Greek empire be¬ 
come the prey of the Turks, he undertook to 
recover fome of the neighbouring towns by force 
or by ftratagem. Manuel procured intelligence 
in the town of Phera, but it was not fo fecret as 
not to be foon known to Amurath, who fent Ka- 
ratine, the moft experienced of his generals, to 
befiege Theflalonica. The townfmen, dreading 
the fate of thofe of Didimotica, threatened to 
deliver Manuel to his redoubtable enemy. The 
young emperor implored in vain the fuccour of 

his 
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^toigig 7 * k’ is father, John Paleologus, who replied, that not 
H to* 7 ? 9 ’ 6n ty he fhould notfend him any troops, but even, 
v-—* that, if lie appeared before Conftantinople, the 
' gates Ihould be fliut againft him. Manuel haf- 
tened to make ufe of his only remaining refource: 
on receiving this anfwer from the emperor his 
father, he furrendered Thefialonica to the Turkifll 


general, and going himfelf to Adrianople, he 
prefented himfelf as a fuppliant before the ful- 
tan, who, after a fevere reprimand, willingly par¬ 
doned Manuel the occafion that he had given him 
to take Thefialonica without ftriking a blow.’ 

The em- Paleologus, penetrated with fhame and grief, 
ologus goes left the government of his dominions to his fons, 
wea. to go and entreat fuccours of the Chriftian prin- 
ces of the Weft againft the barbarians. He de- 
figned to abjure the Greek fchifm at the feet of 
the catholic chief. Pope Urban Y. loaded him 
with prayers and benedictions; but that was all. 
He advifed him to feek fuccours in the courts of 


the other Chriftian princes. The emperor begag 
with France. Charles V. who fo juftly merited 
the furname of Wife, received Paleojogus with 
honor; but he was too much engaged againft 
his real enemies to feek others fo diftant from 


his frontiers. The French king refufed the 
Greek emperor forces which he could better em¬ 
ploy elfewhere; and the latter, difcouraged by 
this refufal, made no other effort. In returning 
through Italy, he was arretted at Venice for debts 

that 
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that-he had contra died there, and which his fons 1-0.1387, 
djd not pay ’till fome time after, with the fubfi- Heg! 3 ?^, 
dies that they were obliged to gather from the 
Fubje&s of the empire. After this humiliation, 
Paleologus returned to his dominions, bringing 
with him, as the foie fruit of this painful journey, 
the pope’s benediction, and the liberty of having 
mafs faid by a Romifh prieft, on a portable altar 
which the fovereign pontiff had given him. 

Whilft Paleologus was making vain efforts to Am Ura th 
repair the misfortunes of his empire, Amurath ^“on. 
fecured and extended his. His policy fervid him 2 $!££ 
as much asrhis arms. An alliance, and fome ne- 
gociations, procured him two Muffulman ftates into Eu ‘ 

* . _ V r rope, enga- 

in Alia. : The emir Ierman Ogli gave his dau<di- « es a 2 ar - 

. 00 o * my of con¬ 

fer to Bajazet, Amurath-’s fecond fon;'and his federates, 

r cr- '■ ' andiskill- 

luccepor on the throne, for Contufus'was heard ed,afterha - 

c r ■ . . _ ■ • . ving gained 

no more of after the putting out of his eyes. t * iev '^ ory - 
This princefs had for portion three towns, fituated 
in the Upper Phrygia, contiguous to r the domi¬ 
nions of Afnurath, namely : Cutaia, Agrigos, and 
Toychanlik. Soon after, the fultan madera ftill 
more important conqueft, which he owed only 
to his .addrefs and acquired reputation. Ahmid 
Ogli; emir of a province, to which he hid given 
his name, zealous for the advancement of the 
Muffulmanffaith,-fancied that he ought to refign 
his dominions to the-'envoy of, God ■, he volun¬ 
tarily blade himfelf tributary to the fultan Amtf- 
rath, and, dying without children, the province 

* 
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Jtoiji* 7 ’ Ahmida was indiflolubly united to the Turkilli 

***** 7 8 9> empire. 

to 791. * 

V—»—•* Amidft all thefe fucceffes, Amurath learned 

J-.C. 13*9. 

He g . 791. that Karatine, whom he had left in Europe at the 
head of the janiffaries and fpahis, had reduced al- 
raoft all Albania. The prodigious number of wo¬ 
men and children that were fent acrofs the ftraits 
of Gallipoli to repeople Alia, convinced this 
prince of the folidicy of his conquefts. In order 
to oppofe the progrefs. of the Ottomans, Lazarus, 
prince of Servia, had formed an army of Wa¬ 
lachians, Hungarians, Dalmatians, Triballiam, 
and thole Albanians that; had not been fubjugated. 
Amurath repaired the fea, and, without lofs of 
lime, placed himfelf at the head of his troops* 
he met the confederates in the plains of CalTovia, 
and voluntarily accepted battle, which they had 
the affurance to offer him. The con did was ter¬ 
rible on both fides; the janiflaries gave proofs of 
that courage and difeipjine on which Amurath 
had counted: the fpahis, armed with long lances 
adorned with, ftreamers, made great daughter of 
the Hungarian cavalry, who, not being covered 
with defenfive arms, feemed taprefent themfelves 
to the ftrokes of the vanquilher. At length vic¬ 
tory declared for the Turks * which when thought 
certain, Amurath alighted from his horfe, and 
walked on the field of battle. He remarked, 
with aftonilhment, that molt of the dead bodies 
of the enemy were young men without beards. 

Karatine, 
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Karatine, his general.of the army, replied to him 
on this occaflon, that it could not be expefted — 1 

any Others than rafh young men would rifle them- 
felves againft the fwords of Muflulmen. Whilfl: 
he was yet fpeaking, a wounded Albanian, who 
was biting the ground near them, collected all 
his force, or rather all his rage, to ftrike at the 
fultan, whom he knew by the magnificence of his 
arms, and the profound refpeA paid him by his 
followers. The wretch was hacked in pieces on 
the fpot, and the emperor died about two hours 
after, irr-the-middle of his chiefs, who fincerely 
curfed this bloody viftory. 

Amurath lived feventy-one jears, of which he 
feigned thirty. He contributed, as much as his 
predecdTors, to the elevation and fplendor of the ' 
Ottoman empire. This prince was equally feared 
by his enemies and fubjedts : his extreme feverity 
had introduced admirable order, both into his 
army and the adminiftration of juftice. The rer 
fpe£t too which Amurath affe&ed for religion, 
did not a little contribute to make him refpefted 
in his turn. This prince never undertook any 
thing important, without having implored aloud 
the fuccour of Heaven. One day, Amurath was 
befieging Bolina or Appollonia, a town of Thrace, 
regarded as impregnable. After feveral ufelefs 
aflaults and much blood fpilt, the fultan fell on 
his knees, and befeeched God to manifeft his 
power and the truth of Mahomet’s worlhip; 

F 2 which 
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h^' '79?’ W ^ c h he had no fooner done, than the janiflaries 
v *—v-—* recommenced the aflault, and carried the place : 
this iuccefs ftill paffes for a miracle among the 
Turks. Moreover, Amurath fignalized his zeal 
by-feveral ufeful eftablifhments; he founded* in 
almoft every large town which he defolated, 
medrefles or public fchools, and imarets or hof- 
pitals. He was embalmed and carried to Burfa, 
where the princes of the reigning family had thus 
far been interred. Bajazet, his fon, honored 
him with a magnificent tomb. 


j.c.1389, 

to 1401 ♦ 

Hcg. 79 

to 804. 


BAJAZET I. 


FOURTH REIGN. 


^MURATH was no fooner dead, than the 
foldiers proclaimed Bajazet, his eldeft fon, 
emperor. Iacub Thelebi, Amurath’s fecond fon, 
attempted to make himfelf a party in the army; 
but his revolt was foon punilhed, and Ke himfelf 
firangled, before the new emperor had thought, 
even of the obfequies of his father. Lazarus, 
defpot of Servia, the author of the war, and who 
had been taken prifoner in the laft battle, was 
likewife facrificed to the manes of the old em¬ 
peror. He was beheaded before the dead body 
of that prince. Bajazet, in the very beginning 

of 
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of his reign, fignalized his fanguinary humour I 
-and the ambition with which he was devoured. H eg- 79 »* 

' to 804. 

He had married, as we have feen, the daughter «— 
of, lerman Ogli, prince of Upper Phrygia : this'®-j" et the 
alliance did not protect that fovereign from the ,d ° r " inioni ‘ 

_ a of Iermaa 

avidity of his fon-jn-law. Bajazet was no fooner °gi>- 
arrived in Alia, than, under pretext of lerman 
Ogli’s tribute not being paid, he fell on his 
eftates, and, in lefs than two months, united 
them to the Ottoman crown, after which he 
banilhed his father-in-law to Ipfala j but the 
latter, fearing the cruelty of the fultan, fled 
into Perfia, where, during his latter years, he 
led a miferable, wandering life. 

An enemy more worthy of Bajazet foon drew He is beat, 
him into Europe : this was Stephen, fovereign of '“^ a b y U ' 
Moldavia. Stephen was a warlike prince j he , 
had made conquefts from the Poles and Hunga- 
rians, and for two years paft had beaten Amu- 
rath’s generals. - The emperor refolved to avenge 
his father j he had a bridge thrown over the 
Danube, entered Moldavia, and came and en¬ 
camped on the borders of the river Siretus, at 
a village called Rafboe. Stephen, as ardent as 
the ,T u ridfh emperor, did not long delay to 
join him ; the battle was foon begun, and, after 
an obftinate conflict, the Moldavians were van- 
quiihed. Their prince fled the laft, when he 
repaired to the gates of Nols,'a fortified town, 
in which he had left his mother and children. 

This 
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^to'i4oi ? ’ This.princds came on the ramparts, and refufed 
Heg. 79*. to let her fon enter the town. “ Go,” faid fhe 
—> to him, “ repair your fhame> and perilh in arms, 
te rather than live under this infamy.” The Mol¬ 
davian, penetrated with this reproach, returned 
towards his army, and, by prayers and cries, re- 
affembled twelve thoufand difperfed foldiers; 
with-this troOp, which was not the third of his 
army, he returned to the enemy, and found them 
fcattered over the country, gathering booty. The 
Turks, who are verjTformidable at the firft on- 
fet, neither know how to keep their ranks, nor 
find their colours, When they think themfelves 
certain of the vi&ory. Stephen flew as many of 
them as he could meet with ; and this little army 
, well united, which the fhame of the paft,'and 
the prefent fuccefs,' rendered docile to the voice 
of their chief, was now irrefiftible. 
o&tr Caraman Ogli,* one 6f the moil powerful 
hyBjjlzet? emirs in Afia, having learned Bajazet’s defeat 
and put to in Europe, thought, the inftant favorable to 

death. # , r 

Thefuiun ravage the dominions of this neighbour; but 

takes pof- . 0 . 

feffion of the fultan, who had juft been vanquilhed, re- 
1463 s ‘ paffed almoft immediately into Afia, with an 
army quite freih; the promptitude and facility 
with which he continyally tranfported his troops 

from 


* He was defcended from one of the emirs that parted Afla minor with 
Othman, after the deftruOion of the kingdom of Iconia. His pofTeffions, 
fituated along the Mediterranean fea, adjoining to Syria, dill bear the name 
ff C?ramania. They had not fcecn ditided like thofe of the other emirs. 
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from Alia to Europe and from Europe to Ada, 
procured him the furname of Ilderim, which fig- H t eg, g 7 | t> 
nifies Lightening. The Turks, covetous and >— v -w 
martial, joined in crouds the enfigns of a con¬ 
queror, whofe high fpirit was not to be brought 
down by a few misfortunes, and who paid fer- 
vices by parting his corfquefts with the fol- 
diers, to whom he was indebted for them. 

And indeed, no Turfeifh emperor ever gave 
more timars than Bajazet. Moreover, he gene- 
roufly abandoned the booty to the foldiers. 

This cuftom had been the caufe of his defeat in 
Moldavia, which he took care to indemnify him- 
felf for, againft Caraman Ogli. The latter was 
befieging Kutaia, when the indefatigable Bajazet 
appeared before enemies, as much aftonilhed at 
the rapidity of his courfe, as at the number and 
appearance of his troops. Caraman Ogli was 
defeated the firft battle. In vain did he feek his 
fafety-in Bight* he was taken and conduced to 
the feet of Bajazet, who had him inftantly put, 
to death. The two fons of this unfortunate 
prince were condemned, to perpetual-imprifon- 
ment: thus Caramania became the prey of the 
vanquifher. All the towns eagerly opened their 
gates to Bajazet, where he appeared lefs like a 
conqueror than a peaceable fovereign. 

Bajazet had not rmpofed pn himfelf the law of 
carrying arms only againft the enemies of Ifla- 
mifm. This policy, which his predeceflors had 

thought 
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j.c. 13 s S) thought oeceffary, coftpthem many perfidies. 
Heg. 79'vThey had been obliged to fepk pretences for ex* 
V-rv—* tending the -Ottoman empire at the expence of 
Hef e ; Z es the followers of Mahomet..- The monarch’s' am-. 

^nsof bition did not permit him.to dilFemble. Certain 

f n r dT e ' a of being ieconded by greedy foldiers, he declared 
ff”ii”e- ns war openly, in Alia againft the ftiltan Burham Elle*. 
din, prince of Armenia, and took from him in a 
Angle campaign, Amalia, Kokad, and feveral othet 
towns. The year after, he feized the poffe(lions 
of Kurterum, emir of Caftamona, who was lately 
dead.'. His fon, Isfendar, yielded up thy, hep 
ritage of his angeftors to the victorious; arms of 

Bajazet. •_ d T 0 1 ,'i , . 

Bijazct 'His - great fuccefs in Afia .did, not make, hint 
army of negleCV Europe.- He frequently Cfofted the firaits 
?n" of Gallipoli; v He took Tome towns on the Danube, 
comXnd-and reduced all Walachia. ; Sigifmund,- king; of 
gftmund^ Hungary, juftly alarmed at-Bajazet’s pjogtefS, 
Hungary, perfuaded the Chriftian princes to oppofe the-ra- 
Hcg’^l-Pid'ty his conquefts. Every one, according 
; to his. abilities, or the fear which the Turks in r 
fpired-him with, fornilhed troops to march under 
the Hungarian monarch, more interefted than all 
-iof them to keep this dangerous neighbour in awe* 
; Sigifmnnd, at the head of a hundred thoufand 
Chriftians^affembled for the common caufe,. gn- 
\dertook' tile fiege of Nicopoli. Bajavet chofe 
.rather to march againft the enemy with fixty 
Ith.oufand men, than leave them the time to afr 

femble 
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femble a more numerous armyj he flattered him- Jf • 
felf, that confederates, whofe country, difcipline, H ^- g 79>. 
interefts, and languages were fo various, ahd more- v—v—* 
over fo little accuftomed to the voice of their 
commanders, would be eafily vanquished by his 
janiflaries and fpahis, fo well difciplined and trac¬ 
table. Bajazet attacked the Chriftians the very 
day he came up with them; the battle was 
bloody, and the defeat foon fo general, that, in 
lefs than three hours, the whole confederate army 
was difperfed. They fled tumultuouily from fol- 
diers as .fierce as valiant, who gave no quarter 
even to thofe that had thrown down their arms 
through terror: the greateft part of the chiefs 
was flain. Bajazet, in order to terrify all the ' - 
weftern Europeans,’ who had armed more through 
religious zeal than perfonal intereft, ordered all 
thofe to be cut in pieces that fell in the way of 
his foldiers. Sigifmund faved himfelf almoft 
alone by favor of a difguife and the obfcurity of 
the night. Thofe, who efcaped the flaughter, 
perilhed in great number through fatigue and 
hunger in arid, defolated plains. 

This advantage, againit the Chriftians, en- Bajazet 

. Tows the 

couraged the infatiable Bajazet to a more con- feeds of 
fiderable one. For a long time paft the eaftern tween Ma- 
empire, reduced almoft to the city of Ccmftan- John Pa- 
tinople, feemed to expert that the Ottoman Manuel' 
monarch would take pofleflion of it. The fuc- the throne 
cefibr of the Ctefars, trembling on the fragments t0 Jobn ' 

ti of 
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‘ ^ 

J-c-i393»of his throne, was, as we have feen, conftrained 

to 1401. 

H to S 3 o 795 ’ to obe y tb ' s barbarian. John Paleologus had 

>—v—» bad the eyes of his fon and grand-fon put out, 
becaufe that prince had attempted to ferve his 
country againft Amurath I, Since this, Bajazet 
had ordered him to erafe two towers- recently 
built for the defence of the city. Manuel, the 
fon and fucceffor of John, foon perceived that he 
could not defend bis crown better than his pre- 
deceflors. This crown did not belong to him. 
in the order of natural fucceflion; for Andro- 
nicus, his elder brother, who had undergone the 
operation of having his eyes put out by order of 
the feeble John Paleologus, was living at Selivrea, 
as was alfo John, his fon and companion in mis¬ 
fortune. The fame decree which had ordered 
the blinding of fhefe two princes, had likewife ex¬ 
cluded them from the empire j but, as we have 
already faid, neither pf them had abfolutely loft 
his fight. They waited at Selivrea, hoping that 
fortune would one day reftore them what had 
been wrefted from them. Andronicus died, leav¬ 
ing John his fon heir to his pretenfions. In his 
laft moments he recommended him to keep iiv 
with the fultan. Thus Manuel faw rife up againft 
him, on the one fide, a nephew who might pafs 
for the lawful heir to the throne, and on the 
other, a powerful enemy ready to crulh him. 
The fultan, accuftomed to give him law in his 
court, had exa&ed tbat the caufes between his 

fubjefts 
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fubiefts that traded to Constantinople. Should be J- C *»39S. 

J A to 1401* 

judged by a cadi, and that the MulTulmen Should H t e g- g m> 
, have the free exercife of their religion in the city, v—* 
Since Bajazet’s victory over Sigifmund, he me¬ 
ditated the fubverfion of the remains of the 
Greek empire. John, the fon of Andronicus, 
folicited his prote&ion againSt his uncle Manuel, 
promising to give up Constantinople, as foon as 
he Should be matter of it, provided he were given 
what the Greeks Still poSTeSTed in the Morea, to 
live like a fovereign there. Bajazet feized this 
occafion to dettroy the Greeks by one another. 

Whilst he was constructing public edifices at 
Adrianople and Burfa, and enjoying, fucceflively 
in each of thefe cities, the fruits of victory and 
peace, he committed ten thoufand Turks to John, 
the fon of Andronicus, to lay fiege to Constan¬ 
tinople, or rather to disturb the emperor his uncle, 
and give the party which John might have in the 
city, an occalion of declaring themfelves. This 
prince undertook to Starve Constantinople, by 
ravaging its neighbourhood. MoSt of the places 
from whence this immenfe city drew its Sub¬ 
sistence, had been conquered by the Turks. It 
was eafy to interrupt the convoys.' Manuel, fee¬ 
ing the impossibility of provifioning his capital, 
weary of an authority which had nothing real^ 
and moreover, convinced that the Greek reign 
was juft at an end, chofe rather to fee the 
jthrone fink under another than himfelf. Of 

G 2 his 
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^0140^’ his own free will and confent, he remitted to 
H 'o E ’?o 4. 7 ’ John, the Ton of Andronjcus, with the vain title 
'— v ' of emperor of the Eaft, the keys o£ his city, full 
of enemies and foreign matters. He embarked 
immediately in the galleys of Conftantinople, 
with fome riches, to go and lead a wandering 
life in the different courts of Europe, lefs wretch¬ 
ed, ^without doubt, than that of a fovereign> 
equally the contempt of his enemies and fubjedts. 

When John was matter of Conttantinople, and 
propofed, or feigned to propofe, to keep his 
word with Bajazet; all the Orders of 'the ftate 
conjured him to remain on his throne, protefting, 
that they would rather fee their children maf- 
facred before their faces, and perifh themfelves 
in the flames, than live under the domination of 
barbarians. Notwithftanding this feeble refift- 
ance, fuch would certainly have been the fate of 
the Roman empire, if providence had not raifed 
it up a defender, perfectly unexpedted, who flop¬ 
ped- Bajazet in the courfe of his profperity. This 
defender was the invincible Timur, or Tamerlane, 
defcended from Zengifkhan, the greateft con¬ 
queror of his age. This Tartarian prince, born 
at Samarcand in the country of the Sacae, on the 
frontiers ofParthia, was employed in his younger 
days to look after the ftud of the king of the 
Maffagettites. .The neceffity of attacking, and 
of felf-defending, foon formed a warrior of a 
herdfman; this warrior performed prodigies of 

valoufj 
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valour, and became, in a little time, the general J- c * *395* 

to 140Z. 

of his mailer’s armies. The king of the Mafla- He g . 797, 

... to S°4> 

gettites dying, Tamerlane married his widow, <—v—«* 
and afcended his throne. He knew how to im¬ 
prove the difcipline of his indefatigable Tartars. 

He conquered, With incredible rapidity, Aflatic 
Sarmatia, Perfia, Mefopotamia, Syria, and forced, 
the city of Bagdad to receive his yoke. He 
made himfelf the proteCtor of the Muflulman 
princes that had not pretended to oppofe him, 
and whom, Bajazet fancied he had a right to 
opprefs. 

The fultan, who was abfolutely on the point of Tamerlane 
taking pofleflion of Conftantinople, wanted befides wurfc h of 
to render Taharten, the emir of Arfenjan, his tri- con^efts. 
butary. He ordered him to come to Burfa to lay 
at his feet a fum of money, which Bajazet de¬ 
manded for tribute. Inftead of obeying, Tahar¬ 
ten fled to Georgia, where Tamerlane then was, 
to take Ihelter under his wings. The Tartarian 
monarch fent ambafladors to Bajazet, who ad- 
dreflfed this prince with all the haughtinefs of a 
conqueror of the world. He forbade him to dare 
diftyrb in future the Muflulman princes, whom 
he (Tamerlane) had taken under his protection, 
reminding Bajazet, that the law of the prophet 
did not allow him to opprefs his brethren; he 
allured him, that the Tartars were ready to come 
and take his conquelts from him by force, if he 
did not reltore the Mahometans what he had un- 

juftly 
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*W5> jyftly taken from them. Bajazet heard, for the 

&‘B' 797> firft time, orders and menaces: he replied haugh- 
t0 8 ° 4 * ■ r \ r ° 

* —-v—> tily to the ambailadors, that he had for a long 

time wifhed to have a war with their matter, 

and that if Tamerlane did not come to him, he 

would go and feek Tamerlane at the extremity 

of Perfia. 

On the receipt of this anfwer, the Tartar began 
his march for Afia minor. When he came near 
Sebaft or Siwas, he met Mehemet, the bafhaw 
of the country, who kept the field with what 
troops he had been able to colleft. The bafhaw 
was prefently cut in pieces; and Siwas, though 
well fortified, held only eighteen days. The pre¬ 
fence of Tamerlane, whom nothing had yet re¬ 
filled, determined the inhabitants to feek their 
fafety in fubmiflion. They drove out the Turk- 
ilh commander and implored the mercy of the 
vanquiiher. Tamerlane pardoned all the Ma¬ 
hometans ; but what Chriftians he found in the 
town, were put to the fword. It is thought that 
he had fome repugnance to fight the enemy of the 
Chriftian name, for, inftead of penetrating far¬ 
ther into Afia minor, he turned towards Syria, 
and prepared to attack tire foudan of Egypt. 
® a j aze£ > encouraged by this inaction, marched 
meet near againft Taharten, the author of the quarrel, de- 

Angora. 1 , 

feated him, feized his eftates, and dragged his 
family after him in captivity. As foon as Ta¬ 
merlane had learned this aft of hoftijity, he fent 

orders 
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orders to Bajazet to reftore Taharten his liberty, J; o c ;^J 5 * 
his children, and his eftates, and to remit him H< =s- m, 

J to 504 * 

(Tamerlane) one of his fons as an hoftage. Ba- v—* 

jazet, meditating only to repel the infults of the 
Tartar, anfwered him by other infults to his am- 
baffadors. Tamerlane, after a delay of three 
months, put himfelf at the head of a formidable 
army. Schilperger, a contemporary, who ferved 
under Tamerlane in this fame army, makes it 
amount to fixteen hundred thoufand men. Cal- 
condilus gives him but eight hundred thoufand. 
Undoubtedly this number will appear incredible 
to thofe that know how difficult it is to fubfift a 
hundred thoufand foldiers in the moil fertile 
country. But one muft fuppofe, that the Tartars, 
expofed day and night to the injuries of the air, 
were accuftomed to the fo be reft and hardeft of 
lives, and that all thefe hordes, that, in the pre¬ 
ceding century, had fo often changed climate, 
were equally numerous. Be that as it may, 
Tamerlane marched as far as Siwas, where he 
reviewed the different corps which joined him at 
that place j then continuing to advance into the 
Turkifh territories, as he was about to lay liege 
to Angora or Ancyra, he learned that Bajazet was 
marching towards him, with an army, which, at 
the moft, was not more than the half of his. 
Tamerlane made a march forward; he knew how 
to take other advantages befides number. He 
had more military knowledge than appeared in 

an 
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an age when the multitude of foldiers, courage* 
and bodily ftrength, compofed the whole fcience 
of war. 

The Tartarian prince intrenched himfelf in his 
camp, leaving before him a dry plain, in which 
he hoped to hem in Bajazet, if he came to take 
poflelfion of it, either-by fuperiority of number, 
or by guarding feveral narrow paffes which he 
had had the time to obferve. 'Bajazet, accuf- 
tomed to vanquilh, longed to engage an enemy 
more formidable than all thofe whom he had yet 
met with. As he made long marches, he foon 
took pofifeffion of the camp which the Tartar 
feemed to have intended for him. Bajazet re¬ 
mained in this fituation but a ihort time, before 
he faw himfelf compelled to give battle ; this 
was what Tamerlane wanted.* He divided his 
army into three corps, at the head of which he 
placed eight of his fons and grandfons, who were 
all called Mirza, a title given by the Tartars only 
to kings’ foils. It is faid that Tamerlane palled 
the night preceding the battle in prayers ■, he 
affe&ed an exterior religion before his foldiers. 

Bajazet’s troops were reduced to defpair before 
the battle began. Since the evening, five thou- 
fand men were dead of thirft in his camp. The 
Turkilh emperor gave the command of his right 

wing 


# Thi« battle, between Tamerlane and Bajazet, was fought at the foot 
of mount Stella, in the rery place where Pompey vanquiihad Mithridaua. 
“Tmjlator. 
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wing to Bazzirlaus, his wife’s brother, fotr of 
Ierman Ogli whom he had dethroned. He put *—' 

four Ions, whom he had had by feveral concu¬ 
bines, at the head of different corps. His whole 
army was diftributed on a line, in order to of¬ 
fer a more extended front to his numerous 


enemies j but the fury of the Turks hurt their 
difdpline. The janifiaries and fpahis hurried on 
without keeping their ranks or liftening to the 
orders of their commanders. Moreover, the 
Tartar’s elephants, carrying fmall towers full of 
foldiers, foon frighted the horfes of the fpahis. 
Bazzirlaus was killed in the beginning of the 
battle. Bajazet beheld from an elevated fpot the 
defeat, or rather the diforder of his army: for his 
brave Turks, difperfed, without any hope of ral¬ 
lying, chofe rather to precipitate themfelves into 
the middle of the Tartarian battalions, and fell 
their lives dearly, than flee before the vanquifher. 
In vain did they attempt to perfuade Bajazet to 
fave himfelf by flight; he confumed this fatal day 
in ufelefs efforts : the troops rallied at his voice, 
only to offer more viftims to the enemy’s fword. 
Having feen Muftapha his eldeft fon perifh he 
ordered his vizier Ali bafhaw to make the beft of 
his way to Burfa with Solyman his fecond fon, in 
order to preferve fome remains of the Ottoman 
blood. Never was valour more unfortunate. The 
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the daughter by the heaps of dead. On the ap* 
»—v—» proach of night, Bajazet being defcended from 
the little hill from which he had beheld this 
fatal light, was prefently attacked by a cloud of 
Tartars i his defpair was unable to procure him 
the death which he fought. Thofe that had fur- 
rounded him were determined to take him a- 
live; they wrefted his fword from him, with 
which he had flain more than thirty Tartars; and 
when his ftrength was exhaufted, they tied his 
hands with a bow-ftring, and placed him on a 
fmall horfe, which carried him to the tent of 
the vanquilher. Tamerlane knew by the accla¬ 
mations what captive they were bringing him. 
He had retired from the field at the decline of 
the day: the vi&ory being over a long time, he 
was playing at chefs with orie of his fons. Nei¬ 
ther the arrival of Bajazet, nor the acclamations, 
nor the eagernefs of the chiefs, difturbed Ta«- 
merlane; the prifoner was obliged to wait at 
the entrance of the pavilion, 'till the Tartarian 
prince had finilhed his play. He then advanced 
to Bajazet, untied his hands, and ordered him to 
be clothed with a fine veft. The conqueror re¬ 
proached his prifoner with bis ufurpations, and 
the blood that he had fpilt. Bajazet replied’ 
haughtily; but, whatever ibme hiftorians may 
have faid, Tamerlane never, forgot the refpedt 
due to the misfortunes of an equal become his 

Have. 
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flave.'* He confoled him and fwofe that he J: 0, 'f 1 - 
would refpdl his life. *—v—» 

Bajazet:, encouraged .by the clemency of the Angora 
conqueror/ requefted to have two of his fons to Tamer- 
looked for,- whofe fate he was ignorant of. He jazet is* 
had feeri the eldeft fall before his eyes. The wkhhu- 
fecond he had ordered to fave himfelf; the two hjiTvan- 7 
laft were foon brought, like theirfather, to Tamer- £?* e h r f 9 & 
lane, who treated them as he had treated Bajazet. * * two 
This prince was conduced to a tent, where, though 
ftriftly guarded, he was paid all the attentioh due 
to a monarch. After this victory, the governor of 
Angora delivered up the place and its citadel to 
Hz Tamerlane. 

* The manner in which the Tartar received Bajazet, is differently re¬ 
ported. According to fome he reproached him with his pride, cruelty, and 
prefumption. Doji thou not know, faid he to him, that it is only the children of 
misfortune, that dare oppoje our invincible power ? Others pretend, on the con¬ 
trary, that Tamerlane received him favourably j that he conduced him to 
hi« own tent, where he made him eat with him, and that, to confole him, 
he entertained him only with the viciilitudes and inconftancy of fortune. 

They add, that, either through companion, or perhaps a fort of contempt, 
he fent him a hunting equipage, and that it gave the Tartar great pleafure to 
be able to make him comprehend, that he thought him fitter for the tail of 
a pack of hounds than the head of a great army. This at lead was the ex¬ 
plication which Bajazet himfelf gave to the myfterious prefent of his enemy. 

This unfortunate prince, not being mailer of his refentment, and full of a 
wild chagrin, replied haughtily : Tell Tamerlane, he has not miftaken, in in¬ 
viting me to an exercife, which has always been the pleafure of fovereigns , dnd 
that it much more fuitable to Bajaxet, ekfeended from the great Amuratb the fon 
of Orcan, than to an adventurer like him, the commander of a banditti. 

Tamerlane foon returned to his charafler. This barbarian, irritated at 
fuch an injurious anfwer, immediately ordered Bajazet to be put, without a 
faddle, on one of the old horfes that ferved to carry the baggage, and to be 
expoftd in that Jituation to the contempt and raillery of the foldiers of the 
camp; which was immediately executed. At his return, this unfortunate 
. ' prince 
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'£• 'so 4 Tamerlane. The conqueror’s foas difperfed 
—*—«* themielves over Natolia and all the Ottoman 

i ■ 

dominipns.. The one that, went to Ruxfa, to 
eize the treafures of Bajazet, had been prevented 
>y Solyman. This .prince, in his flight, had 
jafifed through that town, from whence he had 
;aken every thing valuable, and had gained Gui- 
telhiflaF, a place built by Bajazet diredtly facing 
uonftantinople, defigned to prevent the Greek 
jmperors from entering Afia. Burfa was reduced 
ilmoft to allies; Nice was facked; and the whole 
country, as far as the Bofphorus of Thrace,, mi- 
ferably laid wafte. Bajazet’s wife, the daughter 
pf the prince of Phrygia, and After of Bazzirlaus, 
killed in this fatal battle, was taken by Tamer¬ 
lane’s 


prince was brought before Tamerlane, who,'with a mock (mile, alked him 
if this fort of ride were not one of the amufements of his iUuftrlous anceftors ? 
To this cruel raillery he added a ftill More fenlible rnfult. Bajazet had mar. 
ried Mary, the daughter of the defpot of Servia, who of all his wives was his 
igreateft favorite. Tamerlane having taken this princefs, cut off her petti¬ 
coats juft above her knees, and, in that fituation, and half naked, he obliged 
her to ferve him at table in prefence of her hufband. Bajazet, whofe only 
remaining weapon was his tongue, enraged with anger and indignation, and 
perhaps furious with jealoufy, told him, that, being fprung from the dirt, 
and defeended from unknown parents, he ought to be afhamed of his life, at 
having contemned the blood royal, and infulted a princefs, whofe birth Mould 
have procured her refped. 

The Tartar only laughed at the anger of his prifoner; he carried him with 
him in his retinue, and loaded him with heavy chains; it is faid even that 
he confined him in an iron cage, like a wild beaft. Bajazet could not long 
fuftain fo many outrages : fome hiftorians fay, that, in order to put an end 
to a life fo odious, he beat out his brains againft the bars of his cage. Others, 
that a Have having infolently thrown him a poifoned bone, as to a dog, Ba¬ 
jazet, after having Marpened it with his teeth, pierced his throat with it. 
S ttl'HiJioire de MaindcPirtot. Translator. 
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lane’s out parties, as Ihe was .fleeing from Burfa. 

Tfiis prince lent heir to her hulband to confole. 
his captivity ■, the only violence, that he offered 
this princefs, was, the obliging of her to abjure 
the Ghriftian religion, in which lhe was born, 
and to embrace lllamifm. .. , . 

Tamerlane fixed, his refidence for fome time T amerUne 
at Kutaia, a town ..two days journey from Burfa, princes 
very agreeable by its fituation, and by the tern- cates that 
perature of the air! He gave public plays and haffubju- 
warlike feftivals there, to which the hiftorians of §«* of 
his life affert that he invited Bajazet, in order to 
foften his captivity. Tamerlane, who pretended 
to have taken arms, only to repair the injuftices 
of this prince, took Mehemet, the fon of Caraman 
Ogli, from the prifon to which the Turkilh em¬ 
peror had condemned him, and reftored him the 
fovereignty pofiefied by his father. He reftored 
likewife to Iacub Thelebi, the heir of Ierman 
Ogli, and to the other Muffulman princes dif- 
pofleiTed by Bajazet, the lands which they had 
loft, making them all his tributaries. He even 
gave Bajazet the title and inveftiture of the king¬ 
dom of Natolia. Notwithftanding the good J-c. 1401, 
treatment which the fultan received from Ta- Hes " % ° S ‘ 
merlane, his chagrin Ihortened his days ; he died 
in the train of the vanquilher, in a town called 
Akzaar. It was not, as fome hiftorians have 
pretended, by beating his head againft the bars 
of an iron cage, in which he was never really 

imprifoned j 
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Ikgl’iZp iroprifoned i but he died of the effects of an 
apoplexy, that became fatal to him,, becaufe 
this unfortunate prince* who wiihed only for 
death* refufed every remedywhich was earneftljr 
offered, him. His vanquiftrergive him a mag¬ 
nificent funeral, and fent his,! body to Buria to 
be interred wfthvhis ahceftors. -a:: 

. S Bajazet’s profperity rendered his end more bit¬ 
ter j he fapported his fall us much worfe, as he 
was fallen from fuch a height. Notwithftanding 
his. paifion! for war, Bajazer, during a reign' of 
fourteen years, did not negledt the'advantages of 
peace. Befides the town of Guizelhiffar, which he ’ 
built oppofite Conftarltinople, he adorned almofl: 
all the large ones of his empire, with mofques, 
public fchools* hofpitals, in lhort, every kind of 
building ufeftil to the people* that could im¬ 
mortalize the-wiagnificence of a monarch. But, 
like moft conquerors, Bajazet was impetuous, 
haughty, and fanguinary. Tamerlane, who van- 
quilhed him in arms, furpaffed him likewife in 
po)icy, in generofity, and particularly in juftice. 


INTERREIGN. 



IN T E R R E I G N. 


55 


J.C.1+03, 

INTKRREIG N. i'3’ 

: /'• • •• "to tv' 

UNDER ' SOLYMAN. 

f ' • * <- 

T 1 CTE have obferved, that, during the battle 
V ' of Angora, at the timp that Bajazet faw 
fortune declaring againfl: him, he obliged his fom 
Solyman to flee from the fword, of the vanquilher, 
in order to fave the remains of the Ottoman 
blood. This young prince, accompanied by Ali diJltatfae 
bafliaw, his father’s grand vizier, repaired to 
Conftantiiiople to implore the clemency, not ofcneks* 
John, but of Manuel Paleologqs, who, hereto- 
fore, had refigned the throne to his nephew when 
he thought it ready to fall. But finee the diver- a , nn0 , un< f 
fion of the Tartars, Manuel, recalled by all the ° f his 

m ther. 

Orders of the date, had refumed the authority, 
no longer thought tottering. The Greek mo¬ 
narch took advantage of the misfortunes-of the 
Ottomans, if not to take from them . all their- 
European poflefiions, at lead to divide their con- 
quefts. This prince preferred a partition to a 
war, even with the vanquilhed. He confirmed 
Solyman in the pofleffion of Thrace, but referved 
Theffalonica to himfelf, where he fent his ne¬ 
phew John,, whom he had driven from the throhe, 
leaving him the title of emperor. He again 
united to the Greek empire the towns beyond the 

Strimon 
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J*c.»4°3>Strimo n in Macedonia as far as Zetunion, all the 

to 140*. 

Heg. 8°s, pi aces from Panima to the entrance of the Bof- 

to S09. * 

v-~* phorus, called the facred entrance, and the forts on 
the borders of the Pont Euxine as/ar as Varna. 
After this treaty, Solyman retired to Adrianople, 
in order to refign himfelf to that immoderate de¬ 
bauchery which obfcured all his Ihining qualities. 
This prince, finding himfelf in poflefiion of a 
fmall fovereignty, feemed to have forgotten, that 
his father and brothers were languifhing in cap¬ 
tivity, and that a powerful enemy had almoft 
deftroytd their great empire; He was fcarcely- 
■ arrived at Adrianople, when he received an em- 
bafly from Tamerlane to inform him of the death 
of his father. This conqueror, whole name alone 
infpired terror, addreffed a letter to the fon of 
his prifoner, of which the following is the fub- 
ftance: he told him, that he conlidered it as his 
duty to teftify to him the part he took in the 
misfortune of his father; that by it he had 
learned in what manner God confounds the great 
* and thofe that confider everf thing as' juft that 
their ambition fuggefts to them. “ I have 
(C been,” continued he, “ more favored by for* 
“ tune perhaps than any one in the world. No 
“ man can look on my prolperity, without being 
u ftruck with admiration. All this touches me 
“ lefs than the example of thy father, which 
** teaches me to put voluntary bounds to my 
“ good fortune. I am willing then to forget 

“ that 
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« that I have been the enemy of Uajazet; I am J^-’+°3» 
«« even difpofed to be a father to his children, 

« provided they expe£t from their conqueror *—<—> 
« the effe&s of my clemency. My firft con- 
« quefts. are fufficient for me, and I am not 
“ tempted by the cardies of an inconftant for- 
« tune.” 

We have faid that Solyman was given to de- soiyman 
bauchery, particularly to wine, fo much abhorred Tamerlane 
by th.e MufTulmen. He had drunk to excefs of !X> 8h d!- y ’ 
this dangerous liquor, when he received Tamer- zec’sdomi- 
lane’s letter. Being become audacious, he had tween b the 
the boldnefs to return him a haughty anfwer. eftfe™.” 6 ' 
Tamerlane punilhed it, only by conferring on 
Mufa, Bajazet’s fecond fon, the title of fovereign, 
which he had at firft intended for the eldeft. 

“ Receive,” faid he to him in a letter, " the 
“ heritage of thy father. A foul truly noble 
** knows how to conquer kingdoms and how to 
“ reftore them.” Tamerlane, after having re- 
eftablifhed all the Muffulman princes that Bajazet 
had dethroned, returned to his Tartarian domi¬ 
nions, without referving to himfelf a Angle con- 
queft. He had made Mahomet, the youngeft of 
Bajazet’s fons, prince of Amafiaj but-this con¬ 
queror did not leave the 1 two youngeft of his pri- 
foner’s fons a fufficient force to oblige the eldeft 
to obferve the difpofitions made in their favor. 

Solyman having learned that his brother Mufa 
conlidered -himfelf fuitan, paired the ftraits of 

I Gallipoli. 
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J ; c ;X Gallipoli. This prince, all vicious as hd wa9, 

H ‘6- 8 °s»had valour and talents for war j he marched 

to 809. 

*—v-J ftraight to Burfa. Mufa, who had not expected 

Soiyman f uc h a fudden attack, had not had time to pre- 

difputes # ^ 

the rove- pare troops to receive him j he fled to Cogni to 

reignties of . t B 

his bro- Caraman Ogli, to lave himfelf from his brother's 

thers. w 

refentment. Soiyman fixed himfelf at Burfa as 
lawful fovereign, and fent orders to the different 
governors, called fangiacs, to endeavour to re¬ 
cover the provinces near their governments, 
which Tamerlane had divided from the Ottoman 
crown. He would not undertake any thing in 
perfon againfl: the princes that his father had for¬ 
merly vanquifhed, as the repeated attempts of 
Mufa required conftant attention. This fugitive 
fovereign had found at Cogni, only an afylum; 
he wanted alflftance. He went and afked it of 
the emir of Caftamona, hoping that this prince, 
who, like himfelf, owed his re-eftablifliment to 
Tamerlane, would defend the work of his bene- 
faflor. But this emir, ftill lefs willing to help 
than Caraman Ogli, forbade the Turkifh prince 
to enter his dominions, for fear of giving offence 
to his brother. On this refufal, Mufa embarked 
in a fmall vdjfel, which he found near Nice, flat¬ 
tering himfelf he fhould be more fortunate in 
Europe. Soiyman, elated with this fuccefs, 
formed a clofe alliance with the prince of Caf¬ 
tamona, and returned to Burfa, where he refigned 
himfelf to drunkennefs. The only way to mak* 

court 
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court to him was to flatter his vices. One may 
judge with what indignation the real Maho- H ' 0 g, g *° 5 ’ 
mctans, /who were then very numerous, faw v— J 
their law fo openly tranfgreffed. Solyman im¬ 
prudently affronted Mahomet, prince of Amalia, 
his youngeft brother, by anfwering the ambaffa- 
dors which this prince had fent to pay him homage, 
that his fubjedts had no right to treat with him 
as fovereigns. He chafed away, rather than dif- 
miffed, thefe ambafladors, whom he would never 
acknowledge; he would have marched againft 
the ufurper of Amalia, as he called him, if his 
brother Mu fa had not cut out more ferious work 
for him in Europe. 

This prince had in f&dt taken advantage of 
the fupinenefs of his enemy, and of all the time 
that the latter had loft. Solyman, by his de¬ 
baucheries, had loft the affedtion of all his offi¬ 
cers. Mufa appeared in the eyes of thefe male- 
contents the avenger of their tranfgreffed law $ 
this prince, with a corps of Walachians, which 
he had affembled, had no difficulty to make him- 
felf matter of Adrianople, and to get himfelf 
declared lultan there; but he remained in that 
place, only whilft his brother was raifing an army 
and croliing the ftraits of Gallipoli. Mufa had 
no regular troops he left Adrianople, of which 
he ftiled himfelf the fovereign, and fled into 
Walachia, leaving to Solyman the care of de- 
ftroying himfelf. This elder brother, become 

I 2 the 
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j.c.1403, t [j C horror of every man of virtue, was furrounded 

toi4o6, J ‘ j * 

onl y by attendants, plunged in the fame vice as 
himfelf. His contempt for the Mahometan law, 
and for all the cuftoms which the Muffulmen 
confider as of great importance, broke the foie 
ties that engaged them to their prince, and made 
them foon look on him as an ufurper. The good 
Mulfulmen exclaimed, that the Ottoman empire 
was about to fall, fince the crimes of its matter 
were continually foliciting the vengeance of 
Heaven ; that God would raife up another Ta¬ 
merlane to punifh the Ottomans all together for 
fo many impieties, of which they made them- 
felves accomplices, by tamely permitting them. 
Soiymw’, Mufa fomented at a diftance this revolt, 
deferthim, Though he had not had the firmnefs to wait for 
Murf? t0 Solyman at the head of his army, he fought him 
with fuccefs in the heart of his court. He op- 
pofed an exterior piety to the fcandalous de¬ 
baucheries of his brother, and affured all thofe 
whom the public indignation drew to him, that he 
would not dethrone Solyman, were it not to avert 
the evils which menaced their cherifhed nation. 
The great officers, the balhaws, and all thofe that 
commanded the troops, eagerly liftened to the 
propofitions of Mufa. Even Ali, Solyman’s 
grand vizier, to whom Bajazet had intruded his 
youth after the battle of Angora, refolved to 
abandon a matter whom he had never been able 
to divert from debauchery. The unhappy 

prince. 
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prince, more and more befotted by the wine, 
did not perceive what was plotting under .his He s. 805, 
eyes. All his officers quitted him one after an- r 
other, without his feeming to regard it; none 
remained with him, but his companions in vice, 
who made him forget both the cares of war and 
of the throne, as foon as thofe were out of fight 
that fometimes forced him to a remembrance of 
them. Mufa’s army was increafed by all thefe 
chiefs, who had prevailed on their foldiers to 
follow them by parties: he marched towards 
Adrianople, without Solyman’s appearing to trou¬ 
ble himfelf about it, or even deigning to inform 
himfelf of all thefe commotions. The male- 
contents acquired fuch additional force as they 
advanced, that there was no appearance that So- 
lyman could ever defend himfelf. The unhappy 
prince awoke from his fupinenefs, when it was 
too late; he had no longer about him, either 
minifters, chiefs, or foldiers; and his finances 
were exhaufted. Hearing nothing from the peo¬ 
ple but curfes, he confidered flight as his only 
refource; and hoping to find feme fuccour from 
the Greeek emperor, his ally, he determined to 
go and folicit affiftance of that prince, whom his 
father had fo cruelly oppreffed. 

Solyman determined too late on this neceflary 
ftep. The fcouts of Mufa’s army arrived at 
Adrianople exa&ly as his brother left it. The 
unfortunate prince fled; his horfe, fwifter than 

thofe 
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j.c. i+o 3> thofe of his retinue, carried him, in lefs than an 

to 1406. 

H to S 809 s ’ k° UI J to a village fifteen miles from Adrianople, 
^—< where, thinking himfelf in fafety, he would, whilft 
Solyman, he waited for his retinue, drink fome wine, which 
hisbrother, he could not long do without. The inhabitants 
killed. difeovered him by the magnificence of his drefs, 
809. and, ftill more, by this infraction of the law of 
Mahomet, of which they believed him alone 
capable. Five of them, as much through indig-, 
nation as the hopes of meriting a recompenfe 
from the vanquisher, determined to flop him: 
Solyman defended himfelf fo bravely, that he 
killed two of his aflailants, and obliged the three 
others to kill him, in order to take his perlbn. 
They carried his body to Mufa, who, feeming to 
deteft this aCtion, which he well knew how to 
make his advantage of, had the three murderers 
burnt, and rendered Solyman all the funeral 
honors due to an emperor j he had him interred 
in the fepulchre of his grand-father Amurath. 
Solyman reigned four years and ten months. 
The Turks neither count him, nor his brother 
Mufa, in the number of their emperors, as nei¬ 
ther of them reigned over all the empire, loft by 
Bajazet, which was reunited only in the hands of 
Mahomet, the youngeft of his fons, whom they 
look on as their fifth emperor. 

' I 
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UNDER MU S'A 

COLYMAN was no fooner dead, than Mufa 
determined on recovering what that prince 
had ceded to the emperor of Conftantinoplp, 
flattering himfelf that this . enemy would be 
eafily vanquifhed. He chofe rather to attack ^“ f * 3 d t e h ' e 
the Greeks than his brother Mahomet, to whom Morea, 

Scrvia, and 

he offered the partition of the Ottoman crown : fcveraiEu- 

1 ropean 

he left him mafter of all. the Afiatic poflfeffions, 
provided the latter claimed nothing in Europe. 
Mahomet, who had undertaken to purge Afia of 
all the brigands that Tamerlane had left there, 
appeared contented with the propofal. On this, 

Mufa, with the afliftance of his grand vizier, 

Kircan Mouliak, meditated conquefts. He en¬ 
tered the Morea, where he took Peraverd and 
Matruma, and then poflefled himfelf of Servia. 
Sigifmund, king of Hungary, was unable to de¬ 
fend it, though at the head of a numerous army; 

Mufa vanquifhed this prince in a pitched battle 
near Semendriah; but he ftained his vidtory by 
his exceflive cruelty. Kircan Mouliak, his grand 
vizier, had difpofed the order of battle, and alone 
gained it. The fanguinary fultan, who reaped 
the advantage of it, only ordered an ufelefs 

flaughter. 
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K;’^daughter. Every thing on his way was put to 
Ht g . 809, fire and fword. The hiftorians fpeak even of a 
*—v —• feaft, which Mufa gave his officers, over the dead 
bodies of the Chriftians. The following year, 
Mufa, tired of the fatigues of war, fent his gene¬ 
rals to befiege Theflalonica, which they foon 
made themfelves mailers of. 
betrayed by Whilft Mufa was refigning himfelf to effe- 
'»d°* C n- s ’ minacy in his palace at Adrianople, and ordering 
fci’.feothM. mur ^ ers and ravages from the bofom of floth, 
his brother Mahomet was commanding in perfon 
againft gangs of alfailins, re-eftablilhing order, 
and giving repofe to Afia. This contrail made 
Mufa's generals wilh to change mailers. Kircan 
Mouliak, his grand vizier, and Ornulbeg, one of 
his generals, wrote to Mahomet, that he alone 
was worthy of commanding the Muflulmen j that 
it was abfolutely necefiary to reunite under the 
lame fceptre all the pofleflions which his father 
had loll} that if he would enter Europe, as the 
Greek emperor preffed him to, they would be an- 
fwerable to him for the paflage and firsts of Gal¬ 
lipoli. Thefe aflurances, and Manuel’s impor¬ 
tunities, determined Mahomet to recover the 
dominions which his father had governed. In 
order to render his caufe more favorable, he pub- 
liflied, that he was going to avenge the death of 
Solyman. This prince, being born of the fame 
mother as himfelf, feemed nearer to Mahomet 
than Mufa. Mahomet rilked his paflage to 

Europe, 
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Europe, feebly efcorted. The vizier and the 
other general'went'towards thefc ftrait's, appa- H ^ gl 8 | s ’ 
rently to guard the borders, hut in reality to fa- w*-» 
vor Mahomet's landing, and to fettle with him 
the operations of the enfuing campaign.; for the 
feafon was too far advanced to aft immediately, 
and Mahomet had only, defigned to try, what der 
gree of confidence he might put in thefe traitors. 

As foon as this prince had fettled his plan of 
afting, and returned into Alia, the grand vizier 
and his accomplice went back to. Mufa, Ma¬ 
homet exerted his utmoft efforts to raife a nu¬ 
merous army. Being come to Scutari in the 
beginning of the fpring, the Greek emperor fent 
him galleys to tr,anfport his trpops acrofs the 
Bofphorus, under proritife, that in cafe his arms 
were fortunate, he would reftore Manuel what 
Mufa had wrefted from him. Meanwhile, Mufa 
learned that his brother, in concert with, the 
Qreek emperor, had patted the ftraitsi and was 
marching towards Adrianople. The traitorous 
grand vizier drew on his matter, alnpoft againft 
his will, to engage’ the enemy : the two armies 
werje fcarcely in fight of each other, when that 
of Mufa, already inferior in number, became 
much more fo, by the defeftiop of the vizier and 
Ornufbeg, who deferted full fpeed to Mahomet's 
camp, at the head of the beft foldiers, whom they 
had feduced from their matter. Mahomet at¬ 
tacked vigorgufly the remains of his unfortunate 

K brother’s 
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liq *g|j’ brother’s army. This combat was nothing but a 
vw—» royt. Mufa, obliged to flee, as he had almoft 
• always done, plunged into a morals, where being 
purfued by fome fpahis, he defended himfelf 
valiantly, ’till one of them chopped off hi; arm 
with his fword. The prince, not being aflifted in 
time, died from the lofs of blood.* His body 
was carried to Mahomet, who fent it to Burfa to 
be interred with his anceftors, after which he 
marched to Adrianople as a conqueror, where he 
received the homage of the army, and of all the 
baihaws. 


\ 


MAHOMET I. 

Heg. 
to 8jo. 

FIFTH FEIGM 


Mahomet A/TAHOMET’s acceflion to the throne gave 
the'throneuniverfal joy throughout the empire. The 
without ibldiers faw with pleafure this fovereign, whom 

contradic- * ** 

tion, and they had learned to refpeft. The Greek em- 

receives _ * 

homage peror fent him ambafladors, to remind him of his 
the wibu- word, and to reclaim the price of his fervices. 
tts, except Mahomet’s policy was, to be faithful to his en- 
o” gagements j he loaded Manuel’s ambafladors 
i with 


* The Turkish hiftorians fay, that he was put to death by order of hi* 
brother Mahomet. We have followed the hiftorian Ducas, who was on (he 
fpot at the tiaft of the event, and whofc account too 11 more conformable 
to the charafter of Mahomet. 
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with honors, and confented to reftore him Thtf-' 
falonica, with all the fortreffes bordering on the 
Pont Euxine. He favorably received lifeewife 
the envoys of the princes of Walachia, Bulgaria, 
and Moldavia, received the tributes which they 
offered him, promifmg his protection and a laiting 
peace to all of them, as long as they re¬ 
mained in fubjeflion. This prince, in the hiftory 
of the Turks, is counted the fifth emperor. All 
the time which paffed between the fall of Bajazet 
and the acceifion of Mahomet to the throne, is 
confidered only as an interreigm He was ac¬ 
knowledged in Afia as in Europe, except at firft 
by Caraman Ogli, the fon of him, .whofe eftates 
had been invaded by Bajazet, and who had loft 
his head by order of that prince. Caraman 
Ogli, re-eftablilhed, as we have feen, on his 
father’s throne, by Tamerlane, had been kept 
in order fince, by the prefence of Mahomet; 

■ but as foon as the latter; was gone to Europe* he 
flattered himfelf with the conquell: of Burfa, as 
much more eafily, as, fince Bajazet, the Ottoman 
dominions in thefe two different part's of the 
world, had not belonged to the fame mafter. 
Mahomet fubdued this rebel, as likewife the 
prince of Caftamona his accomplice; he feized 
the pofieffions of the latter, and reduced thofe of 
Caraman to a Ample tribute. 

It was necefiary to have the authority and ta¬ 
lents of Mahomet to reftore the Ottoman empire 

K 2 the 
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J.C'Hijj the form, which the invafion of the Tartars, and 
B w '?f l6 ’ t ^ ie divifions and vices of the Tons of Bajazet,had 
v-r-> deftroyed. All the tributary princes, even the 
Mahomet bafhaws, confidered themfelves as fo many in- 
neis to o- dependent fovereigns. There was ftill a balhaw 
& receives of Smyrna, called Sineis, to be reduced, who, 
from feve- under the feeble Solyman, had taken pofiefiion of 
princes. 1 Ephefus and Nimphea, and who hoped to main¬ 
tain this ufurpation, though all his neighbours 
were returned to their obedience. In the be¬ 
ginning of the fpring, Mahomet marched to¬ 
wards Smyrna, where Sineis, who was fortifying 
Ephefus, had left his wife and children. Ma¬ 
homet had no fooner encamped before the town, 
than the princes of Phocea, Upper Phrygia* Caria, 
Lefbos, and Scio, came in a crowd to offer him 
their tribute and homage. Mahomet kindly 
received, all thefe Greeks, and treated them as if 
they had been Mahometans. ‘ The fiege of Smyr¬ 
na lafted but twelve days: Mahomet demolifhed 
the fortifications immediately on its furrendering. 
It was the policy of this prince to preferve but 
very few fortified . towns, particularly in the in¬ 
land part Of this large ftate ; they only fervcd, 
he faid, to invite and favor revolts. Sineis ran 
to beg forgivenefs. Mahomet fpared his life 
and left him his property, contenting himfelf with 
taking from him the government which, he had 
abufed. 


The 
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The fultan was not fo fortunate by fea as he h c - *4 ie * 

• ' Heg. 819. 

had been on the continent. The republic of <—v~» 
Yenice was at that time very powerful: their 
pofleffions extended from cape lftria to Conftan- ^ k f b c y 
tinople, and they tranfa< 5 fced moll all the com- fea & beat 
merce of Europe. The Turks, much worfe j.c.i 4 i 6 . 
mariners than the Venetians, (for they knew but Hes ‘ 8,s * 
kittle of working vefiels, Hill lefs of their con- 
ftru&ion,) were infinitely more greedy. Being ac- 
cuftomed to pillage by land, they faw with envy 
merchantmen, richly laden, returning from Tre- 
bizond; they lay wait for, and attacked them 
when they thought them badly defended. The 
Venetians, offended at this piracy, fen t an am- 
baffador to Mahomet, who made complaints, and 
offered the fultan either war or peace with the 
republic. Mahomet, convinced by the law of 
his prophet, that all was lawful that was taken 
from Chriftians who paid no kind of tribute, an- 
fwered the Venetians roughly, and prepared to 
give a good reception to this naval army, with 
which he was menaced. 

Thefe republicans advanced towards the Hel- 
lefpont with fifteen galleys, commanded by ad¬ 
miral Loredan; they proceeded as far as the en¬ 
trance of the ftraits of Gallipoli. Thirty Turkifh 
galleys came out, commanded by Gialibeg, the 
captain bafhaw. Admiral I^oredan, at the head 
of his fifteen galleys, was fenfible of his fupe- 
riority pver the Turks by the conftru&ion of his 

veffels, 
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j.c.1416, veflels, the addrefs of his failors, and the talents 

to 1419* 

Heg. *19, 0 f t hc admiral and officers who commanded under 

to 82a* 

v—» him j he knew hdw to gain the wind, and dif- 
pofe the attack in fuch manner, that the fun 
might dazzle the eyes of the enemy. Though 
powder was already invented, the ufe of fire arms 
was as yet very rare; they were biit little ufed irt 
the Eaft, and even in the European armies. 
Clouds of arrows, well aimed, deftroyed almoft 
as many Turks, whilft the latter were unable to 
fee where to dirett theirs in return. The board¬ 
ing was almoft as favorable to the Chriftians, as 
the combat at a diftance had been. The Ve¬ 
netians killed a great many, among others, the 
enemy’s admiral; they captured more than half 
their galleys; the reft were funk, or re-entered 
the ftraits only in a lhattered condition. Let a 
naval engagement be ever fo unfortunate, it 
rarely produces fuch fatal confequences as a bat¬ 
tle by land. The Turkilh coaft was too well 
guarded to admit of the Venetians’ attempting to 
make a defeent. But they received from this 
victory the fruit of their expectation j the fea 
became more free, and their commerce more 
certain. 

™oVPtrt* An unexpected event prevented Mahomet from 

endeavouring to repair this maritime defeat. 
He learned, that towards the entrance of the gulf 
of Ionia, oppofite the ifle of Scio, a novator had 
begun to preach, fword in hand, and that his 

profelytes 
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profelytes were as many foldiera. This man, 
who was called Percligia, prefcribed a voluntary He s- 2 ‘9» 

s to o22» 

poverty, the community bf every kind .of property, «—v—» 
except that of women, above all the not to- 
lerating of Mahometanifm, and the necellity of 
offering to God Woody facrifices of thofe whom 
he termed Blafphemers and Infidels. This pre¬ 
tended prophet was clothed only with a tunic j 
he marched at the head of feveral followers, and 
murdered all thofe whom he was unable to per- 
fuade. Several Greek monks favored this hypo¬ 
critical brigand, publifhed his miracles, became 
his difciples, and perfecuted in his name. Their 
retreat was in inacceffible mountains, from whence 
they fpread themfelves into Lydia and Ionia, 
where they made either profelytes or, martyrs. 

The bafhaws of thefe two provinces had been 
repulfed at the head of the troops that they had 
been able to afiemble. Mahomet fenf againfi: 
them his fon Arnurath, only twelve years old, 
at the head of fixty thoufand men, having 
Bajazet, the grand vizier, for his lieutenant. 
Though this war was fhort, it was excefiively 
bloody. The Mahometans found every where 
thefe fanatics determined to die. The entrance 
of the mountains was fo well defended, that the 
guards flood to be killed to a man, never fleeing, 
nor giving, nor receiving quarter. They,hoped,, 
as well as the MufTulmen, to charm Heaven fword 
in hand. Not one of Percligia’s difciples would 

renounce 
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j.c.1416, renounce his errors: Even thofe that at firft had 

{01419. 

been gained by fear, were become enthufiafts like 
their mafter. Of all thofe that accompanied 'this 
impoftor in fuch a large number, not one efcaped, 
either man, woman, or child. Percligia hirnfelf 
was takeri} he would never conceal his, name, 
nor renounce what hehad taught. Spite of the 
dreadful torments to which he was put at Ephe- 
fus, where he was conveyed, he declared hirnfelf 
always the envoy of God, the organ of truth, the 
deftroyer of fuperftition and falfe worfhip; he 
was at laft nailed on a crofs, where he expired/ 
declaring always, that he fhould not die, and that 
he would propagate his law in every corner of the 
univerfe. And indeed, it was reported that he 
was not dead they would even have it, that he > 
had appeared again in feveral towns in Greece; 
but thofe of his difciples who had efcaped the 
fword of the Muflulmen, difperfed, as foon as 
they had loft their mafter. This fett was the 
caufe of Ihedding much blood, againft the will 
of Mahomet, who valued men’s lives more than 
any of his predecelTofs had done. 

Towards the end of his reign, Mahomet gave 
the government of Amalia to the young Amu- 
rath his fon and heir apparent. He wilhed to 
accuftom him betimes to the fatigues of war and 
the cares of government, in order to be witnefs 
to his firft faults, and to be in a fituation to re¬ 
pair them. The fultan hirnfelf had committed 

. one. 
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one, which was the caufe of many evils during J ,c * ,4lS * 

' C7 to 1419. 

his feign and his fucceffor’s. We have faid that ? e e- ^2 . 
he pardoned a bafhaw oY Smyrna, called Sineis, Sineis rai- 
who was guilty of rebellion, and only took from (“ p X* n to 
him his government. Mahomet, who eafily for- the 
got offences, a few years after, gave this fame 
officer the government of Nicopoli, and confer j.c. 1419. 
quentlyan opportunity of again betrayinghim. Si- Heg ‘ 8lI ‘ 
neis did not fail of making that ufe of it. Having 
found among the dregs of the people a man 
perfectly refembling Muftapha, the elder brother 
of Mahomet, who was killed at the battle of 
Angora by the fide of Bajazet his father, he 
refolved to fet up this phantom again ft the law¬ 
ful fultan. There were but few Mahometans that 
had feen the Teal Muftapha perifh ; Sineis in- 
ftrudted the impoftor, and was the firft to ac¬ 
knowledge him in Nicopoli, publifhing, that the 
throne belonged to him, as the eldeft of the houfe 
of Ottoman. The love of novelty, riches, and 
honors, foon procured the pretended Muftapha 
a crowd of fubje&s. Every, one was anxious to 
acknowledge him, in order to merit the favor 
which he promifed all thofe, who fhould aflift him 
to recover his fceptre. Sineis and he went into 
ThefTaly, where they recruited confiderably, pub¬ 
lifhing every where fables, which eafily gained 
credit. 

Mahomet was quiet at Burfa, when he was 
presently informed of the progrefs of the pre- 

L tended 
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Jf,; 4 , 1 ,?’ tended Muftapha, and that it was time to attack 
thi s impoftor, whom he had at firft feemed to 
v—» contemn. He paffed the ftraits of Gallipoli at 
the head of fixty thoufand men. The fultan was 
beloved; he flattered himfelf that his prefence 
would difperfe thefe confpiyators. But Sineis, 
comprehending the neceflity of choofing between 
the moft cruel death and the favor of a monarch 
that would be the work of his hands, encouraged 
the pretended Muftapha, whofe intereft was the 
fame as his, if not greater. They invented a 
fable, the artifice and probability of which de¬ 
ceived all thofe that could not, or would not, 
feek the truth. They wrote to the Greek em¬ 
peror, and fent to the governors that commanded 
for him in Europe to implore afliftance. They 
marched at the head of a confufed rabble of fol- ' 
diers, raifed in hafte. Mahomet came up with this 
feeble army near Theflalonica, which his janif- 
faries and fpahis difperfed prefently. The rebels 
fled, becaufe Muftapha and Sineis did not dare 
oppofe the vanquifher long, for fear of being 
made prifbners. 

TheGreek As foon as viftory declared againft them, they 
gives him took refuge in Theflalonica. The next day 
anarylum * Mahomet fummoned Demetrius Lafcaris, the 
governor of the place for Manuel, to deliver him 
the two fugitives. On the refufal of this officer, 
the fultan lent one of the bafhaws of his retinue 
to menace Demetrius with a fiege. The latter, 

always 
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always believing; of feigning to believe, Muf- 
tapha the elder brother of the emperor, anfwered, 
that he Ihould not betray an unfortunate prince, V-v—* 
who had requeftea of him an afylum, nor any 
of thdfe #ho had accompanied his flight, with¬ 
out an exprefs order from Manuel his matter. 

What rtioft aftonifhes is, that, notwithftanding 
the frfendftiip in which the two emperors lived, 
the pfetehded Muftapha found the fame pro- 
tedtion from. Manuel as from Demetrius.' In 
vain did Mahomet cry out that he Was an im- 
poftor: the Greek emperor conftanriy treated this 
adventurer as the fon of the unfortunate Bajazet. 

All that the Turk could obtain, was, that this 
pretended brother of his Ihould be confined, as 
llkeTrife Sineis, in the ifle of Lemiios, and that 
both’ if 5 them Ihould be ftridlly guarded there 
for the remainder of their lives. Manuel, con¬ 
firmed this agreement by oath. f L 

Whatever his opinion of the birth o£ tihe p/re¬ 
tended Muftapha might be, his proceeding was 
unjuft i For, if the latter really were the ddeft of 
the Ottoman houfe, Manuel Ihould not' have de¬ 
prived him of his throne and liberty; if, on the 
contrary, he was but an impotter, he Ihould noc 
have fereened him from the chaftiferrient which 
he fo juftly merited, ftill lefs have expofed the 
dominions of his ally to troubles which nothing 
but Muftapha’s death could put an end to. This 
laft confideration was perhaps what determined 

L 2 Manuel j 
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j.c. 1419, Manuel; for, whatever friends the Greeks were of 

to 1421* , 

H =s- g ^ 2 > Mahomet, it was not without envy that they 
v—v—-> faw the profperity of the houfe of Ottoman. 

Mahomet was determined to punilh the Wala¬ 
chians for the fort of protedion that they had given 
the pretended Muftapha: he ravaged their coun¬ 
try, took fome towns, and exaded from., them 
Death of an additional tribute. He had hardly finilhed 
Mahomet ’'this expedition, when he. was attacked with a 
bloody flux, which, in a few days, carried him to 
the grave. When Mahomet faw himfelf near 
his end, he fent for his two viziers Bajazet and 
Ibrahim, and recommended them to be faithful 
to Amurath his eldeft fon, who at that time was 

■ j 

commanding an army on the frontiers of Amalia. 
His two other children,, who were neither of 
them above feven years old, he placed, under 
the guardianlhip of the Greek emperoj-, for fear, 
as it is faid, left their brother lhould have them 
\ c 1411 ft ran ol ec k This prince died at Adrianople, where 
Heg. 824. jj C had been, conveyed by his own orders, aged 
forty-feven. He reigned eight years and ten 
months, more peaceably than had yet been feen 
among the Turks. Mahomet reftored to the 
Ottoman empire all the Iplendor that it had loft 
under Bajazet. Juftice and lenity reigned with 
him; but it is very rare, that men know how to 
keep conftantly that juft medium which prudence 
prefcribes, and without which, even virtues be¬ 
come weaknefles. Mahomet’s clemency often 

encouraged 
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encouraged rebellions, which troubled both his 

Heg* 824. 

and his fucceffor’s reign. His viziers concealed v-v—» 
his death, according to his. own.inft^i£l;ions, { ip 
order to give Amurath, his eldeft fon,. time to 
arrive from Amafia. - During forty-one days, 
juftice was adminiftered in the name of Maho¬ 
met, as if he had been ftill livingafter which, 
the new emperor fent the body of his father to 
Burfa, where it was interred in the mofque which 
that prince had founded. 


AMURATH II. 


SIXTH REIGN. 


A MURATH II. was eighteen years old when Theempe- 
he afcended the throne. He received an S-«t, n p uel 
cmbafly from the Greek emperor Manuel, im- 
mediately thereon, to demand his two brothers, ™w“uia!i! 
in order to their being educated at Conttantinople, 
according to the will of Mahomet. The Greek 
prince offered likewife to renew the alliance be¬ 
tween them. The grand- vizier Bajazet, replied 
in the name of his matter, that the Ottomans • 
would never be the firft difturbers of the peace 
eftablifhed between the two crowns, but that a 
Mufiulman fovereign could not' confide the edu¬ 
cation of two princes of his houfe to Infidels, 

and 
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Tj6.tj2t.^nd that, in ihort, Amurath was refolved not tb 

Meg. 024* • w \ t r 

' comply with a dHpofal, which Mahomet never 
could nor ought tb have made. The ambafladors 
retired apparently difconten ted j but Manuel was 
feeking only a pretext for a rupture. He'was 
hot long in feizing it i he fent Demetrius Lafca-i 
ris, with ten galleys,' to the ifleof Lefbos, for 
thepretended Muftapha and Sirieis his companion 
in fortune j this was the fame 7 Demetrius who 
had once already faved their lives. Marine!, 
who wanted only to profit by the diflentions of 
the Turks, prefcribed to the phantom that he 
fee againft Amurath, conditions, which the pre¬ 
tended prince agreed to without difficulty. As 
he poffelfed nothing, he promifed every thing. 
Muftapha was to cede to the Greeks the coun¬ 
tries bordering on the Pont Euxine as far as the 
frontiers of Walachia, and all the towns of Tfaef- 
faly, as far as mount Athos. Without doubt be 
would have promifed the empire entire^ had it 
been demanded of him. Immediately after this 
treaty, which was confirmed by oath, ten galleys, 
commanded by Demetrius, convfeyed to the port 
of Gallipoli the pretended Muftapha, Sineis, and 
all thofe who would embrace their party, 
tended”’ The noble air of this adventurer, who per- 
^tV fGa[ y re f em bled the prince whofe name he u- 
gSupo^. ^ ur P e< ^> his affability and perfuafive eloquence. 
The grand foon opened to him the gates of the city, which 
ja«t at firft had threatened refiftance. Sineis took 

marches a-* 

gainfthim. pofieffion 
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poffeflion of the citadel fword in hand, whilft J«c*h**» 

■ ' Beg. $24* 

Muftapha went to get himfelf acknowledged in v—* 

the Hexamilium.f In effett, whether the people 
were afraid of beipg governed-by a .mafter too. .. 
young, or that they thought thpy faw their law¬ 
ful prince in this man, whofe outward appear¬ 
ance. feduced them, Muftapha entered feverai 
places, more lijser.a favorite monarch than a con¬ 
queror. The arrival of thefc news at Bur fa, 
raifed the whqle council of the young’emperor 
^gainft the grand vizier Bajazet; They reproach¬ 
ed this minifter with a misfortune which he ought 
to ha,v e forefeert, for no one doubted but it was the 
haughty reply made the Greeks, which had deter¬ 
mined them to fet up an emperor. The council 
was unanimous for charging Bajazet with the event 
of a war which he alone had incited. The time 
was precious, as it was neceflary to march troops 
from Alia. Bajazet paffed the ftraits with lefs 
than thirty thoufand men ; fome foldiers joined 
him in Europe; The ufurper feemed to be a 
prince confirmed on his throne,, which fome fac¬ 
tious people were vainly attempting to pull 
4°wn. 

Though 

, t This was what they called the peninfula on which Gallipoli is fitoaeed, 

, becaufe *he ifthmus, which jpins'it to the continent, is hut fix miles broad j 
this was what gave the, name of Hexamilium to Lyftmachia, buift on (his 
• ifthmuV. The ifthsiw-of Corinth had a wall and a town which bom the 
fafiie name,. 
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Bajazet’s 
army de- 
ferts by de. 
grees to the 
enemy. 
The grand 
vizier him- 
felf goes & 
furrenders 
to the u- 
furper: 
Sineis has 
him put to 
death. 


Though Baja*et’s forces were very inferior, he 
marched courageoufly againft the enemy. Muf- 
tapha advanced -ftowly, at the head of fixty 
thoufand men:' Sineis commanded the troops. 
Muftapha was employed only in increafing his 
party, in flattering all thofe whom he had inte- 
reft to gain, and in perfuading by careflcs thofe 
men accuftomied to tremble before their mafters, 
and to kifs theduft of their feet. And indeed 
Muftapha intentionally permitted the enemy’s 
army to approach him. ' He and Bajazet met 
near Gallipoli ; the ufurper’s camp was well for¬ 
tified j almoft convinced that his enemy would 
not attack him, he undertook to vanquifh him 
without ftriking a blow. He advanced every 
day, with a feeble efcort, as far as the advanced 
guards, or towards the difperfed knots of men, 
and eonverfed familiarly with the commanders'or 
foldiers. He made all thofe recoiled him that 


had formerly-feen Muftapha; he called God to 
witnefs the juftice of his caufe, and fword by 
the prophet to govern equitably the empire 
which he was obliged to conquer. His conver- 
fations had almoft always the fuccefs which he 
expe&ed : the foldiers either followed him, or re¬ 
turned to their camp only td bring him a greater 
number of deferters; in fhort, in a few days, 
Bajazet’s army was fo reduced by defertions to 
Muftapha’s, that the vizier could no longer flat¬ 
ter himfelf with making the leaft refiftancc. He 

went 
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went the. laft to implore the clemency of him, {£ *££ 
whq had vaoquifhed him without a battle. The *—«—' 
pretended prince would have fpared him, agree¬ 
ably to his political principles; but his gene¬ 
ra}, $ineis, whom it was dangerous for him 
to qffend, was the declared enemy of Baja- 
aset. This vtizler had formedy fought the alli¬ 
ance of Sincis; he had adhed his daughter in 
marriage for his fon. Sineis, who hated Bajazet, 
fiaml preferred giving his daughteir to a ftave 
newly enfranchifed, whom he made fangiac of 
Ninaphea. In the firft difgrace of Sineis, Bajazet 
had tahen poffeffion of that town, imprifoned the 
governor, who had been preferred to his fon, and 
ordered him to be made an eunuch. The re¬ 
membrance of this cruelty had left deep traces in 
the heart of Sineis. He no iboner faw this vizier 
pcifoner, than he had him wrefted from Mufta- 
pha’s tent, notwithftanding the proteftion of that 
prince, which the unfortunate vizier loudly re¬ 
el aimedi and had him beheaded in his prefence. 

After this event, Muftapha flattered himfelf, m pie . 
that he fhould peaceably poflefs all that the 
Ottomans had conquered; in- Europe. He had 
difperfed an army of Amumh’s without difficulty; 
and. was received at Adrianople with the accla-™* . 

* prince, ir» 

maiiems-of all the people. This child of fortune ^J^ b ** e ' n 
was loginning to refign himfelf on the bofom 
of his. prolperity, ashen the Greeks demanded of 
him GaibpoE and the other places which they 

M had 
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had been promifed, Muftapha confidered him- 
fufEciently certain of his profperity, to dare 
openly appear perjured and ungrateful. He 
refufed to give up what he termed the patrimony 
of his anceftors, declaring to Demetrius, who 
demanded of him, in the' name of Manuel, the 
execution of the treaty of Conftantinople, that 
he neither could nor would mangle the Ot¬ 
toman empire. Demetrius, having been his 
firrt deliverer, made no fcruple of reproaching 
him with his perfidy. But Muftapha was not 
fufcegtible of lhame; he complained in his turn 
of Manuel’s cruelty, who had retained him 
captive in the ifle of Lefbos, the latter part of 
the reign of Mahomet. After a fpeech, full of 
pride and bitternefs, he ordered Demetrius to 
go and tell the Greek emperor from him, 
that he would be his ally, only on condition of 
Manuel’s renouncing his unjuft pretenfions. 
The Greek emperor was confounded with fo 
much audacity; he faw with grief his perfidies 
repaid, and that he fhould, not receive from 
them the. fruit which he had expedted. Not 
being fufEciently ftrong to punifh, he refolded 
to offer his feeble fuccours to the fultan A- 1 
murath, whom he had betrayed; but on whom 
he founded all his, hopes of revenge. The Ot¬ 
toman prince was not caft down at having op- 
pofed an irifufficient force to the enterprifc of 
Muftapha; he favorably received the ambaffadors 

of 
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of the emperor Manuel, and fenthim others in 
return, in order to difiemble the refen tment that 
he felt at the fetting up of a pretended Muftapha; 
but he would never promife, either to truft his 
two brothers to the Greeks, or to give up Gal¬ 
lipoli, as Manuel demanded. This would have 
been paying too dear for the alliance of that 
prince, for the ancient matters of the world 
had hardly any thing but good wiihes to offer 
their allies. 

The young Amurath had feen how the addrefs sineis be- 
alone of Muftapha had made him reign at A- pretend^ 
drianople: he was willing in his turn to get the fo r u fhe go. 
good opinion of the people? he publifhecLthatofs™”™. 
the fins of the Mahometans had drawn on them l^aban- 
the wrath of God. When he learned the total 
deftruftion of his army, he exclaimed in open 
divan: What can a created being do, when the lone ’ 
Creator is againft him. This maxim is retained 
by the Turks.; they repeat it often in Amurath’s 
own words. This prince went publicly fome 
leagues from Burfa, to vifit a dervis, who pof- 
fefied great reputation for fanftity throughout 
Afia. He gave the folitary man a great many 
proofs of piety and veneration; he intreated him 
to go to prayer, in order to learn from God, 
and from his prophet, if he fhould undertake 
the war, and what fuccefs the monarch might 
hope from it. The pretended faint, after a long 
meditation, affirmed the voice of infpiration, and. 

M 2 promifed 
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J -^- t 4»*» promifed the fultan feveral times, from Maho- 
met, the moft complete vi&ory, and the conftant 
profperity of the houfe of Ottoman. This 
oracle, defignedly fpread throughout the em¬ 
pire, weakened the fort of charm employed by 
the pretended Muftapha. He- contributed him* 
felf, ftill more than the dervifian prophet, to 
ruin his party. Since he thought himfelf fettled 
on his throne, laxury and debauchery had ren¬ 
dered him incapable of bufinefs, and- he even 
neglected to pleafe thofe from whom he thought 
he had nothing more to expert. The repeated 
reproaches of Sineis at length drew Muftapha’ 
from the floth in which he had ianguilhed for 
a year paft. His troops palled the ftraics, and 
the two armies met. Amurath, who knew Sineis 
to be an able general and a traitor, chofe rather 
to corrupt than to fight him. He propofed to 
him, by an officer of his army, brother to Si¬ 
neis, who went to meet him in the night, to 
reftore him EphefuS and Smyrna, of which he 
had been balhaw, on the foie condition of the 
oaths, and an annual tribute. Sineis found 
Muftapha, neither Efficiently vigilant, nor war¬ 
like, to flatter himfelf with his being able to 
retain his conquefts. He began to repent of 
having attached his fortune to that of an ufur- 
per, who was incapable of fuftaining his dan¬ 
gerous part, and who was but an impoftor, even 
in the eyes of his partifans, Sineis gave his 

word, 
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wWd> on which much dependence could not 
be put, add the next night let out for Smyrna* 

The news of this defertiort were a figdal fot all 
Muftapha’s feldiets, who dilperfed, as foon as 
they faw themfelvcs Without a thiefi Amurath, 

Who had expe&ed it, had caafed bridges to bo 
Conftrudted at equal diftancts,' and avenues to be 
prepared, in order that the deferters might come 
to his camp With greater facility^ and Where 
they actually arrived in great number. The a- 
bandoned Muftapha fled to LafnpfaeO, followed 
only by four fcrvattt&s it was with difficulty that 
He found a bark to carry him to Europe* The 
army of his enemy was clofe after him: the 
ufurper was hard prefled to aflemble at Gallipoli 
his few remaining foldiers, and particularly to 
flee from Amurath. He pafled the ftraits with¬ 
out an efoort. Amurath likewife wanted velTds Amnniii, 
to carry over his army j but the Latin Chriftians finance «f 

4 4 /onic Ge- 

ferved the foltan, better than his allies or his noefe vef- 
own fubjefts could have done. The circum- lues hi* 
ftance was favorable: the Genoefe poflbflbd at army ’ 
that time in Phocis, on the borders of the fea, 
a mountain, from which they drew alum, and 
which was, for them, a contiderable objedt of . 
commerce. They had Conftrudted, at the foot 
of this mountain, a town and port called Photea, 
and were continually lending veflels thither. 

This eftabliihment had formerly paid a tribute 
to the Greek emperor; but, in the fequel, the 

Ottomans 
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1 |f| ‘ Ottomans had poffeffed themfelves of this tri- 
V—bute, as of almoft all Afia. There were feveral 
years of this tribute due, as they had been 
obliged, through circumftances/to negleft the 
payment of it. Immediately on this revolution, 
Adorna, who was at that. time podeftate of 
Phocea, offered the fultan to furniih him with 
as many veffels as he ihould want to tranfport 
his troops a^rofs the ftraits, on condition that 
the fums due from the republic of Genoa fhould 
be remitted. The propofal was accepted, and 
as foon as it was known that the falfe Muftapha, 
was paffed into Europe, Amurathi wrote from 
Lampfaco to the podeftate Adorna, to fummon 
him to his word. The Genoefe fent his veffels 
immediately, and Amurath’s army embarked the 
third day after their arrival at Lampfaco. As 
foon as Muftapha faw the fea covered withGenoele 
veffels, he detached a bark to offer the podeftate 
a confiderable fum, if he would, under fome 
pretext, retard the difefnbarking of the Turks. 
Adorna fteadily refufed to liften to this perfidy, 
The troops remaining at Gallipoli, and thofe 
which Muftapha had been able to affetnble, 
courageoufly oppofed the defcent of Amurathj 
but, overcome by number, the ufurper's only 
refource was flight. Amurath remained three 
days at Gallipoli, in order to receive the foldiers 
who flocked in crowds to his ftandard. 

As 
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As foon as fortune had declared for the legi¬ 
timate prince, he no longer met with refiftange. 
The fugitive Muftapha had entered Adrianople 
to colle& all that he could carry away of his 
treafures; he was no longer there when Amurath 
took pofleffion of the place j but thefe fame 
t reafurcs, which were his laft refource, ferved to 
difcover his footfteps. He (hewed as little judg¬ 
ment in fecreting himfelf, as he had courage in 
the field; fome fpies, who knew him by the mag¬ 
nificence with which he rewarded hofpitality, fol¬ 
lowed him. They furprifed him in Walachia, 
where he was endeavouring to raife fome troops, 
and to ftir up his remaining partifans. Amurath 
had offered a fum, to any one that fhould bring 
him Muftapha alive. The wretched being was 
conduced to Adrianople, loaded with chains, 
where the people, who had believed him their 
matter, no longer regarded him but as an im- 
poftor. The emperor expofed him to the infults 
of the foldiery, and the indignation of the po¬ 
pulace, after which he was hanged on a gibbet 
in the grand fqu are at Adrianople. 

Amurath had remained at peace with Manuel 
all the time that-he was engaged in the reduction 
of the pretended Muftapha; but he never for¬ 
got, that it was-the Greek emperor who had, 
raifed him Up .this rival. The fultan retained at 
his court the amt>a|Tadors that Manuel had fent- 
to felicitate him on the death of the ufurper. 

He 


j.c.1421. 
Heg. 8x4. 


The im- 
poftor’s ar¬ 
my being 
diiperfed, 
he is taken 
and con¬ 
ducted to 
Adriano¬ 
ple, where 
the fultan 
has hint 
put to 
death. 


J.C. 1412. 
Heg. S15. 
Amurath 
puts him- 
felf at the 
head of an 
army a- 
gainft Ma. 
nueU 
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j.c. jj c W a» unwilling to have thefe Greeks render 
H*g, 4 Saj, too early an account to their mailer of the pre- 
* —— 7 paraeiona which he was making againft him} 
but, as foon as they were fiailhed, the fultan 
ordered them to go and tell Manuel, that h<} 
fliould fee him himfelf foon after them. Amu- 
rath kept his word : in the beginning of the 
ipting, he marched with a hundred and fifty 
thoufand men to ravage Thefialy, Macedonia* 
and Thrace. Ducas afierts even that the intent 
tion of the fultan was to befiege Conftantinople. 
Ma ," uel Manuel, who had nothing near fo many troops 
*^Tft ival to oppoie him with, had recourfe to his ordinary 
Amurath. f raut } and artifice. He incited by letter one 
the Creek Belias, governor of the ful tan’s brothers, to 
place on the throne the eldeft of thefe princes, 
who was as yet but a child, and to reign in his 
name. Perilous and deftitute of every pretext 
as was this proceeding, Helias found accom¬ 
plices with the Greek money. He conducted to 
Nice the young Myftapha (for that was likewife 
the name of this prince). The ftoond Muftapha 
was inconteftably of the Ottoman race j but his 
right to the throne notwithllanding was equally 
illegal. Be that as it may, the news of an 
infurre&ion at Nice, put a Hop to Amurath’s 
deflating the- provinces of his enemy. This was 
• aH that Manuel had aimed au III this interval, 
7.0.14*4. the Greek prince died at Conftantinople in the. 
«*»• **"• feveoty- 
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feVenty-feventh year of his age, leaving to John ff)****’ 
Paleologus, to whom he had already given a > 
ihare in the crown, the broken remains of the 
Greek empire, and his hatred of the Mufiulmen. 

Amurath only ftiewed himfelf in Alia. No Amurath 
regular troops had taken part with the rebels, brothers 
but folely a few freebooters, drawn by the love ftrans,ed ’ 
of pillage, had aflembled about Nice. The 
fultanV* approach foon difperfed them. The 
emperor’s name alone was fufficient to procure 
the opening of the gates of a town, which had 
fo recently acknowledged an ufurper. The 
principal confpirators were fo troubled, at the 
fmall refiftance of their accomplices, that they 
had not time to look to their own fafety. Helias, 
all the guards, and all the followers of Muftapha, 
were unfaercifully put to death. The pretended 
emperor and his brother, ■ though yet too young 
to be really culpable, (for the eldeft was but 
nine years old,) were ftrangled in Amurath’s 
prefence, who fent their bodies to Burfa, to be 
interred in the royal fepulchre. Thefe executions 
of the younger Ottoman princes, became after¬ 
ward very frequent. 

Amurath had yet one traitor to punifh. This Amurat 

. lit reduces 

fame Sineis, ever a perjurer or rebel, who, three pro- 
after having raifed from the dirt the pretended v ' nc °* 
Muftapha, had fince betrayed him for the go¬ 
vernment of Smyrna and Ephefus, from which 
he had been firft turned out, began to be defirous 

N of 
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j.c. 1414* of fluking off" the conditions on which he had 

to 14-29. 0 

He 6 . 817, ma de his peace; he refufed, or at leaft neglected, 

> to fend to Adrianople the impofts of his pro- 
vince. The fultan eagerly feized the opportunity 
of chaftifing this fcoundrel, and of re-entering a 
fine province; he fent againft him Kalil, the bro¬ 
ther-in-law and friend of the vizier Bajazet,whom 
Sineis had caufed to be cruelly maffacred in the 
tent of the pretended Muftapha. Kalil, iafpired by 
his hatred, marched at the head of fifty thousand 
men. The rebel was defeated, and obliged to 
flee with a few followers. It was in vain that 
he fought allies among the tributary fovereigns, 
whom he fuppofed animated like himfelf with 
a defire of fluking off the yojce. Several would 
have'been happy to execute it; but not one 
durfl; put confidence in Sineis; He, who had 
feveral times made his mafter tremble at the 
head of an army, was taken like a malefa&or, 
after having wandered a long time, and puniihed 
as he merited. Amurath re-united two pro¬ 
vinces befides this to his empire, without much 
bloodihed: that of Sipha or Sinope, (a parfof 
Natolia,) and Ipfala in Europe. The fovereign 
of the firft had excufed himfelf from paying 
the tribute; Ierman, who poffefled the latter in 
Romania, chofe rather to declare himfelf at once 
a real fubjedt, than appear to enjoy fome fove¬ 
reign rights, dependant on the caprice of a 
prince always ready to crufli him. The emperor 

loaded 
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loaded Ierman with prefents, and made him 
fangiac of Ipfala. The new governor confidered H ^ g 8 * 7 ’ 
his fortune and life fecure whilft he ferved a »—v —* 

i 

mafter of^whom it was too dangerous to be 
either the neighbour or the enemy. 

Amurath did not forget his hatred againft the 
Greeks. As foon as he had arranged his Afiatic 
affairs, he repaired the ftraits, and turned his t b h u e t f “^ n f ; 
arms againft the Morea and all the maritime faionica, 

° . which he 

places towards the mouth of the Strymon in had ceded 

* . __ f . .as one of 

Macedonia. He took Dercos, Settunion, and the condi. 

.... . . . tionsofthe 

Mefembria, always taking care to ravage and treaty, fo- 
impoverifh the country. John Paleologus ear- proteaion 
neftly fought peace: in order to obtain it, he netians. 
confented to abandon all the towns that the 
Turkifh emperor had taken, even Theffalonica, 
which had not yet furrendered, to erafe the 
wall of fix miles long, built along the ifthmus 
of Corinth in order to fhelter the Morea from 
the incurfions of the Turks ; (it was called 
Hexamilium, as well as the town at its foot;) 
and to pay befides an annual tribute of three 
hundred thoufand afpers. Thefe conditions were 
fufficiendy advantageous to content Amurath; 
but when the fultan thought the peace fettled, 

John Paleologus pretended, that he had no right 
to give up Theffalonica, as he had agreed to. 

During the negociation between the two em¬ 
perors, the Thelfalonians, through fear of be¬ 
coming flaves, had made an attempt upon the 

N 2 liberty 
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j.c. i 4 H» liberty of Andronicus, the Greek emperor’s 

to 1429^ 4 * 

Heg. 8*7, brother, who commanded in the place, and had 
fince fent deputies to Venice,-to offer to become 
fubjefts of that republic, if they' would un¬ 
dertake its defence. Calcondilus and Phranzes 
alTure us, that the violence offered to Andronicus 
was a feint, and that the Theffalonians had re- 
C courfe to the republic of Venice, only in concert 
TheVene- with the Greeks. Be that as' it may, as the 
dertlk"its Venetians wifhed ardently for a town fo advan- 
Amurlth tageoufly fituated for commerce, they accepted 
tobefiege P ro P°f a ^ without hefitation. They imme- 
>*• diately fent a governor thither, who gave An¬ 
dronicus the liberty of retiring to Conftanti- 
nople ; and for fear left the natives, who had 
not thought themfelves fufficiently ftrong to 
defend their homes, fhould talk of fubmitting 
to the Turks, they tranfported a great many 
families, fome to the iflands of Euboe and 
Candia, and others to Venice, under pretence, that 
there were not provifions enough in the place, and 
that it would be difficult to introduce any. In 
the place of thefe ufelefs ftomachs, they fub- 
ftituted difciplined and determined foldiers. A- 
murath was at Seres, in Macedonia, when he 
learned, that the Venetians had undertaken the 
defence of a place, which the Greeks had ceded 
to him. Surprifed to find himfelf oppofed 
by an enemy which he had not thought of, he 
fent an embaffy to Venice, to reprefent to the 

republic. 
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republic, that as he was not at /war with them, J- c - r 4*4> 

r . . to 1429. 

they ought not to fhut againft him the gates of a 
town, which had never belonged to them. The <— 
fultan not having received any fatisfa&ory anfwer 
from the Venetians, it became neceffary for him 
to prepare for befieging a ftrong place defended 
by- determined foldiers. The emperor wrote to 
Amza his vizier to bring, by the gulf of Thef- 
falonica, all the troops that he could take from 
Alia, alluring him that he would foon join him. 

Amza appeared the firft, at the head of an siege of 
army fo numerous, that the befiegers were more n ica. 
than a hundred to one. Notwithftanding this'^3*ns 
large number, the Venetians defended them- 
felves with incredible courage, making frequent 
and bloody Tallies, contenting themfelves with diers ‘ 
a very frugal nourilhment, and threatening in- 
ftant death to all thofe that lhould talk of fur¬ 
rendering. The fortifications of this town were 
fuch, that few war machines could affect them. 
Though the ufe of cannon was already known 
in almoft every part of Europe, the Turks did 
not yet know how to employ them. They en¬ 
deavoured to corrupt fome of the befieged. In 
effect, fome of them not being v able to fupport the 
extremities to which they were reduced, under¬ 
took the continuation of a fubterraneous palfage, 
known only to a few people, in order to open a 
communication with the outfide of the walls, 
and, by that mean, to introduce the enemy. 

This 
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j.c. M^This being difcovercd, the authors of it were lb 
“'s-g^eruelly punifhed, that feveral, before they were 
coovi&ed, precipitated themfelves from the top 
of the ramparts into the Turkifh camp, to avoid 
the torments which their accomplices were put 
to. Thefe examples kept in order the feebleft. 
The war engines and battering rams made very 
little effect, and the fiege began to lengthen. 
The vizier wrote to the emperor, that his pre¬ 
fence became neceflary, not to augment the 
number of the befiegers, already too large, but 
to add new vigour to the troops, who began to 
defpair. Amurath tore himfelf from the arms 
of his fultanefles. As foon he arrived at the 
camp, he caufed to be publifhed by found of 
trumpet, that he gave the foldiers every thing 
that Ihould be found in Theffalonica, men, wo¬ 
men, children, gold, filver, furniture, and wares, 
and that he referved to himfelf, only the place and 
buildings. This declaration renewed the ardour 
i' C ‘ 'gjl* The aifault was given with fuch 

* vigour, that they reached at length, though in a 
fmall number, the top of the walls; thofe, who 
were able to get up, cut their way'through the 
middle of fome difcouraged foldiers and an 
enervated populace. They found means to open 
a gate to the Turks, who rufhed inftantly into 
the city. There was lefs daughter in Theflalo- 
nica than is generally feen in towns taken by 
aifault. Amurath’s abandoning all the (laves 

to 
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to- the foldiers, was the caufe of there being 
but little blood filed. The Turks killed, only 

thofe that made refiftance, and they put in chains 
all that fubmitted to them. The town was rich 
the gold, the filver, the rich furniture, and every 
thing of value, was a prey to the troops, as the 
fultan had promifed them. Each foldier fold as 
many (laves as he could take. The town, be¬ 
come a defert, was repeopled by fome families 
from the country. Amurath introduced like- 
wife, fome of its old inhabitants, who had been 
ranfomed. He converted all the churches into 

* i 

mofques, except one, which he left theChriftiana. 

The Greek emperor had the boldnefs to complain 

of the fack of Theflalonica. Amurath com- 

> 

plained in his turn againft: John Paleologus’s 
negled of the treaty. He faw, or was willing to 
fee, a connivance with the Latin Chriftians in 
the defence which they had made of this town, 
and he defignedjto puriifli the Greeks for it, by 
continuing the war with .them, 1 though they had 
paid the tribute. yj 

He took feveral towns without;refinance in He take* 

fome towns 

Achaia and Etolia, which the Greeks yet poffef- Etoiia, 

and con- 

fed. They opened their gates to him as loon as dudes a 
they could perceive the horfe-tails.* The Vene- theVene- 
tians, interefted in the prefervation of a free in- tl “ s ’ 

' i tercourfe 

* This is a mark of dignity earned before the waters. An officer who 
has a right to have three b'jrje-tails carried before him, is Ailed a vizier of 
three tails ; and when the emperor is going to declare v. jr, he caufes the 
herfi-tails to be hung out. $rarjlator . 
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' to C "i4j6 9 ’ terc ourfe with all nations by fea, were eaget to- 
H to*8 o l* en d an embaff y t0 the Turkilh emperor to con- 
*— * —» elude a peace. We do not find that this prince 
made them purchafe itj he contented himfelf 
with undermining the Greeks, and weakening by 
degrees, under the molt frivolous pretences, the 
princes his tributaries and neighbours. 

Amurath • For twelve whole years Amurath made war with 
with*rev” his vaffals in Europe and Afia. He difpoffeffed 
It*tbe P b- them in order to give their poffellions to fome of 
hlTwhetf h' s creatures, or he reduced' them to heavy tributes. 
Some female intrigues, which are always fo dark 
at the Ottoman court, but which are often more 
powerful there, than any where elfe, were the oc- 
cafion of almoft all thefe events. Befides a great 
number of concubines Ihut up in the hararn, 
Amurath had three legitimate, wives there, all 
daughters or fillers of hie vaffals, who had been 
given him by them, in order to procure his pro¬ 
tection, or purchafe peace : Helen, daughter of 
Lazarus Ogli, prince of Servia in Europe ; Fat- 
ma, daughter of Isfendar Beg, prince' of Sinope 
in Afiaj and Mary, filler of George, become 
defpot of Servia after the death of Lazarus Ogli. 
Thefe princeffes, giving themfelves up to their 
jealoufies, endeavoured to have the war carried 
into the dominions of their rivals. Mary, prin- 
cefs of Servia, the lafl of the fultaneffes, had at 
firlt effaced the two others from the heart of the 
inconllant Amurath. But her beauty and fuc- 

cefs 



ccfs made her fo haughty, thatr lhe prefently irri- 
tated her fpoufe, who would have none but He s- *3*» 

• ' ■ to 840. 

flaves. Mary had been the feal of peace between A—v—* 
Amurath and her brother. The princefs of Si¬ 
nope, who had at firft been facrificed to her, more 
flexible and cunning than this haughty Greek, 
knew how to recover the heart of a matter, as 
defpotic in his pleafures as in the adminittration 
of his empire. It was then people faw for the 
firft time at the Porte the black eunuchs, the 
guardians and confidants of the women, furround 
the monarch, treat with the foreign minifters, 
and prepare war -or peace. The army was fent 
into Servia j the defpot, brother to the dis¬ 
graced fultanefs, was attacked in Semendriah, 
his capital, under pretext of his entertaining 
intelligence with Hungary. This town was 
taken by. affault. The defpot fled to the court 
of Ladiflaus, king of Poland and Hungary; 
and he haftened to put Belgrade, his moft im¬ 
portant place, under the protection of the Hun¬ 
garians. 

Ladiflaus, king of Poland and Hungary, had £fter^ 
intrufted the defence of Belgrade to the cele- with La¬ 
brated Hunniade, waywode of Tranfylvania, one king of 
of the greateft generals of his time. It was at he con- 
this fiege that the Turks experienced, for the truce of 
firft time, the effedt of cannon, which much tenyears ' 
furprifed. and frighted them. After fix months, j. c . I4 * j6> 
they lhamefully abandoned this place, which ” eg ' 84 °‘ 

O they 
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j.C. 14.36, t hey had been unable to reduce. Hunniade, 

to .1444. \ r 

Hcg.^40, having palled the Danube, 'purfued Amurath’s 

v—v—> army, greatly reduced both by fire and difeafe. 
The Hungarians ravaged and burnt the whole 
country which had been taken by the Turkilh 
emperor: nevertheless we don’t find that there 
was any considerable engagement. The pro¬ 
tection of the Hungarians procured the prince 
of Servia the reftitution of his dominions, for 
Amurath juftly feared Hunniade’s great repu¬ 
tation. The Hungarian and Turkifh monarchs 
concluded a truce of ten years. Each ratified is 
by oath on the myfteries of his religion. The 
ftipulated conditions were, that, in confcquence 
of the reftitution of Servia, neither the Turks 
nor Hungarians lhould pafs the Danube. 

OgfTraifes Amurath’s lifter, the wife of Caraman Ogli, 

up » con- jj a( | feveral times exerted her credit with the 

lederacy 

of Euro, fultan, to procure this refractory vafial, more 

yean pnn- * 

cm, who refraftory than all the reft, a pardon for his fre- 

place La- * r • r 

diiiaus at quent infringement of treaties. Though Cara- 

their head * . 6 . 

man was a good Muflulman, he wrote continually 
to the king of Hungary, the waywode of Bul¬ 
garia, the waywode of Walachia, in Ihort, to all 
the Chriftian princes, neighbours bf the Turks, 
to irritate them againft his brother-in-law, who 
had rwice (pared his poffeffions. They all of¬ 
fered to join the king of Hungary, provided 
Caraman would make a diverfion on the other 
fide of the fea. Ladiflaus was a lover of glory, 

and 
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and could not refufe the means of acquiring it. 

The ftate of Venice offered him veffels ; the 
duke of Burgundy fe.nt him money; He w^s ■v —j 

befides. .certain of having confiderable fuccours 
from his Polifh dominions; but the folemn path 
which' he had taken, to obferve a truce of ten 
years with the Turks, flopped his proceeding. 

Pope Eugene IV. fent cardinal Julian Caefarini, 
the Hungarian legate, to appeafe the fcruples of 
the king, and convince him, that however facred 
an oath might be, it-was no way binding with 
Infidels, and- that it was a work agreeable to 
God, to perjure one’s felf in order to exterminate 
thofe who offended him. At length, a brief of 
abfolution from Eugene, the legate’s fopbifms> 
the love of vain glory, fuperftition, and falfe 
zeal, ftifled, .in the heart of Ladiflaus, the cries 
of confcience and the fentiments .of equity. 

The Pope and the Venetians armed a fleet atPopeEu- 
their .joint expence, the objeffc of which was Lthorife* 
to prevent the Turks from palling the ftraits. Hungary 
All the veffels bore the colours of the Holy See, his trea- 
or of the duke of Burgundy: for the republic ^f e J_ he 
did not dare,openly go to war with the Otto- 
mans. The Greeks were ho way engaged in 
this confederacy. A little before, at the council P™ 5 £ th 
of Florence, it had been vainly endeayoured to 
reunite them to the catholic church. The Greek E “- 
prelates, called to this council, had in fa£l con- 
fented to the union ; but they foon returned to 

O 2 the 
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j.c. r4j6, the fchifm with the people, who had never been 

to 1444* r r 

He g . 840, converted ; and by this mean there wa&as much 

to 848. * 1 

y —v—> hatred between the Latins and Greeks, as be¬ 
tween the Mahometans and Chriftiatis. John 
Paleologus pleafed himfelf in fecret with the ef¬ 
forts that his enemies were making-for their own 
deftru&ion. The confederate fleet had taken 
poffeffion of the entrance of- the Boiphortis, 
called the facrdd entrance; they flattered them- 
felves with blocking, up the-Muffulmen j but 
Amurath, perfectly informed of all the motions 
of his enemies, had embarked at a more diftant 
place, and taken another way. .He found means 
to land a hundred thoufand men in Europe, 
without being oppofed by a Chriftian veflel. 
Amurath entered with his fleet the port of Gal- 
•liptjli< J and marched to Adrianople, where AU 
bafhaW, beglerbeg of Europe, came to join him 
with another body of troops equally confiderable 
and difciplined : and inTpife of the tumultuous 
efforts of‘a numerous confederacy, this jun&ion 
was formed without any obftacle. 
varn*a.° f confederate army was already near-Varna, 

j.c.1444. 01i the borders of the Pont Euxine, where they 
8 +®’were foon joined by the Turks; the king of 
Hungary had.t vainly flattered himfelf that the 
combined fleet would hinder the paffageof the 
Ottomans. He had for lieutenants, the cele¬ 
brated Hunniade, Julian Csefarini the pope’s 
legate, the biihops of Strigonia and Waradin, 

and 
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and fome Hungarian and Polifh lords. The J-c. <444, 
army of the crufade appeared only & conftifed H t e o g - g ^» 
heap of men of all nations, without experience ' 
or difcipline. Their cavalry alone had fome coop 
fiftency r it was compofed of. gentlemen and 
warriors byiprofeffion, who oppofed* to the ene¬ 
mies’ weapons, arms offenfive aft<L defensive, well 
trained horfesf courage, and the love of glory. 
Theinfantry were for the moft part idlers armed 
through drunkennefs :or debauchery, 'frithufiafm 
or tnifery, and who father fancied th?mfelvps 
going to a pillage than, a war,. - 

Such foldiers were not formidable to thefe : 
brave janiffaries,! who knew equally, to obey and 
to fight, and whom the hope of a rich booty, 
or a merited fortune, or the paradife of Maho¬ 
met, invariably animated. Notwithstanding this 
difference, the advantage of ground and the 
talents of Hunnjade would have perhaps carried^ 

Or at leaft balanced, the victory, if he had beep 
permitted to difpofe the order of battle to his 
mind. . But every general who commands under 
a king has the flatterers and envious to fight 
againftv who undoubtedly are much more dan¬ 
gerous than open enemies. Hunniade had cho- 
fen his field of battle before the arrival qf the 
Turks; the Chriftian.army hah in .its rear a chain 
offteep hills, and its right wa$ defended by a 
large river. The general had fattened a number 
of waggons together, in order to guard the left, 

and 
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and to prevent the enemy from- turning or taking 
» s*? 8 ’ ’ n ^ an ^- He had placed the king in fafety, 
behind a large body of cavalry, advifing him to 
take the command of the: referve,. in which he 
had mixed a great part of the infantry, that he 
leaft efteemed. The command of the left wing 
was given to a Polilh nobleman; whofe namehas 
not beesn preferved by hiftory. Hunniade was 
determined to begin the attack himfelf at the 
head of the right wing* and to continue it by 
the left. The legate and the bilhops he had left 
with the king in the referve. 
wa- The Turks advanced in good: order, carrying 
theconfe- at the end of a lance the treaty broken by the 
fc defeated . Chriftians, upbraiding them with their peijury, 
and loudly promilihg to themfelves vi&ory or 
martyrdom. ■ - The Turkifh army was almoft a 
third more numerous than that of the Chriftians j 
but Hunniade’s difpofitions had deprived the 
enemy of every mean of furrounding them, or 
even of prefen ting a more extended front, which 
could facilitate their attacking them in Bank. 
Amurath had placed almoft all his infantry in the 
firft line. Garaffe, beglerbeg of Afia, com¬ 
manded 1 the tight wing j Ali balhaw, beglerbeg 
of Europe, the left, and the emperor himfelf was 
in the centre. After fervent prayers on both 
fides, and fhort harangues from the chiefs. Hun- 
made charged the left wing of the Turks with 
as much order as vigour. The fquadrons en¬ 
gaged 
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gaged feveral times without effeft, (hewing 
equal forfce and addrefs: at length Hunniade 
found means to open the enemy’s front ranks; 1 — 
the ardour Of the horfe, and the weight of their 
arms, prefently routed them. The daughter was 
terrible at the right, and the Hungarians might 
have flattered themfelves with the viftory, if 
Hunniade had been always obeyed. But the 
bilhops, who furrounded Ladiflaus, jealous of 
the waywode’s viftory, and more fanguinary than 
martial, preffed the Hungarian monarch to 
charge at the head of his corps. , He accordingly 
ordered the fquadrons that guarded his perfon to . 
open, and, marching with his infantry againft 
the janiflfaries, he forced the latter to take ven¬ 
geance, and to fall with fury on thefe bands 
which came againft them. The viftory was no 
longer in fufpenfe; the whole confederate infan¬ 
try was prefently routed. The king of Hungary 
himfelf, furrounded on every fide, was unable to 
withftand his numerous aflailants; after having 
defended himfelf a long time, he was willing to 
furrender prifoner ; but the janiflaries, exaf- 
perated at the breaking of the truce, gave no 
quarter. All thofe who threw down their arms 
were maflacred without mercy. The king of 
Hungary fell, pierced with wounds, in the mid¬ 
dle of the janiflaries. They cut off his head, 
and carried it againft Hunniade, who had aban¬ 
doned his attack to march to the king’s afiiftance. 

This 



104 


HISTORY of the OTTOMANS. 


K^This fped^acle terrified all the Chriftians, and 
completed their defeat. Hunniade vainly eo- 
*—v —> deavoured to recover his matter's corpfe, and the 
lhameful trophy difplayed by the Mahometans 
with fo much oftentation. The name of perjurer, 
which they continually repeated as they fought, 
or rather as they mafiaa-ed the vanquilhed, roufed 
in vain the courage of the Poles and Hungarians, 
Who only offered themfelves in greater number 
to the enemy’s fword. The flaughter lafted ’till 
night. The two beglerbegs, each on his quar¬ 
ter, purfued the fugitives, numbers of whom 
were drowned in the Danube. The two bifhops- 
perifhed in the battle; the Chrittian army was 
entirely difperfed, - and Amuratb, the next day, 
had a pyramidi covered with pompous inferip* 
tions, raifed on the field of battle, by the fideof 
a trophy compofed of the arms of the vanquilhed. 
Amurath The fultan made no ufe of this victory. He 
the throne had juft loft two fons by a contagious diforder. 
his fon Either through grief at this lols, or diflike of 
Mahomet. gQ Vernmentj determined, after the battle of 
Varna, to refign the empire to his fon Mahomet, 
who was only fifteen years old, leaving his two 
fervants GarafTe and Ali balhaw near the throne, 
to fupport their new matter. We cannot divine 
the motives, that could induce Amurath to quit 
an empire, which he had extended and fortified, 
to leave it to a child.' The Turkifh hiftorians- 
pretend even that he abdicated the throne twice;, 

the 
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battle of Varna. But this improbable account 
h denied by the Greek hiftorians, more authentic <—v-j 
than the Turks, who do not always preferve the 
exacted memoirs. Be that as it may* Amurath, 
contented with his trophies, and With having 
punifhed perjurers^ had the young,Mahomet pro* 
claimed emperor of the Turks in the city of 
Adrianople, and retired to Magnefia to give 
himfelf up 'to the repofe and pleafures of fen- 
fuality, which neither the cares of war, nor of 
the throne, had ever made him forget. 

Mahomet fixed his refrdence at Adrianople. Amurath 
The janifiaries, accuftomed to fear Amurath, ^throne 
foon took advantage of the youth and ineX* h°°abdu* r - 
perience of his fon. Thefe fierce fotdiers re- t10 " - 
tjuired afevere difeipline, which could not be 
expedted under the •government of a child. Se¬ 
veral riots at Adrianople coft the inhabitants, 
and even the janifiaries, much blood. The 
managers of the public trtafury took advantage 
likewife of their fituation to apply the money to 
their own ufe, and to opprefs the fubjedts. In 
left than four months the face of the empire was 
entirely changed. In the rnidft of peace abroad, 
which had been fo feldom feen, there never was 
fo much confufion. ’Till then the emperors had 
executed every thing themfelves; the viziers had 
not yet gotten that authority which they have 
fince acquired under a long fucceffion of' efft- 

P i minate 
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minate princes. The foldiers and all the minifters 
Heg. 848, were accuftomed to receive their orders from the 

' to 551. 1 . .' * 

^ fovereign himfelf. Kalil, Garafie,. and AH, who 
were charged with aflifting the young emperor, 
faw that the empire would foon run to ruin, if it 
were not fuftained by more powerful hands. 
They, roufed Amurath, who was giving himfelf 
up to his pleafures, and conjured him to come 
to the, alfiftance of his empire and family. They 
did nqt dare propofe to the young fultan a vo¬ 
luntary abdication j for, notwithftanding his in¬ 
ability, Mahomet was already grown fond of au¬ 
thority* Amurath fet put privately from Mag- 
nefia, and Kalil invited the young fultan to a 
hunting party, which was to lalb feveral days. 
During this interval, Amurath arrived at Adria- 
nople, and^jhewed himfelf to the people, who 
received him with traidport. He went to the 
divan,. and; had all the malecontents punifhed. 
All the odas of janiffaries immediately returned 
to their duty. . After feven days abfence, Maho¬ 
met, on his return from the hunting party, found 
his father fettled on his throne ; he was ordered 
to gO to Magnefia, to wait'till age Qiould have 
taught him to command. The young prince o- 
beyed without a murmur, and Amurath prefently 
reftified all the faults committed by his fon. 
Amurath , During the war with Hungary, there had 
defpot of ' happened what was . always the confequence 
theM * fe *‘ when any power rofe up againft the Turks. All 

the 
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the little neighbouring princes had taken advan- 
tage of the circumftance to endeavour to aggran- 
dize themfelves, whilft the Ottoman arms were 
engaged elfewhere. - Conftantine, defpotof the 
Morea, had entered the Turkifh dominions and 
taken feyeral places. Amurath, after having 
quieted the troubles at home, fent. a hundred 
and twenty thoufand men towards the Hexami- 
lium, ; threatening to reduce it to afhes. It ex¬ 
tended from one end to the other of the ifthmUs 
of Corinth. The father of the hiftorian Calcoh- 
dilus was fent as ambaffador to afk peace of the 
, Turks j but his propofals were inefficient to 
fatisfy A mu rath. This prince fent him back to 
his matter, bound hand and foot, and attacked 
with cannon the wall Which defended the 
ifthmus; This was the firft time that the 
Turks employed thefe deftru&ive arms. The 
Greeks were foon defeneelefs, and furrendered 
every thing that they had ufurped. 

Thus far almoft every thing had been profpe- The h.no- 

' • 1 • 1 ry ofScan- 

rous to the emperor Amurath but m his latter detbeg. 
years he had to fight againft* an -enemy^ more 
formidable than any he had yet met with, and 
who had been brought up in his bofom. ; This 
was the famous Scanderbeg, fo adored by the 
Chriftians, and of whom the hiftorians report 
prodigies. This warrior, called George Caftriot, 
was . the fon of John Caftriot, prince of Epirus, 
who, like all the Greek defpots, had fubmitted to 

P 2 the 
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conqueror. John Caftriot bad not only paid 
**&'$*?*’ a tr ^ ute t0 Amurath, but his four fons had alfo 
ju-v—» been conduced as hoftagcs to the court of that 
prince. Three died hi infancy. The youngeft, 
called George, pleafed the emperor by his fine 
figure, and .by features which announced an ele¬ 
vated foul. - Amurath, either through inclination 
or policy, had young Caftriot circumcifed, and 
educated in the-Mahometan religion ;irbut he 
always remained a Chriftian in the bottom of his 
heart. Amurath carried him to the war when he 
was very young. The courageous addons and 
bodily ftrength of young Caftriot, got him the 
name of Alexander, which in the Turkifh lan¬ 
guage is Scatter, to which they added' the fylla-> 
ble beg) which fignifies prince. Jt was under this 
name of Scanderbeg, which George Caftriot re* 
Ceived from the Ottomans, F that he fignalized 
againft them thofe martial talents, which he had 
receiyed and cultivated in their fchool and army. 
"When John Caftriot, prince of Epirus, died, 
Amurath never once thought of rendering to his 
ward, the dominions of which nature and the 
death of his brothers had made him foyereign. 
He eftablifhed a bafhaw there, and conftantly 
employed young Scanderbeg in war. This in¬ 
juft ice fenfibly offended that warrior. An out¬ 
rage which Scanderbeg’s youth and beauty drew 
on him from Amurath, abandoned to every fpe- 
cies of debauchery, completed his abhorrence of 
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the man, who pretended to be his beiiefoSjor, 
was only his tyrant. 

Scandeiibcg bore this in his heart when he»—-v—> 
went to the ftrft Hungarian war, in which the AmuratH 
Turks were obliged to raife the fiegc of Bel- into Alba- 
grade, and to retreat before Hunniade, who puir- scanderbeg 
fued them. This bad fuccefs of that war had him in an 
-induced fhe Emperor to leave the command of gj™ po ft. 


his army to a iiafhaw, who bad the misfortune 
\to be made prifoner. Scanderbeg took advan¬ 
tage of this circumftance; he invited to his tent 
the reis effendi, a fort of fccretftry of ftate whb 
•guards the fmall foal of the empire, and, with 
his cimeter at his throat, forced him to fign and 
feal a letter to the bafiaw of Epirus, commanding 
him tp remit Croia the capital 1 of that province, 
a»nd all the countries its dependencies, to the 
faid Scanderbeg, who was to govern them in the 
name of Amurath, indead of the bafhaw depofed 
by this pretended order. As Toon as the . feal 
was affixed to it, Scandef beg. killed the reis ef- 
Tendi ,with his own hand, and interred him on 
the fpot, in order t to deftroy:every trace of the 
action. This dope, he made his efcape to Croia, 
and, -by virtue of his falfe order,, which no one 
fufpedted, took pofTeflion of the place. He had 
no difficulty to detach the Albanians from their 
obedience to the Turks. He endeavoured to 
fupply his province -vith provisions, fortify the 
towns, raife national troops, and win the gar- 

rifon$ 
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J‘ o c j^’ rifons which had formerly ferved Amurath. In 
fine, he employed all his ability to maintain 
v—» himfelf in this fovereignty, which had been un- 
juftly wrefted from his family, and which he had 
io recently recovered "by a perfidy. The Vene¬ 
tians, fccret enemies of the Ottomans, without 
daring openly to oppofe them, alfifted Scanderbeg 
with a confiderable fum of money. This fugi¬ 
tive was already a redoubtable enemy, when the 
fultan undertook to reduce; him. He began by 
befieging Fetigrade, Scanderbeg’s frontier town j 
he took it by affault, and unmercifully maffacred 
all the men capable of carrying arms, becaufe 
every one had contributed to the defence of the 
place. This example, far. from intimidating, the 
Albanians, irritated, them ftill more again ft the 
Turkifh yoke. The prince of Epirus, with ten 
- thoufand men, undertook to' make head againft 
fixty thoufand horfe I and forty thoufand janif- 
faries. Croia v : his capital, was provifioned and 
fortified to fuffain a long-fiegei Far from de¬ 
fending the narrow paffes which led to it, Scan¬ 
derbeg would not attempt it, ’till the enemy had 
penetrated as far as a kind of bafon formed by 
a chain of mountains circularly difpofed, in 
; which he flattered himfelf with finding great 
advantages, as his troops, encamped on thefe 
■ fteep rocks, could batter all thofe, who Ihould 
pafs below, with the artillery which he had 
gotten half way up; arid the Albanians, and 

all 
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all the moutaineer foldiers, were ufed to climb J*h *444, 
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thefe heights, to attack the enemy, and to efcape H eg . 84*, 
their purfuit. _ 

. The Chriftian prince could hope for fuccefs, Siege of 
only from furprizes, and the fuperiority ^hich he 
knew he poffelTed-ovcr the generals of Amurath, He S’ 8 s ! * 
He permitted them to lay liege to Croia, which 
nature and art had made one of the ftrdngeffc 
places in the Weft. He had garrifoned it with 
fix thoufand men under the command, of the 
count of Uruena his lieutenant,general.. As to 
himfelf he remained in the mountains' at the 
head of his troops, which became every day more 
numerous, as the Venetians had dilbartded nearly 
all the forces in the fervice of their republic, and 
furnilhed Scanderbeg with ;the money neceffary 
1 to engage them. The Turks tempted in vain 
the fidelity of the count of Uruena; immenfe 
offers were inefficient to make him defert his 
prince. He cannonaded the befiegers' camp 
with d, numerous and' well . ferved. artillery. 
Whenever he made a fally, Scanderbeg; attacked 
the fame quarter on the oppofite fide. All the 
hiftorians agree in reporting prodigies .of thi| 
fiege; never did the union of valour and ability 
better fupply the want of number, The inde¬ 
fatigable Scanderbeg fhewed himfelf.day and 
night to the befiegers, and-forced them to in¬ 
trench themfelves. He picked from his army 
foldiers like himfelf, for the night expeditions ; 

he 
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'++*« he madtt them put fliirts over their arms, in order 
h ^-^ 8 5 »> that they i»ight know one another in the dark, 
-v—* and he penetrated with them into the enemy's 
quarters, after a terrible daughter of foldiers, for 
the mod part buried in profound deep. He cut 
his way through the bands of janiffaries that the 
tumult had awaked* and who oppofed in vain 
their battalions^ always too open in their ranks, 
to the efforts of chefe formidable warriors, whofe 
ftrokes carried with them certain death. .Scan* 
derbeg kept up a conftant intelligence with the 
befieged, by means of fires lighted on the hills* 
hr letters carried to the count of Uruena by fpies 
Who found means to crofs the Turkilh camp* 
The befieged made frequent Tallies, and, by 
means of their well regulated intelligence, were 
always certain of the outfide of the Turkilh in* 
trenchments being attacked at the fame time] 
and on the oppofitc fide. Scanderbeg’s foldiers 
and the count of Uruena’s often joined in the 
midft of the enemy. Then the befieged ufed to 
bring back reinforcements with them. Not a 
day paffed but Scanderbeg intercepted convoys* 
.and made every where a terrible flaughter* as 
much to diminilh the number of his enemies, as 
becaufe he had not fufficient troops to guard 
prifoners. In fine, the whole fummer was con- 
-fijmed in fruitlefs efforts by the Turks, whom 
the fire anjhfword of the Greeks, and the needfity 
of continually watching, in. order to prevent 

furprifes, 
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forprires; leflened by degrees. Amrirath, * ex- J‘^44*. 
perienced in war and accuftomed to fuceefs, He g . 851, 
fumed to fee a yotrng foldier,, Whom he had <-*v—* 
trained under his eyes, rdift him with fuch a 
trifling: force. 

dr In the middleof- the autumn, the rain began Amurath 
to t rtioiften the earthy the works became more fiege! * 
arid raore difficulc, and the befiCged found them- 
felves ftronger than at the commencement. A* 
murhrfi:; refolved to give over an ^Cnterprife, 
whirih had. alreadt^-taft him fo dear-} he railed 
the ftegd of Crora ? irat), to return to AdriSnople, - 
he was obliged to |Msr the defiles of the moun^ 
tamfc, where Sca'nderbeg was Waiting for hind; 
Amurath . loft a great number of men again 1 in 
this paififage: a : few troops' flopped the broken 
remains of this fluttered; and difconlaged army 
a grear while there. r >At length, aftgr-much 
bloodshed, the troops returned to their quarters} 
with the difgrace of having been Crihftantljrbca- 1 - 
ten by a yonrig general, who hacTndt the-eighth 
part of their forces. - - 7 - 

The following winter, a glorious event con- Homage 
foled the fultan for this difafter. The homage Turkic 
Which the Greek emperor fedcied himfelf obliged th/cm^-* 
to pay the Ottoman fceptre, was an important Greeks!** 
victory over this ancient rival m greatnefs. 

John Paleologus was dead without children: his 
brother Gonftantine Dracozes would not venture 
to afcend the throne of Conftantirtople, without the 

permiflion 
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J- c - '+ 4 *» permilfion of- Amurath.' He fent ambaffadors to 
him to afk hi$ confent, before he prefumed to call 
J —y— * himfelf fovereign. This fhameful proceeding 
feemed toprefage the appr.oachingdeftru&ion of 
the empire. Ducas, the hiftorian, counts John 
Paleologus for the laft Gre'ekiemperor,' -without 
doubt becaufe he did, not confider as fuclr, a 
prince who had not dared to rCign without the 
permiffion of his enemy.. 

Battle at Amurath’? laft attempt was direfted againft the 
tgamft the Hungarians. The - brhveHunniade hid been 
mi, whow declared regent of the kingdom fince the death 
j!c^i45i. °f Ladiflaus the laft monarchy whilft his fon, yet 
«*«• *5S* a child, was at the court of the emperor, Fre¬ 
derick. Huniiiade; encouraged by the example 
of Scanderbeg, refolved , to avenge-the misfor¬ 
tunes of Hungary. .In the beginning of the 
Ipring,-he entered the Turkilh dominions. The 
ful tan aflembled his forces, and came up with 
the Hungarians, near Caffovia, in the very place 
where Amurath I. was killed, after having gained 
the vi&ory. Hunniade’s army was compofed of 
forty thoufand infantry, feven thoufand cavalry, 
and two hundred armed chariots. Thefe armed 
machines were very formidable before the ufe 
of powder; they penetrated and feparated the 
battalions, by forcing the foldiers to divide, 
or receive the edge of the fcithes with which the 
wheels and flanks of the chariots were armed. 
But the fire of cannon, or even of {mall arms, 

foon 
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foon rendered them ufekfs. The horfes were 
killed befote they were able to reach the enemy, » 
and the chariots became often a rampart for the 
troops whom they had. been fent againft. The 
Hungarians and Turks fought at Caffovia three 
fucceffive days by piece-meal, with equal cou¬ 
rage. The latter, being moft numerous,, had at 
laft the advantage,; but HUnniade fold it to 
them very dear. ^He retired, leaving behind 
him two-thirds of his trpops; the Ottomans loft 
more than twenty thoufand men. 

This bloody vi&ory was not followed by any 
incurfion, or the taking of any town. Amurath’s 
health, which grew worfe every day, obliged him • 
to return to Adrianople,' where he married Ma¬ 
homet his fon to the. daughter of Solyman Beg, 
defpot of Albiftan. This young prince, to whom 
he-had once already refigned the fceptre, was 
intended to fucceed him foon : the nuptials Death of 
were fcarcely finifhed, when the fultan’s infinni- Ar¬ 
ties .degenerated into a fevere illnefs, which car¬ 
ried him off in three days; after a reign of thirty 
years, and a glorious life of forty-nine years. 
Amurath poffeffed great qualities, obfcured by 
an inordinate love of pleafure. Though born 
for war and to command,' his inclinations had fo 
effeminated him, that he once'- abdicated the 
throne. Neverthelefs, circumftances again roufed 
him, and the love of glory preponderated in his 
heart. He ftrengthened and extended the Turk- 
Qjz 
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*5S ^ em P’ re » ^e hummed the .Greeks more tfaui 
c—-v—-* either of hif predeceffors i. he fhewcd ability *nd 
courage •, and he opened to. his fon a career of 
conque^ in which that young prince even ex¬ 
ceeded, hirq. 


MA?OM|T II. 

SURNAME!) fm CHEAT. 

SEVENTH REIGN. 

"AyTAHOMET le*rqed the. death qf his father, 
Amurath II. at in Lydia, where 

he had been fent a$ governor. The young; 
prince was but juft arrived, when the viziers dif- 
patched-* m'eflertger for. him to come and. take 
poffeflion of the throne, Mahomet repaired to 
• Adfianople,, where he .was received with the ac¬ 
clamations of the people, who loved Amurath, 
and. who joined to the funeral honors paid his 
memory, the teftimony of the moft heart-felt,, joy 
at the fight of his fon, of whom they had con¬ 
ceived great, hopes. But the firft ufe that this 
Maiomefs P^ nce htwde.of: his authority, was an aft of bar¬ 
bs ' 1 com- barity, Amurath’s afhes were .fcarcely laid in 

mences by * 

wi» the tomb of his anceftors at Burla, when Maho¬ 
met ordered the aga of the janiffaries, called AH, 
to have his brother,, an infant at the breaft, whom 

Amurath 
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Amurath had had by th/e daughter of the defppt 
of Sinope, put to death » withpuidoobt becaufe *—v-y 
he was afraid left that prince, the, iflue .qf a 
lav^ful marriage, ffiould one day difpute the 
throne with him, who was only the foa of a dave. 

The princefs of Sinope was ordered to marry 
Ifaac, one of the officers of the daft fultan j and f 
as if Mahomet had determined to difcjaim all 
tbefe violences, he, alrfloft immediately after, 

©idered this fame aga of the janiffaries, who had 
been hi? inftrument, to.jpip ftrangled. 

He. tfegted more favorably another of his fa-* 
thpr’s wives, who was the daughter of the defpot 
ofSpryia. Thiis princefs was honorably fent back, 
to the dominions of her.father, with whom Ma* 
hornet ratified the alliance which Amurath had 
formerly pade. ,Th? Greek emperor’s ambafla- 
4 ors were likewife received as friends. The new 
monarch prepared in filence the attempts which 
hf meant to make j he renewed the alliance with 
all his tributaries, fwearing to them a conftant 
peace, by the prpphct whofe name he bore. 

Every pne was particularly interefted t-e live on 
good terms with this dangerous enemy. Cara* Mahomet 
man .Qgli alone, the, ftrft year of Mahomet’s Q a g ™ ma ^ e 
reign, had the prefumption to try his forces. As.”8"“** 
foon as he had learnpd the death of Amurath, he Jew and 
haftened to paf$ his frontiers to reeqver the coun-j fecond 
try which that conqueror had wrefted from him. the Dar- 
Mahomet crofted the ftraics with hi? European “*“* 

, forces,. 
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force.. The rebellious vaffaH who had expe&ed 
•«—that fome of the other princes would have made 
di'verfions, feeing himfelf alone expofed to this 
powerful enemy, haftened to appeafe him. He' 
reftored evefy thing that he had taken, and paid 
Mahomet the whole expence of his armament. 
The fultan, who was at that time meditating, 
greater things, contented himfelf with humbling 
this tributary prince, whofe eftates he was fure of 
taking whenever he pleafed. On his return to A- 
drianople, Mahomet enticed away from the Greek 
emperor feveral experienced founders and work¬ 
men, to whom Conftantine did not- give fufh-’ 
cient wages. The Turk wifhed to have a : for¬ 
midable artillery, and to eftabliih batteries on 
both Tides of the ftraitsl For this purpofe he 
propofed to build a fort on the weft fide, direftly 1 
facing that which his grandfather had built on 
the eaft, in order to render himfelf abfolute 
mfcfter of this important paflage. One may fup- 
pofe that this enterprife greatly alarmed the 
Greeks, confined more and more within their 
walls. Thejr faw the fultan meditated to take 
them lay famine, fince no vefiel could any longer 
enter Conftarrtinople, without pafifing under the 
cannon of thefe two forts. 

Conftantine fent ambaffadors to Mahomet, to 
complain of what he termed an infraction of 
treaty. The Turk replied haughtily, that he 
was mafter of the land conquered by his ancef- 1 

torsj 
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tors r that he would donftrdtt on it what edifice 
he pleafed, without any of his allies’ having a 
right to complain; that providing for his own 
fhfety was notan infringement of treaty. Con* 
ftantine, difpleafed with this anfwer, fent aTheGrwk 
newembafly to infift on his requeft being com- T^niy°o P -i 
plied with. The -Turkilh emperor replied the buifdin^'of 
fecond time, that he would flay alive the perfon fot." 6 " 
who lhould dare fpeak to him in future of de- 
ftraying. thefe works. : 

'< Meanwhile, Mahomet fpared. neither pains nor 
expence to finifh expeditioufly. this new citadel, 
which Confided of three large towers united by 
eurtains .'and defended by advanced works. 

He laid t,the foundation himfelf, and faw the 
>feork <raifed under his. own eyes. The ruins of 
fevehal fine churches ferved for the cortftrudtion 
of tjiis edifice. Some Greeks, armed.by devo¬ 
tion for the defence of their temples, were put 
to the fword; the principal officers affe&ed to 
conduit the works, in order to pleafe the fultan 
who put his own hands to them. Conftantine, 
incapable of putting a flop to the railing of thefe 
fatal fortifications, fent to beg the emperor as a 
favor, not to permit the Greeks’ harvefts to be 
deftroyed j he alfo fent him a large quantity of 
proVifions for his workmen and their efcorts. 
Notwithftanding all thefe fubmiflions, Mahomet 
grazed his hosfes in the Greeks’ meadows, and 
had their corn cut to fupport his men. The 

farmers 
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farmers were flaughtered on the places that 
***** they attempt^ to defend, and the envirohs of 
Conftantirioplie exhibited to view the commence* 
ment of- the diMer which menaced chat immenft 
city. <~ yj ' •' 1 

»W-!’ 1 Conftantinei reduced to the lafl; extremity, 
wfe at a lofs' where to find fuccours. He had lt} 
Ni?h25»' the city a prodigious number of monksy priefttf, 
Jli0^* artificers,* ffidpkfeepers,-ahd workmen, all-people 
but little calculated for the fatigues of war, and 
he did h8t' fuppofe> to: poflefs either the 
force or CSfcragd rieceflfary to repulfe the enemyi 
In' this extremity, he flattered htnifelf with fome 
affiftaiYce from the Latins, whom* neceflky alone 
ftialde him confider as his brethren y for : neither 
t“he emperor, nor hardly any of the Greeks, had 
ftrl% adhered «o: the council Of Florence, where 
the union Of the Latin and Grtek.churches had 
been 1 declared. Qn the return of the prelates to, 
Conftantinople, alt the Greeks, had rifeh up ax 
gairifl: what they termed their cowardice j and 
the efforts which thofe who w'ere real friends of 
their country had made to deftroy the fchifm, 
feemed to have given it new force. Notwith- 
ftanding thefe difpofitions, the emperor fept to 
pope Nicholas V. who, before he would think of 
giving the leaft affiftance, or even of afking any 
from the European princes for the Greeks, fenc 
Cardinal Ifidore, archbifhop of Kiof, to Gonftan- 
tinople* to confummate the union. The inftant 

perils 
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perils whkli threatened them Could not forcfe 
the Greeks to feign fufficiently to deceive the <—r— 1 
prelate. Thofe, who faw the cleareft how much 
they waited the afliftance of the Latins, con- 
fented to celebrate the holy myfteries with the 
legate, and to fign the decree of union, on con¬ 
dition however, that, when it Humid have pleaded 
God to reftore them peace, and to deliver Com 
ftantinople from the danger with which at was 
threatened, the faid. decree fliould be carefully 
examined by qualified perfons, and corrected, if 
it fhould be found neceflary. The monks and 
nuns, who held the higheft rank , in the Greek 
Church, bitterly reproached all thofe who had 
confented to commune with the Latins.: “ Drive 
“ the enemy from our walls,” replied the latter, 

“ and you lhall foon fee if we fiapport the Azi- 
“ mites more than you.” This was the name 
that the Greeks gave the Latins, becaufe one of 
the differences between the two rites, tonfifta in 
the Greeks’ making ufe of leavened bread for the 
facrifice of the mafs, and the Latins of azimed 
or unleavened bread. The prefling want of the 
pope’s afliftance, added ro the falfe complaifance 
of the Greek emperor and his court, excited 
more and more the animofity of the ent'hufiafts. 

Some monks, refpedted for their do&rine and 
the feverity of their manners, iflued anathemas, 
from the bottom of their cells, againft the 
legate and all thofe who had communed with 

R him. • 
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5|- him. The priefts fliut their churches againft 
thofe that had affifted in St. Sophia’s at the 
celebration of the myfteries, the day on which 
cardinal lfidore had propofed to verify the union: 
no one would enter the metropolitical church, 
which was thought prophaned: this falfe zeal 
had paffed even among the dregs of the people; 
the public-houfes were full of artificers, who, 
with their glaffcs ia their hands, pronounced 
anathemas againft the pope and the Latins, drank 
in honor of the miraculous virgin, whofe wor- 
Ihip was performed in the city, and conjured 
her, with tears in their eyes, produced by the 
wine, to protect Conftantinople from the enter- 
prifes of the pope, and to deliver, without his 
alfiftance, a people, whofe only hope was in her. 
Thefe cries reached the ears of the legate, who 
wrote to Rome all the Cfftimonies of-hatred with 
which he was loaded. Nicholas V. took care 
how. he eqogloyed his credit, ftill more his forces, 
for fuch inveterate enemies; he readily aban¬ 
doned them to him, whom he looked upon- as 
the infirument of the decrees of God. 

Meanwhile, Mahomet’s troops laid wafte that 
part of the Morea which the Greeks had ftill 
left, and of which the two brothers of Conftan- 
tine, Thomas and Demetrius, had divided the 
government. The Turks had defolated the 
country ; they were in poffeffion of all the forts 
and moft of the towns. The two defpots, who 

ha^l 
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had taken refuge in Sparta, now called Mifitra, 
were in momentary expeftation'of fetters. Con- *—v—* 
ftantine, too certain of the ftorm which.he. faw Mahomet 

. takes the 

ready to break on him, thought of provmOjtnng greateft 
his city j he afked fuccours of the Genoefe. The More*, 
latter had never prefumed to declare themfelves noefe vef- 
againft the Turks, but they wifhed more than the port of 
any other people to fee their power balanced, nopu^te 
They fent to Conftantinople five large vefiels, 
loaded with every kind of provifion, and five ^“ nd 0 r f ei 
hundred chofen men. Though this convoy did 
not carry the Genoefe .flag, Mahomet was very them - 
certain of his being betrayed by thefe pre¬ 
tended allies j but he remitted his vengeance to 
a more favorable opportunity, and loft not a 
moment to endeavour to take thefe five vefiels, 
or at leaft to prevent them from entering the 
port of Conftantinople. Whether Mahomet re¬ 
ceived intelligence too late, or that, in advancing 
as far as the ftraits of Gallipoli to oppofe the 
pafiage of the five Genoefe vefiels, he was afraid 
of being attacked in the rear by thofe which were 
in the port of Conftantinople, he waited for them 
at the entrance of this port at the head of a 
hundred fail, "all barks.or galleys, badly con* 
ftrudted or badly commanded. , This occafion 
demonftrates what judgment, addrefs, and valour, 
can do againft number. The hiftorians don’t 
mention any thing of the Genoefe cannon’s re¬ 
plying to that of the Turks; without doubt they. 
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were not yet in ufe on the fea. Ducas and Cal- 
condilus fpeak only of war engines, which broke 
the oars and fhattered the veflels. The darts 
which obfcured the air killed but few Genoefe. 
At length their five veflels entered the port acrofs • 
this immenfe Turkifh fleet. Mahomet was fa 
enraged at this hurrfiliation, that he ftruck with 
his hand the captain bafhaw, admiral of the 
fleet, who had not been able to make his orders 
underftood, or was incapable of giving them. 

This unfuccefsful attempt no way abated the 
ardour with which the preparations for the fiege 
were made. Mahomet tranfported his artillery, 
at an immenfe expence, to the neighbourhood of 
Conftantinople. The fables which the Greek 
and Turkifh hiftorians have copied from each 
other fefpe£ting this artillery, teach us but too 
clearly, how faulty the recitals of antiquity are. 
Mahomet, they fay, drew, with fixty pair of 
oxen, a Angle cannon that was nine feet in dia¬ 
meter, and which carried bullets of eleven hands 
breadth in circumference.^ Be that as it may, 
in the beginning of the fpring of the year 1453, 
Mahomet II. appeared at the head of three hun¬ 
dred 


$ The impoffibility of the thing demonftrates the fallhood of it. The 
volume of powder requifite to carry this enormous bullet, could not have 
been inflamed in the fame time, and confequently could not have produced 
Its effea. The numerous artiilery that might have been formed of the metal 
of this immenfe cannon, would have been more qfeful in the fiege, and mora 
formidable to the enemy, than a machine without proportion, the firft trial 
iff which roqft have demonftrated its inutility. 
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dred thoufand men before a city, certainly well 
fortified both by art and nature, but which at J 
moft did not contain above eight thoufand 
fighting men, even it we count the citizens who 
had armed through zeal, and mixed with the 
Venetians, and Genoefe, who were come to fecond 
the few regular troops that Conftantine yet kept 
in pay. This was all ' that remained of that 
Roman empire, which, during fo mitty ages, 
had governed the world. Conftantinople was 
at that time eighteen miles in compafs; this 
great cjty formed, and ftill forms, an acute 
angle, the point of which is fituated eaft, ad¬ 
vancing towards the fea, and faces the Bofphorus 
of Thrace. This is where the grand feignior’s 
feraglio is at prefent. The weft fide, which 
forms the bafe of the angle, joins the continent; 
it was defended by a double wall, provided with 
a large ditch filled with fait water* for all that 
fide of the angle, facing the fouth, is watered by 
the Propontis, and that to the north by another 
arm of the fea, which enters the land, and forms 
an immenfe bafon between the ramparts of Con¬ 
ftantinople, and a neck of land on which Galata 
is built. The whole together prefents to the' ■ 
fight the moft magnificent port in the whole 
wdrld. The entrance, which is fix hundred 
paces broad, was at that time ihut by a ftaccado, 
she middle of which was defended by two iron 
chains, and by the veffels in the port. The 

Venetians 
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• Venetians had forced this defence with theif 
vefiels in 1203, when, in conjunction with the 
French, they took this city j but fuch a work 
was not to be expeCted from Turkifii pilots and 
failors, who were nothing near fo good feameu 
as the Europeans. And indeed, the fea would 
have been ap impenetrable rampart lor Mahomet, 
if invention, courage, and money, had not made 
Up for the talent in which his pilots were de¬ 
ficient. 

Mahomet, after having eftablilhed fourteen 
batteries on the land fide, which kept up a con¬ 
tinual fire, determined to penetrate into the port, 
in order to be able to attack the place on the 
maritime quarter. He firft took pofleflion of 
Galata, which he effected. without difficulty, as 
the befieged had given up its defence. As foon 
as he was mafter of this bank, he had a road 
made overland, on which he conveyed, by 
means of horfes, oxen, ftrength of arms, and 
machines, fixty vefiels, which were launched and 
mafted during the night in this very port which 
the Greeks had neglected to gbard, becaufe they 
thought it impregnable. The next day the con- 
fternation was general, when the befieged, who 
thought they, had only to guard the double wall 
next the continent, faw, clofe to their ramparts, 
barks and galleys,.in which war engines ^nd bat¬ 
tering rams were already preparing j wooden 
.towers, difpofed at equal diftances, containedfbl- 

diers, 
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diers, who kept up a brifk fire with fmall arms, 
and 'difcharged fhowers of darts at thoie of the v —*—* 
garrifon who ran to attempt to,difmount thefe 
terrible machines. This fa£t, attefted by all the 
hiftorians, will appear perhaps incredible, but 
difficulties, reputed infurmountable, have often 
yielded .to perfeverance and induftry. 

What foldiers there - were in Conftantinopje, 
animated by religion arid the fear of falling into 
the hands of Mahomet, ! fought with a courage 
approaching defpair. The emperor was always 
at the head of his troops; but, as the attacks 
multiplied every moment, he appointed a noble 
Genoefe, well experienced in the defence of 
places, f 0/ his lieutenant. The garrifon was 
not fufficiently numprous, in proportion to the 
befiegers, to v make Tallies a this Genoefe lieu¬ 
tenant, called Juftiniani, confined the defence to 
repairing, during the night, the breaches made 
by the machines or batteries in the day. The 
promptitude of his operations aftonifhed the be¬ 
fiegers, and always prefented new fortifications 
to them. Their batteries were often difmounted 
by thofe in the place. The wild fire and floods 
of boiling oil, which the befieged threw from 
the walls, fet on fire -thefe wooden towers, in 
which, as we have faid, foldiers were put, in order 
to approach the rampart on the fide next the 
flea. 


This 
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lug '*57 This fleet, arrived as by a miracle in the port, 
* difqyieced the befieged infinitely more than all 
the ether efforts of the Turks. The emperor’s 
fleet had attempted to engage it, but had been 
lefs fortunate in attacking than in defending> 
the Turks had funk two veflels, which had kept 

AVenetim tjjg others in awe. A brave Venetian, called 

vainly cn- • 

deavoursto Cop, undertook to burn the fleet in the night; 

vtffeis.and he communicated his defign to Conftantine, 

penfhes m 

the at- demanding only three barks and forty deter-* 
mined men for the execution. This coura- 
geous enterprife would have perhaps faved Con- 
ftantinople, but it was difeovered by a Gcrioefe, 
the enemy of Cop, who, through animofity and 
the hope of a reward, informed the Turks of 
all the Venetian’s proceedings. He conveyed his 
letter at the end of an arrow into one of the 
Turkilh galleys, which was foon carried to Ma¬ 
homet, *who kept upon his guard. The three 
barks were purpofely permitted to approach* 
when they were attacked in the moment of 
execution; this was perfectly unexpe&ed to the 
Venetian, who had no other arms that; the com- 
buftibles intended for the enemy’s fleet, and 
which were foon turned againft himfelf. They 
difeharged a Ihowerof arrows at him, each of which 
carried a lighted match : the three barks were in 
flames in an inftant. They were not fufficiently 
near the Turkifh fleet to communicate the fire. 
Cop and his companions threw themfelves into 

the 
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the fea, rather than be burnt alive. The Turks L* c,, + S3 * 
faved them all* but this was only to butcher v —«• 

them the next day in fight of the befieged, who, 
by way of retaliation, hanged two hundred and 
fixty Turkifh prifoners on the ramparts. The 
Genoefe, who had accompanied thofe whom he 
betrayed, abjured his religion, and received a 
confiderable recompenfe. 

The mifcarriage of this enterprife terrified the 
befieged. The confequenCes were near being ^ e ^' The 
more fatal than the execution had been. The Greet em- 

peror boys 

Venetians bitterly reproached the Genoefe with inteiu- 

* i gence in 

the perfidy of their countryman. The great Mahomet’s 
duke or admiral, the firft officer of the empire, ” my * 
was jealous of the authority which Conftantine 
had given Juftiniani, the chief of the Genoefe, 
who commanded next to the emperor, and pof- 
felTed all his confidence. Thefe inteftine divi- 
lions increafed to fuch a degree in a few days, 
that the, two oppofite parties were tike to daugh¬ 
ter one another within the walls. Conftantine 
prevented the difafter which menaced him, by 
mixing’authority with prayers, and by conjuring 
his fubjedts and the foldiers come to defend 
him, not to do him more mifchief than his 
greateft enemies. This prince, who poflelTed by 
nature both talents and courage, was deferving' 
of a better fate j but, he was unable to flop the 
deftiny of the empire, or the torrent which was 
hurrying it away. Conftantine feemed to be bom 

S to 
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^• *S7* t0 t ^ ie t ^ ir<>ne> to experience at once all the 
v —’ * —■* misfortunes which menace fovereigns. He kept 
off for fortie weeks the blow which he Was una¬ 
ble to avoid, by procuring intelligence With the 
enemy. The treafures accumulated by his pre- 
decefioris amidft the miferies of the empire, 
were employed in corrupting Mahomet’s minif- 
ters. Ali, grand vizier to that prince, promiftd, 
for a fum of fnoney, to traverfe the operations 
of the fiege. The confidence which his matter 
had always placed in him, enabled him to' defeat 
his defigns. It is impoffible to account otherwife 
for the -length of the fiege of Conftantinople, 
defended againft three hundred thoufand meh, 
folely by eight thoufand, particularly after Ma¬ 
homet had found means to batter the place on 
the fide next the fea, ^gd to multiply his attacks. 
The breaches were open on every fide, and the 
befieged, who had already loft a great number of 
men, were infufficient to repair them. The dif¬ 
ferent works of the Turks menaced the place 
more and more the ditches were half filled up, 
courage failed a people who were ftrangers tb 
toil, who, as we fhall fee prefently, were abufed 
by fuperftitions, and whom the .profpeft of an 
approaching famine filled with defpair. 

The ram- Conftantine made a laft effort; he fent an em- 
forced^'d baffy to the Turk to offer him any tribute that 
ror killed, he fliould demand, and to.reprefent to him the 
injustice of invading a country which confented- 

to 
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to fubmit. But Mahomet wifhed to efface every ^ r «3- 
trace of the Greek dominion. He replied, that *—■» 

Conftantinople was already his conqueft; that, 
if Conftan tine'would furrender it to him without 
refiftance, he would fpare much blood: he even 
offered him the enjoyment during his. life of that 
part of the Morea which yet belonged to the 
•Greek empire, in order that the laft emperor 
might not entirely lofe. the ftate of fovereign. 
Whatever the Turkifh hiftorians may. have faid, 
whofe recitals, copied from each other, are be¬ 
yond all credibility, Conftantine refolyed tode- 
fend to the laft moment this previous remnant 
of the Roman empire, and to die with it. This 
was what Mahomet had expe&ed ; he had dif- 
pofed every thing for a general aifault ; he fur- 
rounded the plac-e on every fide that was open, 
and promifed the pillage to the foldiers, aban¬ 
doning to them, without referve, all the effefts 
and all the inhabitants, folely referring to himfelf 
the territory and buildings. Mahomet diftri- 
huted at each breach his worft troops, compofed 
of foldiers colleded in hafte, and who knew not 
how to fight; they were fuftained or rather con¬ 
strained by the janiffaries, who, with flicks or 
fwords in their, hands, forced thefe wretches to 
place 1 adders and mount the firft to the affault. 
Mahomet- calculated men in the chances of 
war with more exa&nefs than humanity ^ nu¬ 
merous as were thefe troops, he confidered them 

S 2 of 



* 3 * HISTORY of the OTTOMANS. 

of no other ufe t0 h «m, than to fill up the ditche* 
v - i v~j by the number of dead bodies, and to fatigue 
the arms and blunt the fteel of the enemy. In 
effeft, they all mounted to the affault, and not 
one reached the breach. All thefe operations, 
Commenced at the fame time, feemed to roufe 
the courage of the befieged, who precipitated 
from the tops of the ladders thoufands of men, 
penetrated with terror, as foon as they were 
gotten up. But when the janiffaries, marching 
on the bodies of thefe wretches, mounted in 
their turn, with as much agility as courage, the 
Greek? experienced efforts, which they were una¬ 
ble to refift. The attack of thefe brave fbldiers 
was covered by afhower of arrows difcharged at a 
fmall diftance, almoft every one of which reached 
its deflination. The lieutenant Juftiniani re¬ 
ceived one of thefe arrows, which pierced his 
hand through the gauntlet with which it was 
covered, and another ftruck him in the fhoulder 
for want of his cuirafs} forced by extreme an- 
guifh, he quitted his poft to feek relief. The 
Greek emperor learned at another breach, where 
he commanded in perfon, the difcouragement 
which Juftiniani’s retreat had fpread along the 
ramparts. In effe< 5 t, the janiffaries approached 
in greater number towards this place j they foon 
reached the top of the wall j and having re¬ 
doubled the /laughter and enlarged the breach, 
whole battalions mounted by this opening, where 

they 
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they no longer faw any refiftance. They ran ! |53- 
along the ramparts, and diftributed themfelves *■— s —* 
at the different affaults where their comrades had 
not yet fucceeded. The unfortunate Conftan* 
tine, feeing himfelf between two fires, and knowr 
ing the enemy were fpread over the city, ex¬ 
claimed, Will no Cbrifiian deign, through pity , to 
take my life? To prevent his falling alive into 
the hands of the vanquifher, he laid afide his 
gilded arms, and precipitated himfelf into the 
middle of the janifiaries, who killed him without 
Jcnowing him. 

Whilft the chiefs and foldiers were braving 
death on the breaches, the filly people ran to 
St. Sophia’s to await the event of a pretended 
predi&ion. Some impoftor had prognofticated to 
them, a long time before, that the Turks fhould 
enter Conftantinople one day, and would pene¬ 
trate as far as the column of Conftantine, where 
an Angel fhould defcend from Heaven, and put 
into the hands of a common man a fword and a 
fceptre, faying to him : <c Avenge the people of 
the Lordthat the Turks would immediately 
take to flight; that the Greeks fhould drive 
them in turn, under the command of this king, 
chofen by God himfelf, and that they would 
purfue them as far a place called Monardera on 
the frontiers of Perfia. The Greeks, on the 
faith of this abfurd prophecy, almoft rejoiced to 
fee their fallow citizens flaughtered ; fhut up in 

the 
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J-C.I45& the churches* they were addreffing tumultuous 
«—v—* prayers to God* when the fhouts of viftory, and 
the noife of the axes breaking open the doors, 
announced to them death or captivity. The 
janiffaries furrounded this unarmed multitude; 
avarice foft'ened their barbarity ; they bound 
them together two and two, choofing rather to 
fell or .employ, them in their lervice, than to maf- 
facre them. Almoft alfthe.foldiers had perilhed 
by the fword, of the conqueror. 

Coniunti- The great duke or admiral was more unfor- 
£maged. tunate than all the others. The magnificence of 
ilfwsv:- his arms difcovered him; he was conducted alive 
fcd^r” 6 to Mahomet, who treated him at firft with fome 
Tci*d*the" humanity. The conqueror afked him, why the 
Creeks. G rec k s had perfifted in defending Conftantinople. 
You have, faid he, loft your property and liberty, 
which I would have preferved you. The pri- 
foner, who had no longer any thing to diflfemble, 
replied; Your firft officers encouraged us,to hold 
out, averring that you would never be able to 
reduce us. This anfwer inftantly recalled to Ma¬ 
homet's mind, fome advice, which his grand 
; vizier, v Ali, had prefumed to give him, againft 
his interefi and glory. The great duke, who 
named no one, confirmed by this reply all the, 
fufpicions of the emperor, and the vizier was 
ftrangled immediately. The aflault had been 
given in the evening, and the city was pillaged 
in the depth of the night. The torches and 

arms 
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arms carried terror every where.* Notwith- 
ftanding the calamity of Conftantinople, there 
was ftill that magnificence, which the ancient 

iplendor 

* The women (fays Vertot in his BiJIoire its CbevaVtcts ie Make,) 
detefted the fecundity which had made them mothers, and bitterly lamented 
die fate of the young infants that they carried in their arms. An infinity 
of young girls, timid and faultering in their ftepi, who, not knowing 
where ’to go, wandered about like wretched ltrangers in the very bofom of 
their country, and, whilft they were in quell of their relations, fell into an 
abyfs of horrors, and into tha hands of barbarians, from whom they ex¬ 
perienced a treatment, more horrible, to them, than the moft cruel punilh. 
meht. Neither their tears nor cries touched the infolent conqueror, ttfid 
the meaneft of the Turks had an accomplilhed beauty for his prey, though 
often taken from him by another Turk, either ftronger than himfelf, or of 
higher authority in the army. Moll of thefe barbarians fet their prifonerr 
up to fale; but the men of quality, -the princes, and officers who were 
taken under arms, were executed by the fultan’s orders: none efcapeif his 
cruelty but the handfomell young perfons of both fexes, whom he referred 
for the abominations of his feragiio. 

It was thus that a young Greek lady of noble birth, called Irene, hardly 
feventeen years old, fell into his hands. A. balhaw had juft made her hi* 
flare ; but ftruck with herexquifite beauty, thought her a prefent worthy 
of the fultan. The call had nerer before giren birth to fo charming a 
creature; her beauty was irtefi liable, and triumphed orer the favage Ma¬ 
homet ; rough as he was, he was forced to yield himfelf entirely to this 
new paffion ; and in order to have fewer avocations from his amorous 
sfliduities, he palled feveral days.without permitting his minifters and the 
principal officers of the army to fee him. Irene followed him afterward to 
Adrianople, where he fixed the refidence of the young Greek. As for 
Himfelf, on whatever fide he turned his arms, he would often, in the midft 
of the moll important expeditions, leave the command to his generals, ar.d 
return on the wings of love to Irene. It was foon perceived that war was 
no longer his 'reigning paflibn : the foldiers, who were inured to plunder, 
and accuftomed to find booty in following him, murmured at the change. 
This diffatisfaflion fpread and became contagious: the officers, as well as 
the foldiers, complained of his effeminate life: yet his wrath was & ter¬ 
rible, that no body durll undertake to fpeak to him on that fubjefl. At 
lehgth, as the difeontents of the foldiery were juft going*to break out,' 

Muftaph* 


XT' 
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T^'+SJ-fplciidor of the empire had introduced. Rich 
*—r—i 1 clothes, magnificent furniture, gold, and precious 
Hones, every where offered to the avidity of the 
foldiery. In the fpace of a few hours, all were 
bending under the weight of their booty. The 

fack 


Muftapha bafhaw, confulting only the fidelity which he owed hia mailer, 
was the firA that gave him notice of the difcourfes which the janifTariea 
held publicly to the prejudice of his glory. 

The fultan continued fame time in a fullen and deep filence, as if he was 
confidering in himfelf what refolution he Jhould take ; the only anfwgg 
MuAapha received was, an order to fummon the bafhaws to affemble.the 
next day, with all the guards, , and the troops that were polled about the city, 
under pretence of a review; after which he went into Irene’s apartment, 
and Aayed with her all the night. 

Never did the young princefs'.appear fo charming In his eyes ; never too 
had the prince given her fuch tender marks, of his love before: and in 
order, if poffible, to beAow new luAre on her beauty, he defirsd her maids 
to exert all their care and flcill in drefling her. When ihe was thus fet out 
and adjuAed to appear in public, he took her by the hand and led her into 
the middle of the aflcmbly; when, tearing off the veil that covered her 
face, he haughtily alked the bafhaws around, if they had ever fcen a more 
perfedl beauty. All the officers, like true courtiers, were lavifh of their 
praifes, and congratulated him on his felicity. Upon which, Mahomet^ 
taking the fair Creek by the hair with one hand, and drawing his fword 
with the other, at one Aroke, feparated her head from her body ; then turn, 
ing about to his grandees, with eyes rolling and Aafhing with Are: Tbit 
fword, faid he to them, whenever I fleafe, can cut afunder the tiet of love . 
The whole affembly was Aruck with horror, and fhuddered at thf fight» 
the dread they were all feized with, of being treated in the like manner, 
made the moA mutinous of them tremble: every one thought he faw the 
fatal fword lifted over his own head; but if they efcaped his fanguinary 
temper at that moment, it was only to have hia revenge the better. Muf- 
tapha, as a reward for his faithful advice, was firA facrificed, and on a flight 
pretence; he caufed him to be Arangled in the feraglio; and in the long 
wars in which he was afterward engaged, and that lafied as long as his reign, 
he had the cruel pleafure of difpatching moA of the jar.iflaries one aftei 
another, who, by their feditious cries, had interrupted his plcaftires, and 
awaked his fury. TranJIator. 
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feck of Conftantinople was perhaps the leaft 
bloody of any related in hiftory. The foldiers w-v-a 
killed, only fome young perfons of both fexes, 
on whom they could not agree as to the divifion, 
and who were maffacred, through debauchery 
and rage,'by thofe who would not give them up 
to the ftrongeft. The .churches, which were 
richer than in any other part of Chriftendom, 
were pillaged ftill more than the palaces of the 
grandees. The Turks committed every profa¬ 
nation with which the excefs of vi&ory could 
infpire ferocious men, who thought to honor 
their religion byinfulting that of the vanquifhed. 

They dragged about the ftreets the images of 
Jefus Chrift, the virgin Mary, and the Saints, 
though the'Alcoran acknowledges the former for 
a prophet, and his mother for a virgin after her 
delivery: they drank out of the facred vafes, and 
employed fome of them for infamous ufes j they 
covered their horfes with the ornaments of the 
priefts and prelates, whom they were pleafed tp 
load, all enchained as they were, with the gold 
and filver plundered from their churches. Car¬ 
dinal Ilidore, the pope’s legate, was taken pri- 
foner and fold like the reft, but was fo fortu¬ 
nate as to conceal his name and dignity. The 
Turks, who detefted the Latin Chriftians ftill 
more than the Greeks, knew that a cardinal re- 
'•fxded at that time at Conftantinople, and vainly 
endeavoured to difcover him. The cardinal 

T legate 
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J-C.I453- legate deceived them, by taking the clothes from 

*—v-w a dead body, and leaving it the marks of his 
dignity, in the moment that he faw the city on 
the point of being taken. No one betrayed him, 
undoubtedly becaufe no one knew him again. 
In this difguife he was fold for a trifle to a mer¬ 
chant, who valued him but little on account olf 
his age and weaknefs. In the fequel, he found 
means to efcape from his captivity and return 
to Rome, where he ended his days.* Conftan* 
finople was taken by the Turks on the aothof 
the month which they call Gimaafel-euvel, in 
the year of the hegira 857, the a8th of our May, 
in the year of J. C. 1453,1* two thoufand two 
hundred and five years after the foundation of 
Rome, and eleven hundred and twenty-three 
after Conftan tine had removed the feat of the 
empire to Byzantium, and had given his name 
to that celebrated city, defigned to become the 
capital of another great empire. Thus ended 
the laft fhadow of Roman greatnefs, that had 
fpread itfelf over half the world, and which had 
decayed nearly in the fame (pace of time, that it 
had taken to raife itfelf.§ 

Mahomet 


• If we may believe this cardinal, h contradidim to every hiftorlan, 
Mahomet violated the emprefs in the church of St. Sophia. Tranjlator. 

■f This was in the 31ft year of the reign of Henry VI. of England. 

^Tranjlatort 

5 It is at the taking of Conftantinople, that the epoch of the revival of 
letters in Europe is fined. Several learned perfons palled ftqm Greece into 

Italy, 
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Mahomet made his entrance into Coniftanti- ^ 
neple about the eighth hour, that is, about two 
in the: afternoon. The ftreets refbunded witji 
the acclamations of the foldiers j not a Angle 
Greek remained. The emperor's.retinue dif* 
played a warlike magnificence; he alighted at 
St. Sophia's. This church had been pillaged 
like all the other temples. Mahomet flopped 
fome foldiers, .v^ho, under pretext of reli¬ 
gion, were going to pull down the very 
marble with which the. infide was decorated: 
“Be contented with the booty which I have 
“/abandoned to you,” faid he, “ the city and aU 
“ ins edifices belong to me.” He ordered an 

T 1 iman 

ttaly, fi-opi whence they fpread themfelves all over the Weft. They brought 
with them a more psrfcQ knowledge of their language, valuable mamiferipts 
of :th?ir beft authors, and the precepts of that eloqilepce.which received its 
birth in their climes, and that the Romans had formerly borrowed when 
they ftibjugated them. It feems the new conquerors have difdained to owe 
this advantage to the vanqulihed. .The Turks are never educated in the 
fchool qf the Greek orators. Fpi* a long time the ftudy of Homer, and 
'Demofthenes had been neglefled in the univerfities of the Weft j' but it food 
recovered itfplf after the -fall of the eaftern empire. Gregory of Tiferne was 
jkofirft who publicly taught Greek and Rhetoric at Paris. The fociety ol 
arts ordered him a hundred crowns a year. Before this profeffor of eloquence, 
the ftudents palled from Grammar to Logic. The art of Oratory came to 
embelliih this part of phiiofojhy, and lent it new fore?. They reckon 
among the molt celebrated qf thefe illuftrious Greeks who enriched Francs 
with the treafures of tbeiy country, Baffarion, who was honored with 
the Roman purple, Argyropile, George of Trebirond, Phiielphe, Her- 
anonyme of Sparta, and Andronicus. of Theffalonjca. About the com¬ 
mencement of this century, the learned Emmanuel Chryfolore reftored the 
tafte for Greek literature in Italy. He taught Leonard Arettin and Le Pogge 
of Florence. TranJIaKr. 
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^c. 145-3. iman to afcend into the patriarchal pulpit and 
»—v —> chant the aizan, which is a canticle of- actions of 
grace, containing the Mahometan faith: after 
which, he went and took poffeffion of the im¬ 
perial palace. It is faid, that 6n entering it, he 
made an extemporary diftich on his victory. 

After having eaten in the palace, ornamented, 
notwithftanding the pillage, with furniture re- 
purchafed from the janiflaries, he went to con¬ 
template the magnificence of the port and fome 
edifices, moft of which he changed into mofques. 
He then went and vifited the wife of the great 
duke, who was fick ; he confoled her, and pro-? 
mifed that (be ihould have her liberty, as like- 
wife her hufband and children. The fame day 
Mahomet redeemed fever al Creek families from 
the hands of their raviihers; he intended them 
to repeople Conftantinople. Policy prevailed 
on him to leave thefe people the free exercife of 
their religion, as authorifed by the Alcoran- 
Some churches were fet apart for the Chriftian 
worfliip. The fate of the laft emperor of 
Conftantinople was not yet known j the con¬ 
queror had him fought wifh great care. Two 
foldiers brought him a head, which they averred 
was Conftantine’s. Mahomet fent for the great 
4uke, who inftantly knew it. Phran?es, a potem- 
porary author, and a witnefs of the fiege, re¬ 
ports, that the fultan, after ihewing it to the 

grandees. 
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•grandees, had it honorably interred. The other jjC.i4s> 
Greek writers fay, that it was expofed, by order v— » 

t>f the emperor, on the top of a column j that 
precautions were afterward taken to prevent its 
corruption; and that it was fent into Afia to 
intimidate the tributary princes. 

Be that as it may, Mahomet foon gave more 
odious marks of his cruelty. He was particularly and bis 
given to wine; this vice had introduced every put to 
other into his heart. The day after his entry 
into Conftantinople, having drunk to accefs, he 
fent orders to Notaras, the great duke, to fend 
him his fecond ( fon, a yoting man, whofe beauty 
had-ftruck the emperor. Notaras, who ’till then 
had received from Mahomet, only marks of cle¬ 
mency and even favors, (for the prince had giver; 
a thoufand afpers to him, his wife, and each of 
his children,) was overcome with aftonifhment, 
grief, and ihame •, after having caufed this odious 
order to be repeated to him feveral times, he 
declared, that h.e would fooner lofe his life, than 
part with his fon, and he prepared to make- re- 
fiftanee. Asibon as Mahomet had received thefe 
news, he ordered Notaras to be put to death, as 
likewife his two fpns. The unfortunate father 
bleffed .God, that the tyrant’s rage had Aided 
his abominable paffion. When he was told 
that his two children lhould be put to death 
jbefore him, he fubfcribed to the decree with a 
fort of joy; he bathed them with tears, exhort¬ 
ing 
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mg.-them to prefers fpeedy death, to the infamy 
w-vw with whiqh they .would be covered for the re* 
mainder of a long life/ He beheld thefe two inno* 
cent viftims beheaded, and then prefented his own 
neck to the executioner. His wife, already ticks 
expired with grief a few days after. All the fa¬ 
thers were not fo courageous as the great duke; 
Mahomet filled his feraglio with children of 
both fexes, intended for Jus pleafures, whom, he 
£*ufed to be-educated and inftrufted to his mind t 
after having torn them from parents left at li¬ 
berty in Conftantinople. 

Mahomet ' Amidft all thefe horrors, Mahomet II. afpired at 
pafsforen- the title of envoy from God, and would fain blend 
cod/ 0 " 1 with his fuccefs what was marvellous and foper- 
natural. He had with him a dervis called Cheik, 
a fort of hireling prophet, and a man of revela¬ 
tions and extafies, whofe profeflion was to pray 
to God and Mahomet for the profperity of the 
empire, and who endeavoured to prevail on the 
Mahometans to adore the emperor’s vices, as 
much as his power was feared. T^ie third day 
after the taking of Conftantinople, this man pub- 
lifhed in the new mofque of St. Sophia, that the 
triumph of the moft powerful emperor had been 
' predifted to Conftantine, the laft Greek empe¬ 
ror, by Ioub, a friend of God and of the pro¬ 
phet; that this fervant of God, being on the 
point of death by the hands of the executioner 
(without doubt for fome crime), had declared 

aloud. 
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aloud, that within the year, he Ihould have an J c - 

, , „ , , Heg. 857. 

avenger, the mftrument of the Divinity, called v—# 

Mahomet like the great prophet, who Ihould for 
ever efface from the univerle the Greek empire 
and its princes, who would eftablilh the true 
worfhip in Conftantinople, and who Ihould honor 
his (Ioub’s) tomb, to whom the Lord had re¬ 
vealed all thefe things. Cheik added, that, not- 
Withftanding the care taken by the Infidels to 
. conceal the tomb of Ioub, and even 'to difperfe 
his bones, God had Ihewn it to him, and he would 
go and open it. He immediately conducted the 
emperor, accompanied by a great number of 
people, to the fuburb which from thence took 
the name of Ioub j he had a place digged up, 
which to every appearance was free from fuf- 
picion, when, at a certain depth, they found a 
large tomb, on which was written in Arabic 
Characters rather recent: “ Here is the fepulchre 
<f of Ioub, the conftant friend, the Counfellor, 

<c and the apoftle of God, whofe aid be more 
** and more propitious.” ^Beneath this tomb was 
a body, either exceedingly well preferved, or 
which had never had time to-corrupt. This 
miracle was celebrated with every demonftration 
of joy. Mahomet gave the name of the pre¬ 
tended prophet to the fuburb where it had been 
found, and had an elegant tube or maufoleum 
-built over the tomb, with a mofque and a pub¬ 
lic fchooli 


The 
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Jj c * *451* The emperor entered Galata on the fifth da yt 
and ordered the inhabitants to be numbered. 
Mahomet They found very few people in this town, which 
torepcopiealmoft all the Genoefe had abandoned to. avoid 
the wrath of a prince whofe alliance they had 
betrayed. Mahomet did no other mifehief than 
reunite the town to that of Conftarttinople, of 
which it was no longer but a fuburb. He had 
the poileilions of all the fugitives inventoried 
with great exa&nefs, ordering, that they Ihould 
be reftored to them, provided they returned to 
their habitations within three months, otherwife 
they fhould be confifcated. He determined like- 
wife to pull down the walls of Galata, and to re¬ 
pair the breaches of Conftantinople. Befides the 
Greeks that were to repeople it, and to whom, 
as we have already obferved, he left fome 
thurches, ten thoufand families, taken from dif¬ 
ferent provinces, were ordered, upon pain of 
death, to come and fettle in Conftantinople be¬ 
fore the end of September. Houfes and con- 
fiderable lands were given them. The fituation 
of this celebrated city, its commerce and the 
refidence of its monarchs, muft ever render it. 
one of. the moft advantageous habitations in thje 
univerfe. But force was necefiary to determine 
the people to leave their native homes. ThU 
mean was never regarded by Mahomet: whole 
families were dragged from the extremities of 
•Europe, and received, againft their confent, laftt 

mg 
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ing eftablifhments, in exchange for miferable JjC- 'In¬ 
habitations, which they were forced to quit, v-v—» 

The town of Selivrea fent to afk a. governor 
and garrifon of Mahomet j which having grant¬ 
ed, he fet out the 18th of June for Adrianople. 

His march was more like a triumph than- any 
thing elfe j the people ran in crowds to admire 
the number of flaves which this conqueror drag*- 
ged after hipn, and the rich booty, with which 
his foldiers were loaded*, Though; Mahomet’s 
thoughts were fo taken up with the repeopling 
of 'his new conqueft, he never loft fight of the 
idefiga of making new ones., He reduced^ in a j-c-u;;. 
fhott time, either in perfon, or by his lieutenants, &S9 ' 
the reft of the Morea. The Greeks were no 
longer fufficiently formidable to oppofe him; with 
forces to be feared. But although- he brought 
feveral countries under fubjedtion almoft without 
.ftriking a blow, all the enemies of Mahomet 
were not beneath his courage. 

Scanderbeg, whofe talents and valour had Exploits of, 
proved fo fatal to Anaurath II. could, not remain be 8 . 

Jong without attacking the Turks, whom he 
mortally hated. This prince, the greateft ge¬ 
neral of his time, was, as we have feen, fovereign 
of a fmall territory, heretofore wrefted from his 
anceftors, which did not furnifli- him with fbl- 
diers fufficient to make conquefts by himfelf. 

Tired of keeping on the defenfive, he folicited 
the Chriftian princes to fend fome forces to join 

U . the 
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J-c. 1455* the army under his command; but there was 

xieg* 85^. ^ ^ • « 

*— » —* neither fufficient unanimity between the different 
powers, nor an equal intereft to oppofe the 
Turks. Scanderbeg refolved to declare war by 
himfelf againft the fon of his enemy: he entered 
Macedonia, at the head of eight thoufand men, 
where he took feveral caftles and ravaged the 
country. Mahomet difdained to march againft 
fuch a petty prince, or rather he was afraid to 
truft himfelf againft fo great a general. For 
three fucceflive years did Mahomet fend his beft 
lieutenants, at the head of a fuperior army, a- 
gainft the prince of Albania, and each time 
were they beaten. Scanderbeg knew how 
to take fuch advantages of ground and cir- 
cumftances, that he cut in pieces, or difperfed, 
.all the troops fent againft him. Mahomet, 
exalperated, fep out himfelf, at the head of a 
a hundred and fifty thoufand men, to lay liege to 
Croiaj but he changed his mind on the road, 
and left Libanus, who had already been van- 
quifhed feveral times by Scanderbeg, to attempt 
this Gege, at the head of fifty thoufand men only. 
This expedition was not more fortunate than the 
preceding ones. After two months of almoft 
uninterrupted Ioffes, Libanus retired. 

Origin of This warrior was not the only obftacle which 

of Malta. Mahomet met with. The knights of Saint John 
©f Jerufalem, called knights of Malta fince their 
being fevereigns of that ifland, polTeffed at that’ 

time 
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time the ifle of Rhodes. They were a bulwark 
for the Chriftians, which the Mahometan mo- v—» 

narch longed to deftroy. This order had its rife 
at Jerufalem'in the middle of the eleventh cen¬ 
tury. Some charitable men, touched with the 
misfortunes experienced by thofe who went to 
vifit the Holy places, conceived the defign of 
eftablifhing a hofpital there, in which all the 
pilgrims lhould be received. Several noblemen 
and gentlemen joined in this charitable under¬ 
taking. As the unfortunate pilgrims were very 
often robbed or affadinated in eroding Paleftine, 
the managers of the hofpital at Jerufalem, be¬ 
come numerous, armed themfelves to efcort 
them. Th^y laid their inftitution before pope 
Pafcal II. and requefted his permidion to form 
themfelves into a religious order. After the 
taking of Jerufalem by Godfrey of Bouillon, the 
knights of St. John formed a military corps, 
under the command of the new king, whofe firft 
objeft was, always to protect the pilgrimage to 
the Holy places, and the fecond, to make con¬ 
quers from the Infidels., All the Chriftian 
princes, even fome private lords, were emulous 
to give lands in their countries to thefe knights, 
who were fubje&s of different nations, in 
acknowledgment of the hofpitality which .they 
exercifed, and of the important fervices they did 
in Paleftine. The produce of thefe lands ferved 
to feed a great number of poor, and to keep 

U a troops 
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troops on foot, which were of great afliftance in 
*—*■— 1 ' all the crufades. The knights of Saint John, and 
the knights Templars, who had formed them¬ 
felves into an Order like the former, were at the 
head of every military expedition. Thefe reli¬ 
gious foldiers gave to all the Crufadcrs an ex¬ 
ample but little followed, of a life auftere and 
laborious; theyexpofed themfelves to the greateft 
dangers, whilft the other Crufaders, vi&ims to 
debauchery'and change-of climate, and overcome 
with contagious difeafes, feemed to have palled 
the feas, only to fall under the weight of mis¬ 
fortune or the fword of the Saracens. At length> 
when the remains of thefe numerous emigrations 
had been driven out of Paleftine, the knights 
were the laft to leave it. They retired to the 
ifle of Cyprus, where the family of Lufignan, 
who had loft the throne of Jerufalem, then 
reigned. The difcontent experienced by the 
knights in this precarious refiderfce, the fpirit 
of the inftitution, which obliged them to be 
continually in arms againft the Mahometans, and 
more than all, the love of glory, fo natural to 
warriors, raifed in their breafts a defire to get 
poffeflion of the ifle of Rhodes, fo celebrated in 
antiquity for the fertility of its foil and the 
politenefs of its inhabitants. They flattered 
themfelves with being able to penetrate from 
thence into Afia, to difturb the Muffulmen, 
and, perhaps, one day, to return to Paleftine. 

The 
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The ifle of Rhodes was at that time inhabited 

Heg. 855^ 

by Greeks, whom fome Saracens had perfuaded <— 
to (hake off the yoke of their emperor. Fulk 
Villaret, at that time grand matter of Saint John 
of Jerufalem, interefted the pope, and moft of 
the.'Chriftian princes, in this enterprife. In the 
fourteenth century, Clement V. publilhed a 
crufade, to which a multitude of Latin Chriftians 
earneftly contributed. AIL the money, which 

the Faithful brought in abundance, was received, 
and only the beft foldiers admitted on board the 
veffels of tl^ Order, the grand matter preferring 
an army lefs numerous, but on which he could 
depend, to a crowd of men without choice, with¬ 
out ttrength, and without difcipline, fuch as had 
compofed the former crufades, when they had 
ferved only to fcandalize, to confufe, and to 
fpread contagious difeafes. 4 Villaret wifhed to 
obtain the inveftiture of the ifle of Rhodes from 
the Greek emperor, to whom it had belonged. 

He offered him a tribute, and the annual fervicc ' 
of three hundred knights j but Andronicus, who 
was at that time on the throne of Conftantinople, 
hated the Latins too much to gtant them any 
thing that might lead to an union of the two 
Churches. After a formal refufal, the grand 
.matter undertook the conqueft which he had 
meditated. The confent of the Greek emperor 
would not have diminifhed the fatigues of this 
war, which was very bloody, and lafted four years. 

At 



HISTORY of th£ OTTOMANS. 


150 

^••♦55* At length the order of St. John got poffeffion of 
^v—* a fine fovereignty, which it owed to the valour of 
its votaries, and to /the pecuniary fuccours of all 
the princes of Europe. A fhort time after, the 
knights of Rhodes, for fo they were called after 
their conquest, were enriched with the fpoils of 
thefe unfortunate Templars, whofe crimes are a 
problem in hiftory, and whofe punifhment was a 
fcandal throughout Chriftendom. 

The Order The poffeffion of the ifle of Rhodes changed 
gives urn- the nature of-the war, which the knights of St. 
Mahomet. John had to make continually againft the Infi¬ 
dels : inftead. of forming fquadrons of horfe, 
they armed veffels and, as Paleftine was always 
their main object, they attacked the foudan of 
Egypt, who became their principal enemy. Their 
fuccefs and riches haying augmented their glory, 
Mahomet II. the new emperor of Conftantinople, 
looked on them as very dangerous neighbours. 
He fent a chiau* to fummon them to pay him 
tribute, and to acknowledge the emperor of 
Conftantinople for high fovereign of their ifland, 
Rhodes having been always held of the owner 
of that city. John Laftic, at that time grand 
matter, replied, that the knights were indebted 
to God and their fwords alone, for the poffeffion 
of the ifland } that as they had taken it, fo they^ 

would 


* A fort of tip-ftaff, or bailiff; a raeflenger. Moft of the Turkifls 
■words made afe of in this work, will be explained in the Index. 

Iranjlattr. 
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would defend it j and that their duty and faith 
had made them enemies of the Mahometans, '—* 
not their tributaries. After this fpirited an- 
fwer, the knights exerted every effort to re- 
pulfe the attack which they had reafon to 
exped. Ail the fubjeds of the Order, fcat- 
tered over Chriftendom, were fummoned to come 
and defend their chief place. On thefe occa- 
fions a numerous nobility and gentry, who were 
neither engaged, nor even admitted into the 
Order, were eager to come to its defence. The 
(pirit of the crufades ftill fubfifted, and it was 
confidered as more meritorious to defend the 
Chriftian religion, in arms, than to pubiifh and 
extend it by the voice of perfuafion or good 
example. In fad, Mahomet fent loon thirty 
galleys, whilft he prepared to come himfelf and 
befiege Rhodes with a more confiderable force. 

The firft attempts of*his fleet were unfortunate. 

-The knights that were aflembled rowed out 
againft the Turks, and obliged them to retreat. 

Other affairs of more importance conftrained j.c.t+56, 

. Heg. 86o* 

the fultan to poftpone the revenging of this firft S!ege of 
lofs. He learned that pope Calixtus III. was Bd s r * 4 * 
forming a league againft him, in which he had 
included the king of Hungary, the king of Ar- 
ragon, the duke of Burgundy, the republics of 
Venice and Genoa, the knights of Rhodes, and 
feveral other Italian powers. The pope had 
iikewife fent a legate to Charles VII. king of 
, France 
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France j but experience and reafon had already 
—» cured the French of their madnefs for crufades. 
The kings of France began to open their eyes, 
and fee how bad it was for their people> to facri- 
fice fo many men and fo much money in foreign 
wars, and to forget the interefts of their own 
nation, in order to be occupied only with thofe 
'of the popes. Charles VII. was deaf to the 
repeated, folicitations of the pontiff, who with 
grief faw the decline of that authority, which his 
predecefliors had ufurped over all Chriftendom.. 

Whilft the preparations for this crulade were 
advancing rather flowly, Mahomet refolved to 
attack, without hefitation, thofe who as yet only 
menaced him. He marched towards Belgrade 
at the head of a hundred and. fifty thoufand men: 

‘ two hundred brigantines were intended to block 
up the town on the fide of the Danube. This 
ftrong place is fituated on a peninfula, formed by 
the Danube on the north, and by the river Save 
on the weft. On this large ,fpace of water, he 
formed a chain of brigantines, which blocked up 
the town. He flattered himfeif with flopping 
up, on that fide, every paffage by which a 
fuccour might be introduced j but Hunniade* 
who had heard at Buda of the expedition of 
• Mahomet, and the means which he was employ¬ 
ing to make it fucceed, came doWn the Danube 
with a hundred and fixty brigantines, better 
built and mounted, and fafter failers than thofe 

©f 
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&f the Turks. The Hungarian veffds were 
loaded with ammunition and foldiers. Hunniade »—**—» 
brilkly attacked this'chain; the combat was 
hardly any thing more than a boarding. The 
Hungarian general killed the Turkifh admiral 
with his own hand; at length the Hungarians 
having funk two brigantines; they united all their 
efforts to that'end. The Turkifh veffels, the 
workings of which were neither fo quick nor fo 
certain as thofe of the Hungarians, were prefently 
difperfed. Hunniade took fixteen of them, and 
arrived in the port of Belgrade, dragging them 
after him; he did not lofc a Angle veffel. His 
arrival ; communicated inexpreffible courage to 
the garrifoh, townfmen, clergy, and even women; 
he affur-ed them, that Mahomet would raife 
the fiege, as his father had done; every one 
contributed to the defence of the place. Whilft 
the fighting-men Tallied out to repel the work¬ 
men; and fill up the trenches, the townfmen were 
bufy in repairing the breaches and building up 
the baftions that had been beaten down. 

Mahomet, feeing the works repaired as foon as 
deftroyed, fancied that men would vanquifh with Obliged 1 
more certainty than cannon. He multiplied the 
•(faults, and confequently augmented the (laugh- Hunniade, 

*■ ° who de¬ 

ter. All the ditches were filled with dead bodies, f«>ds fcfi- 

and the janifiaries marched to be killed, on the of h'« 

bodies of their expiring companions. The grand yM! ' u “ is ' 

vizier, the beglerbegs, the bafhaws, the aga of 

X the 
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iieg * S6o» janiffaries, in fhort,' all the chiefs, gave the 
»—-v—-* example in thefe affaults, and all pe^lhed in 
them. Mahomet was no, longer furrou#ded but 
by fubalterns, whofe bravery had gained them 
his favor i he was wounded himfelf in the -thigh 
in a fally, and fell raotionlefs, It was with dif¬ 
ficulty that the janizaries of his. guard wrefted 
him from the Hungarians, who tyefe cut in pieces 
in defending their prey. Hunniade, whofhad 
expofed hinifelf as much as the fultaifc . was 
wounded in the fame engagement. Mahomet’s 
wound would no longer permit him. to attend 
himfelf to the operations of the fiege. The lofs 
of all his gefierals in whom he har}-confidence, 
added to the number of killed and wounded, 
obliged him to raife it. It is faid that he.fhed 
tears with rage, on feeing his troops file off, par¬ 
ticularly when he turned his eyes on the heaps of 
dead bodies which he left around the ramparts. 
Hunniade died of his wounds the fame day the 
fiege was raifed. The death of this gregt man 
was a triumph j he faw, as he expired, his ene¬ 
mies flee before him. 

ifgVtfa! The fultan having retired to. Conftantinople, 
uS thought of eftablifliing the feat of his empire 
wailed t ^ ere * This great city, from the advantagfe of 
theoMfe-its fituation, could not fail of being foon re- 

raglio. * 

h;« gene, peopled. Conftraint was made ufe of but a very 
pkte the fhort time: Mahomet’s fubjedts flocked thither, 
Stow!particularly after, he had undertaken a magnifi¬ 
cent 
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cent edifice, which he defigned for the refidence ^ r |5*- 
of: the Turkifh emperorsi At prefent, this pa- 
lscey called the old feraglio, is the'refidence of 
the widows of the deceafed or depofed fultans, 
and in general of the wives the monarch no 
longer choofes to retain in the palace in which 
he refides. Whilft Mahomet’s * generals were 
completing the reduction of the Morea, or ra¬ 
ther receiving thetnbute of the different towns 
which had expededithe troops to. come and de¬ 
mand it of them: the fultan, who conlidered the 
prefent war beneath hi*• attention, went to fee a 
new coaqueft, which his vizier Omar had made- 
for him at a ftill lefs expence than that of the 
JVIorea. ; 

This was the principality of Athens." i- ^This j.c.1459. 
/celebrated city, though greatly fallen from its ”he pro¬ 
ancient fplendor, was always confiderable by its 
port and commerce. In the thirteenth century, g^£* he 
-"•when the Latins were in poffeflion of the throne em P ire - ' 
of jQonftantinople, Athens, Megara, Thebes, and 
Delphos, had formed a petty fovereignty, which, 
by fucceffion of time and different revolutions, 
was fallen from the houfe of Villehardouin, to 
the houfe of Acciajoli, a Florentine. Maurice- 
Acciaioli, the laft prince of Athens, had, at his 
death, left an only fon, quite an infant, under 
the care of his wife, and a fon of his brother, 
called Franco. This laft mentioned prince, who 
had no kind of pretenfion, either to the fceptrc 
1 X 2 of 
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1 ||9- of Athens,. or the guardian fhip of his coufin* 
faw with- jealoufy all the authority in the hands 
of a woman. The prineefs regent governed 
with apparent fagacity; fhC had the addrefs to 
make herfelf rtfpe&ed by her fubje&s, 'till a 
noble Venetian, caHed Palmerio, the lbn of the 
podeftate of Napoli* was fent by his father to 
Athens on fbme commercial treaty. He fell in 
love with the regent, and found means to gain 
her affe&ions. An obftacle, apparently infur- 
mountable, oppofed their onion. Palmerio was 
already married at Venice) his pafiion blinded 
him fo far, that he went into h» own country in 
order to get rid of his wife by poifon. He re¬ 
turned precipitately to Athens, polluted with 
a crime, of which he foon received the recom- 
penfe. The prineefs regent made herfelf his 
accomplice, by giving him her hand and all the 
authority intruded to her. This double crime, 
which had irritated the Athenians* furniftied the 
ambitious Franco with a very favorable pretext 
.for feizing the orphan's inheritance. He eafily 
made himfdf a party among the people, and 
obtained dill more eafily the inveftlture from 
Mahomet, who faw with pleafure the di drafted 
date of this province. The culpable regent was 
arretted, with her fon, and condufted to Megara, 
where, a few months after, the ufurper had them 
both put to death. Palmerio, the princefs’s huif- 
band,' having taken refuge in Condantinople, 

complained 
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complained bitterly of this outragd. The pq- 
\fitical Mahomet II. lifteried to h» complaints, »—v—■» 
and lent Hip vizier againft the murderer oF the 
prince and the regent of Athens. Franco pe¬ 
rilled in defending his territory, which was 
united, without much refiftatice, to the Ottoman 
throne. 

The emperof, hiving pafied fome time at 
Athens, returned to his capital, where he was 
called by affairs of importance* The Greek 
Chriftians, who were already returned in great 
numbers, requefted he would give them a pa¬ 
triarch, choofing rather to receive a chief of 
their Church from the hands of the enemy of 
Chriftianity, than from the pope* The Ma¬ 
hometan emperor invefted the patriarch, with 
the ceremony of the piftoral ftaff and the ring. 

This cuftom is preferved at this day among the 
Greeks. , 

tluring the winter, the fultan prepared a con- 
fiderable armament, with which he intended to 
make neto conquefts in Afia, as he had in Europe.- 
Thefe preparations ftill menaced an ufurper. 

David Cbmnehus of Comnene was become em¬ 
peror of Trebizond, having taken both crown 
and life from its lawful mafter, of whom he was 
the uncle, the guardian, and the fubjeft. The 
city of Trebizond, fituated at the eaftern extre¬ 
mity of the Black fea, is confiderable by a fine 
port and its commerce j it had ferved as a re¬ 
treat 
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j.c.1459. treat to the Oomnenes in 1204, when thofe prin- 
w>rw ces .were driven' from Conftantinople. They had 
faved, from' the wreck of their empiYe, Cappa¬ 
docia, Paphlagonia, and fome neighbouring ter¬ 
ritories, and they gave this, petty ltate the vain 
title of empire of Trebizond, which their family 
_preferved for more than, two hundred and fifty 
years, though dkninilhed bjr the conquefts of 
the Perftanprindes. At length the arms of Ma¬ 
homet deftroyed alfo this remnant of Grecian 
greatnefs.f n ■ 

T.c. 1461. The preparations which he had made to fall 
S6s ' on Afia, leemed to threaten Ufzum Affair; king 

of 

* A defendant o*f this llluftrlous family is ffifl living, and there is not a 
boflfe in Europe which c jo boaft an origin ippre plevated. This is Demetrius 
Comnene, a captain of cavalry in the fervice of France. He, whofe anoe|-. 
tors wore the purple, Tat on the throne of the Csefars, commanded’the Ea({, 
and marched furroundefi by a numerous guard; confclcs himfelf for the lofs 
of a fceptre by this motto, which we read around two eagles that form his 
arms : Tama manet, fertuna periit. Of all this greatpefs, nothing is left 
hifi, but the name and honor of his family. 1 Reddctd to the Kate of a 
private gentleman, he hat chofen a new country, and devoted himfelf to its 
defence. It is lingular to fee at the hea<J,pf a proof, formed of a fmall num¬ 
ber of foldiers, one of the family of Vefpafian, and the dcfcendahtT of » 
houfe, which counts eighteen emperors : viz. fix of ConftantinopU,. ten of 
Trebiaond, and two of Heracleus-pontus ; eighteen kings of Colchis, and 
eight of the nation of Laai. But grandeurs vanilh, titles wear out, em¬ 
pires fail, and thrones become dull: Damnofa quid non imminait din ? 
Virtue- alone remains. Thofe who with to fee a more particular ac¬ 
count of this illuftrious family, will find their curiofity fatisfied in a fmall 
8vo. of about 180 pages, publilhcd at Amfterdam in 1784 under the title of 
Freed bifiorique de la Maifon Imperiale dee Ccmninei, ou Ten trouve Torigine, la 
pieeun & la ufaget des Maniotcs, priced* dune filiation direlle IS reconnue par 
lettres-patentes du Rci, du moit d'Avril 178a, depuii David, dernier Empereur 
de Trebi/onde, ju/qu'a Demetrius Gamine, acfuellement Capitqine de Cavaler\t pi 

Trtf Cl. Tr ADStATOK. 
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of Perfia, whofe: anceftors had already mangled 
the empire of Trebizond. . This prince having •— 
fent word, to Mahomet, that he ought not to turn Mahomet 
■his arms againft the Muffulmen, as long as there em P ?re of 
were any. Chriftians to make war with j the 
Turkilh emperor, touched with the reproach, * e ^jP er 
cohcluded a peace with the Perfian monarch, 
after the latter’s promifing folemnly, not to fuc- 
cour the emperor of Trebizond. Immediately 
the troops made.long.marches towards that ca¬ 
pital; and a fleet, which for a long time had 
been waiting at fea to receive orders where .to 
proceed, entered the port of Trebizond. David 
Comnene, who had taken from an infant the 
throne which he poflfefTed, was irtcapable of de¬ 
fending it againft a conqueror. After a fiege of 
thirty days,, fearing, to be taken by affault, he 
furrendertd his city and all his empire, on the 
vague promife of a province as an indemnity, 
and that his-daughter fhould marry the man who 
had wrefted from him his fceptre. The emperor 
placed garrifons in all the towns, made a folemn 
entry into the capital, and appointed families to 
go and repeople Conftantinople; after which he 
dragged Comnene and his fons after him to his 
new. palace at Conftantinople, where they found 
-fetters inftead of the hoped for fovereignty. A 
lhort time, after, Mahomet pretended to have 
difcovered a fecret.intelligence between the un¬ 
fortunate dethroned emperor and the minifters 

of 
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Ufzum Affan. Under this falfe pretext, he 
«—v—< put him to an ignominious: death, which he had 
merited by his injufticcs : eight of his children 
were executed after him; and the prjnceis, who 
was to receive the hand of the fultan, was put 
among his concubines. 

©mqueft Mahomet, whom we have juft feen chaftife 
cruelties two perfidious men, was at the fame time the 
m e f ho ' moft perfidious of mankind himfelf. The kna* 


.0.1463- very of this prince extended his empire atleaft 

lee. 868. 3 f. _. , , . , - 

as much as his courage. Since the knights of 
Rhodes had fpread themfelves on the borders of 
the Ottoman empire, this handful of foldiers was 
more formidable to him, than all the Greeks 
had been. He thought ferioufly of invading 
their ifland; but, to render his attack more cer¬ 
tain, he refblved to commence with the other 
iflands of phe Archipelago, from whence the 
knights might receive fuccours. The fovereigd 
of Lelbos, called Gattilufio, though a Greek 
Schifmatic, was the ally of the Order; under 
pretext of this prince’s having given retreat to 
the Rhodian veffels, which defolated the coaft, 
Mahomet landed himfelf in that ifland. The 
grand matter had time to throw a confiderablc 
body of knights into Metelin, the capital pf the 
ifle of Lefbos, before Mahomet could begin the 
fiege. This place was defended by the arch- 
bifhop, who was a warlike prelate, and a coufin. 
of the fovereign’s, who afted as governor. The 


prince 
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prince of Lefbos, overcome with a terror which 
he did not'endeavour to conceal, retired to a 
caftie, the mod diftant from the attack, leaving 
the defence of his territory to thofe who might; 
be more valiant than himfelf. Metelin, being 
well fortified, made a long refinance. The 
archbilhop and the knights were always at the 
head of the fallies. At length Mahomet, almoft 
jdKcpuraged, tempted the fidelity of Lucius Oat-, 
tijufio, the prince’s epufin who aded as governor. 

The vizier Machmout promifed him, from the 
.emperor, the foverejgnty of the ifland, on con¬ 
dition of his never fuffering any knight of 
Rhodes, or Latin Chriftian, to enter his ports. 

This perfidious Greek was dazzled with the luftre 
of a crown j the emperpr’s promife, which hefaw 
.written and figned with his own hand, left him 
only the defire of delivering up the city, and the 
difficulty of putting it in execution. Neither 
the archbifhop nor the knights were to be fe- 
duced, confequently it was neceffary to deceive 
them, for the authority of the governor was not 
fuch, but that they might have prevented the 
treafon, if they had difeovered it. At length 
Gattilufio feized the favorable opportunity of 
■opening a gate where the janiflaries were crowd¬ 
ing to enter. All the knights determined to cut 
their way through on the ramparts, rather than 
iurrender, and every one of them perifhed in the 
attempt. During the tumult, Gattilufio went to 

Y the 



|6* 


HISTORY or, the OTTOMANS. 

the fovereign, who was but too eafy to be inti- 
*—a midated j "he allured him all was loft, and that 
there was hardly time to make a treaty, The 
cowardly prince left every thing to his perfidious 
coufin. Lucius delivered up the ifiand, under 
the apparent condition, of the emperor’s giving 
another fovereignty to the dethroned prince, and 
both went to Conftantinople to await the exe¬ 
cution of Mahomet’s promifes. As foon as the 
emperor was returned to his capital, he gave 
the two Gattilufios the choice,' of abjuring the 
Chriftian religion, or death : one may well fup- 
pofe, that thefe two cowards had no ambition for 
the crown of martyrdom} both fubmitted to this 
apoftacy, with the hopes of faving their lives, 
which the fultan had no intention to leave, 
them. A few days after, Mahomet had them ar¬ 
retted on a frivolous pretext, becaufe, he faid, 
they had endeavoured to go out of Conftan¬ 
tinople without his permiflion j he caufed them 
both to be ftrangled. He treated ftill more 
cruelly thofe Chriftians who had armed and de¬ 
fended Metelin. They had furrendered to the 
vizier, under the promife of life : fpite of this 
promife fo folemnly given, the fultan had thefe 
-unfortunate perfons fawn afunder betweeen two 
planks. 

liineftof Mahomet was flopped in the courfe of his 
$»homet. conquefts by a fevere fit of illnefs, which threa- 1 
tened his life. His impatience increafed his 

{lifordey 
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diforder to fuch a degree, that two Jewilh phy- ££*'**|* 
ficians, not having been able to procure him a < —v—* 
recovery as foon as they had promifed, were em¬ 
paled by his orders. A Turkilh hiftorian fays, 
that, in the delirium of a violent fever, he talked 
of nothing but the ille of Rhodes, and that he 
difpofed the operations of the liege, calling aloud 
on the janiffaries. Though he never forgot this 
project, it was not the firft that he executed after 
his recovery. Caraman Ogli was lately dead: ^ J 
his children, not being able to agree about thedi- theCara- 
vifion of their paternal inheritance, implored the 
mediation of Mahomet, ’who lhewed, on this oc- 
cafion, how dangerous it is for petty,fovereigns . 
to call in powerful kings to decide their quarrels. 

The fultan at firft feerned to protett the eldeft of 
Caraman’s fons, when all of a fudden, manifeft- 
ing his real defigns, he declared, that Caramania 
had always been a part of the eaftern empire, 
and that he ftiould re-enter the inheritance, 
wrefted from Bajazet I. by the arms of \Tamer- 
lane; that the troubles, excited in Afia by the 
different fovereigns of this province, lhewed, 
ho,W perilous it was to leave it under an inde¬ 
pendent matter; and that, in fine, the intereft of 
his ftate required the re-union of it to the throne 
of Conftantinople. Caraman’s fons complained 
of the injuftice} but Mahomet’s arms fupported 
his reafons. He indemnified hipifelf, by the fa¬ 
cility of this conqueft, for the difadvantages 

Y 2 which 
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which the valour and obftinacy of Scandcrbeg 
*t— * caufed him in Albania. He had the different 
places repaired in Caramania, and repeopled 
that province, which the reftlefs difpofition of 
ftveral of its fovereigns had drained of men and 
rendered barren. 

Scanderbeg’s efforts, as we have already feen, 
employed the fultan for feveral years. The pro¬ 
vince of Albania, poor and defolated, imprac¬ 
ticable on account of its defiles, defended by a 
he*0> 4 nd by -ioldiers confidered almoft as in* 
Death »f vulnerable, humbled every year the pride of Ma- 
beg. hornet, and offered no kind of food to his avidity. 
^c.1467. g u t he determined at lehgth to get fid of this 
great general. Convinced of the impoffibility 
of vanquifhing him, he endeavoured to have him 
affaflinatedk This perfidy was difcovered, afid 
the afiaflins 1 received the punifhment that' they 
merited. -The invincible prince furvived this 
difbovfcly'but a fhort time. Being at Liffa, a 
town chat belonged to the- 1 Venetians, in order 
to Confer with them about a league, of which his 
fucceffhs pointed him out for commander, he was 
attacked With a fcvere illnefs which carried'diF 
this great man in a few days, the 17th of January 
1467, lekVfhg one fon, as yet an infant, whofe 
interefts he intruded to the Venetians. Though 
Scaftderbeg is one of the greateft Warriors men¬ 
tioned in hiftory, his valour was not fo fatal to 
the Ottoman empire as might have been expe&ed. 

Mahomet 
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Mahomet next turned his arms agaiftft the ifle 
of Negropont, formerly called Euboe, which be- '—.—* 
ionged to the Venetians. This ifland. faces Attica ^' op ° o f nt - 
and Beotia, from- which it is feparated, only by 
a ftrait. It is a hundred and fifty miles long, 
forty in its greateft breadth, and twenty in its 
leaft. Its circuit is three hundred and fixty-five 
miles, A bridge, conftru&ed with great bold- 
nefs, joins this ifland to Beotia, in the narroWeft 
part of the ftrait. The capital town, formerly 
called Calcis, ‘is now called'Negrppont. This 
place was Well fortified; they counted at that 
time twenty-four thoufand men there capahle of 
bearing arms, the garrifon and townfmen in¬ 
cluded. The fultan: arrived on the banks of the 
fttait at the head of a hundred and forty thoufapd? 
fighting men. ’A fleet of a hundred fail, which 
turned continually around the ifland, was com¬ 
manded by the vizier Machmout. Mahomet 
entered the ifland with half his army, leaving the 
other half encamped - by the water’s fide- at the 
extremity of the bridge, to relieve the befiegers. 

The Venetians had. likewife a fleet junder the 
Orders of the noble Canale, to which were joined 
the galleys of Rhodes, of which commander 
Cardone was the chief. This fleet, lefe numerous 
than that of the Turks, was compofed of fwifc 
foiling veflels, and had cannon on boatd. Com¬ 
mander Cardone -propofed to Canale to break 
down t(ie bridge which joined the ifland to Beotia. 
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keg.’ijl' The Turkifh fleet could not prevent them j but 
v —v—* Canale having feen on the deck of his Ihip his 
only fon, a young lad, receive an arrow in his 
clothes, his paternal love took from him his cou¬ 
rage ; under vain pretences he withdrew his fleet, 
and thus deprived the befleged of all the fuccours 
that he lhould otherwife have given them. 

This weaknefs decided, the fate of Negropont, 
tod"»h r though the proveditor Arretzo, who commanded 
-win the place, defended it with much courage and 
wife, »nd ability. A garrifon, which diminiihed every 
daughter, day, and was reduced likewde to the laft extre- 
ed hia de. mity, could not reflft a powerful army, which 
WM ' unceafingly furnilhed frelh troops. It was ne- 
ceffary to yield to famine and number. Arretzo 
capitulated, demanding life for himfelf and his 
foldiers : Mahomet anfwered for 'the heads of 
the Venetians by his own •, but he had no fooner 
entered Negropont, than he had th6 brave Ar¬ 
retzo and his principal officers fawn through the 
middle of the body, faying, that he had guaran¬ 
teed their heads, but not their flanks. The un¬ 
fortunate proveditor defired, when he died, to 
have his only daughter put to death, whofe 
innocence and beauty were too much expofed 
among thefc barbarians. He was anfwered, that 
his daughter was referved for the emperor.’s 
feraglio. In fad, Ihe was dragged before the 
muixlerer of her father. This unfortunate fair 
ohe let him fee all the horror with which he in- 

fpired 
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fpired her. She loaded him with the moft bloody 
reproaches, and, ftrongly refilling his criminal »—v—* 
attempts, chofe rather to die under his hands, 
than yield to his defires.* 

The ifland was filled with carnage and horror. 

The Turk,ilh foldiers, after the example and 
under the eyes of their emperor, refigned them- 
felves to all the tranfports of avidity and de¬ 
bauchery : to the Latin Cfiriftians efpecially they 
gave no quarter. Mahbmet, who had feen the 
galleys of the Order of St. John in the Venetian 
fleet, fwore he would kill the grand mailer with 
his own hand, and exterminate all the knights 
who Ihould fall into his power; but the time was 
not yet arrived for it t a diverfion obliged the 
fultan to convey all his forces to. Afia. 

Another conqueror was Iprung up in Perfia, 
and had fubjugated the grandfons of Tamerlane, Ufzuin 
inheritors of his throne, but not of his talents *'• 
fer war. Ufzum Afian or the Long, fo called i§ a L nft 

0 Mahomet, 

on account of his height, was become fevereign " ho chej ^ 
of all Perfia, after having vanquilhed four mo- 
narchs who had divided it: he conceived a iea- him ne* 

■ Ciiikr 

loufy of Mahomet’s having made himfelf mailer 
of Caramania almoll without ftriking a blow. 

Ufzum Aflan was a MuJTulman of the left of 
Aji, a fufficient pretext to cover his enterpriles 

againft 

• > 

* This fa£t, which the Continuator of Calcomlilus reports from the note* 
of that hiftorian, has given place perhaps to the ftory of Iicocj whiob no aa- 
cient hiftorian bis prer fpoken of. 
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• 

£ c * againft the MufTulmen tif the fe£t of Omar, 
v —v —• whom we call Sunnites. He Tent ambafiadors to 
the knights of Rhodes, and the republic of Ve¬ 
nice, to afk fuccours againft their common ene¬ 
my,. and particularly fire arms and workmen to 
call cannon in Perfia; for the Perfians, as yet, 
knew the ufe of this murdering machine, only 
by the mifchief that it had done them. 

The Chriftians eagerly received thefe new 
allies, who might be ufeful to them. They 
fhewed them European forces j they loaded fe- 
veral fhips with fire arms, and fent to Perfia all 
the workmen that they could fpare. Ufzum 
Aflan had marched troops towards Caramania. 
The young prince Muftapha, fon of Mahomet, 
who commanded in that province, attacked the 
Perfians to advantage, and put them to flight. 
On the news of this victory, Mahomet leftZizim, 
his youngeft fon, at Conftantinople, with a coun¬ 
cil to govern the Rate, and to continue fome 
-edifices which he had begun there •, and, march¬ 
ing with his fecond fon Bajazet, he went and 
joined his eldeft in Caramania. This campaign 
was toilfome for the Turks, like all thofe which 
they have made againft the Perfians; prince 
Muftapha acquired glory under the eyes -of 
his father, who, after having gained two very 
bloody battles, through the talents and valour 
of his fon, brought back one part of his army to 
Conftantinople, leaving the other under the com¬ 
mand 
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mand of Jiefik Aghmet or Acomity who, during 
the reft pf the campaign, reduced the province *—v—* 
pf Yarfak to the Ottoman empire. 

Prince Muftapha would fain .have had his Maho*et, 

* on his re- 

father leave him the government of Caramania. turn to 
The glory .wi;h which he had juft arrayed him- nople. has 
felf, feeraed to demand a continuance of that Muftapha 
authority, which had been confided to him be- ftr ‘ nB ’ ed " 
/are he was the vanquiftier of. the Perfians; 
hut Mahomet, as jealous as cruel, had taken 
umbrage at the fuccefs ; of his fbn, -and the 
acclamations with which -the camp had re- 
founded after his viftories. He obliged the 
young prince to return with him to Conftantino- 
ple, and foon punifhed him for the affeftion 
which the people and foldiers lhewed him. 

Whilft Jeifik Aohmet (till commanded the army 
againft the Perfians; his wives, according -to 
thecuftom.of the country, were guarded in his 
haram with great care. They went out only 
to the mofques and public baths; for private 
.baths, at,that time, were not fo common in the 
houfes of the grandees, as th/?y have been fince; 

A long veil hid them to fuch a degree, that they 
.could hardly fee the light. Such was and fuch 
is ftill the cuftom of all the Turkifh women. 


JOne of Jiefik Achmet’s wives having met prince 
Muftapha, as fhe was entering a bath, let fall her 
veil, either through inadvertency ordefign,and dis¬ 
covered to the young fultan an enchanting perfon, 

Z whiclh. 
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j.c. 147°* which, by the laws of Mahomet, the women are 

n££$ 075# > 

v —> forbidden - to Ihew to any other man than their' 
father or huiband. Muftapha, inflamed with a 
fuden paffioii, followed this beauty, forced the 
baths, the entrance'of which is interdicted to all 
men without diftin&ion, and laid hold of her 
who had made fuch an impreflion on his heart. 
The vizier returned foon after from the army; 
the news which he learned on his arrival drove 
him to dCfpair. He ran to the feet of the em¬ 
peror, to complain of the rape committed on 
his wife, and of the injury that he had received 
from prince Muftapha. Thou and thy wife, are 
you not my flaves, replied Mahomet, with a 
barbarous fiercenefs, are you not too happy to 
contribute to the fatisfa&ion of my children! 
The unfortunate vizier retired broken hearted. 
But the fultan, who had intended to humble 
his minifter, was not lefs fevere for it towards 
his fon. He immediately fent for Muftapha, 
whom he lharply reprimanded and terribly me¬ 
naced. Having learned afterwards, that the 
prince had made great complaints of this treat¬ 
ment, the implacable Mahomet declared him a 
rebel, and had him ftrangled three days after 
the interview. 

j.c. 1473* The fultan, - after this cruel execution, pafted 
H ' 5 ’ 7 " feveral years in his capital, which he ornamented 
with new edifices. He had already caufed a 
port to be digged for the galleys. He con- 

ftru&ed 
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ftrufted a feraglio more fpacious and magnificent r | 7 |- 
than the firft. Whilft the emperor was taken up v —•* 
with thefe peaceable works, his vizier enlarged Mahomet 

f - . ° takes Caf- 

the borders or the empire. He took from the {a > efta - 

m _ . - blifhes the 

Tartars of Crimea, Caffa, the ftrongefl placed of the 
of that foVereignty ; he prote&ed Nangiligiari, histhmne" 
one of the two princes who difputed that throne, eludes* 
and eftablifhed him folidly thereon. His pofte- venur^ 
rity ftill reign throughout the Crimea^ fubje# to 
a tribute and, to the high fovereignty of the 
Ottoman empire. The fovereign of this country 
ftiles himfelf of the Ottoman race* He is called 
khan of Crimea, or khan of the Tartars. The 
emperor of the Turks depofes him at his plea- 
fure, but he always choofes his fucceflor from the 
fame race j and it is the opinion of all the Turks, 
that the family of the khan of the Tartars would 
fucceed to the throne of Conftantinbple, if the 
Ottoman race fhould fail in males. 

After the expedition to Crimea, Mahomet r.c. I+7 s. 
entered Albania at the head of a hundred and"* 6 ’’ 883 ’ 
fifty thoufand men j his army put the whole 
country to fire and fword. The fiege of Scutari 
was pufhed with the gre.ateft vigour. The Vene¬ 
tians, who defended it as guardians of the (on of 
Scanderbeg, furrendered it only at the conclufion 
of peace. The ifle of Lemnos, and the ium of'at 
hundred thoufand ducats, which they agreed to 

Z z pay 


* Th* Crimea was ceded to Ruflia in 1784, by the Turks. T. 
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pay the Turks, procured the Venetians the li¬ 
berty of trading on the Pont EuxinC and in all 
the fultan’s dominions. Mahomet confenred to 
this peace the more readily, ,as he was always 
thinking of the conqueft of Rhodes. He filently 
prepared for that expedition, and covered it 
even with a falfity. On the'occafion of the peace 
with‘Venice, he fent a chiaii to pfopofe a lading 
peace to the council of the Order of St. Johns 
The grand mafter, Aubuflon, as lage as cou¬ 
rageous, had his eyes open on all the Turk’s 
proceedings. Some fpies, dearly paid, informed 
him of every thing that paired in the divan,- 
and he knew the defigns of the Turkiih mo¬ 
narch, as well as thofe who had his confidence. 
However, he feigned to liften to Mahomet’s 
Jsropofals j he confented even to a truce of 
three months, under the Ipecious pretext of 
fettling the conditions of peace but, in rea¬ 
lity, in order to have the fea open during 
that time, that the convoked knights might 
land in fafety in the ifland. They prefently 
arrived from all parts of Chriftendom, bringing 
with them a numerous and brilliant nobility 
whom the love of glory drew to Rhodes. Au-’ 
buflfon, vifcount Monteil, the brother of the 
grand matter, was of the number. This grand 
mafter had juft been invefted with the fovereign 
authority,^ which belongs to all the Order of 
St. John, of which he is only the chief and the 

reprefentative. 
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representative. This fort of di&atorftiip, as 
Yertoc calls it, was at that time neceffary, on 
account of the concert and celerity with which 
it was requifite that every thing fhould be tranf- 
adted in fuch delicate- circumftances. v The 
knights unanimdufly folicited Au buffo n, to con¬ 
fer the command of the troops, after himfelf, on 
vifcoUnt Monteil his brother. 

On the news, which foon fpread, that the Turks 
were ready to put to fea, the grand fnafter or¬ 
dered all the environs of Rhodes- to be laid wafte, 
the pleafure houfes and farms to be demolifhed,- 
the tineyards to be burnt, 'the granaries to bei 
emptied, and all the fruit trees to be eut down, 
in order that the Turks, on their debarking, 
might find heither retreat, nor lodging, nor fub- 
fiftence. Meanwhile they advanced under the 
command of the bafhiw MifcHa Paleologus, a 
Greek renegade, of the family of the laft em¬ 
perors of Constantinople. The love of riches 
and dignities had made him turn Mahometan j 
he had ihewn, before Mahomet, the molt inve¬ 
terate hatred againft thofe of his ancient religion, 
and had folicited the honor of commanding at 
the fiege of Rhodes. The fultanj who began to 
love repofe, had put in his place this apoftate, 
fuppbfing him a greater enemy of the Chriftians 
than any of his fubje&s. The armament in¬ 
tended againft Rhodes confifted of a hundred 
and fixtv high built veffels (without counting the 

galliots. 
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If®* galliots, flaallops, and tranfport boats), and 
v-~* hundred thoufand land forces. 

All thefe trpops did not proceed at the fame 
Jifg.’m! time towards the menaced ifland. The balhaw 
Paleologus was as impatient as Mahomet to 
begin the operations. In the middle of the 
winter, he condu&ed fome yeflels loaded, ydth 
janifiaries, to attempt a defqent on the coaft of 
Rhodes, whjlft the main hody of. the fleet; and 
army, was to go and attend the chief in the port 
of Phifco in Lycia. This firft enterprife ,was un- 
fuccefsful. Thofe, who advanced into the coun¬ 
try, found only parties of foldjers, inftead. of the 
booty which they had expe&ed. They were not 
more fortunate in the fmall ifle of Tilo, which 
belonged alfo to the knights i they found 
it equally well guarded and defolated. After 
having loft a month, and fifteen hundred men, 
in the defcerit, they regained the port of Phifco. 
The bafbaw, taught by misfortune, waited for a 
more favorable feafon. He did not arrive before 
Rhodes at the head of his whole army, ’till the 
23d of May. 

siege of The capital of the ifland, which bears its name, 
Rhodes. j 6 f Uuatec j by t he fea fide, on the declivity , of a 
fmall hill, which, at that time, was covered with 
orange trees, pomegranates, and all forts of vine¬ 
yards. This place was furrounded by a double 
wall, and fortified at equal diftances with large 
towers. A rampart fupported thefe walls and 

towers. 
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towers, and they were defended by a large deep J- c - 
ditch. Rhodes had two ports, one of which .* 

ferved for the galleys j a tower, named fort St. Situation. 
Helnoe, defended it. The large vefiels OCCU- town, 
pied the other port, on each fide of which there 
are two finall gulfs, the one on the north, the 
other on the fouth. That on the north was fe- 
■cured by a mole advanced into the fea, on which 
was conftru&ed a fortrefs, called fort St. NichO'- 
las, which will be often mentioned in the account 
of this fiege. The other gulf, expofed to the 
fouth, was defended by a fortrefs lefs confiderable 
than fort St. Nicholas. Two miles from the 
town is a little hill, called mount St. Stephen. 

Such was the fitpation of Rhodes,‘when the 
bafhaw Mifcha Pateologus attempted its con- 
queft. The valour of the knights did not hinder 
the debarking of this numerous army. The 
vefiels approached the places lead fortified, not- 
'withftanding the refiftance, and without, for this 
time, much blood fhed. The Ottoman army 
marched in tolerable good order to take pof- 
feffion of mount St. Stephen, from whence the 
bafhaw fummoned the grand mafter, who did 
not condefcend to make him a reply. Paleologus 
began the fiege with the attack of fort St. Ni- 
cholas, both by land and fea, hoping if he could NlchoUs * 
get poffeflion of that poll:, to be foon' mafter of 
the grand port. A formidable artillery was made 
«fc of both in the attack and defence. The 

walls 
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J£- *.g- walls were prefently injured. Vifcount Monteil 
> #nd the grand mafter himfelf, feeing all the im¬ 
portance of this poft, had ihut themfelves up in 
it with feveral volunteers. The Turks foon 
attempted to ftorm the fort; the galleys and 
light veftels advanced in the night as far as the 
mole; and the janifiaries landed with loud ac¬ 
clamations, without being intimidated by the 
lire from the batteries, which played all at the 
fame time. They prefented themfelves, ladder 
in hand, to the efcalade. It was firft neceftary 
to clamber up an enormous heap of ftones that 
the cannon had beaten down. They mounted, 
fword in hand. . The grand mafter himfelf de¬ 
fended the breach, at the head of his knights. 
He overturned their ladders, threw down quan¬ 
tities of boiling oil, and rolled enormous ftones 
on the afiailants. The Turks darted hooks to¬ 
wards the breach, faftened to cords which they 
held, in order to catch the arms or clothes of the 
knights, and pull them to the ground. Au- 
buffon, intent on his poft, fought as the young- 
eft of his oQicers. His helmet was carried 
away by a lharp piece of ftone, without doing 
him any mifchief, He took a fqldier’s hat, and 
remained on the breach, ’till the terrible fire 
from the befieged at length leftened the ar¬ 
dour of the janifiaries. They recreated to their 
veftels, leaving a number of dead behind. 
IBut the balhaw was not difcouraged by this bad 

fuccfcf*. 



fuccefs. He directed at the fame time two at- 

it ■ i ■ peg. 8®®* 

tacks, the one on the quarter of the Jews, the «— v —» 
other oppofite. Though the wall on the fide of 
the Jews was very thick, yet being old, it was 
loon perceived to fiiake. The grand matter, 
who was every where, knew the weaknefs of the 
place on that fide j he had feveral houfes pulled 
down, a large ditch digged, and a brick wall raifed 
behind it. Every perfon was a mafon, labourer, 
or pioneer. Aubuffon gave the example. The 
women, both €hriftians and Jeweffes, terrified 
with the deftiny which menaced them in cafe 
the place lhould be taken, forgot their weaknefs, 
and carried heavy burdens which no one could 
have fuppofed them capable even of moving. 
Meanwhile/ the Infidels’ artillery continually 
battered the wall: the Turks had mortars that 
carried enormous mattes, which, piercing the 
j-oofs of the houfes, penetrated from ftory to 
ftory, and killed, or overturned every thing 
that fell in their way. The grand matter, in 
order to place in fafety the' children, fick, and 
women, caufed to be conftru&ed, in the part 
of the town fartheft from the batteries, fheds 
formed of beams fo thick and clofe together, 
that they were impenetrable by the heavieft 
mattes. He replied to the enemy with * ma¬ 
chine which threw pieces of rock to a confi- 
derable diftance, and crulhed in pieces the be- 
fiegers. The knights called this d ftrU&ive 

A a piece 
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piece of ordnance, the tribute, in derifion of the 
annual tribute which Mahomet had demanded 
from the Order. When the wall of the Jews* 
quarter was half beaten down, the balhaw ex¬ 
pected to carry it eafily by affaultj but he 
learned, with iurprife, that another ditch and 
wall defended the town on that fide. Paleologus, 
defpairing of vanquifhing Aubufion, refolved 
to have him poifojied. For the execution of this 
crime, he caft his eyes on two deferters, rene¬ 
gades like himfelf, one of which was an Albanian, 
and the other a Dalmatian. Thefe two traitors 
preferred themfelves before the gates of Rhodes, 
feigning to have been taken and to' have efcaped 
the (livery of the Turks. The knights received 
them without fufpicion. They foon introduced 
themfelves into the houfe of the grand mafter. 
One of them corrupted an officer of the kit¬ 
chen prefently j the other having found seeds to 
Aubuffon’s fecretary, heard him one day com¬ 
plain bitterly of his mafter. The perfidious 
wretch thought the occafion favorable; he in¬ 
formed this malecontent, both of his million and 
the opportunity which he had found to put it in 
execution. The fecretary, ftrnck with horror, dif- 
covered the plot; the wretch was put to the 
torturej overcome by the excefs of pain> he 
named his two accomplices. All three were torn 
in pieces by the people, before there was time 
for their being regularly executed. 


The 
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The bafhaw, afhamed of having feen this in- Jj®* 
famous defign publifhed and rendered abortive, <— v—j 
returned to open force. He refumed the projeft The Turk* 
of taking die tower of St. Nicholas. This fort efforts, but 
was feparated from the Turkilh camp by a fmall repul fed 
canal. Faleologus had a bridge of boats 
conftnidted j but the difficulty was to place it, 
arid to make the extremity of it touch the point 
of the mole. A Turk fwam to the place with 
an anchor, which he firmly fattened to the foot 
of a rock covered frith fea« Water; he put a large 
cable through the ring of this anchor, one end- 
of which was fattened to the end of the bridge, 
arid which, by means of a capftan; was to 
conduct it to its deftination. A failor faw 
by chance all the Turk’s work, without being 
perceived; he plunged into the fea in his turn, 
untied the cable, which he left on the bank, and 
tore up the anchor, which he carried to the grand 
matter, from whom he received a recompenfe 
proportionable to the fcrvice that he had juft 
rendered. The Turks knew prefently that, their 
defign was difeovered, by the facility with which 
the cable returned to them, without giving any 
movement to the bridge. During a very dark 
night, inftead of the cable andcapftan, the battiaw 
had the bridge towed by a great number of 
barks, and fixed at the point of the mole. The 
troops then proceeded towards the fort, not only 
over the bridge, but in the barks, which, by favor 
Aa 2 ef 
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j.c. 1481, of the night, approached the land. Aubuflbn 
-v—> ordered his cannon to be dire&ed towards the 
place where the noife pointed out their arrival, 
which prefently made futh deftruftion among 
them, that the Turks chofe rather to begin the 
attack in the dark, than remain a. longer time 
expofed to a fire which, they could not return. 
The only light they received was from the gre¬ 
nades and flalh of the fmall arms. The bridge, 
and barks continually furnilhed frefh. troops. 
Some Turks got to the top of the wall, where 
they were all maffacred. The engagement, was 
equally as furious by fea: the grand mailer's 
firelhips kept clofe to the Turkilh galleys, which 
were come to batter the fort, and fetlbme of 
them on fire. Nothing was comparable to the 
horrors of this night j the cries of thofe who 
beheld the fire approaching them, the groans of 
the wounded, the vortices of flames and frqoke,- 
the noife of the artillery, every thing rendered 
the combatants furious: they touched nothing 
but dead bodies and arms. At length the day 
came to give light to this carnage •, the breaches 
and the fea were covered with bodies half burnt, 
arrows, darts, turbans, and the wreck of the 
galleys ftill fuming. As foon as the gunners 
could perceive the bridge covered with foldiers, 
they diredted their batteries thither, and fuc- 
ceeded in breaking it down. Every perfon on 
it was drowned. The courage of the Turks, 

then 
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then failed them; thofe, who were on the mole, 
got into what barks they could find.. Some <—y—j 
were drowned, a few laved themfelves by fwim- 
ming, and the reft were cut in pieces by a Tally. 

After fo much blood igilt to no purgofe, the 
Turks remained fome days in filence.andinadtion. 
Aubuffon took advantage of this precious time 
to repair the breaches, and encourage the townf- 
men, to whom he was unceafingly repeating, that 
their happy country Ihould never be a prey to 
thefe harbarians. At length the balhaw recom¬ 
menced the attack on the quarter of the Jews, 
and on feveral others at the fame time, hoping to 
divide the forces of the befieged, and then come 
upon them by furprife. He let lpofe all his ar¬ 
tillery againft thefe walls which had been juft 
rebuilt, and, by means of labourers, he fucceeded 
in filling up fome parts of the ditches. After a 
continual fire of four days, the breaches were 
again laid open. The grand matter, rendered 
more confident by necelfity, employed a Ger¬ 
man engineer, who, at the commencement 
of the fiege, had entered the town as a de- 
ferter, but whom he had always Tufpedted. 

The perfidy of this man was prefently difco- 
vered; for, no fooner was the command at the 
batteries entrufted to him, than he made feveral 
fignals which he had agreed on with the enemy, 
and, in one day, drew two affaults on the weakeft 
parts pf the place. The bravery, of the knights 

covered 



j8a HISTORY ot the OTTOMANS. 

°* rere< ^ the breaches j the Turks were repulfed 1 j 
»—v —j and the traitor was given to the executioner, after 
having acknowledged, in the horrors of the tor¬ 
ture, that his only defigrr in entering Rhodes 
was, to deliver it to the Turks. 

Propolis The bafhaw loft both time and men. The 

made by 

jYc k '* n ^ t y re & urces w h* c h the fagacity of the 
tommoii- grand matter and the valour of the knights fur- 

eon, rejec- ... 

tea by the nilhed them with, but too much convinced the : 
Turk that he was not at the end of the fiege. 
He thought it beft to have recourfe to nego*- 
ciation. The lieutenants 6f the bafliaw were 
ordered to propofe an honorable capitulation. 
Forgetting for the moment the Ottoman haugh- 
tincfs, they made ufe of flattery, telling thefe 1 
brave knights, that fo many prodigies, which 
covered them with glory, would not fecure their 
town from the fate, which the number of their 
enemies, and the ftate of their walls, ought to 
demonftrate to them. This capitulation de¬ 
pended entirely on the grand matter, becaufe, as 
we have faid, th& knights bad conferred oh him 
thp abfolute fovereignty during the fiege. Not- 
withftanding this confederation, feveral members* 
of the council, feeing their town open on all 
fides, were fearful of fpilling ftill more blood, 
and not being able to fave it after all. They' 
were ftrongly inclined to accept an honorable 
capitulation, though Aubuffon was refponfible to 
them for the event. They folicited him to liften 
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to the terms propofed; and as they fupported Jgj. r <|£ 
their advice with that heat which fear infpires, v—v— 
they had already communicated it to a great 
number of the befieged. They began even to 
blame aloud the grand matter* and Ipoke to him 
of furrendering with an indecent liberty. Au- 
button, irritated at fo much weaknefs and mutiny* 
v exclaimed; “ Gentlemen, if there be anyone 
« among you, who does not think himfelf fafe 
<e in this place, the gate is not fo clofely blocked 
ce up, but I can let him out.” The ihame which 
they felt having caufed a general filen'ce to be 
kept, he continued: “ If you will remain with 
tf us, truft to me. I declare, that I will have 
“ the firft perfbn beheaded, who lhaU mention 
“ an accommodation.” Thefethundering words 
recalled!, in the feebkft hearts, that courage which 
all had (hewn at firft,. but which had grown codl 
in the breafts of fome. 

The baftiaw, enraged to think he had flattered 
the pride of his enemies to no purpofe, fwore he 
would have them all put to the fword; he even 
ordered a quantity of ftakes to be lharpened and 
planted around the ramparts, to empale, as he 
faid, the grand matter and principal knights. 

He promifed the pillage to the foldierS, and re¬ 
commenced the attacks with more fury than ever. 

Their greateft efforts were always turned to¬ 
wards the quarter of the Jews; the artillery had 
fo battered this fide, that the walls were no 

longer 
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fcf’ X M6* l6n S cr an y thing but a heap of ftones, the ditch 
»—v —> was filled up, and the ramparts did not appear 
difficult to climb j but the knights had formed 
another mtrenchment behind that which was 
fluttered, -without neglecting, on that account, 
the defence of the rampart. A bloody combat 
was fought on this baftion, of which the Turks 
fancied they could eafily render themfelves maf- 
ters. The houfes and ftreets were lower than 
this fortification, to afeerid to which there were 
two pair of fteps, which, at that time, were broken 
and covered with rubbifh. The grand matter 
and his knights could not get there but by the 
affiftance of ladders, and faw themfelves con- 
ftrained in their turn to mount to the affault, in 
order to attack thofe, who had availed them for 
fqlong a time. 'The Turks had believed the 
town taken, as foon as they were gotten on the 
ramparts. Thismew fpeciesof defence aftoniffied 
them j the knights precipitated them in great 
- numbers from the other fide of the baftion on 
thofe heaps of ftones which had ferved them as 
ladders, and which rendered their fall more fatal. 
The janiffaries made ufelefs efforts to feize the 
perfon of Aubuffon, who, though twice wounded, 
would never quit the battle. 

The fiege The blood of the grand matter, which ran 
down his armour, animated the knights and fol- 
diers to fuch a degree, that, in a little time, all 
the Turks were thrown down: or put to flight. 

In 
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In vain did the balbaw endeavour to bring back J- c - 

° Heg. ©So. 

his troops to the’place which they had aban- *—v— * 
doned j his-efforts onlygave the Rhodians an 
ocoafion tolhed more blood. . The Turks, being 
purfued, killed one another ?n the hurry of their 
■flight. They threw the alarm into the camp, 
and communicated their fright to the reft of the 
•army. : At length, after a fiege of three months 
and the ipiljlng of much blood, the balhaw, 
PaJeologus,loift both hope and -courage j he got 
on board his vefiels "again the 17th of Auguft, 
and ’ Ihamefully brought back the broken re¬ 
mains of his fleet and rahny to Conftantinople, 
meditating: only to perfuade Mahomet, that the 
ifle of Rhodes .was Hu^regnabld. uh.-^w ; 

• The emperor faw With the greateft Ghagrin his Mahomet 
hopes deceived. He, who had Fo badly ferved a his cha- 
prince abfolute and cruel, i accuftomed to make 6 m 
(every one bend before him, and to puniflj with Mahomet.. 
. death the fmalleft faults, was too happy to pre- 
1 ferve his life ‘with the Jqfs. of his place. and 
liberty^- The command of the-army, the dignity 
„ even of> balhaw, were taken from Paleblogus, 

, and he was banilhed to Gallipoli. Mahomet 
Feenaed to fconfole himfelf for the misfortune of 
his arms, by publicly laying, that theywere 
jhviaciblcj only when he. commanded them hira- 
tFelf. And indeed he made new efforts to reftore 
them the < glory which Paleologus, had loft. 

In the autumn he levied two numerous armies, 

B b refolved 
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j.c.i4|*. refolvcd to place himfdf at die head oF the firft 
« —-v—» again ftthe king of Perfia, and to fend the fecond 
into Europe, under the command of a vizier* 
Thefe preparations were made with the great- 
eft promptitude. The fultan had already palled' 
the Bofphorus, and having pitched his camp neaf, 
the city of Nice, he was meditating to penetrate 
into Perfia, when death furprifed him in the 
midft of the,great proje<fts which he was un- 
ceafingly forming. Mahomet lived fifty-one 
years, of which he reigned thirty, and three 
months. This prince, one of the molt perfi¬ 
dious and fanguinary that hiftory has ever handed 
down to pofterity, was born with great talents for 
■war j he would have had, the fame for govern¬ 
ment, If-his pallions had not deftrayed every 
thing that region, the intereft of his people, 
and his own, could have infpired him with. 
Mahomet, one of the founders of the Ottoman 
empire, is perhaps the prince who has made the 
moft important conquefts. Conftantinople owes 
fame edifices, to him. All his dominions re¬ 
proach him with their depopulation, which his 
fucceffors have not repaired. Debauchery and 
the fpirit of revenge ftified in his heart all the 
feeds of equity. The glory of bis, conquefts 
covered his vices in the eyes of his fubje&s: 
the Turkilh hiftorians fay, he was the gresteft of 
emperors; but thole, who know that there is 
no true greatnefs without juftice, count Ma¬ 
homet. 
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hornet only among the rooft terrible fcourges 
$f the human race. *»— v -* 



BAJAZET II. 

EIGHTH REIGN. 


A/TAHOMET, when he died, left two Ions, 
Bajazet and Zizim, both fuch enemies of 


each other, that their father had thought it re- 
quifite to feparate them, to prevent the effe&s of 
their hatred. Bajazet refided at Aniafia, towards 
the extremity of Cappadocia* Zizim dwelt at 
Magneiia, a town of Caria. Bajazet was the 
eldeft * Mahomet had intended him for his fuc- 
ceffor. As foon as the emperor was dead, the 
grand vizier Achmet or Acomar, faithful to the 
law, and efpecially to the will of his matter, 
-diipatched a meflenger to prince Bajazet, whom 
he efteemed but little, for him to come and take 
poffeffion of the throne. Though this fuper- 
ftitious Bajazet had a rival in his brother, h^ 
chofe rather to make a pilgrimage to Mecca, 
than come to Conftantinople, to occupy the 


throne which belonged to him, and gain the ef 
favor of the people and foldiers. He wrote to B “j azet * , 

* x # occupies 

the divan, that he was obliged to accompliih a ^' t ^ hron8 - 
vow, and that Korcut, his fon, as yet a child, n ->meofhi* 

, 4 - father. 

fliouW reign in his name all the time that he, jx.i 4 g 2 . 

Bba the Hes * 887 ' 
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lifg’ 'Hr t h c lawful emperor, Ihould be abfent from 
Conftantinople. This projed flattered, without 
doubt, the ambition of the viziers, who became 
matters during this fort of regency. Korcut 
mounted the throne, and the viziers governed, 
in the name of a child, the nine months that 
Bajazet’s pilgrimage lattcd. 

ziiim u- Zizim took advantage of this favorable occa- 

vies an ar- # 

my, and is flon: he feized on Burfa and Bithynia, the> air- 
the g«nd tient patrimony or the Ottoman princes; he 
fleet to the wanted to, be thought the lawful emperor of the 
Egypt". ° Turks, becaufe Mahomet II. was emperor 
when Zizim was bprn, whereas, Bajazet was 
born before his father attended the throne. This 
reafon had no yreight with the members of the 
divan. Whiltt Bajazet was ttrupuloufly employed 
at Mecca in all the exercifes-of his religion, the 
vizier Acomat was meditating to reprefs the rival 
of his matter. He patted into Alia with, the 
choice of the janiflaries and fpahis, and marched 
againtt Zizim, determined to lay flege to Burfa, 
in cafe he fhould be fo bold as to wait for him 
there. This prince, who had already raifed, an 
army, was refolved not to remain fhut up within 
walls. Though his troops were new and badly 
difeiplined, he went fome days march againtt 
Acomat, and had the temerity to otter battle to 
an experienced general, who commanded old fol- 
diers. The condud and valour of the vizier al- 
moft entirely deftroyed the riling fortune of Zizim; 

his 
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his army was put to iflight, and it was impofiible 1482. 

so rally it. The prince,' Having with” difficulty ' k —■—• 
efcaped the carnage, deliberated, with fome of 
his partifans who had like wife faved themfelves, 
to what foreign prince he Ihould go with his 
preteniions and hatred.''*’There were three that 
feemed likely to receive him according to hiS 
wilhes : the, foudan of Egypt, Caraman OgU 
from whom Mahomet II,; had taken almoft all 
his eftates, and who no longer reigned but in a 
corner of .Cilicia, and the khights of Rhodes 
who had fo valiantly withftopd the^ arms of the 
1 aft emperor. Zizim chofe the.rnoft powerful 
of the three: at the head of only forty, horfe, he 
traverfed Syria, penetrated into Paleftine, and, 
vilited atjerufalem the imoTqueiealled the temple 
of Solomon; then crofling tKd defafcts: of Arabia, 
he arrived at Grand Cairo. Caitbei, the foudan 
-of Egypt, received Zizim with the cefpedt, due to 
misfortune; but not judging it prudent to enter 
into an alliance^with. a prince, who had nothing 
in the world but uisjuft.pretenfiohs, he.folely 
offered to employ his good.offices for:him with 
his brother. t , • .1 -si.- ' • t..„- 

c. Bajazet II. on hia return from Mecca,, found 
his throne; fecured by the defeat of .Zizim. His 
fen, who had been .but a phantdm Af a.fovereign, 
made no difficulty to.give upJifaamhaHty/T He 
'went as far as Nice, to meet Bajazet,!.and having 
; ordered the cnimbar to be .railed,'iwhteh', is a kind 

of 
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of throne among the Orientals, he placed Bajazet 
v-nr—» on it, and proclaimed him emperor, after which 
he retired to Magnefia with a confiderabie pen- 
iion and the authority of baihaw. On the fultan't 
arrival at Conftantinople, he found ambafladora 
from the foudaii of Egypt there, who were come 
to fettle a peace between his brother and him. 
This negociation was without any fuccefs, as 
'Caitbei endeavoured to acquit himfelf of a duty 
of humanity to Zizim, rather than procure him a 
throne which did not belong to him. JBajazet’s 
brother, difpleafed with the foudan of Egypr, 
went to feek the alliance of a prince lefs power¬ 
ful, but more enterprifing than Caitbei/ This 
He joe* to was Caraman Ogli, who, as we have faid> had 
Ogii^to" on ly 4 fina-ll part of Cilicia left. Zizim en- 
cours!' lc " B^d to reftore him all the ellates which Ma¬ 
homet II. had wrefted from his father, if, by his 
means, he became emperor of the Turks. The 
ambitious Caraman entered into a league with fc- 
veral petty Mahometan princes ; with thefe fuc- 
tours, which Teemed more- like a troop of con- 
fpirators, than an army, he had the temerity to en¬ 
ter Cappadocia, having by his fide the pretended 
fuccefibr of Mahomet, whom he announced as 
the repairer of all the mifchiefs which his father 
had done. At thefe . news, Acomat fent acrofs 
the Bofphoru& of Thrace all the troops that were 
not wanted in -Europe. The emperor quitted 
the pleafures of his court. As he was reviewing 

his 
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tis army, before it penetrated into Afia, he ob- ]£• ‘in¬ 
ferred that the grand viziei*, who was at the head *—v —* 
of the fpahis, had his fword Fattened to the H ortt of 
pommel of his faddle; on which Bajazet faid to s* inft his 

• J brother. 

mm, ** Muada,* thou bearett things in mind j The em- 
“ forget the faults of my youth, r%lace thy ters his ^ 

^ fword by thy fide, and make ufe of it with thy oXV* 
u ufual valour againft my enemies.” For the \ 
information of the reader refpe&ing this fa$, -it “** 
fhould be obferved, -that Mahomet, II. being at 
war in Aha, brought with him his fon Bajazet, as 
yet very young, ia order to inftruft him in military 
exercifes, One day of battle, Mahomet lent 
the vizier Acomat to examine in what order the 
young prince had placed the troops under his 
command. ' Acomat, difpleafed with what he 
*faw, faid to Bajazet, with a fevere tones ** Is it 
" thus that a prince, who withes to vamjuifti, 

" fhould range his foldiers ?” The pride of the 
Ottoman blood being offended with this repri¬ 
mand, the young prince threatened Acomat, that 
he would make him repent one day of his too 
great liberty. “ What wilt thou do to me ?” 
replied the old warrior in a rage. te I fwear by 
the foul of my father, that if thou come to 
" the throne, I will never draw my fword in thy 
" fervicc,” The Mahometan forereigns, like 

all 

* fhi* wor4, in tie Turkifli language, flgnifics itftnier or frttt&ar. 

The erpperors, to flatter their viziers when they are older then themfelvw, 

^ften jive timp this title. 
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£4.'1^7*others^ . know how to cards, their fubjeilil 
when it is neceflfafy.. Bajazet, who was but. an 
iodiffbrehfc warrior, forgot, nothing to attach to 
hira this vizier, whofe talents he flood- fo mucfy 
in : peed ;af. They;;mircb«d together againft 
Zizirrt an® Caramani and> had .ho difficult^; to 
difperfe an armyTomuch weaker ahd foiinferior 
injdifOtplittei. Afeer a great flaughtery - which 
happened-at the foot offnount Taurusyi che two 
yanquilhedi princes ftparated^frotn 'each other, 
the better ;*d ;ftide their flight. :Acomat en- 
nieTutkcdpavoured; to pen..thcm;jup in ,the defiles,; h,e 
«my of -divided his foldiers into parti fas,- in order to try 
&z?z\m to fufprife.' Caraman.n and^particuljtrly Zizim. 
» fligbi. ; j a j a 2 e | j .. t i re ^., 0 jf a vpar which fatigued his effe- 
Z5»;mre. m * nac y> offered his brother a province in fover 
[“oVincf, '* e, g nt y< with a confiderable-pehfibn. “J. will 
*rother h ol« tr ^? ve am empire, .and not. money,” relied 
when ^ Z1H1 haughtily. However, no one endeavoured 
overcome -toreftore him this erripire which he fancied, be- 

by his mis- * 

fortunes, longed. to him. . The ibndan of Egypt he .no 

he is wil- ' J 1 • ,1 

ling to ac. longer relied;.upon; ,and as to Caraman, iu$.aUy, 
thc'cmpe-’ he had loft-the little which rerpained. ©f his 
torn.'refMeftateSj apd faw hftnfelf reduced, like the prince 
[t. st ° 8 rii n/wh(Om he had protected, to hide from the fe^rch 
of the- Turks. The deepeft caves were the 
lurking holes of thefe two fugitives, of him 
efpecially, who aimed at becoming one of the 
raoft powerful potentates in the world. Some 
trembling fervants, who could not refoive to aban¬ 


don 
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Jon Zizim, 1 compofed -at the fame time his court, 
his'guard, and his ‘iimy. In this extremity he »—v—' 
refolved on afkirig in his turn for the province and 
petition which Bajazet had offered him ; but that 
which<the fultan would have granted voluntarily 
to hi& rival at the head of a party, he unmer¬ 
cifully refufed to an unfortunate prince, without 
friends, without money, and without troops. 

Zizim’s- only remaining refource was in the 
knights of Rhodes. 

- - f He 'difpatched one of his moft zealous con- zi*>m,de- 

r Vi a i , .» n priyed of 

fidents to the grand matter Apbuiion, to reoueit every re- 

° . n , . fource,a(ks 

of him an afylum. > - This man was arrefted by a retreat of 

r . . . _ . , theknights 

the'ertiiffan.es of the Turkilh emperoi 1 , as he was 0 f Rhodes, 
going-to embark. Bajazet II. having feen, by 
the letters of his brother, that he thought of 
retiring among the Chriftlans, had the coaft-mbte 
n ftridly guarded, and the moft fecret retreats 
fearched. Zizim foon learned the . fate of his 
envoy j he difpatched two-others at different 
times and by different ways, in hopes that one of 
them at leaft might efcape the fearch, and bring 
him back the teftimonies of prote&ion which he 
expeAed. Both were more fortunate than the 
firft had been.; they remitted their difpatches to 
the "grand matter and council affembled'. Thefe 
generous knights faw, with pleafure, a Maho-< 
metan prince folicit fuccours of them, againft 
his brother and country; they promifed them- 
felves great things from this divifion in the 

C c Ottoman 
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•Ottoman family, and,' without Iofs of time, 
equipped a fleet to go in fearch of Zizirn in the 
place which he had pointed out to them. 

This prince was gotten near the fea j the par¬ 
ties, fpread along the coaft and over the country, 
made him anxioufly wifti, for an anfwer from the 
knights of Rhodes, and the efcort which he had 
folicited of them. At laft he w:as difcovered by 
a troop of cavalry, and purlued fo clofely, that 
he had only time to get into a filhing-'barkj and 
pufh off, before the arrival of the parly from 
which he had fled. When Zizim had* quitted 
the ihore, he fattened a letter to an arrow, which 
he threw at the fpldiers, greatly di{appointed at 
having miffed this important prey, inftead of 
the prifoner,-whom they flattered themfelves with 
delivering to Bajazet, they carried him the fol¬ 
lowing letter. 

Zizim, Emperor, to his moft cruel brother 
Bajazet. 

<c I demanded of thee what was juft* and thou 
tc haft paid me with inhumanity. I ihould have 
“ at length bounded my defires to living peace- 
“ ably on the frontiers; but thy deteftable am- 
“ bition would not permit thy brother to remain 
“ quiet in a fmall portion of fo great an empire. 
“ I am tl^en obliged, in order to fave my life, 
“ to have recourfe to the Chriftian name, and 
u to the greateft enemies of our powerful houfe, 
fC jiot through contempt for the religion of 

“ my 
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“ my anceftors, but forced by thy cruelty ; for Xj c - »4j*. 
“ my greateft defire would be, to ferve God*-^r-* 
<f according to the ceremonies of our holy law. 

** It is true that I have no occafion to fpeak td 
“ thee of God, or of our holy prophet; for thou 
« concemneft the law of both, and art deftitute 
“ of all humanity. Our father laboured all his 
" life to raife the houfe of Ottoman, and thou 
“ takeft pleafure in deftroying it. But the 
“ divine juftice will avenge me one day of thy 
“ wickedhefs, and permit, that, when thou {halt 
“ have reigned feme time by tyranny, the end 
‘ f of thy empire fhall be more fatal, than the 
“ commencement of it has been fortunate. Be 
“ affuted, that what thou art now attempting 
“ againft me and my pofterity, will be one day 
“ made ufe of againft thee and thy Children.” 

It is faid that Bajazet flied tears. On reading 
thefe complaints j but,'nothwithftanding that, 
he ftill purfued Zizim the fame. This prince 
made towards Rhodes, tormented with the great- 
eft inquietude. His bark, unarmed, ahd al- 
molt without fails, in faving him from the 
hands of the Ipahis, expofed him to all the dan¬ 
gers of the fea. ■ The fmalleft Turkilh brigan¬ 
tine which he fiiould have met with, could have 
delivered him to his brother. In this extremity . , 

, * Zizim is 

he perceived a numerous fleet j his failors, ter- honorably 
rifled, made vain efforts to bear off, Jbut prefently the Me o" 
the fleet, fwelling its fails, diftindtly fheWed them Rhode5 ‘ 

C c 2 the 
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^£' 4 *£-th e Rhodian flag. Some fignals informed the 
v->-» knights, that this miferable bark contained the 
prince whom they were feeking. Don Alvar deZu¬ 
niga, grand prior of Caftile,. admiral of the fleer, 
immediately lent a boat to Zizim. It was filled 
with the principal knights. The prince came 
on board the admiral galley j he was received 
at Rhodes with all the honors due to fovereigns. 
The grand matter Aubuflon negledled nothing 
that could foften the misfortunes with which he 
had been opprefled. The Ottoman haughtinefa- 
was confounded with fo much refpeCt and-, gene- 
rofity. Though Zizim ftiled himfelf emperor 
of the Turks, he refufed to take place of the 
grand matter of Rhodes, who obliged him to it; 
and as they made in his prefence a trial of the 
meat ferved up to him, more, without doubt, 
through parade than precaution, he faid to the 
knights around him: “ I have placed my life in 
“ your hands, and I don’t believe that any of 
" you have an intention to take it from me. As 
“ for the reft, I am under your protection, and 
“ not your fovereign.” 

Bajazet had no fooner learned that his brother 
was in the ifle of Rhodes, than he would fain 
know with what fort of intereft Zizim infpired 
thefe knights, whom he dreaded. After the 
emperor had reduced that part of Cilicia which 
as yet belonged to Caraman Ogli, and had taken 
from that prince the laft remains of fpvereignty 

left 
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kft his houfe, ihe returned triumphant to Con- J- c - 

_ , t % , , » . # peg* 087* 

ftantiriople with his vizier Acomat. This able 1 v—» 
minifter, who had the. moil confiderable truils 
both in peace and. war, endeavoured to get in¬ 
formation of everything that paired at Rhodes, 
without his mailer’s appearing to, trouble himfelf 
about it., .The governor of L.ycia, a province, 
in the neighbourhood of the ifland, fent thither- 
a pretended agents under pretence of fettling a 
treaty of commerce. Aubuflbn regarded this 
agent, only as a fpy malked under a fpecious 
title. He abridged the formalities which this" 
man affefled to multiply in order to prolong his 
million, and kept him, as much as poffible, from, 
the objefl of his curiofity. Acomat, not being TheTurks 
able to promife himfelf any thing more from P ro e ofe * 
this llratagem, tried another expedient. He fent the order 
a man to perfuade the knights of, Rhodes, to and the * 
make a folid peace with the Turkifh emperor. perfuade' 
The vizier, without mentioning his mailer, who, retire to 
he faid, was not informed of this proceeding, France ' 
promifed to procure the completion of the treaty, 
provided |he knights would agree to reafonable 
conditions. This peace might be particularly 
advantageous to the Order; Aubuflbn liftened 
to the propofals. Though Zizimt was not then 
mentioned, the grand mailer did not doubt but 
they urould require him to deliver up that un¬ 
fortunate prince. To elude this condition, to 
which the knights could not confent, and to 

avoid 
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* 4 ^* avoid their coming to wreft Zizim from rheir 
*—«r— hands, they determined to fend him out of their 
territory} they perfuaded the prince, that it would 
be right for him to fhew himfclf to thefe nations 
from whom he expe&ed fuccours. They offered 
him for afylum one of their commanderies in the 
diftritt of Provence, where he fhould be enter¬ 
tained and ferved by knights, and where he 
would have an opportunity of conferring with 
the king of France} and they promifed him, 
that, if, the projefted treaty did not take place, 
he, Zizim, fhould return, with the forces of 
Europe, and have the veffels and troops of the 
Order to make good his pretenfions with. 

The fituation of the Ottoman prince did not 
permit him to difcuft thefe reafons. It was ne- 
ceflary to obey orders difguifed under the name 
of advice. Before he embarked for Provence, 
he figned an ample power to the grand matter to 
treat with Baja2et, agreeably to what fhould beift 
fuit with the fortune and fafety of prince Zizim. 
By an aft, he engaged, if ever he recovered the 
empire, either in entire or part, to obferve a 
conftant peace with the Order, to open all his 
ports to their fleets, to fet at liberty every year, 
gratis, three hundred Chriftians of both fexes, 
and to pay a hundred and fifty thoufand crowns 
of gold to the treafury of the Order, to indem¬ 
nify them for the expences which they had been 
at on his account. 


This 
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This a£t, figned by the Turkifti prince, is J-c-hs®. 
ftill preferved in the records of Malta. It 
dated the fifth of the month Rejeb, in the year 
of the hegira 887, which anfwers, according to 
our way of computing, to the aift of Auguft 
148a. This ; prince embarked* at length, under 
the conduit of chevalier Blanchefort, nephew to 
the grand mafter, with a melancholy, which 
neither the refpeit nor promiles of the knights 
that accompanied him, were able to remove. 

As foon as. Aubuffon fewhimfelf freed from 
this dangerous guefty . he fent ambaffadors to 
Conftantinople, to negociate a peace, whjch the 
Turkilh emperor as anxioufly deftred is - he did. 

The knights Dumont, Arnaud, and Duprai* 
were charged with 1.this pegOciation* Bajazet 
received them with more honor than is in general 
paid by the Muftulmen to Chriftians. The vl* 
zier Acomat, and the baftiaw Mifcha Paledogusj 
who, haying raifed the liege of Rhodes; waa 
exiled by Mahomet II. were appointed to treat 
with them. Bajazet had recalled this minifies 
and rellored him all his employments. . Acomat* 
who believed that the knights of Rhodes would 
never arm for Zizitn, treated them with all the 
Mahometan haughtinefs. He commenced with 
demanding, that prince Zizim Ihould be deli¬ 
vered up, and that all the Order Ihould be de¬ 
clared vaffal and tributary to the empire. Thefts 

propofaU 
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lt4 jfl;' P r0 P°^ s were received with ftill more haughti- 
nefs than they had been made j the Rhodian 
ambaffkd ors<would have broken up the confe¬ 
rence immediately; but iftifcha Paleologus, who 
had more reafon' to fear the knights than any 
other perfbn, endeavoured to pacify them j he 
faid in the Turkilh language to "his colleague) 
that he undoubtedly Was not ignorant how mUcl 
thh emperbir wifhed a peace* and that it was" there-, 
fore wwmg to throw fo mariy Obftacles in-the 
Way. Duprit underftbod'Turkifti, arid hisfcol- 
teagties and he agreed-toxotttirrUethe confe- 
tericeS) 1 but this only made thefn become more 
uniraftable " on the conditions. The haughty 
Acomat loon ^xcufed himfelf from; conferring 
with the ambaffadorS) leaving' to his colleague, 
as he faid, the’reproach of having difgraced the 
Ottoman empire.' f The mrift' difficult and im- 
portaht object ufas vrefpe&ing prince Zizfm : 

. thefe knights, who profeffed generofxty as much 
as nobility and bravery, cotlld not abandbn an 
unfortunate prince, who had thrown himfelf 
into their arms. Ori the other hand, a peace 
would be advantageous to the Ottoman empire, 
^ only by fecuring it againft Zizim. After a great 
Jcuifiht? deal of difcuffion, it was agreed, that the Order 
agree on a ftiould engage to keep this prince always in its 
trcat ' v ' power, and Under the ftiift guard of feveral 
khights j.-that he fliould not be given up to any 
foverejgn, Chridian or Mahometan, that might 

make 
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make ufe of his name to difturb the repofe of the ^ 
empire j that, for- the maintenance and guard of v-» 
this prince, the grand feignior fhould pay an¬ 
nually to the Order thirty-five thoufand ducats of 
Venice. They agreed likewife on another fum, 
to indemnify the knights and inhabitants of 
Rhodes* for the Ioffes that they had fuftained by 
the fiege. At this price peace was re-eftablilhed 
between the two powers. However difgraceful 
this treaty might appear for Bajazet, the Turks 
gained by it, as their marine, very inferior to 
that of the Order, was unable to defend their 
merchants from the frequent captures which a 
gtgat number of Rhodian veflels, well armed, 
were continually making on their coaft. Bajazet 
figned this treaty in (Hence. But Acomat could Aconwt 
not conceal his indignation ; he lamented aloud Kemble 
the emperor’s weaknefs, and complained bitterly, 
that this empire, founded on the ruins of fo many 
crpwns, fhould become, in the hands of Bajazef 
tributary to a handful of foldiers. > 

Thefe indifereet expreffions were heard, even 
by the monarch, and feme enemies did not fail 
to mifreprefent them. One of thefe balhaws, 
called bafhaws of the ban and arched roof, who 
had the moft accefs to the prince, feized this oc- 
calion to ruin the grand vizier. This man, called 
Ifaac, was father to one of Acomat’s wives, who, 
under Mahomet II. had been ravifhed in a public 
bath by prince Muftapha. The reader rtltift re- 

D d member 
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member this event, which coft Bajazet’s eldeft 
v —* brother his life. The vizier, in the firft mo¬ 
ments of his grief, had fent back his wife to her 
father. Since that time, Ifaac and he were be¬ 
come irreconcilable enemies : Ifaac painted the 
vizier to the emperor, as \ dangerous cenfor: 
weak fouls foon hate thofe whom they are led to 
fear* All Acomat’s fervices were forgotten in a 
moment j the emperor remembered his fuperiority 
over all the other warriors or minifters, only to 
j.c. 1483. punilh him for it. Being refolved to get rid of 
him, he invited all the grandees of his court to 
h°m in the a f um P tuous entertainment, where the vizier ap- 
rojdft ofa" peared with the reft. Bajazet, contrary to the 

mcnt, and Turkifti law, but agreeably to their cuftoms, or¬ 
is about to *? 

have him dered a quantity of different forts of wine to be 
death. ferved up } they foon grew elevated j the em¬ 
peror faid aloud, that, as he meant to eftabliih 
peace folidlv in his efnpire, he had no occafion 
for fo many troops dearly paid, that he was going 
to diminifh particularly the number of janiffarie* 
and fpahis. Acomat oppofed the defign of his 
mafter, with that liberty which wine infpire's, and 
the fuperiority which his knowledge and expe¬ 
rience gave him. He told the prince, that he 
could not hope for a lafting peace with fo many 
neighbours and tributaries not well brought un¬ 
der fubje&ion, but whilft numerous and difci- 
plined armies kept them in awe j that, befides, it 
. was ill repaying the fervices which thefe brave 

janiffaries 
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janiffaries had rendered both his father and him, J c - 'ffp 

Heg* 888. 

to difmifs them without a fubfiftehce; and that 1 —.— 1 
f it was dangerous to irritate, by injuftice, ,fuch a 
powerful body. 

Bajazet, ill difpofed, impatiently heard this 
falutary advice. At the end of the repaft, vefts 
of precious Stuffs were brought to all the guefts. 

That placed before Acorn at Was of black filk j 
he ealily comprehended the'fatality announced 
by this prefent, particularly when, on the com¬ 
pany’s leaving the room of entertainment, Bajazet 
ordered him to remain. “ Ungrateful tyrant,” 
cried the vizier, “ fince thou haft determined 
“ to take my life, why haft thou made me 
te tranfgrefs the law in my laft moments?” 

Acomat meant to fpeak of the wine that he had 
drunk. The emperor, irritated, caufed him, who 
had placed him on the throne, to be foundly ~ 
beaten j they ftripped him with violence, and 
the order for ftrangling him was given; but 
the killar aga, or grand eunuch, a particular 
friend of the unfortunate Acomat, threw himfelf 
at the prince’s feet, telling him, that, for the 
fafety of his highnefs, it was neceffary to defer 
the execution of the vizier ’till it fhould be 
known to what degree the janiffaries were at¬ 
tached to that minifter. All Unjuft and cruel as 
Bajazet was, he yielded to this timid counfel j 
and Acomat was imprifoned in a tower of the 
feraglio. 


Dd 2 
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£c. i *||- The unfortunate vizier had a foo, a young 
v—> man full of courage, who had already fervcd 
under his father, and who loved him tenderly. 
This fon, whofe name has not been preferved by 
hiftory, furprifed at his father’s not returning 
from the feraglio, though the night was already 
far advanced, ran to one of the gueft’s, who told 
him what he had feen, and which made him fear 
ftill more : for it was not doubted but the em¬ 
peror had retained his father to have him (Iran- 
jan"r° f gled. The vizier’s fon, in a diftra&ed date, ran 
favor of a* to f evera l °das of janifiaries, crying that their 
ap™eaf« He § enefa l had -periflied, a vi&im to ingratitude and 
Uietumuit jnjuftice. He had no difficulty to ftir up thefe 
brave foldiers, who adored Acomat. In lefs 
than an hour, more than ten thoufand janiffaries 
were affembled in the ftreets, all declaring that 
they would go and burn the feraglio, free their 
general from thence, if he were alive, or maflacrc 
the tyrant on his dead body, if he had had the 
barbarity to put him to death. They all re. 
paired to the feraglio with tapers and arms, and 
prepared to break open or burn the outer door, 
which was fhut, The fultan appeared at a grated 
window above, and demanded of them with a 
trembling voice, what they would have. Cf Inf a. 

mous drunkard,” cried they, “ render us our 
“ general, or we will inftantly burn thy feraglio, 
4C and tear thee in pieces.” The fight and cries 
of this mutinous foldiery, fo terrified the .empe¬ 


ror 
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ror and his .attendants, that they haftened to pro,- 
duct Acomat in the fituation he was. Terror 
hindered them from thinking of giving him his 
clothes. As foon as the janiffaries perceived this 
great man, his head, legs, and arms naked, con 
vered with broifes, and nothing but' a kind of- 
waiftcoat on, like a man efcaped from execution, 
their indignation and cries redoubled; they rude¬ 
ly ftripped one of the officers of the feraglio, to 
clothe the vizier. If he had given them the leaft 
encouragement, this would have been the fate of 
the emperor and all thole belonging to him. 
But this virtuous minifter, forgetting his refent- 
ment and even his fafety, thought only of ap¬ 
pearing tne fedition. After having thanked the 
janiffaries for their affedion, he forbade them all , 
violent means, affuring them, though falfe, that 
Bajazet had never intended to take his life. He 
repeated to them, that this prince was their maf¬ 
ter, and that he would, learn for the future to 
make a better ufe of his power. He promifed, 
from the emperor, pardon to all the authors of 
the fedition. In fine, he moll: powerfully pro¬ 
tected this prince, who, two hours before, had 
attempted to have him put to an ignominious 
death, and he fucceeded in difperfing fhefe 
troops, all telling him, that be would perhaps 
repent of having a fecond time made Bajazet 
emperor. . 


The 
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The next day, Acomat went to the divan i he 
*•— r ~* refumed all his functions, preferving his autho¬ 
rity and credit with the people; but the two 
bafhaws, Ifaac and Paleologus, retained their in¬ 
fluence over the fultan, who was more enraged 
in his heart than ever. Acomat made the whole 
court tremble:. the timid and cruel Bajazet refolv- 
ed tofeparatehisminifterfromthefoldiery; he took 
Th«w?pe- a j ourne y to Adrianople, where the unfortunate 
Adriano- vizier was ftrangled in fecret, in the moment 

pic, where ° 

n ftrtr^'cd W h cn he relied with greateft certainty on the 
inftciei^ gratitude of his mafter. Some janiffaries, who 
feveral of- had followed the emperor, were deceived with 

ficers of 

the janif- refpeft to the manner of A comat’s death, who, it 
was given out, died of an apoplexy. They 
were at that time very uneafy for ^themfelves. 
Bajazet had removed feveral of their chiefs, 
under pretence of giving them timars or fai)gi- 
acates, and it was known that thefe officers, ap¬ 
parently loaded with court favors, had been ftran-t 
gled by order of the bafhaws, as foon as they 
had arrived at the place of their deftination. 

The defigns which Bajazet had conceived 
I to S S94?* againft his janiffaries foon became public. On 
The janif- ^ em peror’s return to Conftantinople, all the 
taries take 0( j as ] e f t their quarters; they marched out in 

to arms ; 1 J 

Bajazet order, and encamped in the plain, intrenched 

pacifies * * 

them. themfdves, and placed a guard in their front, as 
if they had been oppofite an enemy. The fultan, 
terrified, no longer thought but how to bring 

back 
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back thefe formidable foldiers to their obedience. J- c - 
He went himfelf to their camp; he loaded the 
chiefs and foldiers with careffes s which fear alone v—v—» 
rendered fincere, and fwore to them feveral times, 
by the prophet and the foul of his father, that he 
had no defign to deftroy them, nor even to dimi- 
nifh their number. Thefe fubmifiions appeafed 
the infyrre&ion; the janiffaries returned to Con- 
ftantinople, and order was re-eftablUhed in a few 
days. 

Bajazet foon perceived the neceffity of letting 
loofe thefe lions againft fome foreign prey, to 
_ avoid being devoured by them himfelf. Inor-warwiA 

& jl the Mara 

der that the war, for which he detigned them, meiukcss 
might have fome duration, he chofe them ene- g ; n . 
mies worthy of their attention, the Mammelukes 
of Egypt. We Ihall fay in a few words what 
thefe Mammelukes were. 

Egypt; like fo many other kingdoms, had 
formerly belonged to the emperors of Conftanti- 
nople. The Grecian yoke became infupportable 
to thefe people : they called the caliphs to their 
afliftance. Thefe laift drove out the Greeks, and 
foon opprefled their new fubje&s,, who did but 
change tyrants. The Abbafian caliphs were, in 
their turn, driven from Egypt by the Fatimite 
caliphs. Godfrey qf Bouillon, the founder of 
-the kingdom of Jerufalem, made war againft 
,thefe people. They had recourfe to the foudan 
1 ef Syria, who fent them Sarracon, a renowned 
' general. 
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general, at the head of a formidable army. 
Thi s Syrian, the avenger of the caliphs, pre- 
a— v—j fently opprefied them j he confined their autho¬ 
rity to things of religion, and referved to himfelf 
the temporal' power. Saladin, his fucceflor, 
fought and defeated the Chriftians in Syria and 
Paleftine, and at laft drove them from Jerufalem. 
The defeendants of this prince poflefled the 
thrope of Egypt after him. One of them, called 
Nodggemedin Sale, who regarded the Egyptians 
much lefs like his fubje&s than his flaVes, in 
Order to accuftom them to their chains, forbade 
them the ufe of arms. He brought into Egypt 
a fet of foreigners, who defended and opprefied 
the natives at the fame time. Nodggemedin 
Sale formed a confiderable army of Scythians or 
Tartars, who, almoft all, had been flaves; he 
ordered that thefe troops (hould never be. re¬ 
cruited but by foreigners or Haves like them- 
felves, irrevocably excluding all the native Egyp¬ 
tians, without diftindtion, from the army, as well 
as every other employment. Thefe foreigners, 
protestors, or rather opprefiors, of the native in¬ 
habitants, were called Mammelukes. It was 
with thefe Mammelukes that Nodggemedin Sale 
combated the Chriftians; it was with them that 
Touramcha, his fon and fucceflor, made Lewis 
IX. prifoner near Damiettaj but he was maf- 
facred by them, almoft under the eyes of the 
French king. After this, the Mammelukes feized 

the 



B A J A Z E T II. ;ii 209 

the throne of Egypt* and, following always the J-c- h* 4 * 
law's .which Nodggemedin: S,ale had given them, He s* *%» 
they condemned his family jto obfcurity, which 
foon .became extinct. Ibec was the firft foudan 
taken from this redoubtable foldiery, which.pre-v 
ferved afterward, the right of -railing or depofing: 
the fovereigns of Egypt,, whom they always chofe 
from, the family of Ibec. But thefe princes re¬ 
mained no longer on the throne .than ks pleafing 
to the Mammelukes. ^-.- Before .the Turks ex¬ 
tended their empire, the riches,. force,and autho¬ 
rity of the foudan of Egypt, caufed him to be 
regarded as the chief of the Mahometan law. 

This pqwer flourifhed during three hqqdred years. 

Their maxim was, rather to meditate the main¬ 
taining of themfelves, than to make conquefts, 
and they abftained from making war againft the. 
Muffulrrien, before they were themfelves. attacked. 

Bajazet, matter of Caramaniai,pught naturally 
to delire, the eonqueft of Syri^ and -Egypt, or twics beit- 
rather, as we have faid, in the -neceffity of ern-Mamme- 
ploying the janifiarips, he refolved.t© fend^them concludes a 
againft the Mammelukes, lo'like themfelves. by ^. Wlth 
their bravery, and the fear in which they, 
kept thprr matter. A quarrel between two 
princes, who paid tribute to the two empires, 
was the pretext of the war between the Turks 
and the foudan of Egypt. Adoulet, (who was 
the Turkifh vaffal,) poffeffed a fmall territory on 
the confines of Circafiia j he was attacked by his 

E e neighbour 
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n^gh'botfr Catebaij a vaffaTcf the fbUdftn of 
Heg. 889, Bgypt, and petty foVereigOTike AdOulet. Bsja- 
u< y w >' zet declared he Would fend- a confiderabie army 
again® the Mammdukfesv ft was with difficulty 
that the latter could prevail with thertnfelves- to- 
ffght ; again® Suhnite Mahometans. But when 
they learned that the firltan was advancing towards 
Syria at the head of his troops, it became indif- 
pehfable to make a defence; they gathered to¬ 
gether their forces, and' marched againft thofe who 
would be their enemies. 1 The two armies met in 
Caramania, near mount Aman, a famous place, 
where Alexander defeated Darius. The- Turks, 
fatigued with a long »nd ! precipitate march, and 
eittbarraffibd with their baggage* were 'ttfipltoyed 
in pitching their tents, when they were fmartly 
charged by the MarrtmClukes-. Their cavalry, 
freffr and well difciplincd> falling fword In hand 
on thefe difperfed- foldiers, began the combat by 
the"carnage which fliould have ended it. Some 
■ battalions of janiffaries formed in the rear of the 
Camp 1 , and gave the fpshis time to mount their 
horfes. Surprifed as'the Turks wOre,- they made 
father a vigorous refiftahce; but-it was necef- 
fefy to yield to circumftances and number. Ba- 
jazet, having' fallen back fevferal leagues, rallied! 
his difperfed troops in an advantageous‘ camp, 
which Mfuftapha, his grand vizier, had chofen for 
him. The night was approaching, when the 
Mammelukes appeared on the border of a river 
“ which 
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which feparated them from thofe whom they 
had purfued. At brpak of day they found 
ford,, pafled the river, and. recommenced the> 
battle- The emperor’s prefence fuftained' fbme ■ 
tirnp the courage of the Tujrksj bu-t.fhe number 
of the Mamrivelukes, which augmented pvery iflr 
ftant, and their recent yij&iory, which rendered 
them as high fpirited as their premies were de¬ 
jected, made them triomph a fecond: time, Ba*- 
jf&et loft: his cannon and baggage, in this Hepoitd 
overthrow ; he retired towards his own country, 
always fae'mg aboot to thefe troops, who fharplf 
/gurftjfcd him, ai?d every day weakpaed Ms army. 

The Turks had never experienced a, greater de>- 
feat fince Tamerlane j they;took advantage of 
the reppgnancp which the Mantt3ft$lokes had to 
dip their handjS in Mahometan Mopd*.,; All van- 
quifliers as were; thefe daft, they eonlbnted to a 
peace, which Bajazet obtained by Only, giving up 
fame places on the confines, of Caramania.' ' 1 
A little while after, the emperor'tried'.his forces war with 
in Europe againft the Croatians. :Hls generals Hunsary ‘ 
took one part of their provinces,, and cut in 
pieces the troops-of Matthias, king ofHungary, 
who came to the afliftance of his allies. The 
conqueft was kept by the Turks. It was 
fome years after this, that Bajazet ind his fons 
were delivered of Zizim, that rival of their 
grandeur, who had fo warmly difputed a throne, 
which, he pretended, belonged to him. It is 
Ee 2 neceffary 
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go'back a litfle, to fee what fuceours 
H^g. *89, this unfortunate prince found, among the gteateft 

to 894* ... 1 

enemies of his rate. 1 ' 


Conciufion' The reader muft remember; that the- grand 
tory h ^f blf ^aftet Aubtrflbrf, in order to make a neeeffary 
zitim. p eace vrith-fterOf toman empire, fent Zizim to 
France, and engaged to retain Him there. > Anji 
indeed, fome knights were charged by the grand 
matter to keep this prince" in a "commandery Of 
the grand priory of Auvergne, called Bourganeuf. 
The knights never quitted him, under pretence 
of rendering- him honOt,-' and "even of fervtng 
•him. Zizim, perceiving his captivity, fent to 
requeft an interview of Lewis XI. king of France, 
in which he hoped' to intereft him in his fitbat-ion. 
Lewis, who had ‘affairs of more importance than 
thofe of the i Eaft, thought hei-had found a way to 
elude the demands of the Turkifh prince, by affur- 
ing him, that he;wOuld never confent to give him 
any fuccour, nor even to' fpeak- to him, ’till he 
Should turn Chriftian. Zizirri not only -looked 
upon the Chriftian religion; with horror, but the 
tope, which he never loft, of mounting Wie day 
on the throne of Conftantinople, was another 
reafon for his not abjuring his- faith. In thefc 
wretched circumftances,;. r he learned, that the 
knights of Rhodes had juft trafficked with his li¬ 
berty, andthat it was the price of the peace con¬ 
cluded between the Order and- the Ottoman cm-* 
pire. All the princes, who had any affair to de¬ 
cide- 
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cide With the Eaft, were interefted in putting £ c -*495- 
Zizim at the head of a party, in order to make the * — 
Ottomans turn their arms againft tHemfelves. 
Ferdinand the Catholic, Ferdinand king of Na- 
' pies, and theVenetians, Wanted to fet up thisprfnce 
againflr-Bajazet. Aubtiffbn, for the honoi\as much 
as for the in ter eft of his Order, was' obftinate in 
fulfilling his treaty. But Innocent VIII. who fue- 
ceeded Sixtus IV. more abfolute and. enterprifing 
titan his predeceffor, ordered the grand: -matter, 

-fa vafial and fuffragan of the Holy See,) to 
remit him prince Zizim, whom he - propofed to 
majce ufe of for the good of Chrifteridom againft 
the Mahometan power. Aubiiffonj. who could 
not refift, made an advantage of his obedience. 

He obtained from the pontiff* that,, neither 
he, nor his fuccefibrs ,, Ihould ever confer any 
commartdeVy to the prejudice of the nations or 
laws offeniority, even though they ihould be¬ 
come vacant in the court of .Romc.,. Innocent 
declared likewife, that the poffeflions of the .Or¬ 
der of Rhodes ihould not be, for the future, in¬ 
cluded in the roll of benefices which the pope 
referves to himfelf. 

This treaty being agreed on, the knights fent 
to Charles VIII. the fon and fucceflor of Lewis 
XI. to afk permiffion to take Zizim from his do¬ 
minions. At the fame time there arrived an 
ambaflador in France from the Porte, whom* 

Bajazet had feat to theking, Ch,arlesVIII. made t 


a 
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^ '.«f • a fcruple; of gjyjng aufkgape to the ^mbaffjjdqr 
afffehdeW He fent him ,-pfideiti‘tO 
Rjekijl Tfovdnce, from whence he Ihouid declare 
the. objsfty of his mifiioa. BajaZet requfefltfd, 
*fa»ti<-ihis, • brother might he delitofed up tp 
Aim*'OEj at khfti that thekingihonld not permit 
shims to. : go'out of his dominions.: . To give weight 
to.'his vddiiahd, the TurkiQt emperor offered 
fHwifSrY'HIi. '» 1 L *the relicks i that Mahomet his 
^tthcr.had fbitnd, either' at portfisaritinopfe' or in 
any .otheij' part df his empire ind as he was 
at that chape itr war with Egypt, he promifed 
to reftore him Jerufalem and all its territory^, as 
ihon as he fhould be In poffeffipn of it. But the 
French, by this time, were out of conceit with 
erufades, on account of the misfortunes which 
dtofe- indifcreet expeditions had drawn on thi 
whole kingdom. Moreover, Charles VIII. had 
not that fbndriefs 7 for relicks which Lewis XI* 
had Ihewn,. and all thole that came from the 
Greeks were fufpefted, even : by, the moft credia* 
lous,- Bajazct’s amjbaRadof was fent bade with¬ 
out having, obtained any thing, or even been 
admitted to an audience. Charles VIII. permit-, 
ted the knights of Rhodes to conduct their pri¬ 
soner td Rome, on condition of his remaining 
always under their guard, and that the pope 
ijioujd engage not to give up Zizim to any fove- 
reign princej without the participation of the court 
of Franc#. 

Chevalier 
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Chev'alicr Blaflchflfbti(l> become grarfd prior ;df 
Auvergne, was charged with, condu&kig - thi'a 
prince to Italy, who only changed; ptifons. The 
pope impatiently expe&ed him. Notwithstanding 
the 'averlion of. the Italians, for the followers of 
Mahomet, Zizim’s captivity was concealed under, 
the number of honors.that were paid Him, as if'het 
Had been a ! Chriftiao prince. He made his eft try. 
ihto Rofirftej mounted on a fuperb horfeyand fur-: 
rOUrided Hy a numerous retinue. Ah apartment 
Had been prepared;for him in the Vatican. The 
day aftCjr his entrance,'the French amba^dorand) 
the gPSnd prior of Auvergne condoled theprfcfcsf 
to the audience of the pope. The iisptfireigtti 
pontiff, accompanied" "by the' cairdipajis. and .pre¬ 
lates of-his court, received Zizim on his throne* 
This prince faluteid th’epope after the manner qf hid 
nakfon j but, fpite of that entreaties tliat were rwado 
him. by did maflfers of the ceremonies, he would) 
never loiis his feet, nor bend the kaije before him. 
It wals remarked: even, that He afked the.port tiff’s) 
proteflaon, with a dignity that the Itatead prelatobt 
tended, arrogance. . Innocent anfwered him kind¬ 
ly ; and whilff that pontiff lived, the captivity of 
the Turki/h prince Was much. mare, fuppor^ablel 
at firome,. than it had Been.ini; France. Th'e$ 
paid him'great .honors/and gave him as much-, 
liberty al the necoffi£y*.af fecuring his per- 
fan coUld admrt .of. ' But at the death, of Innocent 
VIIJL the culpable Borgia, under the hamerof 

Alexander 
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• Alexander VI. came to difhonor the fee of Saint 
Peter, by all the crimes that placed him in the 
papal throne, and all thofe which he commit¬ 
ted during his pontificate. As every thing was 
yenal at the court of this tyrant, after he had 
trafficked with the ecclefiaftical benefices, difpen- 
fations, and every thing fpiritual, he would alfo 
fell the liberty, even the life of Zizim, who was 
in his power. Alexander took this prince out of 
the hands of the knights of Rhodes, fhut him up 
in the caftle of St. Angelo, and gave advice of it 
to the emperor Bajazet, who agreed to pay the 
pope forty rhoufand ducats a year for keeping, 
him. a prifoner. 

Meanwhile, Charles VIII. king of France, 
was making great preparations, to make good 
the pretenfions of the houfe of Anjou, to the 
crown of Naples, which, by the will of Charles IV. 
of Anjou, had been transferred to Lewis XI. 
The pope, high fovereign of the kingdom, pro¬ 
tected the baftard branch, which occupied the 
throne; but Charles VIII. who contemned the 
pontiff, threatened to have him depofed in a 
council, for the. numerous crimes by which he 
had procured the tiara, and the many which had 
poluted • him fince. They pretended befides, 
that the ambitious Charles VIII. had purchafed 
the right of the Paleologuffes to the eaftern em¬ 
pire, in order to claim it after he fhould be in pof- 
feffion of the kingdom of Naples. In thefe cir- 

cumftancCs, 
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qumflanceS, the vicanof JefusChrlft entered into h c ' H 9 J.' 
a league with the emperor of the Muffulmen a« '—■*—* 
gainft the eldeft fon of the Church. Alexander’ 
difpatched a nuncioTto 'Bajazet, to warn him/ 
that the king :of France was approaching, at the* 
head, of a numerous army, and that ‘ho wanted* 
to .force firltan Zizim.from his hands,'iW’order 
to employ.that prince againft him the*emperor*: 
that the pope was ^tharou^hly deterrhinedao op- 
poie this enterprife, particularly to hindei Charles* 

VIII. from approaching.Rome, .but that hat could 
not carry on fuch an important war, without fuch 
coursji and that he-impatiently expected three 
years of Zizim’s penfion., The pomtiflr.repre¬ 
sented to the:Turkifh.?mperor, that the head: of 
his brother was for the higheft bidder •, he added, 
that- the foudan of ‘Egypt .offered him con- 
fidprable fums for the:ranfom of that prince. 

Bajazet, when he fent the pope, .the money 
demanded, endeavoured to obtain from him the 
murder of his brother. He wrote him: “ Zi- 
‘Vzim, in the bottop of a prifon, does but lan- 
“ guifh ; he is more than half dead - y it would 
« be doing hiim a* kindnefs, to fend him by an 
“ eafy death, to the place where he would enjoy 
« eternal repofe.” This letter concluded with 
offering him three hundred thoufand ducats. 
Whether Alexander wanted to make more money 
of this crime, or that he thought it more advan¬ 
tageous to retain Zizim in fetters, he. let him 
• > Ff live 
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Jg.^live 'till.Charts VIU. being arrived in Italy-, 

^ without'any things withftanding him, obliged 
t-he pope himfdf to feefc his fafdey in tbe caftle 
of St. Angelo; The pontiff was obliged to have 
recourfe to negociation; theienmenfe funns which 
Aiexand^p had ravilhed from Ghriftendom. fepved 
tp palliate,hia Crimea; he gained over all the 
miniftera and favorites of Charles VIII. and pro- 
mifed to adhere inviolably to the party of the 
king of France, whom he was firmly relplved to 
abandon as foon as he Ihould be out of his hands. 
At length, a cardinal’s hat for Brifonnet the 
minifter, and the perfon of Zizim, whom the pope 
delivered to Charles VIII. were the feaLof the 
treaty canduded in 1495. But the fdvereign 
pontiff cbnfidering himfelf bound in confcience 
to keep his word with the emperor of the Turks, 
caufed his unfortunate brother to be poifoned, a 
few days after the French king, who was anxious to 
get poffefiion of Naples, had brought that prince 
to Terracina. Cardinal Borgia, fince duke of 
Valentinois, a baftard of the pope, whom Charles 
VIII. had; taken with him as a hoftage, fled, 
through, favor of the darknefe, the fame night 
that this outrage was committed. It was fup- 
pofcd> that he had been the worthy inftrument of 
the policy of his father.* ' 

This 

* This pontiff, t( of all bad meh the worfV* after having been guilty 
gf every crime* met with the end which he fo juftly meriua. He declaft* 
himfelfj as pope, not only the heir of rij* cardinals, but likewife of every 

yiela5« 
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:. Thisihafipy. event For Bajazet encouraged him 
to declare war againft the Venetians. The dif- 
ficnltiriicrf commerce, always fubfifting between 
shofei tiro!< powers, were a pretext for arming. 

Hie rVenptiaJi|,. who ibelieved theitffelves rfiore 
powerful by fea thaartfoe Turks* did not 4 ec&tre 
the contefh i Tfae’ftikan fitted out a'«owftde#&bte 
fleet. ’I The republic,- informed of thfwfe prfcpa- 
rat*6ns,i which coaid hardly regard any one but 
them, armed on dreije-iide, notwkhftattdmg the 
affurances given their>ambaffador^by 1 Ae viziers, 
that the ancient .treides with them* ehfored a 
conftant peace. But- Bajazet’s refufal to flgn 
anew sthefe treaties',' tranflated fiwri the Italian 
into the Ottomah language,’ informed the am- 
hafladar, how iitete the Venetians had tO : deptftid 
on,'thorite; And indeed it is a common opinion 
among; chfcMuflMmen, that they are not obliged 
to keep itheir words?, hot even their baths, unlefs 
us. JO y'.i' tc> Lj.F fffi «\v." in-; thefe 

>n: iL iia'v" 

prelate [vKo fliould 4fe at IJ-onfiei. Alexander, and bisfpn.Ciefer ilprgia, 
having takei| an eradt account of the fortunes of thefe- deplorable vidtims, 
ftibdrtlWd do poifon the richdft of them. ' Not daring to invite them to the 
Vatican, fdrftaadf giving 'aUaTpidloit, they prSpatod' an entertainment in 
the^ country houfe of cardinal Adrian Cornetto, and took carle to mix among 
ieveral bottles of the belt Italian wine, a bottle empoifoned. The fervant 
tel wftom they had torifided this horrible fectet being ubfent wRen'thb pope 
,yjd Qafar arrived, and they wearing fome tefrpftttient, he, who.fappdjed 
his place, fell by chance on the empoifoned bottle, The ^ffedt was fudden 
and dreadful. The pope fell dangeroufiy ill the fame evening, and died at 
the end of. eight <jays a prey to grief and remorft. Though-Caefar, by the 
vigour jof btsage, and an antidote taken inttae^ia^y, farypdr his lily ; he 
remained for a long time in a Hate of imbecility and languifliment infinitely 
wwfe than death itfelf. TranJIator. - 
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+ 55 ;-theft engagements bd writtenvin; thtdr^inative 
vVrv??-» .tongue. n'j finisga •; .v.- mb-;;. u) 

the repub- ^he two filets, were ready:nearly at-the • Tamt 
lie of ve- time. That of the Turka .was compofitd »£itwo 
j.c. i ;oo.J] undre-d 'and fifty fail. >tThe .emperory;whesefid 
Heg ‘ 9 ° 5 ‘-not likerthfc fea, gave the command of Itftirfleqt 
to’ his vizier Muftapha, and went himfelfrbjDkuitl 
-alppg the : Morea* The Verietians, whOfe. fleet 
.was compofed only of forty ifixgallejray. fifty large 
vefiels,; and forty lefs ones;: were not intimidated 
,by;,the inferiorUy of thcir^&umben. .^Admiral 
beat the Gtimini, who commanded them, fought :ta en- 
by7ca,‘and ; gage:■ he fooo.'met the enemy; thercombat 
town'of i commenced with, ail theadvantage which fupe- 
Lepanto. r i or manoeuvres always, give the. ChrLftiahs over 
. the Turks; But when Grimaini rhoughthirfifelf 
i certain of the victory, theTwrksdifoh^gedwfltofcor 
I©f jinfiarneckarrowS, wHielr-fet fire to the:fads and 
£ cordage ; the fire prefentiy produced coffufion; 
Garimani was either frigftted or badly obeyed; 
in an inftant fortune and victory changed; the 
-Venetian fleet Was burnfrordifperled, and a great 
' number of Tailors, in. precipitating themfelyes 
, from the inflamed veffels, met death in th&waves 
'which they had endeavoured to fhun. ,lUH Tlie 
Turks, vanquishers, haftened to improve their 
advantage; they undertook the fiege of Lepanto 
' by land’and fea, and, in a few days, made them- 
, felves. mafters .of that important place.- b»The 
Venetians, afipamed of their defeat, ‘preffed their 

admiral 
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abmirahto return & thecorhbat fome days "after, 

Vi tb -V hat veffels he had been able; to gathef » 
together. But whether Grimam’s Beet was to® 
rtibih .damaged: to give, him hopes "of Seating 
-a^i&ofliioasf enepiy, or t that heovahted abilities or 
courage, he refolved to return, to .Venice, where 
Th&srefeTitmenr-’ of his fellow citizens' attended 
,him* 1 j ofitj. ,....«’ { 33 s,V- 4 q 'ail s:u -n> 

‘ 'the ^enateldetnanded of! him. mac- 

count of a condu&y-which ce^ryi jibe : termed 
-cowardice.- Grimani appeared foefobo .the grand 
•cbu»i<dl (’tis thus they 1 term- at Venice the general 
afierhbfy'of all title nobles in whom i9 the ibvq- 
wthttfity)y Ir-was convoked, teft'thecul- 
•fl&rteifeatjM: find-’ favor frob a too dmall. number 
of>Judges^ Thd ififeVal: was cohduffcfed"into this 
:auguft ' aflenfitdyvdlfidded with diking .which his 
fon^ a cardinal^ fuftained forhji» : tovleflen ri their 
-weight. Several: were/ for- 'p ut ting' him. to. death, 

< though Grimani had lent .Co f the .republic, a large 
ciwca of:i.money, withqut in t ere ft, to fit out. this 
iiiubdjfteet 'which -heihiad made>fitchtdJaadufjp of, 

At, length, by thel plurality of .voices,, he was 
• ftrippeft of the.digifitiesof admiral and procurator 
of St. Mark’s, and barufhed,.far.the remainder of 
his days, to the ifie. of Cherfo. Trevifano.fuc- 
ceeded the unfortunate Grimani'as admiral, 
v j.'f THe news foon’arrived of the Turks’ having Taking «£ 
..bflfisged Modqn by Ibid andfea... The Venetian 
Beet left Zante and! failed to fuccour the be- 
; : fieged. 
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^•'S^'fieged, Trevifano difpatched a felucca, whichi 
fey favor of the night, palled acrofs the fleet of 
the enemy, to warn the inhabitants of Modon, 
that they, were coming to their fuccour. Five 
galleys in good condition, equipped with excel- 
lent crews of flares, and loaded with provifions* 
carried thefe fuccours. The Turks prepared*© 
difpute the paflage; but, fpite of their efforts, 
what had been always feen before, happened 
then; thefe five galleys eroded the enemy’s fleet, 
and entered the port of Modon. The foldiers 
and citizens, overcome with joy, ran towards the 
port, to enjoy the fight of this unexpeCtedfuc- 
cour; but this happy event was precifely th? 
caufe of. the loft of the place; they imprudently 
abandoned their walls: whilft the foldiers, gone 
from their pofls, were indulging themfdves in 
an indifcrcet joy, the Tories mounted to the af- 
fault by four places that were not defended, and 
the befieged learned that the town was furprifed, 
in the moment when every one was crying it.was 
impregnable;: Some foldiers attempted to defend 
themfdves in the ftrongeft places; but the princi¬ 
pal avenues being gained by the enemy, they were 
foon obliged to yield to number. The Turks re- 
flgned themfdves to cruelty, more than they would 
-elfe probably, becaufe they had been humbled by 
the disadvantage of their fleet. Though they 
found immenfe riches in Modon, it did not ftop 

Co™? of their barbarity. After a horrible carnage, Muf- 

tapha 
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tapha removed his fleet to Coron, and menaced 
that town with the fame fate. The recent ex- *—v—» 
Sample forded the citizens to furrender without 
ftriking a blow, notwithftanding the refiftance 
of the Venetian governor, who endeavoured to 
preferve the town. They bound him in his 
lodgings, whilft the citizens made the capitulation 
with Muftapha. Meanwhile, a Turkilh army- 
ravaged Friuli, and committed all the horrors J?^*- 
of war, which neceffity cannot authorife. The v™ 1 * 
Venetian garrifons only offered rpore yiftims to 
the conqueror. The janiffaries, who had not an 
opportunity of felling their Haves, unmercifully 
fnaflacred every one that fell in their way, with¬ 
out being moved by prayers or weaknefs. Ad¬ 
miral Trevifano, who had efcaped from the ene¬ 
my’s fword, died with grief at the fight of the 
difbrders which he was unable to prevent. The 
Turks did not ftop in this ruined country, which 
felt the effects of the {laughter a long time. They Taking &r 
went and took Durazzo, which they retained. 

The Venetians, overwhelmed with this ex- 
penfive and bloody war, were beginning to fear Heg ' 9064 
the worft, when they met with Gonzalo de 
Cordova, who had juft taken pofieilion of the 
kingdom of Naples, in the name of Ferdinand 
the Catholic his matter. This Spaniard, fojuftly 
furhamed the Great Captain, joined thirty fail. 

His fortune, and talents, to the fluttered forces of 
rhe Venetians 5 he purfued, with them, the ene- 
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j.c.1561: m y> s fleet as far as the mouth of the Hcilefoont, 
and took thirty galleys -from the Turks then 
returning the. fame way, he took the ifles of 
Egion and Gcfalonia. He,wag going, to taka the 
ifle of Lefbos in the fame manner, when Baja?et, 
feeing it was different to fight Gonzalo and the 
Venetian admirals, propofedpeace to this repub¬ 
lic, which defired it as much as hedid. Thefe 
two ilates were heceffary to each .other. , The 
Venetians, at that time factors to three parts of 
the woddy tranfported all the merchandife, which 
they purthafed of every nation. The Turks* 
rich by the extent and fertility of their different 
climates, furnHbed unwrought materials,, which 
they knew not how to manufacture, and received 
in exchange the fruit and induftry of the Franks. 
Wool, perfumes, and fkinsj, were at that time the 
principal objects of commerce. ' Th® Turks had 
deftroyed the induftry of the Greeks by their 
defpotifm, and the only ufe they could make of 
thefe things, was to fell them to the Chriftians, who 
hrought them, in return, fluffs, cloaks, and com- 
politions, which no one knew how to make amorig 
them, or durft if he had. .Thus, when the arms 
of the Turks Caufed them to be dreaded through-, 
out the world-, the neceffartes: of life fubje&ed 
them to the induftry of the weakeft, and con¬ 
joined thefe. haughty people to, avqw, at 
fev their, conduift,'. btiwmqcU.ihduftry ha? the real 
•^dvantage over .-force and oyrnfeef., .The Vene¬ 
tian 
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tians reftored fome places to tire- Tdrks in A 1 - h c - 1 s°'- 
bania. In other refpefbs, each retained his con- nr— » 
qoefts. - A treaty was figned in the Turkifh Ian? 
gunge, by which the two nations mutually agreed 
to permit the liberty of commerce, and a Vene¬ 
tian confiil* was eftablifhed at Conftantinople. 

Bajazet flattered himfelf with enjoying a pro¬ 
found peace.- The- weaknels of- his- charaAer 
made him defire it- rather than chefove of humar- 
■ nijy* of which the Turks at that time had very 
Httle. The repofe which the monarch procured 
thefe people, was for them, only an occa&ott to 
commit diford ers. Whilft Bajarer wasrefigtiing 
himfelf to pleafures which he had' ever loved’ 
more than war, the feraglio wasfuddfenly alarmed Seheluri . 
by news whieh prefentfy called forth the great'^' s f n rea ' 
officers of the empire, lulled afleep by the fldb of arms ‘ 
their mafter. A dervis, who, durHig^a- long rd- 
treat and profound meditations, had hourifhed' 
ambitious projedts, full-of the defire of forming a 
new fed, conceived the defign of maintaining in 
Turkey the opinion of the Fattmite caliphs, em¬ 
braced by the Perfians, who acknowledge Ali for 
the-immediate fucceflbt of Mahomet. One could’ 
not give credit to- this opinion, without contra- 
dicing the Sunna, a book-of traditions the moft 
refpefted among the Ottomans, after the Alco¬ 
ran* becaufe-it nominates Abubeker, Omar, and 
Othman*, firft fiiccefibrs of the prophet* aridpre- 
tJecefTors of his fon-in-law AH; ; This-dervis, 

G g called 
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called Scheitankuli, was willing to render, his new 
do&rine more interefting, by embellifhing it with 
feveral other new opinions. He preached, for 
example, that the Alcoran Was. from all eternity 
with God > and proved it by the fame reafons as 
were alledged before the caliph Almamon. 

Scheitankuli authprifed his million by a refi- 
dence of ten years in a cavern in Natolia, near a 
town called Becbazar, where he affe&ed, in pre¬ 
fence of the .multitude, an outward aufterity. 
The reputation of his fan&ity being well efta- 
blilhed, he affembled foldiers j (for the Mufful* 
men know no other way of preaching than fword 
in hand, and believe that every envoy from God 
ought to reign in his name on earth j) having 
entered, by Open force, one market day, into a 
town called Antalia, he preached in the public 
fquare. . His enthufiafm entered the hearts of all 
thofe who heard him, and the effeft of the fermon 
was, to feize on the cadi, quarter him, and place one 
of the quarters on each of thefour gates of the town. 
Scheitankuli went from thence and feized on 
Kutaia, the capital of the province i the people, 
fond of novelty, opened their gates, fpite of the 
bafhaw, whom their enthufiafm led them to em¬ 
pale in the public fquare, for having dared treat 
him as an impoftor. 

2 tsa°g«at Korcut, the fon of the emperor, who had for- 
minydif- me rly reigned in hjs name, and was now at 
N.toiia, & Magnefia as bafhaw of that place, endeavoured 

cue. t9 
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tdr oppofe this rebel, whofe foldiers, badly difci- j.c.1510.; 
plined, had all that ardour which fartaririfm 
fpires. The young prince had but very few janiffa- 
ries j the troops which he gathered in haflej were 
not better trained than thofe of the hovator, and’ 
were much lefs experienced. t Korcut was beaten^ 
and thought himfelf very happy to fave his head 
from the fword of this ianguinary fanatic. He in¬ 
formed his father of this ill fuccefs, which it was 
high time to put a flop to. 1 Nbtwitliftkndirig^ 
fome fuccefs which Bajazet’s generals had had 
under his eyes, he was thoroughly tired bf war. J 
Though the circumftances were painted to him as 
preffing, they could not prevail oh this prince to 
arm for the defence of his throne.He fent his 
vizier Ali, the fuccelfor of Muftaph*, to Natblia/Theempe- 
at the head of an army, but the guard which‘In r a™y’ a - 
watched around his feraglio at Conftantinople, eamfthim ' 
could not fecure him from danger* As he was One 

i r 1 - . emiflaries 

going to the molque, a dervis, an ermfTary of “devours 
bcheitankuh s, alked alms of him ; the emperofn^e B»j»- 
{looped to give him fomething, when the traitor 
{tabbed him in the bread with a,poniard, and it was 
a long time before the wound Was healed. Since 
this event, all thofe, who are neither member's of 
the divan nor officers of the fefaglio, never ap¬ 
proach the emperor of the Turks, without two 
chiaus’ holding them by the arms. 

The pretended prophet, as crafty and ambitious 
as Mahomet had been, had not the fame talents 
G g 2 for 
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war,- Some regular* difciplined troops, (bon 
M 'y* dilpprfed this -croud of enthufiafts, terrible to 
tua'i^dc- men without arms, but who, having no notion of 
the art of war, were more capable of maflacring 
^fcd f He t ^ iafl fighting. Ali bafliaw vanquilhed them in a 
p“fil nt<> Pithed battle, and re-topk all the places of which 
the -rebels had pofiefied themfelves, as eafily a* 
they had taken them. Scheitankuli comprehend* 
ed, that arms would not be fo favorable to him as 
he had fluttered himfelf. He renounced the 
ehara^er of conqueror, and, concealing his re¬ 
treat, even from his deareft difciples, he fled into, 
Perfia tq the king, whqfe opinion on the fucceflion 
9f Ali was the fame as he had preached. This 
man is regarded, if not as the author, at leaft as 
the' reftorer of the Perfian fchiftn, and as their 
third prpphet. It is not then foreign to our fub- 
je< 3 ;, to give a particular account of his fuccefs in 
that kingdom, and lefs fo, as he was the caufe of 
that inveterate hatred which, ftill divides the Ot¬ 
tomans and Perfians; 

He obtains Scheitankuli was not ignorant that llhmael, 
deh«°of king of perfia, believed the dogmas of the fuccef-% 
and, by fipn of Ali* He went to lheltar himfelf at the 
nikmin, court of that prince, as a martyr of this pretended 
ate«^ns truth* The falfe prophet had acquired in his re- 
i.” the “u treat, more learning than is commonly found 
“Sate among the Muflulnaejp. He had fome know- 
by°d 1 e ed ^ e ^g e of the mathematics, and particularly of 
Ferfiant. judicial allrology, which was greatly efteemed in 

that 
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that century and country* King Mntaael* cap-^e»isio. 
tivated with the eloquence, doftrine^ and erudi- 
X;ion of this extraordinary man, ineni fired him 
with the education of the princes his children, 
and fubmitted his own faith to the reveries of the 

% i 

pretended prophet. Ail the Ferfians were not, 
like their matter of the fe£t of Aik ’Till then,' 
the king had tolerated the different opinions j 
all profefied dflamifm j but every one explained 
the Alcoran his own way, and peace reigned in 
Perfia, bccaufe no perfon had undertaken to ex¬ 
plain what was not intelligible to any one.-- 
Scheitankuli, more powerful in Perfia than he 
had ever been in Turkey, fince he had fubjugatecj 
the king, ufed this new power with more addrefk 
than in the Ottoman empire, but with ftiil more 
eruelty. He raifed no more armies, which he 
knew not how to conduct, but inculcated his 
•pinioiis into a credulous, fanguinary foul j and, 
employing this great argument of Mahomet, 
that fire and fword are the ftrongeft inftruments 
•f truth, he prevailed on Ilhmael to banifh all 
thofe who would not fubferibe to the new dog¬ 
mas. One of the moft important was, to know 
if Mahomet required them to walh their feet 
every morning with water, or if it were fufficient 
to rub them with the hand without wetting them. 

The Turks and Perfians had always made ufe of 
water in this cuftom. The novator would have 
them only wipe their feet, This proceeding, 

and 
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j.c. ijioi an d feveral others of the fame kind, caufed a 

Hcg. ji6. 

v—v—» great number of Muffulmen to revolt. As every 
one who complained was punilhed with death,' 
the number of executions obliged a great many 
fubjedls to leave Perfia. Ilhmael, affrighted at r 
this defertion, prefumed to eomplain of it to his 
prophet, who : offered, in order to retain the 
people under his law, to manifeft, by miracles* 
the authenticity of his million. For feveral days 
Scheitankuli carried his Haves to a wood conti¬ 
guous to the palace of Ifpahan. He made the 
youngeft. of the princes, who was particularly 
fohd of his preceptor, take notice of an old plane 
tree, which he recommended him to point out to 
the king his father when it ihould be proper 
time. As they particularly reproached Scheitan¬ 
kuli with altering the text of the Alcoran, under 
pretence of explaining ir, the falfe prophet faid to 
the king, that he would prove to the whole uni-‘ 
verfe, that he alone was capable of expounding: 
this facred book. An affembly of the people was 
fummoned in the wood which we have juft fpoken 
of. Scheitankuli defired the king to order the 
youngeft of his fons, to choofe what tree in the 
wood he liked. The child, well inftru&ed, fixed 
on the fame that he had agreed on with his maf- 
ter. The impoftor then prefented to the prince 
and people a book, which contained the Alcoran 
exa&ly according to the text another, the leaves 
of which were all blank; and a third, in which 

the 
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the Alcoran was written with the alterations that 
Scheitankuli had thought neteffary, and which ho '—r** 
pretended was the real text of Mahomet. The 
young, prince placed the ancient Alcoran and the 
l?lank book in the trunk of the tree. Scheitankuli’ 
had the trunk.clofed up with bands of iron, fealed 
it with , the feal of the kingdom,' and declared* 
that, in forty days, God would manifeft in the. 
fame place, his will, his law, and his prophet. 

He returned to. the palace, holding, in his hand 
that of the three books which he had corrected. 
Rimfelf. during this ihterval of forty days, the 
hypocrite affetted to go often ,-under this plane 
tree, and addrefs fervent prayers to God. The 
time being arrived when the miracle was to be 
fulfilled, all the people .flocked around the plane 
tree. Scheitankuli recommenced his prayers with 
more fervency than ever * after which, afluming 
the voice of infpiration, he ordered the tree to be 
opened. The little Perfian prince, who had 
placed the two books in the trunk of this plane, 
took two from it in the fame form, of which the 
one, faid to be the ancient Alcoran, was rafed and 
interlined in all the places that the pretended 
prophet had thought ought to be changed, and:. 
the other, which was believed to be the blank 
book, was a faithful copy, without a rafure, of 
this .new, Alcoran, which he wanted to have re- 
Cfjved.., The people, fafcinated, without inforra- : 
ing.themfelves if the plane had not been opened 
to during' 
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during the night, or the two books, fhut up irt 
the trunk forty days before, were not ftill there, 
cried a miracle. They all pr-oftrated thcmfelves 
before theprecended prophet. Every one named 
him the feeoiid Mahomet, and, according to the 
principles of the Mahometan law, vowed eternal 
war and hatred againft all thofe who fhould not 
think as they did. The prophet ordered, that the 
tree, which, had ferved to manifeft his million, 
fhould be burnt, which was executed imme¬ 
diately. It was effential to convey from eyes- 
which might be lefs credulous, the examination 
ofa matter foeafy to-unfold. From this day th© 
Perfxans gave Scheitankuli the- name of fophi, 
which fignifies, in Perfian, a man clothed i« 
woollen, or a friar, ‘ Though this impoftor was 
not king, he reigned under the name of king 
Ifhmael. This prince was only the inftrument 
of the will of his prophet, and the name of fophi 
was fo refpe&ed in Perfia, that Ilhmael’s fuccef- 
fbrs have always borne-it fine© the death of Schei¬ 
tankuli. This fortunate impoftor infpired th<± 
Perfxans with the hatred that he had- for the 
Turks. We know how much the Mahometan 
religion alienates its difciples from all thofe*who 
profefs another belief: it-arms them ftill infinitely 
more againft thofe who, have raifed up fe£ts in-its 
bofom. Scheitankuli fo profited by this want of 
toleration to incenfe the two nations againft one 
another, that, in war, a- Mpffulman, who thinks 

of 
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of offering a facrifice to God by killing a ChriC- 
tian enemy, believes firmly, if he be'a Turk, *—**—■ 1 
that the head of a Perfian, or if he be a Perfian, 
that the head of a Turk, is as agreeable to God, 
as that of feventy Chriftians. The two nations 
equally anathematife the Alcoran which the other 
nation adopts. When one of the monarchs fends 
ambafladors to the other, he does not fail of 
placing among the number of prefents a copy, 
magnificently bound,, of the Alcoran, agreeable 
to the leffon which he believes orthodox. Ana 
' when the amibaffador offers the prince this book 
with all the other prefents, the monarch kiffes 
refpettfully another copy of his law, which care 
has been taken to put under his eyes, and leaves 
the book offered, on the fteps of his throne. 

. Whiift thefe, violent fits of fanaticifm were 
giving Perfia a new face, Bajazet lived at Con** 
ftantinople in full repofe, if a life of effeminacy 
and voluptuoufnefs may be fo called, the excels 
of which Ijad brought anumber of diforders on him. 

He was affii&ed with the gout; his torments 
fyggefted to him the defire pf infrufting one of 
his fons with the cares of government, which 
■yyere too much for his imbecility. This monarch B,j a2rt 
had had eight fons,. three of which died in child- of hi, fonj 
hood. He had diftributed fangiacates or go- “ b d e e ^ 
yernments to the five others. Thefe princes 
Jived at a diftance from their fovereign, but in a 
Ittuch greatej: dependance than the other ba- 

Hh fliaws. 



«34* 


HISTORY of the OTTOMANS. 


j.c.1510. fhaws; It coll: two of them their lives. Atfiaa 

Heg« 9*6. - ™ 

*—v—» and Mahomet, for having confidered themfelveg 
matters of the* countries intruded to them by 
their father! Atfian was ftrangled by order of 
the. emperor, for a diibbedience, of which hiftory 
does not, give the circumftances. As to Maho¬ 
met, his crime was not fo evident as that of his 
brother, but his charafier eaufed him to be looked 
upon as more dangerous, for Bajazet did not dare 
put him to death but in fecrec. This prince had 
travelled in difguife and vifited all his brothers, 
even the court of his father, where he had fuc- 
teeded to fpeak to the fultan without the latter’s 
difcovering him to be his fon.' He had intro¬ 
duced himfelf into all the odas of ‘the janiflaries, 
and had had fecret conferences with their chiefs; 
He had vifited all the principal towns of the em¬ 
pire, always under a difguife which rendered it 
eafy for him to make what obfervations he pleafed. 
At length, his conduct announcing ambitious 
views, and a defire of inftru filing himfelf, always 
fofpefied at the court of defpotic princes, Bajazet 
ordered a fecretary to poifon him; and, as if he 
-would remove from himfelf the fiifpicion of the 
Crime/he deftroyed the ihftrument which he had 
made ufe of. Mahomet was interred, by order 
■fcf the fultan, 1 in the tomb of the emperors, and his 
affafiin was thrown into the fea in a leather fack. 

Achmet, his eldeft fon, was that which he 
loved the belt of the three that remained, becaufe 

he 
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he was not formed for war, but led a retired life, 
and though, according to law, the fceptre be- «—■v— * 
lodged to'him. after Bajaziet, he had never fhewn 
any impatience to^ reign* The emperdr thought TMj P ri»« 
to free himfelf from the cares of the throne, by abdicate in 
placing his fon on it, and preferring the fame aXo^ 
power with the conveniency of refigning himfelf ftn. dde * 
to his pleasures, particularly to his paffion for 
.wine, whichi caufed much fcandai among the true 
Muffulraen, and which Up fhould be better able 
to conceal. The bafbaws and janiffaries, who 
were impatient at the repofe in .which Bajazet 
had left them for ten years, would with pleafure 
have feen him ceafe to be their mafteri if he had 
not chofen Achmet for his fucceffor. They faid 
there would be Hill lets ijpoils and Iefs tiinars to 
hope for under this prince, than Bajazet j. that the 
glory of the Ottoman''arms would be ioon tar- 
nifhed, and that they fhould forget how to fight 
under a prince, who loved repofe, more than his 
anceftors had loved canquefts. As foon as the 
approaching abdi cation of the fultan was rumoured 
abroad, the chiefs of the. janiffaries went to the 
future emperor^ torequeftof him an augmentation 
of pay. The prince anfwercd, that thofe, who™*^* 
worked lefs than ever, ought not to^xped to w sdim 

* for erupe- 

have their falary augmented j that, as fees was not “55 who 

J 0 _ raifes an 

- preparing for very bloody wars, he had no in- army, 
tendon of paying them dearer than his anceftors gamft h; 3 

, father,'and 

hid, This tmpruikiJit anfwer offended *nen who. u beaten. 

, . H h 2- knew 
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• knew no other glory than that of fhedding blood. 
They were near infulting Achmet, and from 
that inftant they decided between themfelves, 
; that he ihould never be emperor. It remained 
for them to choofe between the two other fons 
of Bajazet; for the refpeft of the Ottomans for 
the blood of their matters, is, as we have faid, a 
point of religion; but they have often taken upon 
them to place on the throne, him of the Ottoman 
race whom they thought moft worthy of reign¬ 
ing. The janittfaries fent to Trebizond the fen- 
berekchi bakchi, or fuperintendent of the engines, 
to found Selim, the youngeft of Bajazet’s fons. 

The delegate of the malecontents found in this 
prince all the ambition and complaifance that 
the janiflaries could with. The example of his 
brothers had prevented him ’till thert from un¬ 
dertaking any thing by himfelf; but he only 
wanted an occafion, and did not fail of feizing 
it. Selim patted the Bofphorus, and advanced, 
at the head of twenty thoufand men whom he 
had gathered together, as far as Adrianople, in 
hopes that thofe, whacaufed him to aft, would 
join him. He cloaked this march under the 
pretext of going to fee his father* which, among 
the MufiTulmen, is a facred duty, and the moft 
meritorious, after the pilgrimage of Mecca. 
The fultan, fulpe&ing the truth, fent word to his 
fon, that he would excufe his rendering him this 
religious devoir at the head of an army* but 

feeing 
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feeing that the prince marched towards Con- J-c- 
ftantinople, though the janiffaries did not feem v—» 

to think of joining him, he thought it high time 
to ftop his fon. We know not how it was, that 
the revolt did not then break out; it is certain 
that Bajazet oppofed the enterprifes of Selim 
with thefe fame janiffaries who would not have 
Achmet for their emperor. Perhaps thofe, who 
entered into this confpiracy, were not yet fuf- 
ficiently fure of the foldiers. Be that as it may. 

The fultan met his fon at a village called Ogris near 
Tehorlo: -he commanded an army fuperior in 
number and courage. Selim was foon defeated? 
his father did not purfue him, and the prince 
retired to Varna with the broken remains of his 
army. We don't well know if this facility of 
faving his head from the chaftifement that he 
merited, was owing to the clemency of Bajazet, 
or the love of the troops who refufed to purfue 
him. It is certain, that the emperor had pu- 
niflied two other fons with more feverity for Ids 
crimes. 

The Revolt of Selim, and the trouble that 
the fultan had been obliged to take to reprefs 
him, confirmed Bajazet in his refolution of ab¬ 
dicating the throne in favor of Achmet. But 
that timid prince preferred the repofe of his 
feraglio, to the dangerous honor of governing a 
ferocious people, who "made themfelves formi¬ 
dable 
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J-c.iju.dabfe tt> their matters whenever they were at a 

Htg. 917. 4 

v-v—* lof| to employ them againft their enemies. Ach* 
met, on his return to his fengiacate, wrote to ' 
The fultan, who preffed him to return to Conftan- 
tinople, that, fince the janiflaries would not have 
him, he, in his turn, would not be their matter 
againft their content. Korcut, Bajazet’s fecond 
fon, apparently ought to inherit the rights re- 
ligned by his brother; he had formerly governed, 
the empire in the name of his father, and the 
Ottomans feemingly fhould have adopted btnp, 
rather than his brothers whom they did not 
know. He left Magnefia to come to Conftan- 
tinople and claim this magnificent heritage ; but 
fince Achmet had refufed the fceptre, the grant! 
vizier, Muftapha, perfuaded Bajazet, that he 
alone could fupport it in his hands. The em¬ 
peror therefore no longer thought of abdicating. 
But the people and the janiflaries, who always 
look upon the words of the fovereign as facted, 
and who moreover did not love Bajazet, remem¬ 
bered that he had announced his refignation, and 
were fo daring as to demand it aloud around the 
feraglio, and in all the ftrcets of Conftarttinople. 
The vizier could think of no other way to revoke 
what appeared to be irrevocable, than having 
the emperor folicited by all the balhaws who 
compofed the divan, to remain on his throne. 
The viziers, feralkiers, and balhaws of the ban 


or- 
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or three, tails,* confented to what the grand 
vizier required of them 5 but the cries of the *—<r— * 
janiffaries, and even of the people, cooled the 
zeal of thefe courtiers, who never durft publilh 
their proceeding, and who even denied it when 
they were reproached with it. Korcut did not 
pleafe the troops better than his brother Achmetj 
they would have Selim, who, all vanquilhed as 
he had been, appeared to them brave, enter¬ 
prising, and made for conquefts. The fenberekchi The janir- 
bakchi fet out for CafFa in Crimea, where Selim Selim to 
had retired on leaving Varna •, he again prefled efforts, 
the prince to come and put himfdf at the head ings of 
of the troops, all ready to place him on thethen.me’' 
throne and to maintain him thereon. Selim, purpoli! ’. 
taught by misfortuune, would not trull to this 
■firft felicitation ; he declared he would not again 
cxpofe his enterprife and head to the hazard of a 
battle, and be combated by thofe who had pro- 
mifed him their afliftance,; that, in confequence, 
he Ihould not appear in the environs of. Canftan- 
tindple, ’till he, were fere, not only of all the 
janiffaries quartered in the city, but even of all 

the 


* All theft titles are nearly the fame. The rank of bafhaw of three tails 
giyes entrance to the diyan. The %alkiers are bafhaws of three tails. The 
beglerbeg is a bafhaw of .two tails, and he commands, not only the army 
where he is, but the troops that may be in the fame province, commanded 
f>y other hafhaws fubordinate to him. There are but two ferafkiers, the one 
of Alta, (he other of Europe. This title, which gives likewife fuperiority 
orer all the troops, has no fitnftlon but when the emperor pleafes. The 
.%ljhaws of .two and one tail are net.admitted into the diran. 
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jjC.15n.jhe garrifons in the European dominior\s. This 
v—' negociation took up much' time* which Bajazet 
'and his vizier might have turned to advantage; 
but they thought themfelves fo fure that Selim, 
weakened, would never think of repairing his 
Ioffes, that they feemed only occupied about 
Korcut, whofe underhand proceedings fatigued 
the minifter, though the janiffaries did not appear 
to relifti him. At length Muftapha found means 
to fend this ambitious, timid being to his fan- 
giacate, either by demonftrating to him the fatal 
icdnfequences of a too great earrieftnefs to reign, 
or promifing that he fliolild one day be preferred 
to his brothers. . 

jc.ijjt. Korcut was hardly gone, when they learned 
* leg- 9 ’ 8, that Selim was arrived, ftill under the pious pre- 
«Ttsbefore text of paying his refpedts to his father. He had 
*inopie,at brought no troops from Tartary; but all thofe 

the head of . . .... . . 

the Euro- -of the European governments joined his ftandard. 
troops. Thefe news caufed the greateft joy in the city, 
/ariesjobi * and the greateft confirmation in the feraglio. 
Jwu, janiffaries _of Gonftantinople marched in 

arms to the camp of Selim, leaving Bajazet 
under the guard of the boftangis. The people 
exclaimed in the ftreets, that the glory of the 
empire was going to revive, whilft Bajazet and 
his divan were chilling with terror. This prince 
faw, that all reliftance was ufelefs; he fent his 
ylziev to confer with his rebellious fon. The mi- 
.xifter tried to move the heart of Selim, by afking 

hid), 
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him, if he would have the fceptre or the life of 
his father. The prince anfwered refpeftfully in '—«—• 
appearance $ he affined him, that he did not jJj 
want to reign j that he was come, only to t , hrone,a ? d 
talk with the emperor on the prefent go- h t is D ^ reac 
vernment, the luxury and indolence of which tic*, 
appeared to him condemnable j and to hear the 
complaints of thefe brave janiffaries who pined 
with impatience and grief to fee the neighbours 
of the Ottoman empire become powerful by its 
weaknefs j that the fophi of Perfx'a and the foudan 
of Egypt feized at their pleafure the places bor¬ 
dering on their dominions, whilft the valour of 
the Ottoman troops, and the conquefts of Ma¬ 
homet II. feemed to order his fucceffor to con¬ 
quer, in his turn, both Egypt and Perfia; that 
the military fpirit of the nation was on the de¬ 
cline } that it would even affeft good order, and 
that Bajazet was not in fafety on his throne. 

Selim refufed to give the vizier any other ex¬ 
planation ; he fent him back to Bajazet, more 
alarmed than ever. 

The fultan, feeing his fon, the people, and the 
army, all againft him at the fame time, thought 
only of refigning the fceptre, which fo long had 
fatigued his hands. A dream, which he had in 
the midft of thefe contefts, in which he fancied 
he faw the officers of the feraglio (trip him of 
the royal ornaments to inveft his fon with them, 
appeared to this weak prince an order from 

I i Heaven. 
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Heels' Heaven. As he could not choofe his fucceffor, 

1 —■—■ » he endeavoured to reconcile himfelf to him who 
became fo againft his will: he fent to Selim to 
fay, that, fince he thought himfelf more capable 
than his father of maintaining the glory of the 
Ottoman name, he was ready to furrender the 
empire to him. He demanded, only .permiffion 
to retire to Didimotica with a conliderable pen- 
fion, and to carry with him thofe whom he Ihould 
choofe for companions of his retreat. Selim 
did not expeCt fo little refiftance; he entered 
Conftantinople with a numerous guard; and 
when he had taken poffeflion of all the pofts, he 
humbly prefented himfelf before him. whom he 
had juft dethroned; he propofed to him even to 
remain in the feraglio with his court and wives, 
whilft he, Selim, fhould inhabit the old feraglio. 
The fultan replied, that the fame fcabbard could 
not contain two fwords; and he prepared for his 
retreat, with as much more hafte, as he was im¬ 
portuned by the reiterated cries of the people 
and foldiers, who wifhed glory and long life to 
the emperor Selim. 

Bajazet wilhed to leave Conftantinople before 
his fon was proclaimed emperor. Selim ac¬ 
companied his father two leagues, converfing 
with him on the affairs of the empire. When 
they were arrived at the place of feparation, 
Selim fell on his knees to Bajazet, alked his be¬ 
nediction, and paid him, for the laft time, the 

profoundeft. 
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profoundeft' refpeft, after which the dethroned J- c ->5^ 
fill tan departed, accompanied by fome friends’ 
and a guard of fpahis commanded by Iounoux 
bafhaw. They had permitted this prince to be 
dethroned, without any one’s having it in his 
power to fay he had contributed to the revolution.. 

The new emperor, but juft proclaimed at Con- 
ftantinople, learned that his father increafed his 1 
diftance from the capital but by very eafy 
journeys, that Iounoux bafhaw, his conductor, 
had fome correfpondence with the fpahis of 
Conftantinople, and that the dethroned fultan 
had fent exprefles to fome towns through which 
he had no occafion to pafs. The cruel Selim, Sel i m£au , 
without examining fufpicions that might be with- 
out foundation, fent orders to a Jewilh phyfrcian, ^| n the 
whom he had fent with his father, to poifon him. 

This fentence, or rather outrage, was executed 
immediately.- The corpfe was brought back in 
pomp to Conftantinople, and interred in a mofque 
that Bajazet himfelf had founded. 

This prince died in the fixty-fecond year of Character 
his age, after a reign of thirty-two years. The of ? a j JZ<rt * 
Turkifh hiftorians fay he loved the fciences, and 
protedted the learned. Thefe pretended fciences 
were confined to the idle conceits of judicial 
dftrology, and an imperfedt knowledge of the 
Arabic and Syriac languages. Bajazet II. timid 
and cruel, could not be otherwife- than fuper- 
ftitious } he carried this weaknefs fo far, that he 
J i % caufed 
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• caufed the dull of his fhoes and clothes to be 
fared during his whole reign, in order to com- 
pofe a lump which was buried with him. , He 
flattered himfelf with redeeming his frequent 
tranfgreflions of the law of Mahomet by it, with 
which he reproached himfelf at times, efpecially 
the^ prohibition of drinking wine; He was a 
notorious lot, and would often have his moft in¬ 
timate confidents put to death in his fits of 
frenzy caufed by the wine. He joihed even 
cruelty to his fuperftitious aftions. One day he 
pafled through a village, between Conftantinople 
and Adrianople, walhed by a river, which, often 
overflowing its banks, rendered the palfage ex¬ 
ceedingly dangerous. A fangiac of an inferior 
rank, but very rich, had conftru&ed, at a great 
expence, in this place, a bridge for the fafety of 
travellers and the good of his foul > for all the 
Mufiulmen firmly believe, that benevolent ac¬ 
tions are recompenfed a hundred fold in the 
other life. Bajazet ordered the fangiac to be 
immediately brought him, and offered to give him 
the price of his bridge, on condition of having 
the merit of the a&ion transferred to him. The 
fangiac conftantly refufed, faying, that the re- 
compenfes of Paradife were preferable to the 
praife and favors of men. The emperor, per- 
fuaded, as all the Mufiulmen, that the merits of 
good works could be transferred like fums of 
money and all other temporal rights, infilled 

ftrongly 
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ftrongly on his requeft being complied with, but 
always in. vain. Bajazet, enraged, ordered the *—>—* 
Unfortunate fangiac to be immediately ftrangled, 
after which he fwam acrofs the rivet', and the 
troops which followed him did the fame. But 
whatever .defire he might have to deftroy the 
bridge 1 , he never did it, for fear of meriting pu<* 
riifhment in the other life, in proportioh as thO 
fangiac merited favor* JBajazet built ieveral 
mofquea: the mofl: ufefui thing he did during 
his reign, was the repairing of the walls of Con- 
ftantinople, which had: been almoft deftroyed by 
a violent earthquake in i509; it lafied ten days, 
and dtftroyed thirteen thoufand perfons under 
the ruins of a vaft number of edifices. 

* 


SELIM I. 

NINTH REIGN. 

A S foon. as Selim had attained the throne, he Selim. 

determined to get rid of thofe who might 
one day difpute it with him. In vain did Muf- ? B n g a ^e nd 
tapha, the grand vizier whom he had chofen, tell tlirone * 
him, that he had nothing to fear from either of 
his brothers ; that the pacific Aehmet had been 
difsufted with the throne at the firft obftacle; 

D 

that JCorcut, ftill mo,re timid, had not even re¬ 
turned 
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turne< ^ t0 Magnefia, for fear of giving offence to 
his brother; that he had aflifted at his procla¬ 
mation and entry into Conftantmople, and had 
publicly declared himfelf his premier fubjedt. 
Selim, who did not conoeive that any man could 
voluntarily renounce a throne, anfwered his vi¬ 
zier, what he often repeated afterward, that, in 
order to reign with pleafure, a prince muft reign 
without fear. His fentiments, and particularly; 
his adtions, made him merit the furname of 
Yacuz, .which fignifies Ferocious. He was 
forty-five years old when he became emperor of 
the Turks. We cannot conceive, how this fiery 
and fanguinary charadler had remained fo long 
in repofe. In hafte to march againft Achmet, 
he granted the janiffaries the augmentation of 
pay which they had in, vain demanded of his 
eldeft brother, when Bajazet II. propofed to re- 
fign the fceptre to him. This tefufal had been 
the firft caufe of the misfortunes of the two 
princes. 

Hepurfues The eldeft of the Ottoman houfe having learn¬ 
er* his°t°wo ed, that, notwithftanding his love of peace, the 
jKorcut^* ufurper was determined to fmother his rights in 
his blood, prepared to fell both dearly. He 
fcangiedf went to the mountains of Armenia ,to folicit 
fuccours of the fovereigns of that country, aryl 
even of the king of Perfia, whilft his brother 
Korcut, lefs courageous, was wandering from 
-cavern to cavern, trying to bury his exiftence in 

the 
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the profoundeft obfcuritv. Selim was too much 
interefted in his difcovery, not to exert every v —v—» 
effort. The unfortunate Korcut was betrayed, 
and his brother had him ftrangled before he 
marched againft Achmet. After this firft fa- 
crifice to his fafety, he fent a fmall force to 
Amalia, in order to arreft the two fons of Achmet, 
as yet in their infancy. The vizier Muftapha, 
touched with companion, caufed the governors 
of thefe princes to be fecretly advertifed of it, who 
had time to call fome of their father’s fervants to 
their affiftance. They attended, well armed, the 
bafhaw who was to furprife them, and executed 
on him the lot that he intended for them. The 
fultan, having learned the death of his bafhaw, and 
that his two vi&ims were retired, the one to the 
foudan of Egypt, the other to the king of Perfia, 
foon difcovered by what means they had efcaped. 

The grand vizier Muftapha paid with his head 
for this pretended treafon. This was not the 
only one that the emperor had to punilh. Seve¬ 
ral officers of his army wrote to prince Achmet 
to march as foon as poffible againft his brother, 
without waiting for all the reinforcements which 
the king of Perfia gave him hopes of. They 
promifed to declare themfelves in his favor at 
the firft action, and to turn againft Selim the 
corps that they fhould command in his army. 

The fultan having intercepted thafe letters, and 
noticed their contents, carefully forwarded them 

to 
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j.c.i 5 iz. t0 him. Before he put their authors to death, 
bX-L-j he obliged thepn, by force of torments, to write 
fljll more preffingly to his brother. Achmet, de¬ 
ceived, haftened -his arrival in Natolia at the 
head of fifteen thoufaod men only. He placed 
his firmeft hopes in the refources that he thought 
offifteen d to have in the army of his brother; but he learn- 
m“£ fa and ed, when it was too late, that all his friends had 
Sfitid bcen difeovered and punifhed. The two armies 
of battle. ju> r j ve d in prefence of each other: Achmet’s, 
though on a fingle line, feemed to prefent the 
two flanks to be enveloped; for Selim, who had 
all the forces of Afia and part of thofe of Europe 
with him, had caufed all the back parts and 
narrow paflfes, by which the enemy might efcape, 
to be guarded. In this extremity, Achmet pro- 
pofed to his brother to terminate their quarrel 
by Angle combat, in order to fpare the blood of 
their fubjc&s. But Selim was determined to 
vanquiih, and not expofe himfelf; he chofe ra¬ 
ther to oppofe a hundred and fifty thoufand men 
againft fifteen thoufand, than run the rifk of an 
equal combat. Achmet’s little army was cut in 
pieces; himfelf having had a horfe killed under 
him, and being very corpulent, he could not 
difengage himfelf from the expiring animal; he 
was taken after having received fome wounds, 
and his brother had him ftrangled on the field 
of battle. 


This 
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selim r. 

Thii was -not all the Wood that Selim thought JjC- I s>> 
himfelf* interefted in Ihedding. The two fons 
of AchnAet who had fled for refuge to Perfia and S ei™ a*. 
Egypt, excited his inquietude, and furnifhed him 
with a plaufible pretext to arm againft two pow- ^ ns Per ' 
erful neighbours. The fultan, in order not to 
have too. many enemies at a time, was wilting, 
to confirm the .’ancient-treaties with the European 
powers. ,r He fent anibafiadors to Venice and the 
king of Hungary* as it was highly requifire for 
him to: prevent an attack in Europe, whilft he 
lhotiId.be .fetting Afii on fire, and,, particularly 
to preferve the liberty of the fea. As it was yet 
doubtful ! Which of the two powers Selim would 
attack firflj,<the king of Perfia fent him an em- 
baffy to treat of the intereflis of Solyriaan", the 
eldefLfon of the ftrangled • prince Achmet. A- 
mdngthe prefents,:. cuftomary on fuch occafions, 
the Perfians prefented, ibr the firft time, the new 
Alcoran corredted by their fecond prophet, and 
a lion of an uncommon fize. Selim, whom the 
objedtof this embafly difpleafed, made the pre¬ 
fents which accompanied it a pretext.for giving 
vent to his hatred. He fent in his turn ambaf- 
fadors to carry as prefents to the king of perfia 
the ancient Alcoran and the Sunna, which the 
followers of Ali don’t admit. The ambafiadors 
were likewife charged to prefent the Perfian 
monarch with two large maftiJFs, affuring him, 

that 
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; that tbefe. maftiffs, wed trained, ftrangled (he 
moll terrible, lions. . Ir 

?■ After tbefe fymbolwal declarations, .the two 
princtS; 'thought only of Arming agaiaft each 
other. Iflamael’s kingdom: contained* at that 
time, Ferfia, Medja, Mefopotamia, Affyris, and 
die further Armenia. Neverthelefs, his forces 
were not comparable' to thofeof the Ottomans. 
Hhmael could' raife a' hundred thoufand. horfe, 
but all this cavalry was :rvot equally twell dif- 
ciplined j befides^ thePerfians did not underftand 
fightings foot, and wanted %unners add cannon. 
Their principal defence cQisfifted in the extent 
and aridity of their deferts. b For fertoarStdiyYjour¬ 
ney beyond the frontiers, the jmd was overturn¬ 
ing fands r where there were neither houfb,v nor 
provifions, nor forage; no water any where, and: no 
Ihelter from, the fcorching: heat of the fun, but 
by clouds of land railed < by the; wind, , which 
blinded the travellers arid Hor&s. Thcmoun- 
tains of Armenia, a country as arid as the fron¬ 
tiers of Ferfia, feparared this ftate from the 
Ottoman ' empire; fevcral tri butary fovereigns 
divided, at that time, this poor province. ’ 
Aliadoulet, the malt confiderable of them, 
though the friend of the Turks, refilled to join 
his troops to Salim’s; he offered him only a paf- 
fage, which his weaknefs did not permit him to 
refufe. He promifed likewife for his army ail the 
provifions that this wretched country Ihould be-' 

able 
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able tofurnifli; but his promifes were far from J- c - J 5'J- 
fincere. Aliadoulet, whofe eftates were not fe*- r** 
paraited from the Ottoman empire, as they were 
from the kingdom of Perfia, by impracticable 
deferts, was much more afraid of Selim than 
Ilhmaei. All his hopes therefore were to fee 
the Turks overcome. The TurkHh emperor 
carried two hundred and thirty ehoufand men to 
Perflaj but, in fuch a diftrelfing march, feafeity 
and the intemperature of the air were fufficient 
to deftfoy the fme$ arrhy. 

The Turks advanced along the borders of the j.c.1514. 
Euphrates, and fent on fcouts before to 1 examine ” e£ 9 *°* 
the country and fee if the Perfians were coming ches a- 
towards them. They informed Selim chat the in the de- 
few inhabitants of this fteril country had aban- trary to the 
doned it, after having burnt their cottages and 
even the herbs that grew around ; and that all the ^tfatobe 
wells were empoifoned or filled up. On this nTtefo’a 
report, Camden, the new vizier, ftrongly oppofed 
the army’s entering thefe impracticable deferts, ^ s in m ^ h 
maintaining, that there would be too much difad- ** 
vantage to make an offensive war in fuch a country: ^ e ns p "' r 
if the Perfian comes to us, faid Camden, he will Tauris s 

, b the held of 

not arrive ’till he has feen three parts of his troops battle is 

f . left him. 

£erilh. If he wait for you in his belt provinces, 
will you engage on an equal footing, when fa¬ 
tigue and famine lhall have deftroyed half your 
arhsy ? Will your remaining foldiers be capable of 
vanquilhin^ frelhand numerous troops ? Thisad- 
Kk 2 vice, 
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mm* vice, too fage to be adopted by a prince who 
' would have nothing refill him, was ftrongly op- 
pofed by all thofe who had intereft to plcafe, 
Camden, too prudent for the public good, was 
not fufficiently fo for his own j his enemies ruined 
him with the emperor, who caufed to be ftran- 
gled, as a traitor, the only man who had dared 
tell him falutary truths. 

Selim entered the deferts of Perfia, relying 
upon the provifions promifed him by Aliadoulet, 
king of Armenia, and on what he fhould procure 
from his own country. But the Armenians, far 
from furniihing him with fuccours, intercepted 
the convoys which pafled through their territo¬ 
ries j fo that, in lefs than fix days, this numerous 
army was reduced to the foie refource of fome bitter 
fruits, which foon caufed a general dyfentery. The 
fultan was obliged to keep along the borders of 
the Euphrates, for fear of wanting water j but the 
famine which devoured his army, excited mur¬ 
murs, and announced to him an approaching 
revolt, when they learned that the Perfians were 
coming to engage them. Though the army was 
already diminiihed one-third, this report reftored 
courage to the foldiers. They were told that 
the Perfians, much lefs numerous than them- 
felves, had in their retinue a great abundance 
and immenfe riches, And indeed, this army, 
pompofed entirely of cavalry, had brought pro- 
yjfipps on a multitude of camels. Nay, they 

We re 
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were told, that gold and precious Hones fparkled J^‘ 5 ' 4 - 
jevtf y where among the Perfians. The Turks 
thought themfelyes already in poffeffion of thefe 
riches, and confidered the enemy’s army, lefs as 
an obftacle to their conqueft, than as a certain 
occafion of enriching themfelves. It was com- 
pofed only of forty thoufand horfe,'but under the 
exaCteft difcjpline, and keeping the fibefl: order. 

The Perfians were armed with cimeters, arrows, 
and clubs; for, as we have already faid, they did 
not yet know how to found cannon. The two 
monarchs longed to engage. They joined near 
Tauris, the firft Perfian town in the plain of 
Calderan. 


The famifhed Turks were not lefs defirous than 
their emperor of coming to aCtion, As foon as 
S.elim faw the Perfians in fight, he fent and fum- 
moned them to give up Solyman ; on their re- 
fufal, he ranged his troops in order of battle, 
always placing in the front the corps on which 
he leaft depended, referving his fpahis, janif- 
faries, and artillery, for the moment, when 
the Perfians, drunk with carnage, Ihould think 
themfelves victorious. The policy of the Turks, 
particularly that of Selim, did not fufficiently 
value human blood. This prince, without con- 
fidering that a man taken at hazard may become a 
brave warrior by long ufage and ftriCt difcipline, 
thinking Hill lefs, that the .man who. is but an 
indifferent foldier, may be ufeful in cultivating 

land 
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Heg 1 ^»o! ^ an< ^ an< * ^ 0r population, faw 6niy in the multi* 
*—tudf of national forces, levied in hafte to increafe 
his army, viftims yvhom he offered to the dangers 
of war, whilft he referred his good troops for im¬ 
portant occafions. In effedt, at the battle of 
Tauris, the Perfians at firft made a great flangb* 
ter j but when their fquadrons feparared to pur- 
fue thofe who fled, the janrflaries and fpahis fell 
in order on their difperfed troops. The artillery, 
of the Turks, well ferved, reached them at a 
great diftance. The fquadrons being broken, 
the fpahis took advantage of the diforder, and 
attacked, with their long lances, thofe who had 
loft their ranks. Never was there a more, bloody 
battle; the Perfians did not flee ’till after hav¬ 
ing feen fixteen thoufand of their troops perifh. 
They had killed more than forty thoufand of the 
Turks; but this immenfe lofs did not prevent 
Selim’s gaining the day. He charged at the 
head of the janiffaries; the efforts of this brave 
foldiery decided the vi&ory. The troops were 
too much fatigued to purfue thofe who fled, and 
indeed, it would have been dangerous to engage 
in deferts full of rocks and defiles againft na¬ 
tional troops. 

The Turks, after having loaded themfelves 
with booty, entered the town of Tauris, which 
made no refiftance. At firft the fpoils dazzled 
the vanquifhers; they faw nothing on the field 
of battle but arms well wrought,- incruftated with 

gold 
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gold, and ornamented with precious ftones, tents 
lined with the fined filks, rich clothes, women v —■— ' 
of .uncommon beauty* who had followed their 
hulbands or maders to the war, and frighted 
horfes, covered with the fuperbed trappings, 
brought back by hunger to the places where they 
law men. Thefe riches and the pillage of Tauris 
Occupied for fome time the avidity of the Turks* 
but all the gold and pearls of the Ead could not 
furnifh them with fuftenance; the fcarcity, be¬ 
came more and niore dreadful. Thefe conquerors; 
loaded with booty,' who faw • their , army more 
, than.half reduced, after having a long time 
combated hunger, were afraid of finking under 
it themfelves.0 ... 

When the fultan gave out that-he meant to pe¬ 
netrate into Perfia to feek provifions, the revolt 
became general} the principal officers of the 
janifikries and fpahis declared, that they could 
not anfwer for their troops, and that, if he would 
be obeyed, he mud turn back. 

The imperious Selim dreaded the conlequen- seiim,wh» 
ces of his obdinacy : convinced of the impof- 
fibility of penetrating into Perfia at the head of 
an army of which he was no longer mader, he b °‘£ r “ or 
retook the road to Armenia, deferring the pu- fear . of a 
nifliment of the mutineers ’till circumdances 
Ihould furnilh him with an opportunity: his 
thoughts were employed on another project of 
yengeance. 


King 
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h^’.^zo' King Aliadoulet, who, aifter having promifed 
j to furnifh the fultan’s army on the confines of 
Perfia with provifions, had, on the contrary, inter* 
cepted the convoys which he drew from his own 
dominions, was become the objeft of Selim’s 
refentment. Moreover his projects on Perfia 
fcemed ta require him to conquer Armenia, 
which was nearer the Ottoman empire, lefs arid 
than the country on which it borders, and the 
coriqueft of which fhould nCceffarily render eafier 
the invafion that he meditated in the empire of 
the fophij but his army had never bad fo much 
want of repofe; he croffed Armenia without 
committing any aft of hoftility, and returned 
to his own dominions for winter quarters. . 
h^b.’sh- The emperor employed himfelf, during this in- 
He taifes terval, in repairing the immenfe Ioffes that his.vic- 
d«iDg V the tories had caufed him. And indeed, the exaft re- 
winter. v j ew jjj s arm y convinced him, that he had paid 
too dearly for very trifling advantages : he raffed 
new levies, and employed in difciplining his troops 
the time intended for their repofe. The moun¬ 
tainous and difficult province of Armenia became 
a neceffary barrier to obtain. The kingdom 
of Aliadoulet comprehended mount Taurus, and 
t a long chain of other mountains extending from 
the confines of Amafia to mount Amant, and to 
the further extremities of Caramania. Thefe 
people, who inhabited only Ample cottages, were 
more proper for pillaging than fighting. By 

the 
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theicourfe of time, neceffity had united them, J- c isl¬ 
and they had eleded a king for all thefe moun- 
tains, the paftures of which nourilhed a great 
number of wild animals, particularly horfes well 
formed to bear fatigue. 

Selim took the -field in the beginning of the 
fpring. Aliadoulet affembled the few foldiers that 
he Could oppofe to this numerous army, and who 
were apparently fufficient to guard defiles with# 

Fifteen thoufand horfe, and about the fame num- Selim 
ber of infantry, compofed all the Armenian SmSf 
forces. Their military talents were confined to^fdoml 
climbing mountains with agility, in order to get Aiua™. 
out of the reach of the enemy, or attacking troops bothhim* 
inferior in number. The fultan foon repented ™f ld h £ n 
of having brought two hundred thoufand men to 
a war, where he could not employ fifty thoufand : 
in this fituation he refolved to remain encamped 
on the confines , of Armenia, and fend his belt 
troops againft thefe mountaineers, whom it was 
requifite to purfue rather than to fight. He de¬ 
tached :Siuan bafhaw with forty thoufand men, 
twenty thoufand of which were fpahis, and twenty* 
thoufand janiffaries. Thefe laft attacked the' 
defiles, and foon fucceeded in routing- men who 
neither kept their ranks nor fought together. 

The remainder of the campaign became a con¬ 
tinual chafe. ■ The caverns and tops of moun¬ 
tains were the only places of defence that thefe 
fugitive people had. They burnt their cottages 

L1 and 
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M'S* and dcfolated t:he country, in order to render it 
v—> impracticable for an army j but the perfeverance 
and bravery of the Turkilh foldiers overcame 
the agility'of the Armenians. In lefs than fix 
weeks, which the fatigue and famine rendered 
very diftreiling, they deftroyed all Aliadoulet’s 
army. This prince himfelf was furprifed in a 
cavern with all his children $ they were conduced 
befbre Selim, who, after having reproached him 
with his perfidy, caufed all this unfortunate family 
to be put to death. 

The emperor reduced all the conquered coun¬ 
try to the fubjeCtion of Alibeg, a Perfian lord 
who had put himfelf under the prote&ion of the 
Porte j but he made him king only of a defert. 
He diftributed a number of timars in this defo- 
lated country, of which the pafturd and horfes 
had hitherto made the principal riches. In the 
project which Selim had always had of- conquer¬ 
ing Perfia, it was highly requifite for him to 
render Armenia fertile, as much to affift the 
Turkilh armies, who would have to traverfe arid 
deferts, as to repeople by degrees this vaft coun¬ 
try, where nature feemed to be more miferable 
than elfewhere. But the warlike Ottomans count 
lefs the number of men, than the extent of the 
country that they reduce, and the timars which 
they diftribute in their conquefts continue in the 
fame devaluation as the army leaves them; thefe 

precarious 
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precarious poffeffions are. an dbftacle to the fer-JjC-'J’s- 
tility of the country. - «—vw 

♦ The deftru&ion of Armenia had coft the fultan Hetties in 
but few foldiers and little time. His troops were carry'his 
quite frefh: and being mafter of the country in his ££1,. on 
rear, he thought he could enter Perfia at a much.^c 0 “ft™. 
greater advantage than the preceding year. But, 
as foon as the janiffaries knew his defign, they 
all exclaimed, that they would not return to ° fthisdif - 

obedience. 

thefe arid fands, where they had only to war with 
famine and the elements. The fpahis refufed to 
mount their horfes, unlefs it were to return to 
Europe j at length the moft abfolute of monarchs 
faw himfelf conftrained to obey his army. The 
news of .the death .of Solyman, the fon of Ach- 
met, who, as we have feen, had found an afylurn 
in Perfia, and had raifed up that nation againft 
the murderer of his father, did not confole Selim 
for the difobedience of his army. This prince 
was greatly exafperated, becaufe, during the cries 
of rebellion, he had heard the name of his fon 
Solyman mentioned. The example which he 
himfelf had given the heir to the throne, threw 
him into the greateft perplexity. After - the dif- 
perfion of the army, the greateft part of which he. 
left in Afia, the emperor returned to his feraglio 
at Conftantinople, which he fortified every way 
by .feveral batteries j the janiffaries' that were to 
enter the city he brought acrofs the fea, and then 

LI x left 
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E^gs-lrfc them outfide the gates, declaring, that he no 
longer regarded them but as rebels. This con- 
dudt had more effect pn thefe troops, than if 
Selim had undertaken to punifh them. They 
faw themfelves outfide the walls, without pay, 
and without veflels to repafe the ftraits. The 
eyes of the divan were open on their proceedings: 
they had not Solyman to place at their head; the 
fire of the rebellion was extinguifhed. They pre- 
fented themfelves in great number at the gates 
of Conftantinople with white rods in their hands, 
the only arms that they bore, and which they ftill 
carry during peace, crying mercy, and alking 
forgivenefs. This was precifely what Selim had 
expedled. The janifiaries foon offered to deliver 
to the emperor thofe who had encouraged them 
to revolt. On the hopes that Sinan bafhaw 
gave them-that the fultan might be pievailed on 
to pardon their mutiny, they brought the fame 
day fcvcral of their chiefs, loaded with chains, 
who were beheaded before the gates of the city. 
After fome executions of this kind, Selim per¬ 
mitted the janifiaries to return to • their odas, 
and caufed their ufual pay to be diflributed to 
them. Prince Solyman, who had been for fome 
time believed the foul of this faftion, though he 
was not with the army, went and juftified him- 
felf to the emperor, who only wifhed to be 
allured of his innocence. 

Selim,, 
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Selim, without going out of his feraglio, wreft- ‘s*£ 
ed a province from the Perfians. The people v —* 

of Mefopotamia, now palled Diarbekar, were bekarians 
in fubje&ion to the king of Perfia. They had thePraLi 
received the ancient Alcoran under the govern- «uth and 
ment of the Abbafxan caliphs, and Ifhmael was to'hfo" 
tormenting them with the new opinions of the 
fe£t of AH. Thefe people, become' miferable, 
thought they could /hake off a yoke impofed tar >'P tince ' 
on them by a foreign garrifon they plotted in 
filence, after which they wrote to the Turkifh 
emperor, that, if his highnefs would receive the 
Diarbekarians under his prote&ion, and permit 
them to. choofc a prince who fhould pay him 
tribute and Acknowledge him for high fovereign, 
they only afked his approbation, to drive out the 
Perfians. This propofition appeared fo favor¬ 
able to Selim, that for fome time he had a fuf- 
picion of its concealing a fhare j but he foon 
learned, that the people of the Diarbekar, in 
attending his anfwer, had executed their project. 

Thofe, who were at the head of this con/piracy, 
had counterfeited the feal of the king of Perfia, 
and conveyed to the fatrap, who commanded 
the troops, a falfe order to retire with all his 
garrifon to the confines of another province, for 
operations which the fophi would explain to him 
himfelf. The fatrap obeyed, leaving in the 
capital and the other places a very fmall number 
of foldiers. As foon as the Diarbekarians knew 

that 
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^'5*®* that their opprefTors were at a diftance, they 
'—v—' flaughtered the feeble garrifon which was left 
them j they chofe from among them a prince 
called Mahomet-Beg, and declared themfelves 
tributary to the Ottoman empire. Karakhan 
(that was the name of the Perfian fatrap) 
having difcovered the impofition, endeavoured 
to recover the Diarbekar by force; but the 
troops which had been fufficiently ftrong to 
opprefs this province and keep it in obedience 
to the Perfian, were not enough to recover it. 
The war became bloody, but always to the ad¬ 
vantage of the rebels. The following year, the 
emperor of the Turks furnilhed his new fubjefrs 
with fuccours, which afiifted them in driving 
out .entirely thofe whom they regarded as their 
tyrants, and which irrevocably atta#ed them to 
the Ottoman power. 

Selim has' Selim believed himfelf indebted to religion 
cxtermi- 0 for this conqueft, without confidering, that if 
chriiiuns. was the perfecution of the Perfians, rather than 
fcn fin/" the Sunna, which had brought it under his go- 
diSe* 0 vernment. In order to thank God for his fuc- 
h'm /tom ce f Sj refolved to perfecute in his name. We 
have obferved, that at the taking of Conftanti- 
nople, Mahomet II. referved the churches of 
one-entire quarter for the worlhip of the Chrif- 
tians. The fultan faw with grief thefe ltohe 
edifices, fo rare at Conftantinople, occupied by 
thofe whom he galled Infidels j he was irritated, 

that. 
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that, under his eyes, a people of flaves fhould dare J- c -'5 [ 7- 

Heg. 923. 

ihew a horror for his prophet, and treat him as C-v-j 
an impoftor. In a fit of zeal, he fent for the 
mufti or chief of the religion. After the em¬ 
peror, this is the perfon moft revered in the . 
empire. Whenever the monarch wants to make 
fome confiderable dhange, he procures a fentence' 
from this prieft, called a fetfa, becaufe, as there 
is no other written law in Turkey than the Al¬ 
coran, the fetfa, which pafles for an interpretation- 
of this pretended divine book, gives a mark of 
divinity to the edi£t of the prince. Selim pub¬ 
licly demanded of the mufti, which would be 
moft agreeable to God, to conquer all the Chrif- 
tian territories, and, to procure, by impofts, the 
riches of thefe Infidels, in order to apply them to 
the glory of Iflamifm, or to convert to the Ma-’ 
hometan faith a great number of thefe abufed' 
wretches. The chief of the religion replied, 
without hefitating, that, as the Chriftians could 
not hope for falvation in the law of Jefus Chrift, 
it would be much more meritorious before God, 
to convert feveral of them to the truth and to the 
lawful worlhip, than to opprefs the whole. Then 
the emperor, fending for the caimacan, or grand 
vizier’s lieutenant, in that quality governor of 
Conftahtinople, ordered him to take immediately 
all the churches from the Chriftians, convert 
them into mofques, and publifli in Conftantino- 
ple, that all the followers of Jefus Chrift were to 

get' 
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^•‘5‘7-gct thcmfelves circumcifed and take the turban 
*—■v—» within a limited time, upon pain of death. 
Selim left Conftintinople immediately, in order 
to give the caimacan an opportunity of exe¬ 
cuting his orders, for this officer has no autho¬ 
rity in the city but in the abfence of the grand 
. feignior. This decree, vifibly contrary to the 
letter, even to the meaning of the Alcoran, 
greatly afflifted the viziers and the mufti, who 
never had dreamed that an improper ufe would be 
made of his fetfa, but who was not Efficiently 
courageous to explain it. .The grand vizier Ali 
balhaw was fenCble how prejudicial this falfe 
zeal would be to the ftate, by the quantity of 
< blood that it would caufe to be ipilt, and the 
number of Greek and Latin Chriftians, all credi¬ 
table merchants or induftrious artifans, whom it 
would oblige to leave the empire. Ali balhaw 
fecretly direftcd the Greek patriarch, how to 
conduct himfelf when the caimacan fhould fig- 
nify the grand feignior’s order to him. This 
patriarch, who, as we have feen, received from 
the emperor the inveftiture of his church, by 
the paftoral ftaff and the ring, replied to the 
chiau, charged with the execution, that he ap¬ 
pealed' from the order of the caimacan to his 
highnefs himfelf. 

The mufti, confulted on this anfwer, allured 
Selim, who was at that time at Adrianople, that 
he could not refufe to hear the patriarch. The 

latter 
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latter was fent for and introduced into the divaji, J-c.i5«7- 

Heg. 943* 

accompanied by feveral Greek priefts, in prefence 'v— r—» 
of the mufti {and all the balhaws of the bench. 

After having bowed three times to the earth at 
the foot of the, throne, he faid, with a modeft, 
confident tone, that the order fignified to the 
Chriftians had been furprifed from his highnels, 
fince itwounded the jufticeand text of the Alcoran; 
that at the time of the taking o^Conftantinople, 
Mahomet II. the grandfather of the emperor, had 
Jfolemnly permitted the Greeks the free cxercile 
of their religion, provided they paid tribute j 
that he had granted them the exclufive right of 
all the churches which they ftill pofiefled in vir¬ 
tue of this royal grant ; that with refpeft to the 
■apoftacy required of all the Chriftians, it was 
not only contrary to the promife of Mahomet ii. 

> but manifeftly interdicted- by the text of the 
Alcoran, of which he quoted the words : That 
no one Jhall be forced to follow the religion of 
Mahomet from the time that he Jhall have attained 
the age of difcretion, provided he pqys annually, by 
■ way of tribute , thirteen drachms of pure fiver. 

The patriarch haying called the mufti to wit- 
nefs the accuracy of the quotation and the true 
meaning of the words, the defterdar effendi, 
who was his oppofer, was obliged to acknowledge 
jt; but he defied the patriarch to fhew the a& 
vwhich ceded the propriety of the churches to 
him. The prelate acknowledged, that the paper 
M m demanded 
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j.c. 1517 . demanded had been confumed in a fire, but he 

Heg. '9I J. 

'—v~—* produced three janiffaries, each more than a hun¬ 
dred years old, who affirmed their having; been 
-witnefifes df the pomile made by Mahomet II. 
NotWithftandmg this teftimony, the errtpetOr, 
who envied the Chriftians their ftone churches, 
ordered that they fliould be converted into 
mofques > that the Giaures* Ihould preferve the 
free exercife of their religion, agreeably to the 
law of Mahomet, and that they fliould be at li¬ 
berty to build churches of wood, to fupply the 
- lofs of thofe that were taken from them, 
war with The martial Selim could not remain inactive. 

He was not ignorant of the danger of leaving 
Sui- his troops in that fituation; befides, Egypt of- 
kiii’J'in a fered a vaft field to his ambition. The foudan 
which he Gauri, fovereign of the Mammelukes, had, as 
Afepp^ ar Well as the king of Perfia, harboured one of 
the fbhS of Achrtiet. Though this pince was 
dead, as well as his brother, the fultan bore a 
much ftronger refentment of it in his heart, >be- 
caufe the revenge might be ufeful and glorious. 
The-relation of the faar, which overturned the 
throrte of the Mamrttdukes, has been written by 
a Turk, an eye witnefs, who- executed the office 
of cadilefker or provoft in Selim’s army. We 
(hall principally follow this author, whofe details 
appear- to us ro wear the face of trttth.H The 

reader 

* The Turin call all the Chriftlaat, Jew*, and generally all thofe who 
arc not Mufiulmen, by this name. 

| Theminufcript is depofited in the king of France’s library. 
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readier njuft remember that the Mahometan reli- 
gioa does not permit arms to be borne, without 
reafoo, agajnft.thpfe of the fame belief. A pretext 
therefore was neceflaf v at leaft,for the grand feig'oior 
to attack the Mammsluke Muffulmen, Sunnites 


like the Turks, and he took care no$ to be want¬ 
ing in that formality. The retreat of his nephcw > 
who was lately dead in Egypt,* could no longer 
forve his purpofej, but* knowing there was a recent 
treaty between Perfia and Egypt, Uepublifhed, 
that he was going to make new efforts again It 
the corrupters of the Mahometm law. He fent 
a confiderable corps acrofs the lira its, who, under 
the orders of Sinan balhaw, took the road to 
Caramania. The Mammelukes, informed pf 
this motion, not knowing whether the, Turks in¬ 
tended to attack the Perfians or them, marched 
t a large body of cavalry towards Aleppo; ,this 
Was what Selim wanted. ,On this intelligence, 
he made the mufti fpeak, who, on the pretended 
doubts of the emperor, publifhed a fetfa,. the 
fenfe of which was, that in all cafes it is permitted 
to repel the aggreflor. The fultan immediately- 
pbleed himfelf at tire head of an army, and, 
having paired the ftraits, haliened to join the 
troops commanded by Sinan balhaw. The two 
divilions when united formed' a body of a hun¬ 
dred and fifty thoufand men; this was three times 
as many as fultan Guari had, who condu&ed 
himfelf to the war a cavalry in good order and 
Mm 2 well 
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jieg ’ 92 ? we ^ disciplined. Notwkhftanding the fmallneft 
<—■v —> of his number, he could have manoeuvred, with 
advantage, in a country interfered by rivulets 
and dikes, Which the horfes .of the Mammelultes 
leaped eafily. ' Some of Gauri’s generals advifed 
him to draw the numerous army of Selim, by 
continual retreats, into the deferts of Egypt, 
■where they would have been infenfibly deftroyed 
by fatigue and famine. But the fatal deftiny of 
the Egyptian monarch- made ; him place his con¬ 
fidence in traitors; they perfuaded him, that the 
: addrefs and agility of his horfemen would eafily 
deftroy" heavy troops crowded upon one another. 
The fultan of Egypt offered battle in the plains 
of Aleppo to the Turkifh emperor, who ardently 
wifhed to come to action: the firfl: charges of 
the Mammelukes made great daughter; they 
managed their horfes in fuch a manner, that, 
after having fucceeded in the thrufts they made, 
they eluded thofe of the enemy. The fpahis, 
las brave as they, were neither fo aftive nor well 
exercifed j but the volleys of mufket-fhot of the 
janifiartes foon caufed this advantage to vanifh. 
Thefe infantry, by firing at the horfes, were furc 
to difmount all that came in their way. The 
Mammelukesi on foot, no longer knew how to 
make ufe of their long lances, which became a bur¬ 
den in their hands. Caitbek and Gazelbek, two 
of fultan Gauri’s lieutenants, who had in a manner 
obliged him to engage, deferred to the enemy, 

each 
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each at the head of the corps that he commanded, w* 

Heg* 923** 

This perfidy decided the vi&ory againft the v —* 
Mammelukes: their fovereign, overcome with 
grief and rage, precipitated himfelf, fword in 
hand, on the broken fquadrons of the fpahis, 

Where he made a terrible carnage, loudly calling 
on Selim, who was directing elfewhere the attacks 
of the janifTarieg. At length the Egyptian mo¬ 
narch loft his powers ; after having blunted his 
fword, his horfe fell under-him, overcome with 
fatigue and pierced with wounds. The unfor¬ 
tunate foudan, who had killed more than forty 
men with his own hand, died with fatigue and 
rage on the field of battle, without having re¬ 
ceived a Angle wound, as the Turks wanted to 
take him alive. The Turkifh cannon completed 
the defeat. The Mammelukes efcaped by flight, 
as it was too late for Selim to think of purfuing 
them. The field of battle was left him, covered 
with eleven thoufand of the enemy; this victory 
coft the fultan only two thoufand men, and pro¬ 
cured him all Syria. The next morning, at 
break of day, the citizens cf Aleppo carried the 
keys of their town to the vanquilher. Though 
Selim was fuch a barbarian, he conceived that 
clemency and juftice would fecure him his new 
conqueft, much better than force of arms. Thefe 
people, for near three hundred years, had groaned 
under the power of the Mammelukes, who re¬ 
garded them only as flaves, enjoying the work of 

their 
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£<*.‘923! t ^ ,eir ^ an< ^ s » t^ e i r commerce, and of their 
induftry, without ever admitting to the offices 
of- ftate, or even to the army, any hut foreigners 
j like themfelves. 

Selim en- The grand feignior, according to the ufage of 
the Turks, ordered caftans or precious verts t.9 
townsof" he diftributfd to the deputies of Aleppo. Hav- 
thl^LT i°g entered the town, he forbade, under feyere 
klng'than P 3 ’ ns » the committing of any diforder. The 
ajonque- Friday he aflifted at the mofque, where he heard 
himfelf publicly prayed for as fovereige. of Syria* 
In a tranfport of gratitude, he loudly promifed 
the Syrians to treat them always as his faithful 
fubje&v and caufed the iman who, had pro¬ 
nounced the prayers, to be inverted with a pre¬ 
cious vert, even before he was come down from 
the pulpit. He diftributed gratifications and 
alms to the prierts and the indigent. This mild- 
nefs, though affe&ed, fecured and multiplied his 
eonquerts. Tripoli, Baruth, Sidon, and Antioch, 
opened their gates and earnefily defired Otto¬ 
man garrifcns, Selim advanced into Syria, as a 
peafceable king who takes poffeffion of the throne 
which nature has given him, not like a con¬ 
queror. His troops feemed to honor his march 
rather than fecure it. The inhabitants of Da- 
mafeus fent deputies againft their new marter, 
who received them with the fame favor as he had 
fhewn to thofe of Aleppo, Their requeft was 
read twite in prefence of the emperor, who 

granted 
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grahted it without changing any thing, and he 
Went to pals the winter in their city. The 
prince, wilhing likewife to gain the.affeiSioh of 
the pebple by exterior ads of religion, had hos¬ 
pitals built in the moft Confiderable towns of 
Syria, and affigtled lands For their Support. He 


•ordered prayefs for the prolpieWty of his reigh 
and the ptefervation of his conqueds. Hft 
Founded public Schools, where children were to 
he brought up at the expence of the date: in 
Fine, intered, which often Subdues nature, made 
forfome time a wife and gracious king of the. 
ferocious Selim} but this change could not be 
of long duration. 

The Sultan, after having enjoyed his new iove- j. c . , s ,s. 
reignty Several months, meditated the conqueft ries ‘ 924 * 
of another dill more confiderable. The Mam- 
melukes, retired to the extremity of Egypt, 

Seemed to wait for Seltm to come and drive them 
out. Notwithdandrng the Severity of the winter, 
the emperor of the Turks prepared every thing 
v for this ebnqued. As he was giving orders, in his 
council, for his march towards Paledine, one of his 
- bafhaws had the boldnds to afk him, when he 
thought he fhould arrive at Grand Cairo. Selim, 

Fo popular among the Syrians, anfwered this in- 
•difereet quedioner: “ That will be when it Shall 
pleafe God; but for thee, my will is, that ttfou 
• “ remain here,” and he immediately ordered 
him to be drangled. The Turks learned, before 

they 
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T.c.i}j». t h e y i e f c Damafcus, that the Mammelukes had 
<—eledled a fucceffor to the unfortunate Gauri. He 
was called Tumambei, and had been grand 
diador, or lieutenant general. The grand feignor 
immediately ordered a detachment, under the com¬ 
mand of Sinan bafhawT, to advance towards the town 
of Gaza, which is at the entrance of the ifthmu6 
of Egypt. As Sinan was waiting there for the reft 
of the army, fifteen thoufand Mammelukes came 
to meet him, and encamped near Gaza. The 
misfortunes of thefe troops had not broken their 
courage:. the Mammelukes, perfuaded, that, fo 
far, they had been overpowered only by number, 
thought themfelves always fuperior by their va¬ 
lour and the celerity of their manoeuvres. Sinan 
balhaw commanded, at the moft, about thirteen 
thoufand men, all janifiaries orfpahis, the choice 
of the Turkilh army •, not having lefs confidence 
than the Mammelukes, he refolved to go and 
fight them he left his lick in Gaza, without a 
garrifon, or even a guard, becaufe he would not 
weaken the corps which he commanded, already 
Sinan b»* * n ^ erior * n number. He had hardly left the 
fea» a 6 ' town » w ^en the inhabitants of Gaza, perfuaded 
Mam me f he Turks were retreating, unmercifully 

jujees near maffacred their fick, and fent to the Mammeluke 

Gaza. 

camp, to aflure them, that the enemy fled before 
them. This intelligence was prefently contra¬ 
dicted by Sinan balhaw’s army appearing in fight. 
The Mammelukes, who had not their foudan at 

their 
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their head,- prepared however to give the enemy I- c r 5^- 

/ , . . • Heg. 944 i 

a good reception. The two armies were in bat- *—v—i 
tie in an inftant, and engaged, with equal fury * 
the viftory was a long time doubtful ; each corps 
-gave -ground and rallied by turns. The Mam- 
fnelukes approached the battalions of janifia- 
ries amidft a fmart fire of mufket fhot 5 they 
knocked the infantry on the head with their 
clubs, always expofed to the cavalry; but bat- 1 
talions well clofcd, thick fet with pikes, and from 
the middle of which iflbed a continual fire, muft 
needs vanquifh in the end light unfteady troops, 
whofe attacks were more uncertain, and who 
prefented more front to the enemy. The artillery 
augmented the daughter; the lances of the fpahis 
pierced all thofe that the janifiaries had thrown 
into diforder; the defpair of the Mammelukes 
expofed them a long time to the cruelty of their 
vanquifhers. At length, after having loft'three 
parts of their army, they abandoned the field of 
battle to the Turks, who had purchafed the vic¬ 
tory by the blood of two thoufand janifiaries, 
a thoufand fpahis, and a great many brave chiefs; 

Sinan bafhaw pafled the end of the day and the 
night in raifing trophies. The heads of the van- 
quifhed fixed on palm trees, and their arms 
heaped in pyramids, offered an agreeable fpec- 
tacje to thefe barbarians, whofe arms had de- 
ftroyed fo many of the human fpecies. 


Nn 


At 
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k rea k of day they returned to Gaza. This 
rv ~- > town was not in a fituation to make the leaft rc- 
fiftance. The bafhaw revenged, by lacking their 
town, the blood of the fmali number of fick that 
the Egyptians had maflacred. The Turks found 
a great deal of riches there. The operations of 
the campaign, which were but juft commenced, 
not leaving them the time to fell or carry their 
Haves away w : th them, they maflacred all thole 
from whom they could not reap any benefit, ajid 
remained in this town, , become a defert, to wait 
for the main body of’the army. .Selim learned 
that he was vanquilher before he had begun the 
campaign; this fuccefs whetting his courage, he 
haftened to take the different corps from their 
quarters, in order to join a frefh army to vidlo- 
rious troops. During the mar-ch from Damafcus. 
s iim oes to ^ aza j the emperor, either through curiofity, 
to jetufa- or a defire of difplaying to the eyes of the peo- 
join* the pie exterior practices of religion, refolved to vifit 
arm; and Jerufalem: he went thither at the head of a feeble 
to Egypt* efcort, not being afraid of a furprife m a country 
which the Mammelukes had abandoned. He 
performed a number of religious a&s in this 
Holy city, revered almoft as much by the Maho • 
metans as the Chriftians. The mofque, called 
the temple of Solomon, was the principal objeft 
-of his curiofity. Selim facrificed a Iheep there; 
he diftributed a great many alms during the thrpe 
days that he paffed at Jerufalem, after which he 

went 
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went and rejoined his army a little way from 
Gaza. Sinan baihaw received his emperor at the *—' 
gates of this ruined town, at the head of the troops 
with which he had gained the battle. The fultan 
loaded his general, and thofe who accompanied 
Jiim, with the encomiums that their vi&ory me¬ 
rited. He eftablilhe^ his quarters in Gaza, and, 
a few days after, reviewed his army, which he 
found full of impatience to penetrate into Egypt. 

The rOad from Gaza to Grand Cairo is one con¬ 
tinued loofe, fandy, burning foil, almoft im¬ 
practicable for an army, on account of the clouds 
of dull which the march of the foldiers muff 
neceffarily raife in the air, which blinds the men 
and horfes, flops the refpiration, and corrupts the 
provifions, which are moreover exceedingly fcarce 
in the deferts of Africa j the fmall quantity of 
rain which falls, not being fufficient always to 
fill fome cifterns, the foie refource of travellers. 

But nature feemed to confpire for Selim. Ever 
fince the arrival of the Ottoman army in the 
plains of Gaza, a plentiful rain had beaten down 
the clouds of fand, consolidated the earth, and 
fornifhed a quantity of water fufficient for the 
march of the army. The frefhnefs of the air 
had tempered the rays of the fun; thus this 
march, which had been expeCted to be fatal to 
the weakeft, and trying for all, was but a play 
for foldiers already vanquifhers, and who expect¬ 
ed to march to certain conquefts. On the arrival 
N n 2 of 
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j.c. »ji8 . 0 f Turks within fix miles of Grand Cairo, 

Heg. 924. _ ’ 

*—v—' near a place called Ridania, in a large, level plain, 
they met the army of Tumambei. The foudan 
commanded forty tboufand Mammelukes, the 
remains of that brave foldiery, whom misfortune 
only irritated, and who were determined to re¬ 
cover Egypt, or perifh in the attempt. Gazeli, 

, the lieutenant of the Mammelukes, who had 
commanded at the laft defeat, longed to revenge 
his difafter, and repair the honor of his arms. 

He meets The largenefs of the place permitting what 
meiukes. order of battle the two armies might like, the 
R,idania Mammelukes, who expe&ed vidlory only from 
utter are' their dcfpair, attacked all. together in a Tingle 
Seated. an d w ith one common effort. The firft 

onfet was terrible and advantageous for the 
Mammelukes, as it had been in almoft all their 
battles. Tumambei’s orders were, to ftrike at 
all the chiefs of the troops and the officers of 
diftinftion. In the beginning of the battle, the 
brave Sinan baffiaw perifhed by the hands of 
Gazeli; but his blood was dearly purchafed by 
the Mammelukes. The janiffaries, penetrated 
with grief at feeing their general fall, eagerly 
endeavoured to revenge him. Without entering 
into particulars on which hiftorians always differ, 
we fhall content ourfelves with faying, that, after 
a terrible -daughter on both Tides, Tumambei or¬ 
dered the retreat to be founded in order to fave 
the laft hope of the Mammelukes; that this re¬ 


treat 
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Heg. 9 * 4 » 

been expected from a beaten array, though l*e'—*■—» 
left on the field of battle the few pieces of cannon 
that he had, which the Mammdukes had never 
well known the ufe of. The implacable Selim 
ordered all the wounded to be maffacred, facri- 
ficing them, as he faid, to the manes of Sinan 
balhaw, and he patted the night on the field of 
battle in order toenjoy this bloody fpedtacle. 

. Meanwhile, Tutnambei retired to Grand Cairo; They flee 
but to add to the difgrace, this town, without 
walls or- ditches, offered only a heap of defence^ 
lefs houfes. The Ioffes which the Mammelukes 
had juft had, left them but little hope; they had 
only to perifh with their empire, and find art 
honorable fepulchre in the principal town of their 
dominions. They refolved to form barricades at 
the entrance of every ftreec, to fortify themfelvesi 
in the houfes, and to dig ditches which they 
filled with ftakes (harpened and pointed with 
iron, covered over (lightly, which formed fnares, 
into which whole battalions might tumble with¬ 
out having perceived them. The citizens, the 
(laves, the fons of the Mammelukes, even the 
women, all were become foldiers. The Turks 
thought to enter eafily a town without defence; 
but they had never found any where a more ob¬ 
stinate refiftance than in the ftreets of Grand 
Cairo; they entered the city without having an 
idea of the fort of combat to which they were 

going 
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Hcg. *924" g°‘ n S t0 be expofed. The brave Mammelukes, 

»—v—* who no longer thought of defending their lives, 
fought like defperate men; every thing became 
arms in their hands, whilft the citizens, from the 
windows and tops of the houfes, threw down on 
the Turks, (tones, tiles, utenfils, iron work, in 
fhort every thing they were capable of rolling on 
the. enemy, and poured orf them floods of boiling 
oil. They fought in the ftreets in this manner 
for three days and three nights, the Mammelukes 
not fearing to expofe themfelves to death, pro¬ 
vided they could fucceed in giving it. The 
vanquilhers offered quarter, but they were an- 
fwered only by blows with clubs. Selim faw 
two bafhaws crufhed to pieces by his fide with 
large ftones, on which he ordered the town to 
be fet on fire. The order was executed in feve- 
ral places at the fame inftant. This alone was 
capable of augmenting the conftefnation and 
(laughter. Whilft the Egyptians were vainly en¬ 
deavouring to extinguifh the fire, precipitating 
themfelves from the middle of the flames* into 
the ftreets, and every where meeting death in 
trying to avoid it, the remains of the Mamme- 
lukes efcaped from a place which they could no 
longer defend. They carried with them their 
king, pafied the Nile, and went to the number 
of five thoufand men to intrench themfelves in 
the country of Saretta. Selim, matter of Grand 
(Cairo, was not equally fo of-the flames, which con- 

fumed 
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fumed whole ftreets under his eyes, fpite of all his 
effortstoextinguifh them. When he had at length 
reduced Grand Cairo, ruined and deferted, under 
his power, it was requifite to complete the con- 
queft of the Mammelukes, who ftill exifted in a 
corner of Egypt. He fent to fummon Tumambei 
to furrender, promifing him the fangiacate of 
Grand Cairo, and all his people their lives. 

The Mammelukes, who had no dependance on Selim ha^ 
the promifes of the Turkifh emperor, and full of the Mam- 
refentment for all -his cruelties, caufed the two p^rfued. 
chiaus, whom he had fent to them, to be ftran- dan is u-* 
gled. The news of this violation of the law of put tT* 
nations was a pretext for Selim to give himfelf deith * 
up to all his barbarity. But, not choofing to 
go in perfon againft a handful of defperate fel¬ 
lows, he fent twenty thoufand men, fpahis and 
janiffaries, under the command of the vizier 
Muftapha Kirlou, to force their intrenchments. 

This laft combat was as obftinate as thofe that 
had preceded it. The Mammelukes, after hav¬ 
ing fold dearly their lives, were almoft all left 
dead on the field of battle. Tumambei threw 
down his arms and fled in difguife. The Turks, 
who fancied he could nev^r be. defeated ’till they 
ihould have taken his life, employed every mean 
to difcover him. After four days and four nights 
fearch, he was betrayed for a fum of money j 
fome janiffaries took him in a morafs, where he 
had hidden hipifelf among the bulrufhes. This 

unfortunate 
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in Egypt, 
and brings 
with him 
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tinople a 
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unfortunate prince was dragged to Grand Cairo; 
his fight caufed an exceflive joy throughout the 
army. Selim ordered hiiin, who, a month before, 
was the fovereign of this city, as opulent and 
populous as it was then ruined and deferted, to 
be conduced all over Grand Cairo on an old 
mule. This brave prince, after having been 
expofed a long time to the infults of the foldiery, 
was hanged in the middle of his capital. The fultan 
fet a price on the heads of the remaining Mam- 
melukes, and had all thofe that were brought to 
him maffacred without mercy. 

After this {laughter, Selim marched towards 
Alexandria, which opened its gates, before even 
the grand ieignior had caufed them to be fum- 
moned. All Egypt followed the example. No¬ 
thing was feen throughout but a people who 
fubmitted to the conqueror. Thus ended the 
empire of the Mammelukes, refpefted in Africa 
and Afia for near three hundred years. The 
different interefts of thefe foreign matters and 
the natives fhould feemingly have extinguilhed 
it fooner. A people entire, fubjedt to another 
people, mutt needs hate a multitude of defpots 
nourifhed by the labour of thofe whom they 
continually opprelfed. Selim found in Egypt a 
phantom of a caliph, whom the Mammeluke 
foudans had eftablifhed there. He was of the 
illuttrious race of the Abbafians. This pretended 
chief of the Muffulman religion, though revered 

by 
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by the Egyptians, as the fucceflor of the fuc- ££ 15*9* 
eeffors of Mahomet, had not even the appearance *—«* 

of power. All thefe- advantages were confined 
to an outward -pageantry, and fome confiderable 
marks of refped which he received from all 
the MufTulmen. The grand feignior, after hav¬ 
ing enjoyed his new conqueft feveral months, 
conduced the pretended caliph to Conftanti- 
nople, where he entertained him at the expence 
of the public treafure; this prince was neither 
dangerous by his pretenfions nor his refources. 

The emperors, having no intereft to get rid of 
him, permitted him to bear his title of caliph, 
for the remainder of his life, both at Conftanti- 
nople and Grand Cairo, where he returned after 
the death < 5 f Selim. But they would not permit 
his children to fucceed to this frivolous title* 
which, in the hands of an enterprifmg prince, 
might have given them uneafinefs. After the 
.emperor had vifited all the confiderable-towns 
of Egypt and Syria, he appointed two governors 
in this important conquell. Caitbek, one of the; 
'lieutenants who had betrayed fultan Gauri, was 
made bafhaw of Grand Cairo for all Egypt, and 
Gazilbek, who had likewife betrayed that unfor¬ 
tunate prince, was appointed bafhaw of Aleppo 
for all Syria. Selim thought, without doubt, 
that thefe Mammelukes would be more capable 
of governing a country which they had delivered 
to him, than the Ottomans; never confidering, 

O o that 
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tiiat recompenfing treachery is laying ohes-felf 
'—' r ~ t open to become its vi&im, He returned to his 
capital to prepare for new conquefts, and obliged 
a great; number of families to come thither from 
Grand Cairo, Gaza, Aleppo, and Alexandria, for 
he would beyond every thing enrich his capital. 
Moreover, the eaftern monarchs, who know 
much kfc how t0 improve than to defjtroy, found 
their power on the weaknels of their fubjeds ; 
and as the law of the ftrongeft is alrnqfl the only 
one known in the Eaft, they think they have 
great intereft in depopulating the diftant pro¬ 
vinces, 

Selim, being arrived at; Conftantinople, went 
in the greateft ftate to the principal mofque. 
After haying ordered thanks to be returned to 
God for his fuccefs, he pronounced, before all 
the people, a folemn oath, that, for the future, 
he would never turn hack, ’$1 he fhoqld have 
exterminated the power of the Perfians and the 
race of their kings. But the finances were fb 
drained by the Egyptian war, that the emperor 
was obliged to iofe a whole year, in order to give 
the defterdar, or fuperintendent of the finances, 
time to gather the tribute from the vaffals, the 
revenues of the cuftotn?, apd the annual tax 
paid by. all the Chriftians and Jews fubjeds of 
the empire. This was what formed and ftill 
forms the treafure called exterior, employed 
in paying the troops and acquitting the ex- 

pences 
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pences of the ftatc. The treafure interior, which |- c ; »s»9* 
is under the dire&idn df the kafnadar pafchi, one ‘--v—* 
,bf the eunuchs of the feraglio, furniffies the 
maintenance of the grand feignior’s houfe, his 
wives, his gardens, his {fables, and every thing 
that concerns his perfon. It arifes from the de- 
mefnes of the fultan let out to the profit of 
his highnefs, and, when he pleafes to augment 
it, he joins to it the confifcation of the wealth 
of the great officers of the empire, who have 
enriched themfelves in their governments, by 
feizing on every thing that belonged to thofe 
whom they 'have caufed to be executed.’ The 
grand feignior has a right, (which he makes ule. 
of more or lefs often, according to his charafter,) 
to profcribe the heads of fuch of his fubje&s as 
may difpleafe him', without the leaffc ceremony, 
and without informing, either the people o'r the 
condemned perfon, of the reafon of his condem¬ 
nation. The bafhaws make ufe of it in their 
governments with the fame defpotifm.* 

At the time when the finances of the ftafe were Pun!fl >- 

ment of 

drained, the fultan had recourfe to this odious Yonm ba - 

. i fliaw, and 

mean. Yonus bafhaw, one of the viziers of the theprm- 

_ cipal peo- 

O02 bench, pie of a- 

mafia. 

• In order to avoid thefe profcriptions, which are rarely made but with a 
V|ew to confifcations, every one carefully conceals bis riches, even the 
means aild the talents which he has for getting them. From thence Iprings 
that inaGion, fo prejudicial to the' date,- in which mod of the natives 
live. It is only foreigners, wlio enjoy with the Turks the protection of 
their fovereign, who dare leave the Sate of poverty j and they are often 
puniihed for it, by extortions which they are obliged t; pay without prtfuta-. 
ing to complain. 
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j.c. 1519. b en ch, who, in all Selim’s wars, had ferved him 
v —* with more fidelity and fuccefs than any of his ge- 
. nerals, was ordered to encreafe the pay of the gar- 
rifons which he commanded in Natolia. This 
bafhaw, in the impoffibility of obeying, caufed to 
be diftributed, or at leaft offered, the pay on the 
ancient footing; the troops tumultuoufly refufed 
it. On the news of this mutiny, Yonus bafhaw 
was ordered to the feraglio; this minifter having 
explained to the ^mperor, that the treafury of 
his province, from which confiderable fums had 
been already drawn for the preparations of the 
war, was unable to furnifh the additional ex¬ 
pence : " Thy property fhall acquit it,” replied, 
the cruel monarch, and he had Yonus bafhaw 
firangled almoft under his eyes. The laft, 
and the bloodieft of thefe executions, was in 
the town of Amafia. Selim learned that an im- 
poftor had called himfelf the fon of Achmet 
there, and had attempted to form a party. This 
new adverfary was foon repreffed and punifhed. 
The emperor,. on the declaration of one man 
only,' who had pretended that all the principal 
Inhabitants of Amafia were the accomplices of 
this rebel, caufed more than four hundred per- 
fons, who protefted their innocence, to be em¬ 
paled with him or blooded to death. 

£c. 1520, At length the conqueror, or rather the deflroyer 
eg ‘ 9 ‘ Selim, was flopped in the courfe of his cruelties. 

Death of 

Seiim. as he was preparing to march againft Perfia. He 

•» was 
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was attacked by a fevere illnefs in a village near 1 
Adrianople, where he went to vifit the tomb of 
his fathers; he died in a few days of'an abfcefs 
formed in the upper part of his thigh, reproach¬ 
ing himfelf, it is faid, with the blood that he 
had fo wantonly and abundantly Ihed. This 
prince was the firil of the Turkilh emperors who 
went in difguife to the camps and towns, mixing 
with the people and foldiers. In the eaftern 
manners, the monarch is too much above his 
fubjeds, to.be able to have the leaft idea of the 
people that he governs, unlefs, uhder thefe dif- 
guifes, he fee the condud of thofe who govern 
tinder him, and feek to know what effeds the 
orders he gives produce, becoming, in fome 
■refpeds, his own fpy. Selim died aged fifty-four 
■years, after having reigned eight, during which 
he greatly enlarged his empire. But he feemed 
willing to depopulate it, as he augmented it. 


s o L Y M a n 1. 

SURNAMED thi MAGNIFICENT. 

tenth r e i g n. "~‘- 

„ T • Solvjna* 

S OLYMAN, the fon of Selim, was thirty years attends the 
old when he afcended the throne. He began HeT/ftorcs 

. . _ _ . „. the confif. 

his reign with ads of jultice, permitting- ail his cations 
fubjefts to reimburfe themfelves from the public his prede- 

treafiiry cel?t>r * 
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jx.1520. treafury what had been wrefted from them with- 

fieg» 916* 4 

•—out a caufe. This is the only example of the 
kind in the Turkilh hiftoryi but, as it was not 
extended to the defendants of thofe that had been 
profcribed, and the greateft part had loft their 
lives with their fortunes, thefe reftitutions were 
neither numerous nor confiderable. The news 
of Selim’s death excited troubles in the empire, 
tk «pen> ver y common under a new reign. The Matn- 
ta* «Yoit meluke Gazelbek, this baflhaw of Syria, who had 

of G*eU _ * 

b »- merited his government by deferting to the 
«yn». Turks, undertook to make himfelf fovereign of 
the country which he had once already wrefted' 
from, its lawful prince. He fent a delegate to 
Caitbek, the accomplice of his former treachery, 
who, like himfelf, had been rewarded with the 
fangiacate or government of Grand Cairo, to 
leprefent to him, that it was time to throw off 
the joke, and that, if they mutally affifted one 
another, their union would re-eftablifh the empire 
of the Mammelukes. Whether Caitbek did not 
think himfelf ftrong enough to take Egypt from 
the Ottoman power, or that he was tired of be¬ 
traying, far from liftening to the propofals of the 
bafhaw of Syria, he had his emiffary ftrangled, 
and immediately informed the Porte of every 
thing that it had to fear from Gazilbek. The 
latter, not feeing his emiffary return, did not 
doubr but his fecret was divulged, either by his 
confident, or by him to whom he had been fent. 

The 
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The bafliaw of Syria threw off the malk, caufed 
himfelf to be called fbudaii, and affumed all the v- g - v *-»* 
attributes of fovereign. Solyman loft not a 
moment to crufli this rebel; he fent towards 
Syria, under the orders of Ferhad bafliaw, all 
the forces that Selim, his father, had intended 
again ft Petfia. On the news of thefe motions, 
Gazelbek gathered together all the troops his 
faction could furnifti him with. Twenty thou- 
&nd men only confenfed. to march againft this 
formidable army, which the ufurper was not 
afraid to go and, attack with the tenth part of 
the forces oppofed to him. Well convinced that 
audacity alone could fupply the deficiency of 
number, he would not attend , in fortified towns 
the deftiny with which he was menaced. He 
marched out of Damafcus to take pofteffion of 
an advantageous camp, where he was foon joined 
by the enemy. The combat was nothing but a 
• daughter, hardly one of Gazelbek’s foldiers ef- 
caped the enemy’s fword, and he himfelf paid 
with his life, for the honor of having reigned two 
months in Damafcus. So mych blood flied in 
one Angle day, retained, npt only Syria, but 
all Afiatic Turkey under the obedience of So¬ 
lyman. 

The fpirit of conqueft was hereditary in the He 

4 ches into 

Ottoman houfe. Neither the emperors nor the Hu "g jr y; 

.... 1 . his vizier 

troops could remain in peace. Solyman refolved takes Bel- 
to turn his arms, agajnft Europe, and. tp extend 8 " d<a 

his 
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dominions to the weftward of Conftantinople, 
v—> For fear left any new diforder fliQuld Interrupt 
theCrecfcs. l ^ e courfe of his expeditions, he placed fixty 
jgainft thoufand men under the command of Ferhad 

their inch- 

buy there 0 b a fo aw > beglerbeg of Afia, to enable him to keep 
licks/ou^dall the country in obedience to his authority, 
town. He fent a fleet of obfervation into the Archi¬ 
pelago, and fitted out another of fifty fhips of 
■war, which was to efcort, to the Black fea, four 
hundred veflels of burden, defigned to provifion 
the army which menaced Hungary. Never had 
there been a more favorable moment .for the 
Turks to attack theChriftian dominions. Spain, 
France, Germany, and Italy, were agitated by 
difcord. Pope Leo X; wa§ occupied with the 
rifing opinions of Luther, and the wars in^ Italy 
between Charles V. and Francis I. for the duchy 
of Milan He was unable.to prevail on the 
princes of Chriftendom to luccour the king of 
Hungary, as yet a minor, whofe greedy minifters 
were impoverifhing his heritage, and had carried 
their imprudence fo far, as to infult this Otto¬ 
man power, fo redoubtable for their matter. 
Solyman having, according to cuftom, fent am- 
bafiadors to the young king Lewis II. his neigh¬ 
bour, immediately after the death of Selim, and 
at the time of his accefilon to the throne, the 
Hungarian monarch, or rather his minifters, 
paid fo little attention to the law of nations, as 
to fuffer thefe minifters of peace to be infulted by 

the 
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the people. This was more than fufficient toll's 11 - 

. . Heg. 927, 

authorife all the afts of hoftility which Solyrttan 1 —<—■ * 
meditated. He fent inftantly a body of troops 
to block up Belgrade,-before they had time to 
fend provifions and reinforcements thither. He 
marched himfelf at the head of a powerful army, 
and encamped in the plains of Semin, after which 
he detached his grand vizier Muftapha Kirlou 
with a numerous corps, to reinforce the troops 
that were laying fiege to Belgrade. This Hun¬ 
garian key, which had always refilled the prede- 
ceffors of Solynrran, was taken, in lefs than’ a 
month, through thefcarcity of provifions and the 
weakriefs of the garrifon; They found in Bel¬ 
grade relicks that had been for a long time much 
venerated in Hungary. The emperor had therm 
col left ed with great care, and carried to Con- 
ftantinople, where, after having caufed them to 
be ihewn for money to the devout Chriftians, he 
fold them to the Greek patriarch for twelve thou- 
fand ducats, who was obliged to raife this fum 
from thofe who were of his communion; for this 
aft of religion was not quite voluntary. 

Whilft the grand vizier was occupied before j.c. 1522. 
Belgrade, the emperor took, in perfon, feveral 
little places. He meditated, for the following year, 
a more important conqueft, in which Mahomet ^elnfof 
II. had not been able to fucceed. The grand £ hodes * 

He mena- 

mailer of Rhodes, Carette, was lately dead: the «^he 

knights by 

grand prior of France, Philip Villiers L’ifle letter. 

P p Adam, 
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jf-c. »s«? Adam, had been ele&ed in his place, though 
& 919. feveral competitors had made intrigues in the 
ele&ion. Bofio, a lay brother of the Order, who 
has written its annals, allures us, that the grand 
prior of Caftile, Damaral, a Portuguefe by birth, 

1 one of the candidates for the dignity of grand 
mafter, in his rage at having been unfuccefsful, 
refolved to deliver up the ifle of Rhodes, and 
wrote to Solyman to make him the propofal of it# 
Be that as it may, the emperor of the Turks, 
yvho knew how to pay fpies, was informed that 
the moment was favorable. All the powers of 
Europe were at that time at war, which put it 
put of their power to fuccour Rhodes, and em¬ 
ployed a great number of knights and tegular 
troops, who could not be expetted to come 
the afliftance of the ifland: and as all the mis¬ 
fortunes feemed to happen at the fame time, 
Rhodes, after two years fcarcity, was badly pro- 
yilioned, and the place was difmantled in feveral 
parts, becaufe the grand mafter Carette had taken 
down fome baftions, to rebuild them on more 
folid foundations. Neverthelefs Solyman durfl 
not break, without a pretext, the treaty concluded 
wi?h the Order, under Bajazet II. The grand 
mafter, Villiers L’ifle Adam, having fet fail from 
Marfeilles in a carack, followed by four feluccas, 
carrying provifions and ammunition, landed for¬ 
tunately at Rhodes, acrofs a thoufand dangers 
from fires, tempefts, and particularly from a 

famous 



SOLYMAN I. 


291 


famous Turkifh corfair, called Curtogli'; he had ££.1522. 
been fent fecretly by Solyman, to lie in wait for & 9*9- 
L’ifle Adam in his pafiage; and his little fquadron, 
all compofed of corfairs like himfelf, was very 
fuperior in force to the efcort of the grand maf- 
ter. The latter however found means to avoid 
him, and was received with tranfports of joy ini 
the ifland which he was conne to govern; He 
found only fix hundred knights there, and lefs 
than fix thoufand regular troops. Villiers L’ifle 
Adam was hardly arrived at Rhodes when he 
received a letter from the emperor of the Turksj 
Of which the following is a faithful tranflation. 

“ Solyman fultan, by the grace of God, king of 
“ kings, fovereign of fovereigns, great emperor 
cc of Byzantium and Trebizond; moft powerful 
<e king of Perfia, of Arabia, and of Egypt j 
“ fovereign paramount of Europe and Alia; 

,c prince of Mecca and Aleppo; pofleffor of Je- 
v rufalem j and lord of all the ocean j to Philip 
" Villiers L’ifle Adam, grand mailer of Rhodes^ 

“ greeting. “ I congratulate thee on thy new 
“ dignity, and on thy arrival in thy territories $ 

“ mayeft thou reign happily, and with Hill more 
“ glory than thy predeceflors. It will be thy 
* c own fault if thou do not live On good terms 
“ with us. Enjoy then our friendlhip, and, as 
tc our friend, don’t be the laft to congratulate us 
* f on the cohquefts which we have juft made in 
K Hungary, where we have rendered 1 ourlelves 
P P 2 “ mailers 
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?c matters cf. the important town of Belgrade, 
<e after having put to the fword all thofe who 
tf had the temerity to refift us. Adieu.” 

L’ifle Adam, difpleafed with this letter, which } 
whilft it offered peace, difplayed with fo much 
affectation the^ conquefts that the Turks had 
made from the Chriftians, anfwered: “ Brother 
tc Philip Villiers L’ifle Adam, grand matter of 
<( Rhodes, to Solyman, fultan of the Turks: I 
ft -have very well comprehended the meaning of 
«* thy letter which thy ambaffador has brought 
<f me. The propofals of a peace between us are 
“ as agreeable to me as they will be difagreeable 
“ to Curtogli. This corfair, in my paffage from 
“ France, did his utmoft to take me prifoner but 
“ not having fucceeded in his projeft, and not 
* c being able to refolve to leave thefe feas without 
tc having done us fome damage, he entered the 
«* river LyGia, and endeavoured to take two 
<c merchantmen which went from our ports* 
{t He even attacked a bark belonging to fome 
" ^'andians. But fome galleys of the Order* 
tc which I fent from our port, obliged him to 
cc defift, and, for fear of falling himfelf into our 
“ power, he fought his fafety in a fpeedy flight.” 

As L’ifle Adam had no hoftage in his hands, 
he did not think it prudent to expofe a knight, 
as ambaffador, to the infults of a nation which 
knew but little of the laws of mankind. A 
Greek, an inhabitant of Rhodes, was charged with 

carrying 
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carrying the letter of the grand matter to Soly- 
man. Muftapha.Kirlou, grand vizier and favo- 
rite of the emperor, who had juft married the 
fitter of that prince, wrote to Rhodes, that he 
could never permit the letter addrefied to Soly- 
man to be remitted to him, unlefs one of the moft 
qualified commanders of the Order came himfelf 
to prefent it in the name of the knights of St* 

John. L’ifle Adam replied, that he would fend 
two grand erodes to Conftantinoplq, as foon as 
the emperor of the Turks fhould have fent two 
viziers or bafhaws of the bench as hoftages to 
Rhodes. As they were obftinately refolved not 
comply with this formality, the knights were 
determined to remain fo likewife, and indeed 
with great reafon, as their fpies informed them, 
that the intention of the vizier, and confequently 
of the emperor, was to force from the mouth of 
the ambaffador, either by force or cunning, an 
ex aft ftate of the forces of the Ifle of Rhodes; 

In confequence of this information, the grand 
matter haftened to recruit his army. He fent 
immediately to all the ports of Italy to buy up 
and affemble convoys to provifion Rhodes. He 
would, fain have levied troops; but all the fubjefts 
*>f the Venetians had orders to refufe him recruits. 

It feemed as if this republic wilhed to have 
Rhodes taken. , By dint of attention, artifice, 
and money, L’ifle Adam could procure only 
five hundred men from the Candjans, and an 

engineer. 
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en 8 ineer > a nob ^ e Breffan, called Martinengue, 
9 ^ the moft ingenious man of his time in fortifi¬ 
cation* who* having taken the crofs of the Order, 
rendered it afterward the moft fignal fervices* 
Amidft all thefe preparations* the grand m after re¬ 
ceived the following letter from the emperor of 
the Turks. * c We are informed that the letter 
“ which our highnefs has written thee, has caufed 
** thee more aftonilhment than pleafure. Know, 

. . _ «• that I am not contented with the taking of 

Belgrade* but propole to make foon another 
«* more important conqueft, of which thou Ihalt 
«* be warned the firft, thou and thy knights be- 
<( ing feldom out of my memory.” 

L'ifle Adam replied, by the chiau that 
brought this fort of challenge : “ I am no way 
** forry at thy remembering me and the knights 
“ of my Order. Thou mentioneft thy conqueft 
<f in Hungary and thy intention to execute an- 
“ other enterprife from which thou hopeft for 
** the fame fuccefs j but remember, that, of all 
** the projects formed by mankind, there are 
** none more uncertain than thofe which depend 
ft on the fortune of war.” 


L’ifle A- 
dam & his 
knights 
prepare for 
their de¬ 
fence* 


After thefe forts of declarations of war, they 
had only to think of their own defence. Some 
Turkilh velfels had already furprifed feveral un¬ 
armed Rhodian lhips. The grand mafter order¬ 


ed the villages to be ruined, the corn to be cut. 


and the exterior edifices to be pulled dotfttj even 


the 
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the churches, all the materials of which were 

* Peg. ga»» 

carried into the town, as much to be made ufe of, » 9»9« _ 
as not to leave the enemy the means to conftrudfc 
platforms proper to place cannon on. 

Every thing was burnt that could not be of ufe 
in the town, and the peafants were conduced 
thither, as much to fubfift them, as to employ 
them in the reconftru&ion of the fortification? 
that had been pulled down, and in repairing the 
breaches. Thefe precautions, indifpenfable for 
fuftaining a fiege againft fuch a power as the 
Turks, caufed great detriment, and impoverifhed 
the ifland, particularly as the large conyoys which 
came from other parts had drained the public 
treafury. The chancellor Damaral reprefented 
in open council, that they were caufing a real ca-, 
lamity in order to prevent an uncertain one, 
perhaps even imaginary; that the accounts which 
came from the ifles of the Archipelago faid, that 
the armament of the Turks menace 4 the ifle of 
Candia, and even Italy; that, during the forty 
years which he had ferved the Order, he had ob- 
ferved, that the' uneafmefs caufed by the Turks 
had done more mifchief than their hoftilities. 

This difcourfe, which, at that time, was but little 
noticed, contributed afterward to the ruin of 
Damaral. He was appointed, againft his incli¬ 
nation, commifiary of the ftores, together with 
chevalier Gabriel Pommerolles, grand com¬ 
mander, and chevalier John Bouk, turcopolicr 

or 
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^ , 5 «*or general of the horfe. Martinengue, juft 

t & 9 2 9 -.’ made fuperintendent of the fortifications, haf- 
tehed the railing of the baftions. He made, 
on the outfide of the place, cuts, ditches, in- 
trenchments, barricades, in Ihort, every work 
that the lhortnefs of the time would permit him 
to undertake. The citizens of Rhodes confented 
to take arms. The grand matter'formed fome 
companies of them; but there was but very lit¬ 
tle fervice to be-reaped from thefe people, who 
were neither made- for fatigue nor danger. We 
have faid that Rhodes \Vas‘fituated on a little hill, 
.and extended by a final! declivity as far as the 
borders of the fea; that the two ports were de¬ 
fended-by two fortrefies conftrufted on two ad¬ 
vanced moles. Each of thefe ports was Ihut 
by two chains of iron at fome diftance. L’ifle 
Adam placed garrifons in all the forts, and com¬ 
mitted the defence of each baftion and each tower 
to a Angle knight. The men which this knight 
commanded were to be relieved every twenty-four 
hours. The grand mafter thought to keep up 
an emulation, by thus attaching each officer to 
the defence of one particular poft. He had fe- 
veral veflels funk, loaded with ftones, at the foot 
of the moles on which the caftles were con- 
ftru&ed, in order to render the approach imprac* 
ticable, and to fave his troops the combats which 
the knights had had to ftiftain at the tower of St. 
Nicholas during the laft liege of Rhodes. The 

upper 
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upper part of the town, which contained the prin- J-c.isa*. 
cipal. churches,: the'grand matter's palace, the & 929- 
inns, and the dwellings of the, knights, was 
abandoned by them. All lodged near the walls 
in order to be both day and night ready for the 
attacks. ■; I/ifle-Adam was to have an eye. on all 
the poftsj he appointed four grand croffes to 
fecond him in this important duty, the chancellor 
Damaral, the tu.rcopolier John Bouk,., Peter 
Decluis,, grand prior of France, and Gregory 
Morgnf,, grand prior of Navarre. 

"Whilft. the gjandmafter was thus preparing to 
receive the.enemy, they perceived by night on the 
coaft of Lycia, which faces the ports of Rhodes, 
fires, reftmbling fignals. A French knight, called - 
Menetou, was lent in a felucca to examine thefe 
fires> He took ;with him a Rhodian, called 
Jaxi, who underftood and fpoke the Turkilh lan¬ 
guage with propriety. Having approached the 
ihore near thefe fires, the caufe of their voyage, 
they faw, around, fome Turks, who appeared to 
them to be merchants. Jaxi having inquired of 
them for a mdlfchant who came on thefe coafts, 
and with whom he had been acquainted ; they 
replied, that he Ihould fee him, if he would come 
on Ihore. Menetou, hoping to procure fome 
intelligence, permitted Jaxi to land, on condition 
of the Turks’ furnilhing him with, a hoftage. 
u The latter having brought to the veflel the belt 
in appearance, or at lead the belt clothed, among 
Qjj them j 
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J£' 5 ~them ; as foon as the Turk was on board, Jaxi 

_ & 9»9- f debarked j but he was no fooner landed, than the 
Turks bound this unfortunate man, and placed 
him by force on a horfe, in fight of Menetou, 
who immediately ordered the pretended hdftage 
to be putin irons. This was only a poor peafant 
of the canton, whom thefe Turks had clothed 
in a veft of lilk, and. obliged to follow them* 
They were unable to procure any information at 
Rhodes from this miferable being. The Turks 
condu&ed Jaxi with every expedition to Conftan- 
tinople. The vizier Muftapha had him put to 
the rack; in the horror of the torture, he dif- 
covered every thing he knew, and more than he 
knew of the ftate of the place, the number of 
foldiers and knights, and died a few hours after. 
The certainty of there not being mote than fix 
thoufand regular troops in the' ilk of Rhodes, 
induced the emperor to undertake the liege j 
but he would not commit any kind of hoftility, 
’till after a formal declaration of war. He fent 
therefore fome fpahis to this fame coaft of Lycia 
where the unfortunate Jaxi had been taken. As 
foon as new fignals were perceived, a felucca 
left the port of Rhodes j but not one on board 
Would land, whatever folicitations were made 
them by the fpahis from the Ihore. The Turks, 
feeing that they could not prevail on them, threw 
into the veffel a ftone to which a letter was fattened. 
This was the declaration of war, which, being 

brought 
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brought to Rhodes, was read in open council, 

The following where the contents of it. £ 9»9- f 

“ The depredations which you commit every 
“ day on our faithful fubje&s, and the injury 
which you do Our highnefs, oblige us to com- 
** mand you to remit to us forthwith the ifle and 
* c fortrefs of Rhodes. If you do it willingly, 
ff we fwear by the God who made Heaven and 
<f Earth, by the great prophet Mahomet, by the 
st twenty-fix thoufand prophets /alien from the 
<c Heavens, by the four Writers of the evangelical 
•** hiftory, by the adorable fouls of our fathers 
<c and grandfathers, and by the facred head of 
fC our highnefs, that you fhall be permitted to go 
tc out of the ifland and thelnhabitants to remain 
“ there, without any injury being done to them 
* c or you. But if you do not immediately com- 
tc ply with our orders, you fhall all be put to 
“ the fword, and the towers and walls of Rhodes 
“ fhall be reduced to the height of the herb that 
** grows at its foot.” 

On this, the grand matter ordered public com- 
prayers to implore the affiftance of Heaven, ment of 
After having caufed all the neighbouring iflands the fese ’ 
belonging to the Order to be laid wafte, they 
brought away all the inhabitants that were able 
to carry arms, and fuch as were willing to go to 
Rhodes to live. The enemy’s fleet foon appeared; 
it was compofed of four hundred fail, both great 
and fmall vefiels, which carried a hundred and 
Q^q 3 fifty 
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fefg I |aS* thoufand men, foldiers or pioneers. This 
& 9 a 9* army was commanded by the grand vizier Muf- 
tapha Kirlou. He had for lieutenants the cor- 
fair Curtogli, and Peri bafliaw, who had been 
intrufted with the education of Solyman. The 
fleet entered a road called Parambolin, fix miles 
from Rhodes. For the firft thirteen days there 
was no a<St of hoftility on either fide j the Turks 
landed their artillery and provifions, after which 
they refolved co attack the place, without flop¬ 
ping at the other forts in the ifland, which would 
be obliged to furrender as foon as the town {hould 
. be taken. The fourteenth day Rhodes was in¬ 
verted, and the trenches opened towards tire left 
flank of the place out of the reach of the cannon. 
But as foon as the Turks had erefted a bat- 

v 

tery, it was beaten down, by a battery fet againft 
it. Briflc and frequent fallies fcoured the trenches 
and filled up the works. The knights, as vigi-. 
lant within as without, difcovered a confpiracy of 
Turkirti flaves, who had refolved to fet fire at 
the fame time to feveral places of the town. A 
foldier of the garrifon caught a woman placing 
matches in a place filled with fodder. This 
wretch being put to the torture named her ac¬ 
complices, who were rather numerous, mentioned 
the hour agreed upon, and the different places 
in which this plot was to be executed. They 
were all taken and put . to death. Meanwhile 
the fiege did not advance. The janiffarifs, who 


were 
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were not under the eyes of the emperor, had but 
little confidence in a young general, who was not 9 * 9 -^ 
yet known by any victory. The artillery of the 
•befieged, numerous and well ferved, deftroyed all 
the works of the Turks., Six thoufand men, who 
feemed to multiply themfelves, withftood a hun¬ 
dred and fifty- thoufand with the greateft fuccefs. 

-Peri bafhaw wrote to Solyman, that his prefence 
was neceflary to give vigour to the troops j that 
Rhodes had already refitted the arms of Mahomet 
II. becaufe that prince had not deigned to attack, 
it in perfon j and that the courage of the belt fol- 
diers languilhed, when it was not animated by 
the fight of their fovereign. 

The balhaw’s information drew Solyman from Solyman 

goes to the 

Conftantinople. He put to fea immediately with & H t. 
an efcort rather than a reinforcement. Every 
thing changed countenance on his arrival. The 
example which he gave himfelf, his eyes unceaf- 
ingly fixed on the ramparts of Rhodes, his pro- 
• mifes and menaces, made the janiffaries return 
to their duty. Thefe brave foldiers became 
again what they had formerly been j but the 
refiftance of the knights was only more ob- 
.ftinate. The fultan had brought with him a 
Greek renegade engineer, who caufed mines to 
be made under the baftions. It is faid that Mar- 
tinengue invented in this fiege the ufe of coun¬ 
termines, and the fecret of difeovering the fub- 
terraneous 'works of the enemy by means of 

a drum. 
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'III ', a ^ rum * cau fed the mine to be immediately 
* 9 2 9- counterworked, drove out the labourers with 
grenades, or elfe threw in barrels of powder 
all inflamed, which ftifled and burnt thefe wret¬ 
ches in the fubterraneou.s paflages which they had 
themfelves digged. The artillery of the knights 
of Rhodes, fuperior to that of the Turks, dif- 
mountedalmoft always the batteries of the be- 
flegers, lb that the latter durfl: no longer fire but 
by night. They foon began to want powder,in 
the town. The grand mafter employed all the 
mills and horfes in the place, to grind a fuflicient 
quantity of fait petre, but the cannon and fmall 
arms ufed much more than the mills could fur- 
nifh. The defence of the place foon fuffered 
from this fcarcity; the Rhodians perceived allb, 
that the blood which they fpilt in the fallies was 
too precious, confidering the fmallnefs of their 
number, fince the Turks' fought more than twenty 
againft one. They contented themfelves with 
defending the five baftions which Solyman caufed 
to be attacked at the fame time at the five ex¬ 
tremities of the town, and conftru&ing new 
works behind thofe on which the cannon made 
an imprefiion. Two mines, which fucceeded, 
gave the Turks hopes of foon mounting to the 
afiault, but the walls beaten down difeovered 
new ones to their eyes. For two months had 
they battered in breach, and the Turkifh generals 
had not yet thought of ftorming the place. 

Solyman, 
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• Solyman, full of impatience and Ihame, af-J*^ , S“* 
fembled his council fo reproach the bafhaws with & 9*9- 
fix thoufand Chriftians* oppofing all the forces 

41 u • The grand 

of the Ottoman empire. The grand vizier rer- feigniorde- 
plied, that fufficient advantage had not been yizier on 
taken of their number; that oppofing artillery to the bad 
artillery, and mines to mines, as had been done his troops 
fo far, was renouncing voluntarily their fupe- 1^°^" 
riority j that 'the janiflaries Ihould be led to the placc * 
aifault, and all the baftions attacked at once. 

This propofal was feized with avidity. The next 
morning, at break of day, the batteries fired 
brifker than ever, in order to enlarge the breaches. 

The five principal polls, called France, Spain, 

Italy, Germany, and England, on account of 
their being each intrufted to knights of thele 
nations, were more defended by the valour of the 
troops, than by the fortifications, already much 
impaired. The fultan afcended a fmall hill, from 
whence he could fee with a glance of the eye 
all the attacks that his bafhaws were about to 
make. The janiflaries were already advancing, 
ladder in-hand, when they heard acclamations of 
joy in the place, caufed by the arrival of two 
galleys from Sicily, which brought two hun¬ 
dred foldiers, with provifions and ammunition; . 
Though this fuccour was not very important, 
the good fortune which it had had to enter a port 
inveftcd by more than tw^hundred fail, fpite 
•of the efforts of the captain balhaw and the fire 

from 
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ft eet > was a good omen for the 
^ knights. The defence of the five baftions de- 
monftrated what valour can do againft ferocity 
and number. L’ifle Adam went to the Englilh 
baftion, which was the weakeft, and confequently : 
fnoft in need of attention. • When the janifiaries 
had reached the ditches, the knights lavilhed the 
fire which they had ’till then been fparing of, and 
made a terrible (laughter. The Turks reached 
feveral times the top of the walls, and were as 
often thrown down. All thofe, who put foot on 
the platform of the baftions, met certain death : 
at length, after a combat of more than fix hours, 
during which time all the attacks were conftantly 
repelled, Solyman, fuming with rage, ordered the 
retreat to be founded, in order that it might ap¬ 
pear, at leaft, that his troops had fubmitted only 
to his orders. The Turks left more than twenty 
thoufand men around the ramparts,' which they 
had not been able to force. As foon as he 
was returned to the camp, Solyman. ordered, that 
the grand vizier Muftapha, his favorite and bro¬ 
ther-in-law, fhould be fattened to a ftake in pre¬ 
fence of all the army, as a butt to fhoot arrows at. 
This young monarch made his vizier refponfible 
for the bad fuccefs of the fiege, and particularly 
for the laft afiault, which the grand vizier had 
recommended. This cruel order was going to 
be executed; Muftapha was already fattened to 
the ftake, when Peri bafhaw, his friend, who had 

educated 



educated the emperor, ordered the execution to J ,C,I 5 22 * 
be fufpended, and, feconded by all the bafhaws & 929. 
of the bench, and almoft all the chiefs of the ' ^ 
troops, he ran to the emperor’s tent to folicit a 
pardon for the grand vizier, who, they all main¬ 
tained, was not culpable, Solyman, irritated, 

, condemned Peri bafhaw to periih the fame in¬ 
fant, with him whom he defended with fo much 
conftancy; but all'the other bafhaws having 
proftrated themfelves • at the fame time before 
him, the emperor read in all their eyes how much 
horror this order infpired. Having collected 
himfelf, he pardoned Kirlou and Peri, on con¬ 
dition that the former never appeared again in 
his prefence. A fangiacate was given him in 
Egypt, in order to fend him fo far off that he 
might never return. There remained to punifh 
the lieutenant dr admiral of the fleet, who had 
let the two Neapolitan galleys enter; the fultan 
ordered that he Ihould be publicly depofed, and 
whipped like a flave on board the admiral galley. 

Achmet bafhaw, the able engineer that Solyman 
had brought with him, was made grand vizier, 
and intruded with the command of the |jmy. 

It is faid, that, after this bad' fuccefs, the TrU1 of 
Turkifh efnperor would have raifed thefiege, if he ^' n f e “ 0 d r 
had not been perfuaded by letters from the town, Dimarl1 
thrown into the camp with arrows, to continue 
it. They allured Solyman, that the knights, 
reduced to the laft extremity, could not defend 
R r the 
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lies' "jit' t ^ ie P^ ace ^ch longer ; that they wanted ammir- 

^ 9*9^ nition, and had loft a great many foldiers. This 
intelligence raifed the fultan’s fpirits. The ar¬ 
tillery again battered in breach, and the Turks 
prepared to recommence the altaults. A JewilK 
phyfician was convidted of having committed this 
treafon: he was caught going to ftioot off one 
of thefe arrows which carried advice; he ac¬ 
knowledged, in the torments of the rack, that 
he had conftantly been the fpy of the Turks, 
and ( had even been paid by the emperors Selim 
and Bajazet II. A traitor of much greater con- 
fequence was foon thought to be difcovered. 
Damaral, the grand chancellor, though intruded 
during the liege with the infpedtion of the polls, 
had always been fufpedted by the friends of the 
grand mailer, and by grand mailer himfelf. 
An old grudge which he 'was reproached with 
bearing L’ille Adam, befpre that knight was in¬ 
verted with the fovereign dignity; the pretehfxons 
of Damaral to the grand-mafterlhip, and his too 
vifible chagrin at not having fucceeded therein; 
his oppofition in the council to the provifioning 
of Rhodes when war was not yet declared; the 
fcarcity of guri-powder, which happened only 
becaufe the chancellor, charged with that infpec- 
tion, had affured the council that the magazines 
were much fuller than they really were; ‘ all this 
had raifed fufpicions. The reader mull remem¬ 
ber that the different polls were intrufted to the 

fame 
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fame officer, for the whole fiege. One ofjj®' 5 “* 
thefe commanders fecretly warned the grand & 9 2 9- 
mailer, that a fervant of Damaral’s, called Blafe 
Dies, came very often to his poft; that, for a 
long time, he paid no attention to him, but hav¬ 
ing at length remarked, that this man appeared 
there every day at the fame hours, he had exa¬ 
mined him nearer, and thought he was fure that 
Dies threw intelligence into the enemy’s camp 
by means of arrows j and t^iat the grand chan¬ 
cellor came thfre' often with his fervant. 

JL’iife Adam paid attention to this information. 

Pjjes, carefully watched, was caught going to 
throw off one of thefe notes, which was taken in 
his hands. The wretch, interrogated, contra- 

1 .. uj t i j . r 1 r 

dieted himfejf fey^ral times; on being put to the 
rack, he laid, before he fuffered it, that the in¬ 
telligence which he fent to the enemy was dic¬ 
tated to him by Damaral, and that he threw it 
into the enemy’s camp by order of his matter. 

The chancellor was arretted immediately and 
conducted to the tower of St. Nicholas. Two 
grand croffes were fent to interrogate him. Da¬ 
maral defended himfelf with haughtinefs. He 
replied to thefe commiffioners, that he had not 
ferved the Order forty years to betray it in an 
advanced age; that the favors of the Turks could 
not compenfate for the riches, dignities, and re¬ 
putation he enjoyed j and that he oppofed to his 
calumniators, the feries of a long life without 
R r 2 reproach. 
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reproach. When they confronted him with his 
accufer, he faid, that that man accufed him, only- 
through revenge for having had him feverely 
chaftifed feveral times, and perhaps with the 
hope o£ faving his life that, if he, Damaral, 
had ,wiihed to betray, he had no Qccafion for the 
affiftance of that wretch, as his quality of in- 
fpe&or of the defence gave him the right of 
viliting the polls at all hours, and to remain there 
as long as he fhould think proper, without ever 
being fufpe&ed. 

A prieft, chaplain to the Order, came and de- 
pofed, that, having advanced on a baftion one 
day, which he mentioned, he faw Damaral with 
this fervant, both looking earneftly on the ene¬ 
my’s camp; that being both returned, he per¬ 
ceived in Dies’s hands, a crofs bow, with its bolt 
or quarrel, to which a paper was fattened; that 
the chancellor haughtily demanded of him with 
an angry tone, what he was feeking j upon which 
he retired immediately, feeing his prefence was 
difagreeable. On this depofition it was refolved 
that Damaral fhould be put to the rack. Before 
it was commenced, the grand croffes earneftly 
preffed him to put himfelf in a fituation to ex¬ 
perience the forgivenefs of God, of the grand 
matter, and of all the Order, by a fincere ac¬ 
knowledgment of his crime. The chancellor 
anfwered with firmnefs, that nothing fhould ever 
make him calumniate himfelf, that he would ra¬ 
ther 
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ther fuffer all the torments imaginable, than ren- 
der himfelf contemptible in the eyes of the world & 9*9-» 
and his own. In the horrors of the torture, he 
acknowledged folely, that at the time of the 
election of L’ifle Adam," knowing that the Turks 
had for a long time menaced the ifland, he had 
faid to,two knights, that that would be the laft 
grand matter of Rhodes j that his chagrin at not 
having carried it againft his competitor, and his 
manner of thinking o,f L’ifle Adam, whom he 
had always confidered as a man of little ability, 
had drawn thefe indifcreet exprelfions from him. 

As to the reft, gentlemen, continued he, looking 
at his judges, this fault does not merit that you 
Ihould deliver one of the firft perfonages of your 
. Order to the executioner. Damaral preferved 
this firmnefs to the laft moment. His judges 
however thought they faw fufficient to condemn 
him. The grand chancellor was therefore pub¬ 
licly ftripped of the marks of his dignity, and 
the habit of his Order, after which he was de¬ 
livered to the fecular judges, who caufed him to 
be carried in a chair, the next day, to the great 
fquare, where his fervant was hanged before his 
•eyes, and himfelf beheaded, always protefting his 
innocence and the error of his judges. 

Meanwhile the Turks battered in breach fafter 
than ever. The remaining knights, rather hid¬ 
den and buried than fortified in the ruins of their 
ramparts, fays Vertot, conftantly flattered them- 

felves 
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^•^“r felves with fupcours from, the Chriftian princes, 

& 9*9- without which they could not long hold out. But 
Charles V. and Francis 1 , had affairs more intp- 
refting for them than the liege of Rhodes. j^IJL 
the other Chriftian princes, without e^ceptjing 
the new popp Adrian VI. were engaged in the 
quarrel of thefe two iiluftdjous, rivals, ^od aban¬ 
doned this tnonaftery of warriors to the care of 
Providence and the valour of its knights. Three 
convoys, one from Provenpe, another frppi Spain, 
and a third from England, had heen xyrecked in 
diftant places or taken by the Turks. The ja- 
niffaries, becomema(fpraof thy; out-works of t^p. 
place, had obliged the gr^pd matter to have the 
churches and buildings in the fuburbs pulled 
down, in orcfer to deprive the enemy of therp. 
The fire from the befiegers and the befieged was 
fp clofe, that there was no infermiflion either by 
day or night. The Turks were continually re¬ 
lieving ope apother, in orcjer to oblige the few 
fqjdiers who were yet in thp place, to remain 
always on duty. ' Nptwithftanding thefe extre¬ 
mities, L’ifle Adam would not hear of a capitu¬ 
lation. He recollected always, that forty years 
before, the perfeverance of Aubuffon had tired 
the valour of th® janiflaries : not being Left va-r 
liant nor left prudent, he flattered himfelf, though 
left feconded, with being equally fortunate.. 
Achmet bafhaw faw, that, notwithftanding the 
ground which his-troops gained in the place, and 

fpite 
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fplte of the breaches in the n£w works, thefe libns 
could not be forced in their fbtt. He caufed & 9*9- ^ 
'honorable'capitulations to be propofed to them 
feveral times j the grand' mafter, having always 
rejected them,^hreatefied, at iaft, to fire on thofe 
who Were charged with thefe propofals; but the 
Rhodians faw with the grdateft grief that their 
town would foon be facked* Intelligence was 
continually throwing into the 1 place, importing, 
that the Rhodians might, if they would, faWe 
’their poffefilons, their fortunes, hnd the honor of 
their wives; that the grand 1 feignior offered them 
treaties, btit that the knights, their real enemies, 

'were refolved to fee them jperifh. Thefe mur¬ 
murs encreafed more arid more againft the ob- 
fiinacy of L’ifle Adam. At length; the Greek and xhe wo 
the Latin archbifhop, for there was ohe for each 
communion at Rhodes, went and told the grand 
matter, that God was determined to take the 
ifland frorn the Order, fince he deprived them of ^" d the 
the means to defend it; that religion did not s' tven u p* 
permit him to facrifice fo many people to wain 
glorv; that humanity was not lefs a duty of'the 
kriighc^ of St. John, than valour j that, befides, 
it Was to'be feared that the Rhodians, grown 
defperate, would become his enemies, and would 
l-ather march on the bloody bodies of the few 
knights who remained at Rhodes, to open their 
gates and accept the capitulation offered, than 
expofe themfelves ’ to thefe horrors, which the 

notes 
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J; c,, 5«* notes thrown into the town were unceafingly 
& 9»9* menacing them with. 

The grand One ^ arc bbifhops being admitted to 
mailer the council to plead the caufe of the people, three 
a capituia. merchants brought a requeft in the name of all 
the citizens, which contained in fubftance juft 
what the prelates had been faying, and ended 
with an indireft menace, to feparate the caufe of 
the citizens from that of the Order. All laws 
both divine and human, they faid, obliged them 
to provide for the fafety of their wives and chil¬ 
dren. Notwithftanding the refiftance of L’ifle 
Adam, who was always for continuing the de¬ 
fence, all the grand croffes who compofed the 
council were for ordering the commanders and 
infpe&ors of the pofts from, their duty, to learn 
from them the ftate of their intrenchments, and, 
in fine, if it were poffible to hold out. The 
grand prior of St. Gilles, and the bailiff Mar- 
tinengue, that celebrated Brefian engineer, who 
had the principal infpe&ion, and who had both 
performed prodigies of valour during the fiege, 
declared, that all the out-pofts were in the pof- 
feffion of the enemy; that the Turks had even 
gained more than'forty paces in the inner part of 
the town, and that it was no longer poffible for 
the knights to fortify themfelves again whilft 
they loft ground, as the works which the Turk? 
were mafters of commanded all the neighbouring 
quarters; that moreover they abfolutely wanted 

powder 



3*3 


S /O L, Y, M A N I. V. 

powder.-,and even faltpetre to make it with ; that JfC. 15 **. 
the ; fear ci ty of cor ft would prefently be feitj that , . & 
in fine, tlje place was no longer tenable, and that 
there was abfolutely nothing to be dofte bujtca- 
pituiate. All the reports agreeing with this 
general; ;one, the grand matter confented, againft 
his wjjl,-to have a white,flag hoifted on the, top 
of a mill which looked towards-the camp.. 

The Turks anfweredi this iignal, hy another He fend, 
flag. The fire ceafed on both fidcs; and fome 
knights, going outfide their walls, met two Tunes, 
whom they took for officers; of rank, by the rich- ^not 
nefs of their: clothes. ' They gave the knights 
a letter from Solyman, addrefled to the grand 
mafter, after which they retired, without, further comme “- 
explaining themfelves. By. this letter the Turk 
offered an honorable capitulation, if the Order 
would inftantly furrenderthe ifland; he threat¬ 
ened to• .have all the knights, foldiers, inhabitants, 
women, and children, pyt to the fword, in. cafe 
they, fhould think of; defending themfelves a 
longer time. ■ L/ifle Adam fent immediately two 
grand crofies to the emperor, with orders to de¬ 
mand of him, by way. of preliminary* a .truce for 
eight .days, and to Jay before his highnefs, the 
treaty made between Bajazet II. his grand-father, 
and the grand mafter Aubuflon, in which Bajazet 
loaded with imprecations the emperors his fuc- 
ceflors who fhould attempt: to take the ifle of 
(Rhodes,. r . t The young monarch, irritated, tore 
.V, Bs the 
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treaty in pieces, and refufed to grant the 
^ 9 * 9 ^ truce, becaufe he was always afraid that fuccours 
would come from Europe. He ordered the de¬ 
puties to be gone, and caufed the town to be 
again fired on. In this interval* one part of 
people, or rather of the populace of Rhodes, 
came to complain to the grand mailer, of his 
going to deliver the town to Infidels, who knew 
not how to obferve treaties. Some young, pre- 
fttmptuous men, animated by the cries of their 
countrymen, offered to defend the breaches which 
the knights wanted to abandon. This fort of 
commotion revived, the heart of L’iffe Adam; 
he faw with pleafure the capitulation broken off; 
but as the fcarcity of ammunition augmented, 
they could anfwer but very feebly to the enemy’s 
fire. Befides, thefe citizen-foldiers who had fo 
earneftly folicited to guard the polls, prefently 
relented of their fervency, to fuch a degree, that 
the grand matter was obliged, the day after the 
renewing of the liege, to have a fentinef, Who had 
quitted his poll, hanged, becaufe this bad exam¬ 
ple was already but too much followed. After 
three days, an afiault, which the knights repulfed 
with great lofs, convinced L*ifle Adam that the 
fame breach could not refill another filch attack. 
All the fortifications were nothing but heaps 
•« renewed! ru bbilh. The grand matter lillened to the 
inftances of the wifeft of the citizens, and even 
of his knight9, who repeated to him feveral 

times. 
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timqs,. that true bravery, did not confiftin volun- 1- C.'ijji. 
tarily cjcftroying what could be faved. He font & 9*9- 
thefe fame two grand, erodes, with two Rhodian 


'citizens who ipoke the Turkiih language fluently, 
to the emperor, who ordered his grand vizier 
,Achmet to prepare immediately the. articles of 
capitulation with the envoys from Rhodes. 01 It 
was then agreed: o- ... . rrioD 

" That the churches Ihould not be prophaned, Articietof 
and.that the. inhabitants Ihould not at . any timei th * treaty ‘ 
be.pbligtd to deliver^ up their children for the 
fervice .of the feraglio, or to be brought up in the 
janhSTarks^; ■ i-'wS . Ur •. 

" That the free .exercife of the Chridiaa re¬ 
ligion Ihould be permitted. ■wrcj-:rU 

" That the people Ihould be exempt, from 

, taxes for gye yearso 2 n-,, nfc . <- : 

" That ali thofe, yibciwiihed to leave theifland, 
fhQuld have permiffion. us 'rang o.U vd- 

“ That if the grand mafter and , the, knights 
had not yelfels fufficient to carry thern to Candia, 
they Ihould be provided by the Turks* 1 

" That; the fpace of twelve days ihould be 
allowed, to be counted from the hgnirJg of the 
treaty, for embarking theireffe&s. . 

" That they ihould have liberty, to carry away 
the relicks of Saints, the faered veifels, the orna¬ 
ments of the churches, their records, and all the 
cannon which they made ufe of in arming their 
galleys. 

Ss 2 
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j.c.152*. . “ThataJI theforts of:the ifleof Rhodea, and 

Hcg* 

<F«i9* the other iflands belonging to the Order, ihould 
be delivered up to the Turks. . 
f J <f That, in ofder to facilitate the execution of 
this treaty, the Ottoman army, ihould remove 
fomd miles-diftant, and that, during their abfence, 
the fultan ihould. fend fbur.'thoufand jawiflhries^ 
commanded by their aga, to take pofifeifton of 
the place, id . -rb :r>;l ...5 * 

t “ Laftly, that the grandmafter, ! for fecu- 
rity of his word, ihould deliver' into the hands 
of the Turks, as hoftages,' twenty-five knights, 
among whom there ihould be two grand croffes, 
with, twenty-five of the principal inhibltinfs of 
the town.” - jqt.- ,!uoi: no: 0 __ 

This treaty having ' been, figped by : the depu¬ 
ties, knights, and citizens, on the one part, and 
on the.6ther by the grand vizier Aclimet, ratified 
by the grand mailer and:'by ’ the grand erodes, 
who'compofed the Council, the hoftages agreed 
on repaired to the camp." The aga of the janif- 
faries came to take poffeffion of Rhodes with four 
thoufand men; and the' knights, after a moft 
bloody fieg^ of fix months, prepared<tO ^uit this 
fovereignty, which they had poffefled'twd hun¬ 
dred and twenty years, witbfo much glory and 
utility to the commerce- of all the Chriftian na¬ 
tions, and had fo valiantly defended-at different 
.times. 


The 
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The veffels agreed on were faithfully furnilhedj 
and the knights put on board them the remains & 9 a 9-^ 
of the riches of the' Order, and the ornaments The grand 
of the churches, which they wifhcd- to convey 
from the avidity of the Mufful men. Two days admitted 
after the capitulation, Achmet having had a con- ^ n “°[ 
ference with the grand matter about the execution ror. 
of the treaty, this-minifter informed him, that 
Solyman defired to fee him. L’Hle Adam had a 
diflike to the interview j but it would not haVfe 
been prudent to refufe fuch an abfokite van¬ 
quisher, who might retract hi& word tinker that 
pretext, without its being pofiible to make him 
repent of it. On the other hand, the knights, 
wiho knew how little the "Turks refpeft the law 
of nations, prefled their grand matter not to truft 
himfelf in the hands of thefe barbarians j but 
I/ifle Adam, accuftomed to the greateft dangers, 
repaired to the camp of the Turks'early in the 
morning, without any other efcort than a few of 
his brethren. Though it was*then the moft 
rigorous feafon of the year, the officers of the 
grand feignior left this illuftrious old man, with 
all his retinue, expofed to the inclemency of 
•the weather, 'till the beginning of the night. 

They then clothed him in a magnificent veft, as 
likewife his followers, and introduced them, with 
an interpreter, into the tent of the emperor, who 
received them on his throne. Solyman had a 
lpfty foul. The refiftance of the knights of 
' " Rhodes, 
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^•Rhodes, in kindling his wrath, had excited his 
& 9*9- admiratiofj. i:; He treated, the grand mafterkind- 
' y * Jy, praife^ his valour* and, faid to him, that tfep. 
cpnqueft or the fall of empires was, the common 
play of Fortune $ he tried ^ven to preyail on 
L’ifle Adam to enter' into his[ fervice, j-epre- 
ienting to him his having juft experienced^ lip^ 
litfje.he could depend on the- friendihip ^p$l al¬ 
liance of the phriftian princes, f and that, if he 
would embrace the-tlaw pf,Mahomet, he, might 
expert the greateft dignities in the. Ottoman em¬ 
pire. The grand matter, as firm ip his faith, as 
poached to his Order, anfwered the emperor, that 
he ihould be unworthy of. his favor, if ,he, werp 
•capable of, accepting his offers. ,ide feized. this 
pccafion to* defire Solyman to grant the vap- 
•qvtiIhed a neceffary protection, and to order, that 
the knights Ihould not be.molefted in their re¬ 
treat or their embarcation.. Thefultan replied, 

' that his word was inviolable; and, as a matk.flf 
his protection, he gave him his hand to kifs., f , 
t Notwithftandiog fuch positive promifes, p 
crowd of janiffaries, under pretext of vifiting 
their comrades in garrifon in the town, rulhed 
in unexpectedly five days after the capitulation. 
They pillaged fome churches, and particularly 
the infirmary, which was immenlely rich, and 
where the fick were ferved with as much magni¬ 
ficence as care. They infulted the citizens of 
Rhodes, and put the houfes of the richeft perfcms 

under 
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under -contribution. The complaints of the grand |ig g '/|*£ 
matter put a flop to this diforder. Achmet, 
who had been a'witriefs of the reception which 
Sofjrrrian had given the knights,' ordered the aga 
of the <janittaries ; to be told, that his head would 
anfwer for the conduct of his men.“ And in- 
deed the fultan, jealous of his perfbnal reputation 
as much as of the glory of his arms, was defirous 
that the vanquifhed ihould' carry to all the ex¬ 
tremities of the untverfe, teftimonies of the van- 
quifhefr’s'lcindnefs, and the aflurance of his being 
faithful to his word. In confequence, the dif- 
brder was fooli rep retted. 

Solyman, in order to fecure the tranquility of So, y m * n 
Rhodes, refolved to vifit it himfelf, before thejaf 
knights had left it. After having examined the 
ruins of thefe redoubtable fortifications, which matter 

» " * , kindly. 

were no longer any thing but heaps of ftones and 
afhes, before whicjh, even by the confeflion of 
fhe Turks, more thanforty thoufand fofdiers had 
fallen by the hands of fix thoufand, the emperor 
would fain enter the palace of the .'grand matter. 

L'ifle Adam went out to meet' his vanq-uilher. 

The monarch accbfted him in an affable man¬ 
ner j he exhorted him even to fupport with 
courage this misfortune, and told him that he 
might peaceably embark every thing belonging 
to the Order and to the Rhodians who were de¬ 
firous of following him ; that if the 'time agreed 
ion were not fufflcient, he,, the emperor, would 

voluntarily 
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voluntarily prolong it. He gave the grand maf- 
* —»—< ter new affurances of an inviolable fidelity in the 
execution of the capitulation; then turning to 
Achmet, he faid: “ It is not without fome pain 
“ that I oblige this Chriftian, at his age, to go 
ft out of his houfe.” 

I/ifle Adarri did not abufe the favor granted 
;him by his enemy. Having learned that he 
was preparing to return in two days to Conftan- 
tinople, the grand matter, that he might not re¬ 
main at the mercy of thofe who Ihould command, 
at Rhodes in the abfence of the emperor, haftened 
his embarcation, which was made in the night 
between the laft day of December 1522, and the 
f«v« Jn firft January 1523. Four thoufand Rhodians, 
Rhodes, men, women, and children, refolved to efcape the 

after the , , _ * 

knights It dominion of thefe barbarians. They embarked 

four thou¬ 
fand Rho- with, the knights and attached themfelves to the 

dians are - , . . . 

embarked, fortune of the Order. The precipitation ‘and 
diforder of this flight prefented a moving fpec- 
tacle} nothing was heard but cries, murmurs, 
and complaints. The knights loft a fine fove- 
reignty ; and the Rhodians regretted a fortunate 
climate, where the fertility of the foil and the 
falubrity of the air had furnifhed them with a 
livelihood both plentiful and ferene. Almoft 
everyone lamented a friend or relation abandoned 
to the yoke of the Mufiulmen. An inhabitant 
of Rhodes, unfortunately of a too illuftrious 
birth, would willingly have followed thefe fugi¬ 
tives. 
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tives. This was a ion of prince Zizim, the bro- 
thet of tl|e emperor Bajazet II. who, the reader *--v—«» 
muft remember, fought an afylum in Rhodes, 
and afterward perifhed by the treachery of 
pope Alexander VI. This prince, obliged to 
leave the ifland, left an infant fon there, who was 
brought up and inftrufted in the Chriftian reli¬ 
gion. He married and had two fans. This 
family, though refpe&ed by the knights, lived at 
Rhodes in retirement, and almoff forgotten. Qn 
die news of the fiege, the fon of Zizim flattered 
himfelf with remaining confounded in the crowd 
of Greeks j but Solyman was ignorant of nothing 
that could intereft him. He difeovered the afy* 
lum of the nephew of his grandfather, and took 
care how he let him efcape. When they had 
fecured this unfortunate prince, his wife, and chil¬ 
dren, they afked them,, if they perfifted in the 
(phriftian religion. All having declared that 
they would live and die Chriftians , the fultan 
feized this pretext to cut off every ihoot of this 
adverfe branch; he ordered all four to be be¬ 
headed, and fet out the next day for Conftan- 
tinople, after having affured himfelf of the de¬ 
parture of the knights. 

Solyman, on his return to Cohftantinople, He make* 
determined to employ himfelf on government. both far the 
He caufed feveral cadis to be punched, who had ftrat'ioa of 
been guilty of partiality in the adminiftration of ihe‘fi»£? 
juftice, or fraud in the receipt pf .the public ce *’ 

T t money. 
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•money. Though young and abfolute, he favr 
the inconvenience of unlimited power, the dan¬ 
ger there was of governing men only by the 
caprices of other men often unjuft or confined in 
their abilities, who, not being able to preferibe 
any rule for themfclves or thofe under them, 
rendered every thing arbitrary, and judged with¬ 
out juftice, as they adminiftered without prudence. 
The - fultan ordered different punishments for 
different crimes; the punishment of death for 
all murders and fome robberies, and other chaf- 
tifements proportioned to the' nature t of the 
crime; but he always fubmitted the criminal to 
the accufer, fo that in Turkey there is no crime 
but may be ranfomed for money, or what elfe 
the party aggrieved lhall willingly confent to. 
Solyman did not comprehend, that he, who com¬ 
mits a crime, attacks fociety as much and more, 
than the individual whom his crime has injured, 
and that the reparation is not Sufficient, when the 
party aggrieved ceafes to complain. . But it was- 
a great deal to eftabliSh fome Shadow of laws 
among thefe people, who 'till then had not received 
any. The prince confirmed likewife testimonial 
proof, to which he gave too great a latitude, as 
every thing in Turkey is proved by witneffes, 
even what does not appear of a nature to be 
understood, or things which Should be contradict¬ 
ed by circumftances that. might demonstrate its 
impoffibility. Moreover, the cadi is ordered to 

count 
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count the teftimonies,■ rather than weigh them; 
fa, that the crofs examination of the evidence »—* 

taking place but feldom, falfe witneffes rilk but 
little* and are much more common in Turkey 
than; ajiy where elfe. As to the reft, the defpotifm. 
which reigns throughout this empire remedies 
fometirrtes-thefe inconveniencies, when the cadi is a 
man of.ufldetftanding and1 means well; 1 for the. 
judges wander as much as they pleafe from the 
lawsj which certainly are very deficient.. What: 
was religioufly obferved whilft-Solyman liyed is at. 
prefent .often sneglefted, though new decrees have' 
not repealed the ancient.ones. The care which ; 
he took in the adnainiftration of juftice got him' 
the furname of Canuni,* which, in Turkifl*, fig-: 
nifies,: Maker of Law’s.. Tie is always reprefented 
with $ book in his hand. This prince ;liked 
older, and was defirous of eftablilhihg it in his 
empire j he ordered,’.that the treafures of the 
mofques built by his anceftors ftiould be managed 
with (economy j he appointed truftees, who were 
to be accountable to the divan for the money 
istrutted to them. The revenues of thefe 
mofques confift in the rents paid by thofe who 
hold under them the lands fettled on thefe build¬ 
ings by their founders. Thefe lands are, either, 
fold for life to a perfon who farms them, or let 
out to a family for an annual quit rent. In both 
cafes, the product is carried to the treafury of the 
T t 2 mofque, 

* H« is always filled tit by ti» Earopaan T. 
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K'. , ^9.' mof, i ue » ^ which the imans orpriefts are 

Wv ~~' paid, and the buildings kept in repair j thefuiv 
plus is carefully laid up; When it amounts to 
fifteen hundred purfes (a purfe is worth about 
fixty pounds fterling), this fum is carried to a 
particular treafury, which is called by the name 
of the prince in whofe reign it devolved to the 
Hate, attd -is never touched, or at leaft it never 
ought to be, but for wars of religion. But we have 
already remarked* that the Turks term wars of 
religion, all thofe which they make againft the 
Chriftians or the fchifmatic Muffutmen. The 
fuperintendence of the treafury of the mofques 
belongs, by right, to the killar aga or fuperin- 
tendent of thfe women. 

Solyman likewife made other laws for the mi¬ 
litary j he multiplied the degrees of rank, both 
in the ipahis and janUTaries; he intruded the- 
guard of his feraglio to the boftangis or gar¬ 
deners, of whom he formed a military company, 
who guarded the autfide of his palace whilft they 
took care of his gardens. The fultan did not 
find the janiffaries fufficiently under command to 
make (hedi, in fbme refpefts, matters of die per- 
fon of their emperors. This eftablifhment 
raufed dittorrtents, and occafioned a revolt, which 
the janiffaries had been meditating ever fince the 
taking of Rhodes, the: pillage of which they re¬ 
membered with grief they had been denied. 

The*' 
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'They did not dare this time appear in arms J-c.t 3 2 3 . 

' 1 1 Heg. 9*9. 

before the feraglio j they did not, according to 1 —« 
their cuftom, make ufe of reproachful words ^*™’ t ni ° f 
again ft the emperor, but they pillaged the houfe ^ 3 - 
pf the defterdar aga, or grand treafurer, and,. pealed, 
after having poflefted themfelves of all the 
money they could find there, cut him in 
pieces. Animated by the booty and the little 
refiftaflce that was made againft them, thefe re¬ 
bels attempted to pillage the treafury of a 
rfioftjne^ An pida pafchi (this officer, among the 
janiflaries, anfwers nearly to the captains in the 
Britifti troops) defended alone the door Pf the* 
mofque, and, reminding the rebels of the refpeft. 
which they owed to the Holy places, to Mahomet, 
and to the emperor, he killed with his own hand 
two of his brother officers who gave the private 
foktiers the example of fedition. Oh thefe oc- 
cations the fubalterns generally animate and 
command the rebels; and they are better obeyed 
than when they make \ife of the grand feignior*s 
authority. 

This faithftd Pda pafcbi was called Ibrahim. 

He alone quelled the fedition j he gave the aga 
of the janiflaries, and the other fuperior officers, 
the time to come and announce to the janiflaries, 
already intimidated, that the grand feignior was 
Cpming himfelf, and who prefently appeared in 
the ftreets in reality. No fooner had he fpoken 
to the troops than they difperfed at the found of 

his 
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1 5*s* his voice, each fleeing the chaftifement which 
■—' fell pnly on the four ringleaders. Solyman 
thought it beft to-depofe the grand vizier, agajnft 
whom the chief clamours had been raifed, and he 
gave this important place to Ibrahim, the oda: 
pafchi who had juft Ihewn fo much fidelity, cou¬ 
rage, and addrefs. The news of this promotion 
awoke the emperor’s brother-in-law, Muftapha 
Kirlou, who had been formerly grand viaier, and 
had been like to lofe his life at Rhodes,-the .re¬ 
membrance of which rendered him the-fecret; 
enemy of the fultan. Muftapha was, beloved f 
the credit of his wife and the cries of the army 
having faved his life, a fanglacate was given him. 
at the extremity of Egypt, where the emperor,- 
(not to fee hirti again*) had refolved that he 
fhould always remain. This difcarded mtnifter 
undertook to make his brother-in-law repent of 
having left him authority when he had withdrawn 
from him his confidence. He had flattered him- 
felf that the laft revolt, in which he had fom6 
indirect part, would have reftored him the place 
of grand vizier; but as foon as he knew that 
Solyman had given the vizierihip to another, he 
attempted to make himfelf an independent fove-, 
reign. He intrufted the fecret, for his misfortune, 
to oneMehemet effendi,fecretary to his fangiacate. 
The latter fent the Porte an account of all the 
perfidious Muftapha’s plots. The emperor con- • 
tented himfelf with fending the grant of fangiac 

to 
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to Mehemet, the accufer of the rebel, with order 
to have him punifhed as foon as he fhould have 
deprived him of "his command. But Muftapha 
had already thrown.off the malk. Some armed 
troops joined in his rebellion, and he hoped to 
maintain himfelf on the throne which he had 
made. However, his firft fuccefs was but qf 
ihort duration. Mehemet had the rebel’s wife, 
the emperor’s lifter, arrefted, and fent a prifoner 
to Conftantinople, though with all the honors 
due to the Ottoman blood. Muftapha Kirlou 
was beaten by the troops he had commanded, 
and taken by his fuceeffor, who ordered him to 
be bound, according to the order that he had 
received, to. the fatal ftake from which this un¬ 
fortunate minifter had been delivered at the fiege 
of Rhodes. Muftapha perilhed by the arrows 
of the foldiers of his guard. 

• For two years had Solyman lived in repofe, 
more occupied with government than conqueft. ^ 15*6. 
Idlenefs'irritated the boiling fpirit of the janif- 9311 * 
faries, and their arms demanded vi&ims. The Sol ” 2 a ‘ a 
fultan faw, that, both for his repofe and glory, he 
muft employ this reftlefs foldiery. Hungary pre- “37^ 
fented a vaft field for conqueft, particularly 
fince the Turks had taken Belgrade. Some par- t# 
ties were in poffeffion of all the country as far 
as Peterwaradin. Lewis II. at that time king of 
Hungary, only twenty-two years old, had neither 
fufficient experience nor refources to defend his 

patrimony. 
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^5*5?* P** r ‘ m<Jn y* The affairs of Europe left him n«r 
Htg 2 ^'o ^ 10 P e ^ 0r ^ uccour9 cither from Germany or po« 
9 v> land, and (he factions, with which his kingdom 
u-v-j was divided, weakened its power, by infpiring 
the people with a fufpicion of every perfon 
but their king. All the inconveniencies infepa- 
rable from a feodal government were felt much 
flronger in Hungary than in any other country of 
Europe. They knew neither commanders nor 
obeyers. The vaffals, though often in rebellion 
againft their lords, ferved them however ftill 
more than they ferved their country \ and the 
lords had almoft always different interefts from 
thole of the ftate. The defence of the moll: im¬ 
portant places was, not in the hands of the great 
officers of the crown, but the great vaffals •, a 
cordelier, newly made bifltop of Colocza, was 
commander in that quality in all the towns be¬ 
tween the Save, the Drave, and the Danube. 
The imprudence and too great authority of this 
, warlike drelate brought a great many calamities 
on Hungary. This bilhop, called Paul Tomorri, 
gave certain intelligence to the king of Hungary 
of the levies which the fultan was making, and 
of every thing that he meditated. Not having 
received an anfwer fufficiently exa& with refpedt 
to fuceours which became more and more necef- 
fary, Tomorri went and joined his matter at 
Vicegrade, leaving in thc^places dependent.on 
his bilhopric all the foldiets that he had been 

able 
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able to ratfe. Whilft Lewis II. was afiembling 
the dates df his kingdom, convoking his barons. T $ 26 - 
who in their turn affembled the undertenants, and $v> 
fummoning at a diftantday in the plains of 
Tolnia 'all who owed a fervice to the crown, 
Solymari marched towards the frontiers of Hun¬ 
gary at the head of two hundred thoufand men. 

This prince, the friend of order, would not fuffer 
his army-to pillage in the countries already 
under his fubjeftion. Ashe was advancing to¬ 
wards Peterwaradin, which he meant to be- 
fiege, a poor woman, tearing her hair and making 
bitter lamentations, came and threw herfelf at 
the emperor’s feet; The chiaus were going to 
take her away; but- Solyma’n, calling to her, 
commanded her to make her complaints. She 
faid, increafing her tears, that, during the night, 
the Januaries had pillaged her 'horufe with fo 
much cruelty, that they had left nothing in it; 

The emperor replied with a fmile, that lhe muft 
halve flept foundly indeedto have heard nothing 
of-" this dHorder. ' “ It is true/’ replied the poor 
•woihan, “ I flept in peace, in confidence that the 
,e emperor watched for us all.” The fultan, 
ftru-ck with this reply, ordered the marauders to 
be inflrantly punifhed, afld gave the woman a fum 
of money-much more eonfiderable than what Ihe 
had left. 

Solyman had no difficulty to poflfefs himfelf of j.c.1516. 
Peterwaradin, SaHoule, Oz^k, and ftveral fmall He8 ‘ 9ja * 

U u * places 
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j s? 6< places in which thegarrifons were not fufficiently 
' numerous, nor the intrenchments fufficiently 
Irongj, for it to be poffible to make a long* re- 
[iftanc et_i Lewis II. heard of all thefe fucceffes at 
Tolnia, where he had with great difficulty affem- 
3led twenty-five thoufand men, and for a long 
:ime had been waiting in vain for John Zapoli, 
waywode of Tranfyl vania, who had juft put hlm- 
felf at the head of the commons of that great 
province. , BifhopTomorri, the general in whom 
tie had moft confidence, advifed him to fend on 
a detached body, before his army, to take pof- 
feffion of the narrow paffes, which might ftop the 
enemy. But_the vaffals of the crown replied,. 
that they owed their fervicea about the king’s 
perfon, and not in flying camps. Thus, they 
chofe rather, to betray the common caufe, than 
grant their mafter beyond what they thought he 
had a right to demand from them. All thefe 
feodal foldiers, who refufed to remain long pnder 
tents, thought themfelves armed only for a fud- 
den attack, and were neither fufficiently patient 
nor difciplined to . carry on a defenfive war. 
They were led but juft as they pleafed. The 
king and the bifhop .marched them againft the 
enemy, in a mountainous country, near the little 
town of Mohatz. The fituation was .favorable ; 
the Hungarians knew that they Ihould not long 
wait for Solyman, whofe army foon covered all 
the plains which Lewis’s camp cprqmanded. 

This 
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This multitude did not terrify men, more cou-i- c>! ^ 6 - 
rageous than prudent, who had been told repeat* ■v —* 

edlv, that the fultan’s army was compofed only 
of flaves collected in hafte. Perfuaded that they 
could ealily vanquilh this armed mob, they 
loudly demanded to be led to battle. ' ' 

1 . Lewis II. aflembled the council : notwith- Ba “ le of 

t ^ Mohatz. 

ftanding the cries of the foldiers, George Cabug- 
liane, and the bifhop of Peterwaradin, who 
commanded under Tomorri, did all they could 
to diffuade this prelate and the king froni at¬ 
tacking the enemy. They reprefented the ad¬ 
vantage of their camp, the approaching hope of 
receiving a reinforcement from Tranfylvania, the 
facility of flopping a numerous army in the poft 
which they occupied, and the. prodigious difad- 
vantage there would be to fight one agairift eight, 
however valiant the lefs number might be. 

Thefe reafons too good were not liftened to. 
Ctbugliane having ftrongly argued for the king’s 
perfon, at leaft, who had no fucceffor, not being 
expofed in an affair fo uncertain, the young mo¬ 
narch would never permit his troops to engage 
in a danger which he did not fhare with them. 

He made ufe of the reafon already alleged 
againft the projefts of .operation, that the great 
vaffals owed their fervice only about his perfon, 
and declared he would never confent to feparatc 
his fortune from theirs. Bifhop Tomorri, full of 
that burning courage which is incapable of re- 
U u 2 fleftion. 



33* 


HISTORY or the OTTOMANS. 


j.c.is*6, fle&ion, preffed the moment of a&ion •, he drew 
v—» up the Hungarian army fo as to give it the 
greateft extent of front poffiblej but the ranks 
were only clearer, and the files not fo deep. A 
corps was formed for the king’s guard, and, 
according to ancient cuftom, they took off the 
fpurs of the officer who carried the ftandard of 
Hqngary before the monarch, to put it out of 
his power to flee. All the artillery of Lewis II. 
confided of eighteen pieces of cannon, which 
were difpofed fix on each flank and at the main 
battle. Sixteen thoufand foot began the a&ion 
with one common effort, and, at fir ft, performed 
prodigies of valour •, but this bravery, or rather 
rafhnefs, only ferved to haften the carnage, 
Thefe warriors presented themfelves to battalions 
more numerous, better clofed, and more difficult 
to be ihaken than theirs j the cavalry, which 
clofcly followed them, fell likewife by the ene¬ 
my's fword. Bilhop Tomorri, and fix other 
bilhops, armed by his example, loft; their lives 
for the obllinacy which they had oppofed to the 
good reafons of the bilhop of Waradin. This 
prelate was killed, as likewife five hundred barons 
or great vaffals, with moft of the foldiers: in fine, 
the combat having begun at three in the after¬ 
noon, by feven, there were more than eighteen 
thoufand Hungarians dead; or dying on the field 
of battle. The janiflaries cut off the beads of 
all they faw wounded, and expofed them on pikes 

& 
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at the entrance of their tents. The king of 

TT It- ° Heg. 93** 

Hungary, whom his guard had abandoned, was *— 
found dead,, ftuek with his horfe in a moral! 
at fbmeidiftance from the field of battle. The 
few, who faved themfelves from this flaughter, 
owed their, fafcty only to a precipitate flight. 

The next day, the fultan took the road to Buda, 
putting every thing. that fell in his way to fire 
and. pillage, more employed in ruining towns 
than reducing fortrefies, 

Solyman entered Buda without refinance, and 

• j i -I. , . . facksBuia, 

permitted the town to be pillaged as if it had without 
been taken by aflault. .As much as he had loved <ieg«i it. 
order in his own country, fo much he authorifed wafteHutt- 
plunder in Hungary. His intention was, rather returns to 
to drain this province, than to make himfelf 
matter of it. He left always on the right and 
left the fortreffes which he met with in his inroad, 
-without taking the precaution to intrench himfelf 
in a country where he no longer met with, fol* 
diers. The grand feignior penetrated as far as a 
petty province defended by mountains and narrow 
paffes, where the Hungarians had collected all 
that remained of their fcattered forces., The 
richeft of them had brought thither their wives, 
their children, and the remains of their fortune; 
they flattered themfelves with defending thefe 
defiles, and remaining Ihelcered from the fword 
of the Turks ■, but nothing refilled Solyman. 

He overthrew this barrier, which was confidered 
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Jifg.’g 32* as impregnable} again bathed himfelf in blood} 
and fatiated the avidity of his janifiaries, which he 
had reftrained at the fiege of Rhodes. At length, 
on the approach of winter, he brought back his 
foldiers to Adrianople, bending under the weight 
of their booty, without having left a garrifon in 
any Hungarian town. The fultan was w'ell con¬ 
vinced, that, for a long time, the fituafionpf thefe , 
people would not permit them to make ufe of the 
liberty which he left them. 

Marriage The grand feignior refolved to return to his 

•of the ' 9 

" ca P' ta ^ where he married the grand vizier Ibra¬ 
him. him to one of his fitters. The alliances of the 
^’ 933* m * n ift ers with the matter are very common a- 
mong the Turks} but the pride of the Ottoman 
blood often renders this honor very burdenfome 
for the man who receives, it. The hufband of 
theprincefs mutt make his wife a jointure in pro¬ 
portion to her birth. Moreover, the brother-in- 
law of the emperor renounces the right given him 
by his religion, of marrying four wives and having 
as many concubines as he pleafes} he ife obliged 
to obferve the ftri&eft fidelity to his illuftrious 
fpoufe, who enjoys in her houfe an abfolute au¬ 
thority, of which a poniard, ornamented with 
diamonds, which lhe always wears by her fide, is 
the mark. It is true that the fultan’s fitter does 
not fee the men any more than the other Maho¬ 
metan women: all converfation with them is 
likewife forbidden} but they reigrt over their 
4 .hulbands. 
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hulbands,-and a troop-of women and eunuchs. i- c - 1 5 a 7- 
They have the grief to fee all their male children v —v-— > 
put to • death: the jealaufy'of the Ottoman prin¬ 
ces not permitting them, to fuffer men allied to 
theic blood to live. Illuftrious births are un¬ 
known in Turkey. There is no other family than, 
the houfe of Ottoman. The alliance with the 
princelfes of the bipod does .not place thofe whom 
the emperor admits to that honor out of the reach 
of the fatal bow-ftring. We have already feen that 
tht; grand vizier Muftapha Kirlou, who was lhot 
with arrows, had married another of Solyman’s 
fitters. The Turkilh emperors have been known 
even to give their fitters or daughters to great 
.officers whom they had refolved to put to death, 
in order, to makethefe princefies the heirs of their 
.great poffefiions. The grand .vizier Ibrahim’s 
nuptials were celebrated with a magnificence ’till 
then unknown in the Turkilh empire. Tilting 
and wreftling .were performed for the firft time 
in prefence of the people. But the total fepara- 
; tion of the two fexes, and the profound retire¬ 
ment of the women, render thefe diverfions dull 
throughout the Eaft, and deprive them of that 
exterior gaity and galantry which reign in the 
. wefiern nations. Solyman admitted his brother- 
in-law to his table, contrary to the general ufage, 

■ ind ^rould have, all Conftantinople witnefs the 
. diftinguilhed affe&ioo with which he honored this 

minifter, 

* » 


Ibrahim’s 
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£C..jj 7 . Ibrahim's nuptials were hardly finifhed, when 

ww his prefence became again neceffary at the head 

Ibrahim 0 f t be troops. A dervis, or monk, of thofe 

dilperfes a * 

troop of en- whom they call calenders,, more auftere and en- 

thufiafts, 1 '' ' 

and puts thufiaftical than the refl, and who profefs a chaf- 

the chief .... . . . 

to death. tity fo rigid, that they put fteel rings through 
the parts which decency will not perrriit us to 
name; one of thefe fanaticks, whom the Turks 
venerate to adoration, conceived, at the extremity 
of Natolia, a defign of placing himfelf on the 
throne. We have feen thus far that the objeft 
of all thefe formers of fe&s hais been to reign. 
The Orientals have no conception of being able 
to obey two authorities independent of each 
other. If the miifti is the premier Turkilh pried, 
they regard him rather as the teacher than the 
chief of their religion. The emperor is always, 
for the Muffulmen, God’s vicar on earth. This 
fiery calendar began to pteach at Adana in 
Natolia, againft , voluptuoufhefs, and particu¬ 
larly the rapines of the bafhaws. Thefe two 
fubje&S caufcd him to be favorably attended 
to and foon followed by. a crowd, particularly 
when he had announced in the public fquares, 
that the time was come for fhaking off the 
yoke impofed by the flaves of the Ottoman race, 
and that it was requifite to flay all thofe ty¬ 
rants fattened on the blood of the people, in 
order to recover thofe immenfe fums, with 
which the emperor’s treafury increafed every 


year. 



year. Soiyman was yet in Hungary. The dif- 1 
tance of the matter and the principal forces of 
^e^ftate favored the revolt-.in Jefs.than two 
months the novator had afljembled more than fifty 
thoufand fighting-men, tcf whom pillage fupplied 
place of pay, and perfuaGon bf difcipline. 
Peri bafliaw, - beglerbeg of Afia, vainly endea¬ 
voured to oppofe thefe proceedings, with what 
afaps, or foldiers armed with, arrows, he could 
g^tfjer; together;. thefe are the troops moft: nu¬ 
merous; but leaft efteemed among the Turks. 
T^iefe enthufiafts, who beheld at the point of their 
fwords crowns for this life and for that which is to 
come, overthrew every thing that came in their 
way; they put to death all the catjis, iriians, and 
minifters both of^eligion and juftice. Peri ba- 
lhawi having been vanquished in a pitched battle, 
wrote to the emperor, that, if he did not put a ftop. 
to this rebellion, he would not be anfwerable for 
the confequences. Ibrahim immediately paffed 
the ftraits with moft of the forces that Soiyman 
had brought back from Hungary; he marched 
as far as Cefarea, where the novator having had, 
the affuranee to wait for him, he was vanquished, 
taken, and put to the crueleft tortures, As foon 
as he was dead, this fe& was prefently difperfed, 
all the towns returned to their obedience, and not 
ope of thofe, who had fought under his ftandard,. 
doubted of his being an impoftor when they had 

Xx feen 
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■ fecn him overthrown contrary to the exprefs pre¬ 
diction that he had made. ; r ' 

. Anotherirfcligibufe quarrel having arifen at A* 
ieppo the fame year, the molla and the califer his 
vicar, exasperated agiinft each other, formed 
.cabals in the town,- and endeavoured each to 
procure parti fans. The 3 d'rfFerenoe arofe from 
the interpretation of a verf^ in the Alcofhh, which 
the two parties explained r differently, 1 arid' pro¬ 
bably neither underftobd. The principal inha¬ 
bitants, fatigued with thefe difputes which threa¬ 
tened to become bloody* turned their arms 
againfl thofe who wanted to perfuade them to 
malTacre each other. Inftead of fighting family 
againfl: family, as they wanted them to do, they 
furrounded the mofque, the theatre of the dif- 
fenflOn, and murdered the molla and califer. 
§olyman> informed of this outrage, immediately 
.ordered the neighbouring bafhaws to aflemble 
their troops, and put all the inhabitants of Aleppo 
to the fword ; but the grand vizier Ibrahim, 
juft returned from his Afiatic expedition, repre¬ 
sented tb his ttiafter, how unjuft it would be tb 
punifh one cruelty by another ftill greater, arid 
to involve a multitude of innocent people in the 
chaftifemerit of feme culpable ones : the fultan* 
naturally fanguinary, liftened however to thefe 
fage counfels. He revoked: the order fo rafhly 
given, arid had only the murderers punifhed. 
After this, the favor of Ibrahim increafed to fuch 

a degree. 
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a degree, that Solyman, who was no lpnger able *s^ 
to do without hint}, gave this roiuiffer an apart- v—«—• 
tnent in the feraglics Though all affairs puffed 
under th,e eyes of the emperor, this prince no' 
longer faw any thing Iput by thoje of his grand: 
yipper,- 

Ibrahim, foon prevailed on ju$ mafter to re- 
commence th? Hungarian war. The following Trouble# 
was the occasion of it. After the defeat of Mo- g ” 
hatz and the pillage exercifed by the, Turks in John Za- 
that kingdom, John Zapoli, waywode of Tranfyl- 
vajiu, the fecret enemy of the unfortunate Lewis Tania, is ti¬ 
ll. and who had chofen rather- to fee him perilh, bf ote * n * 
tljan to come to defend his country, appeared party * 
at the head of thirty thoufand men, when the 
Turks had retired from thefe dominions jn which 
there remained nothing more to pillage. John 
Zapoli, befides great pofiefiions in Tranfylvania, 
had tikewife many confiderable eftates throughout 
the kingdom. For a long time paft, hi? ancef- 
tors and he had been heaping up treafures, and 
the fervices vyhich he had had in his power to 
render all the nobility and gentry, had procured 
him a party in Hungary. Zapoli was at that 
time the only one who poffefled riches in this 
unfartunare monarchy, and he knew how tp era-, 
ploy them for his intereft. The waywode of 
-Tran-fylvania fummoned in the plains of Racos, 
near Fell, all; the nobility and gentry that- had 
efcaped from the defeat of Mqhatz j and, fcat- 
X x z terihg 
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£■£ tering goldpleritifully among thefe men, reduced 
v-* to the moft wretched indigence, he got himfelf 
ele&ed king of Hungary, the reigning family 
being extinft. - Stephen Battori, palatine of the 
kingdotjn, at the head of fome noblemen and 
gentlemen, ftrongly oppofed this election.- He 
was equally well born with Zapoli, though lefs 
powerful. His dignity of palatine of Hungary,' 
which made him mediator between the nation 
and the king, when there was one, ought to give 
him the higheft rank in the interreign; bu{ cir- 
cumftances had raifed the waywode of Tran- 
fylvania greatly above him. He could never 
obtain the fuffrages which he had folicited for 
himfelf. The palatine declared, in open diet, 
that this affembly was not lawfully aflembled j 
that he, who had betrayed the nation, had there 
been eletted fovereign; that Zapoli, who found 
both gold and troops to enflave them, had been 
unable to find either for their defence; that, 
being become their tyrant before he became their 
fovereign, he had founded his power only on the 
public misfortunes, and that it was not true that 
the crown of Hungary was vacant, for there ex- 
ifted ancient treaties between the kings Matthias 
and Uladifiaus, on the one part, and the princes 
Frederick and Maximilian of Auftria, on the, 
other, which called the houfe of Auftria to the 
• throne, in default of male iffue in the reigning 
races that the archduke of Auftria, Ferdinand, 

joined 
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joined to all thefe rights his marriage with the 
princefs Anne, fitter of the unfortunate king *—*—' 
Lewis II. j that this prince, the brother of the 
powerful emperor Charles V. was alone capable 
of protecting Hungary and repairing its mis¬ 
fortunes. Thefe complaints’did not hinder Za- 
poli from being crowned at Albaregalis by the 
archbilhop of Strigonia; but * Battori, always'Ftrdin«n* 
pretending that the diet was illegal, protefted* is likewife 
a fecond time in quality of palatine of the king by 
kingdom, and fummoned another diet at,Pref- p“ r ° t * ec 
burg, where he affembled fome nobles, who The Turk* 

0 1 declare 

unariimoufly eleded, for king of Hungary, Fer- gainft him 

in favor of 

dmand archduke of Auftria. z»poiu 

- Zapoli, who had had fufficient credit, courage, 
and money, to mount the throne. Wanted all of 
them when they were requifite to maintain him 
thereon. He had never dreamed of fuch a power¬ 
ful rival as the archduke of Auftria. As foon as 
this prince was proclaimed, a great many of thofe’ 
who had eleded Zapoli, and who ferved in his 
army, haftened to join the party of his adverfary. 

On the news of Ferdinand’s entering Hungary, at 
the head of a powerful* army, John Zapoli, wha 
already refided atBuda, not having been able to 
provifion that place, was obliged to abandon it.' 

The chiefs of his party prefled hirq to march 
againft his enemy, but he betook himfelf to flight. 

’rill Ferdinand came up with him in the plains of' 
Teekay j this prince defeated what remained of 

the 
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&eg *S34 *h e * rm y raifed in Tranfylvania. King John, 
«—> almoft as foon dethroned as ele&ed, fought an 
afylum in Poland with king Sigifnvund his bro¬ 
ther-in-law. He had vainly flattered himfelf 
with finding fuccours there. Sigifmund was 
neither fufficierjtly powerful nor rafh to engage 
the ftates of Poland to try their forces with thofe 
of the houfe of Auftria. He had no thoughts of 
undertaking a war which qould only prove bur- 
denfome to him. King John, reduced to a pri¬ 
vate ftation, got acquainted in Poland with James 
Lafchi, who, having formerly been fent on fome 
negociations, was intimately acquainted with 
Lewis Gritti, the fon of the doge of Venice, 
and who at that time refided at Constantinople. 
The Venetian ambaffador pleafed the grand vi¬ 
zier Ibrahim, and poffeffed all his confidence. 
The intriguing Lafchi, informed of the credit 
which his friend Gritti poffeffed at the Porte, 
refolved to make ufe of it for the intereft of king 
John. He defired permiffion of that prince to 
folicit for him (ecretly. King John, who woqld 
fain recover his throne at any price, fent Lafchi 
to Conftantinople, charged with the broken re¬ 
mains of his fortune ; for nothing is to be done 
at the Porte Without prefents. A great many of 
tbofe, who remained attached to king John, 
blamed the ftep he was taking to call into his 
country the molt powerful enemies of the Hun¬ 
garian monarchy. But his ambition would not 

permit 
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permit him to reflect on the confequences. All ££ 

thofe from whom he could procure fuccours ' — 
appeared to him his friends or brothers. The 
Venetian ambaflMbr introduced Lafchi to the 
grand vizier, who, in the propofed expedition, 
faw at the fame time both dignity and advan¬ 
tage for the Porte. It was worthy of the 
Turkilh ernpefor to reftore an oppreflfed prince 
his crown, and his intereft to make that cro'wn 
Conftantly tributary to his own. Moreover, as 
gold penetrates to the tnoft inaccelfible places, 
the fubtle Lafchi found means to intereft for hTs 
matter the prineds, Solyman’s lifter, the wife 
of the grand vizier, whom this mihifter paffion- 
ately loved, and the valid fultanefs. (This is 
the appellation given at the Porte to the mother 
of the reigning emperor.) Thefe fiiltanefies 
materially ferved king John. The archduke 
Ferdinand of Auftria, “who aflumed likewife the 
title of king of Hungary, and who was effectively 
in poffelfton of the kingdom, having teamed the 
Secret proceedings carrying on at the Porte in 
favor of his rival, font an ambaifador to the 
Turkilh emperor, to remind him of the ancient 
treaties between the kings of Hungary his pre- 
decelfors, and the fultans. 'Solyman would rather- 
conquer a fdvereigney from a€hriftian prince, 
than keep, the engagements of his anceftorsj 
befides, he anxioufly defired to tfiafce trial of his- 
arms. 


Ferdinand's 
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J.C.1J2S. Ferdinand’s;ambaflador was fent back alrnoft 

*>eg. 934. ' ' 1 . 

v-v—' without a hearing. It is true that the archduke 
demanded the reft : tucion of the places ufurped 
under Lewis II.; this was the pretext of the 
rupture. At the fame time Lafchi was inverted 
the : character Of, ambaflador from Hungary. 
Having been introduced to the audience of the 
grand feignior, the prince folep^nly promifed him 
to protect his matter, and re-eftablilh- him 05 
the throve from, which; he had been fo unjuftly 
driven. ~;Thefe alfuranpes reittored courage to 
king Johp^and all the fecret partisans that he had 
in Hungary. Thefe laft aflifted him with fome 
money, with which he railed four thoufand; men 
in Poland, and he fent this little army towards 
Caffovia, to .found the country, ’till the forces, 
promifed him by^Solymancame. . Letterato, who, 
commanded the four thoufand Poles, defeated 
the few troops which the Auftrians had been able 
to aflemble againft him, Ferdinand left Hun¬ 
gary to go and levy- foldiers. in Germany, and 
king John returned in arms to this kingdom, 
from whence he had been fo ignominioufly driven 
the preceding year. 

70.1529 Meanwhile, the TurkUh army aflembledat, 

“**• 935* Belgrade. Solyman, who defigned to command, 
it in perfon, repaired thither about the month of 
March. He found two hundred thoufand men 
... there, janiflaries, lpahis, timarians, gebeggis, bof-. 
tangis, or afaps. Such an army was by no. 

means 
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means neceflary to conquer a kingdom where 
nothing had refilled him two years before.. - The 
fultan patted the Save, and went to Sirmich, coid^u 
where king John was waiting for .him. He ft",? - 
received by Solyman with all the fuperiority that ”“h!h 7 id 
a Turkilh emperor thinks he ought to. aflume ®[ m a y 8 ”^ t e 
over a Chriftian prince.whom he deigns to pro- ^own*' 
tedl. He gave him his hand to kifs, and affured * ra ‘ fc ”- 
him, that, he would immediately replace him on Vienna > 

, whichheis 

his throne. In other refpects king John was obliged to 
treated at the Turkifh camp with a great deal of fiegeof. 
magnificence s his table was fumptuoufly ferved. 

He had a guard of janiflaries appointed for his 
perfon. Ibrahim, who reigned in the name of 
his matter, fhewed the king of Hungary the kind* 
nefs and generofity of an equal, who ferves his 
unfortunate friend. The Ottoman army advanced 
as far as Buda, without meeting with the leaft 
refiftance. Nadafti, who commanded in the 
place, thought he fiiould be able to defend it 
fome time; but the officers of the garrifon, 
frighted at the number of the enemy, furprifed 
their general i bound him, and then capitulated 
with the Turks as if he had been abfent. Soly¬ 
man, having learned the particulars of this capi¬ 
tulation, either through abhorrence or a pretext 
for fatisfying his cruelty, fent Nadafti to Ferdi¬ 
nand’s army, and had all the garrifon put to the 
fword. He left in Buda five thoufand infantiy 
and two thoufand horfe, to guard the place and 

Y y keep 
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'Pgh*# the neighbouring country in fubje&ion j 
v—» after which, he advanced With his army along 
the borders of the Danube^ bringing with him 
his vaftal for whom he conquered, and inyefted 
Novigrad and Comorra, which furrendered by 
capitulation. He took Altenburg by aiTault, and 
delivered it up to pillage: he lrkewife took Ovarj 
tod all the fortreffes oil the Danube, in which 
there were only very weak garrifons. The Turki 
ravaged with exceffive cruelty this country which 
they were not conquering for therhfelves. Mean- 
While, Ferdinand collected Forces in the circles of 
Germany j he had time to throw twenty thoufynd 
men info Vienna, a town hotter fortified than any 
qf thofe. which the Ottomans had juft conquered, 
the barrier of the Auftrian dominions. Where, he 
hoped to ftop the torrent that had laid wafte 
Hungary. And indeed this kingdom, already 
ruined by the Turks under Lewis II. was Open 
on all fides to any one that would enter. There 
were no longer either fortifications, or foldiers, 
or provifions, or money. John Zapoli feemed 
defigned to reign over a vaft dcfert only. 

When the Ottomans had effectually ruined all 
thefe towns, the fultan marched to Vienna, where 
;.c.i 5 t 9 . he did not arrive 'till the ijth of September. A 
Hvg ’ 9361 continual rain had fwelled the Danube, to fuch 
a degree, that, this river, overflowing its banks, 
had rendered the roads impaflable, ahd retarded 
the march of the army. This obftacle, fo favor¬ 
able 
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able to Ferdinand, gave him time to provifion 
Vienna, whilft the Turkilh convoys were unable v — 
to pafs. Solyman’s tents covered all the plains 
around the city, and occupied more than fix miles 
of the environs. This formidable fight no 
way frighted Philip, count palatine of the Rhine, 
who commanded in Vienna. His whole garrifoa 
had been proved in the wars of Charles V. and 
his artillery was well ferved : he made a vigorous 
and able refinance againft thefe foldiers accuf- 
fiomed, for feveral years paft, gather to purfue 
than to 1 fight. The attack and the defence of 
Vienna were on both fides as fmart as it was pof- 
jfibLe for them to be. Every thing that prudence 
.or valour could fuggeft was made ufe of during 
one .month and fome days. Solyman loft forty 
thoufand men there, and the befieged more than 
ten. At length provifions failing the Turks, who 
were unable to procure any from Hungary, and 
the feafon daily becoming worfe, the fultan was 
obliged to raife the fiege, whatever repugnance 
he might have, for it was impoffible *q prolong 
it. He had ravaged the environs of Vienna as 
much through neceffity as hatred, and he did not 
abandon his enterprife, ’till his foldiers, worn out 
with hunger, expired in -the trenches, which the 
continual raifs filled with water,; $i*e of every 
effort to keep them dry. 

Rut Solyman, wifbing to conceal from the ene¬ 
my the difgrace of this retreat, fet at liberty fome 
Yy 2 German 
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He places 
Saint Ste¬ 
phen’s 
crown on 
king 
John’s 
Bead. 


Bogdan. 

prince of 

Moldavia, 

becomes 

tributary 

to the 

Turks. 


German prifoners, whom he caufed to be magni¬ 
ficently clothed, and fent them back to the city, 
with orders to tell their commanders, that the 
fultan’s real uefign had never been to take Vienna; 
that he fought Ferdinand, in order to decide, by 
a battle, the dilpute of. the crown of Hungary; 
that not having met the archduke at Vienna, he 
had juft tried the valour of his foldiers, whom he 
had favoured becaufe he efteemed them. After 
having thus difguiled his weaknefs under a falfe 
appearance of generofity, he conducted his army 
back to Buda, where he placed with his own hands 
the crown of king Saint Stephen on the head of 
John Zapoli. This is the cuftomary ceremony at 
the coronation of all the kings of Hungary. 
Solyman difplayed on this occafion a pomp which 
formed a linking contrail with the mifery of the 
people. He gave lelfons of juftice and lenity to 
this prince, whofe dominions he had defolated 
before and after having acknowledged him for king 
of Hungary, recommending him to take care of his 
fubjefts, of whom he, the emperor, was dragging 
a vaft number in captivity to Conftantinople. 

The fultan, on his return to his capital, lent 
fix tlioufand Turks to king John, to maintain him 
in polfeffion of the deferts bathed with blood 
which he left him mailer of.- He gave the com¬ 
mand of thefe troops to Gritti the Venetian, under 
the authority of John Zapoli, Solyman was en¬ 
deavouring to forget the raifing of the liege of 

Vienna, 
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Vienna, by felicitating himfelf with having giyen f c -‘5*9- 
a kingdom, when he himfelf gained a fovereignty w -»» 
which he owed only to his reputation. Bogdan, 
prince of Moldavia,, fent an ambafiador to Con- 
ftrantinople, to offer the fultan to put his eftates 
under the protedtion of his highnefs, in order to 
their becoming fiefs of the empire, on condition, 
that the exercife of the Chriftian religion fhould 
be preferved there, and that the two Moldavias 
lhould, at all times, be protefted by the Turks. 

Soon after, prince Bogdan arrived in perfon at 
the court of the grand feignior; he prefented, to 
his new lord, four thoufand crowns of gold, forty 
mares with foal, and twenty-four falcons, engaging 
to pay the Porte yearly, the fame rent as a mark 
of feodal fubmifiion. 

The emperor received BOgdan with much dif- j.c.153* 
tin&ion. He ordered the robe of honor to be “ c f.‘ 9 . 36 ‘ 

Feftivals 

given him, which is granted only to the firft per- 
fonages of the empire, and the cucca or tuft of eumdfion 
egret’s feathers, which the prince of Moldavia pews 
alone, of all the Chriftian prinfces, has a right to 
wear. Sol y man joined, to the entertainments 
which he gave this prince, the circumcifion of 
three fons, whom he had had by as many concu¬ 
bines ; for the Ottoman monarchs no longer 
thoughtjt confident with their dignity to bind 
themfelves by matrimonial ties. It is at the 
ceremony of circumcifion, that the Orientals 
give names to their children. One of the princes 

was 
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was cdled Muftapha, the fecond Mahomet, and 
the third Selim. Cantimar reports, that the 
Turks took for a very bad omen, that, in a com¬ 
bat of animals fought during this feftival, a wild 
boar beat a lion, in fuch a manner, that this ani¬ 
mal, in general fo terrible, was obliged to flee. 
The Muffulmen look on the boar as the emblem 
of the Chriftians, and the lion as their own. 
j.c.1531. For two years, the fultan and his minifter were 
h 4”9 37 , bufily employed about the maritime commerce, 
and arming corfairs againft the knights of Saint 
John, whom Charles V. had juft eftablifhed at 
Malta in full fovereignty, under the Ample annual 
acknowledgment of a falcon. Thefe irrecon¬ 
cilable enemies of the Muffulmen had already 
armed cruifers to pillage their convoys and re¬ 
gain by degrees what they had loft by abandoning 
the ifle of Rhodes. Solyman would fain have 
had it In his power to tranfport toConftantinople 
all the commerce carried on at Alexandria, Alep¬ 
po, and the other ports of Turkey. The love of 
the emperor for his capital made him wilh to 
people and enrich it at the expence of all his 
other poffeffions. 

Sciyman The affairs of Hungary recalled the fultan into 

marches to w 4 

theaflif- that unfortunate kingdom. King Ferdinand of 
John za- Auftria, after having taken fome places that were 
returns to not defended, came and befieged king John in 
pie after Buda his capital. He was on the point of taking 
paign is his rival prifoner, and getting full pofleflion of 
#ver - the 
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the throne, when the troops which the bafhaw of 
Belgrade commanded came to his relief. John, He 8^93» 
delivered from the greateft danger he had ever & 939- 
experienced, handfomely rewarded the bafhaw; 
but the latter fo inhumanly pillaged all the 
towns from which he had driven the Auftrians* 
that, it is faid, the unfortunate prince fhed tears 
at the misfortunes of his country* Seeing that 
his protestors gave him occafion to hate them as 
much as his enemies, he endeavoured to make 
peace with Ferdinand of Auftria, by offering him 
to divide the kingdom. Ferdinand was juft 
made king of the Romans, confequently, in¬ 
tended to fucceed Charles V. his brother, on the 
weftern throne. As he flattered himfelf with re¬ 


ceiving afliftance from this powerful empire, he 
did not think it compatible with his dignity to 
divide a crown, vfhich, he beaded, belonged to 
him both by an alliance and a lawful election, 
with him whom he called an adventurer and 
ufurper. In order to deprive him of every fup-r 
port, he fent an embafiy to Solyman; but the 
Turkifh emperor was the natural enemy of the 
fucceflor of Charles V. He was interefted in 
preventing the houfe of Auftria from becoming 
too powerful. As much through intcreft as 
honor, he remained faithful to his word, and 
prepared, though flowly, an armament to feeure 
Hungary to his vaffal. 


Charles 
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jM“. 1533. Charles V. on his fide, affembled at a great 
*—v—» expence a eombined army from all the circles of 
the empire, and came to take the command of it 
in the plains of Vienna, where Solyman had pub- 
lifhed that he meant to try his forces with thofe 
of his enemy. But thefe two haughty rivals 
menaced one another only at a great diftance; 
The grand feignior’s army appeared rather late 
on the confines of Hungary; it was flopped at 
the fiege of Guntz, where eight hundred Germans 
effeftually withftood an army of more than a hun¬ 
dred thoufand men. At length, after keeping the 
trenches open a month, defpairing of taking this 
paltry town, he was Obliged to leave it. He was 
not more fortunate at the fiege of Strigonia. 
Some authors pretend that the grand vizier 
Ibrahim, who longed to make war in. Perfia, 
.wantedto diiguft his mafter with that of Hungary; 
and that he had alfo been corrupted by Ferdi¬ 
nand’s gold. Be that as it may, the Turks, after 
having loft fifteen thoufand men before the place, 
feeing the winter coming on, and new intrench- 
ments behind thofe which the cannon had beaten 
down, retreated towards Adrianople. Charles 
V. who had been waiting in the plains of Vienna, 
made no advantage of the retreat of the Turks; 
taken up with objefts more interefting both for 
him and his pofterity, he repafied into Italy, leav¬ 
ing his brother Ferdinand ten thoufand Italians 
only, who mutinied foon after. The Germans, 

whq 
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who followed the king of the Romans, had 
likewife thefe new enemies to fight. The king- '—v—^ 
dom of Hungary, confumed by the pretenfions 
of thefe two kings, became the conqueft of nei¬ 
ther : both being deprived of the fuccours of £w*e” ent 
their prote&ors, were conftrained to' divide what y® g , W of 
neither could take by force. They agreed, that Hunsary ' 
both lhould retain the title of king of Hungary j 
that each fhould remain in pofiefiion of what he 
occupied at the time of the treaty; and that, 
after the death of John Zapoli, the whole kingr 
dom fhould belong to Ferdinand and his pofterity, 
except Tranfylvania, which fhould remain in full 
fovereignty to king John’s eldeft fon. Solyman 
and the emperor of the Weft acceded to the 
treaty. The Ottoman monarch feemed to re¬ 
nounce his intereft and policy; but we fhall foon 
fee that he did not confider himfelf bound by the 
agreement which two Chriftians had made be¬ 
tween themfelves. During the Hungarian war, 
or rather whilft the two emperors were deli¬ 
berating if they fhould march againft each other, 

Doria, Charles V.’s admiral, took Coron from the 
Turks. This town was given up at the peace in 
order to get Solyman to accede to the treaty. 


In the beginning of the year 1534, a war 
with Perfia was refolved on. Ibrahim was deter¬ 



mined to divert the emperor from the wars of the 


Weft, gained, as it is faid, by the gold of the 
houfe of Auftria, and retaining in the bottom of 


Zz 


his 
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h’J.' 940* his heart an ancient refpeft for the Chriftian re- 
ligion, which he had once profefled. He made a 
["gib' fe " P retext f° me hoftilities which the Perfian go¬ 
vernors had committed on the confines of the 
empire. Though Solyman was always equally 
docile to the advice of his grand vizier, this 
powerful minifter had enemies in the feraglio, 
and in the very heart of his mafter. The 
one was Zulema, the mother of the emperor,, 
and the other Roxalana, the favorite fliltanels. 
Thefe two women, jealous of the minifter’s cre¬ 
dit, often made ufe of the rights of nature and 
love, in oppofition to the blind confidence which 
Solyman devoted to him. Though their dif- 
courfe at firft made but little impreffion, it was 
more than could be expe&ed that the (ultan 
would confcnt to hear them. Roxalana had ftill 
greater intereft than Zulema to ruin Ibrahim, 
because this minifter (hewed an open attachment 
to Muftapha, the eldeft of the princes, whom 
Solyman had had by another woman. The 
favourite fultanefs was burning with defire of 
feeing one day one of her fons poffefs the throne 
of his father, to the prejudice of Muftapha his 
eldeft, whom Ihe particularly hated becaufe he 
was born of her mortal enemy. The mother 
of Muftapha, whom hiftory calls only the Cir¬ 
cadian, had been pafiionately beloved by the 
emperor. This woman, imperious and jealous, 
perceiving that Roxalana attracted the eyes of 

Solyman, 
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Solyman, forbade the young Have, a Ruffian by '534- 
birth, whom fhe thought fhe had a right to com- *>—• 
mand, to dare appear again before the fultan. 
Roxalana, well knowing that the mailer's favor 
alone regulates tank in the haram, took no notice, 
of her rival’s orders. The Circaffian punilhed 
her by tearing her face in fuch a manner, that 
the Ruffian durft not appear again before the 
emperor. Solyman, aftonilhed at no longer 
feeing the young Have whpm he already lovecf, 
inquired the caufe of her abfence; he had 
no fooner difcovered it, than he fell into a. 
violent rage, and having had the Circaffian 
punilhed in her turn, he confined her in the 
old feraglio, which, fince that time, is become 
the refidence of the difgraced fultanefles, and, 
in general, of all the women who are no longer 
capable of pleafing the fultan. From this day, 
Roxalana pofielTed alone the heart of her mailer, 
and fhe conceived a violent hatred for the fon of 
the woman .who had injured her. 

The intrigues of the feraglio, which Ibrahim War wUh 
could not be ignorant of, induced him to exert Pcrfia ‘ 
all his interell to get his mailer away from Con- take Tau- 
ftantinople, and particularly to make ufe of his ns ‘ 
credit againll the wilhes of the fultanelTes, who 
were unceafingly repeating to the fultan, that the 
Perfian wars had always been fatal to the Otto¬ 
mans. There was at the Porte an old Perfian 
fatrap, who had been obliged to leave Perfia in 
Z z 2 confequence 
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J;c- >534. confequence of fome mifdemeanor, and whofc 

Heg. 940. * ^ 

«—v—' vindidtive foul fought to carry the flames of war 
into his country. The vizier prefcnted this man 
toSolyman; the Perfian exaggerated the facility 
of conquering this rich kingdom, and promifed 
the monarch to fhew him how it might be eafily 
effected. A magician, whom Ibrahim caufed 
hkewife to be liftened to, declared, from the rules 
of his art, that the expedition would be attended 
with the greateft fuccefs. The mufti faid, that 
it would be a meritorious work to fubjugate thefe 
'corrupters of the Mahometan law, in order to 
punilh them, or bring them back to the true be¬ 
lief. At length, Ibrahim made all, but the mo¬ 
ther and the miftrefs of the emperor, fpeak to his 
wifhes. The war was foon determined on. The 
fultan detached Calaman, the Perfian governor 
who had offered to fhew the way, at the head of 
thirty thoufand men. This traitor, incited by his 
hatred, after having prepared the troops on the 
road that were to join Ibrahim who followed him, 
arrived before Tauris, which the governor pre- 
fbntly abandoned, not thinking himfelf fufficiently 
ftrong to refill: an army which fear increafed in 
his eyes. Ifhmael was dead: the throne of Perfia 
was poffeffed by Tachmas his fon. This prince 
knew, that the deferts which furround Perfia 
are the moft powerful fortifications againft the 
jnvafion of the Turks. He ordered the few 
habitations that were there to be deftroyed, and 

fent 
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fent but an army of obfervation, with orders not J- c *534* 

* Heg. 940, 

to advance into the country. Tachmas hoped -v— J » 

that the intemperature of the air and the drynefs 

of the climate would overcome the Turks with 
_ « 

more certainty than numerous armies. The 
Perfian army remained under the cannon of 
Sultania, a town about eight days mareh from 
Tauris. The Ottomans, divided into two corps, 
followed at a fmall diftance the flying camp of 
Calaman. The firft of thefe two divifions, com¬ 
manded by Ibrahim, arrived before Tauris twelve 
days after the furrender of that place. The em¬ 
peror and his fon followed fix days after, at the 
head of the fecond. There were now two hun¬ 
dred and fifty thoufand men in the environs of 
Tauris. Calaman was fent on a fecond time 
before, to difcover the intentions of the Perfians. 

This'general, after a painful march, during which 
fatigue alone made him lbfe fome of his men, 
found the Perfian cavalry numerous and immove¬ 
able under the cannon of Sultania; he had not 
troops enough to rifle attacking them. The re¬ 
turn of Calaman ipformed Solyman, that he muft 
feek the Perfians a great way off, before he could 
engage them. What had already happened in 
the Perfian wars, happened to this prince: the 
Ottomans fuffered in thefe deferts in proportion 
to the forces that they had brought there; even 
their precautions turned againft them. The 
quantity of provifions and ammunition requiring 

more 



HISTORY of the OTTOMANS. 


358 

j.c.1534. mor e beafts of burden, the nourifliment of, id 

Hcg- 940* # 

v—^ many animals became impoffible. They were 
obliged to kill a great number of them to prevent 
their perilhing. through mifery. The heat and 
drought, the infe&s, the aridity of the fands and 
the corruption, of the meat, foon brought on 
fcarcity, difeafes, and all the infeparable confe- 
quences of fo many fcourges. 

Meanwhile the Perlian monarch had his eyes 
open on his enemy, and congratulated himfelf 
on having already overcome him by his patience 
They ad- and good copduft. Whilft Solyman’s army was 
thTdef«ts wafting in the deferts of Perfia, Tachmas, at the 
ThePerfi- head of the beft of his troops, marched by another 
by S another road towards Tauris, in which he knew, that the 
"cover nd Turk had left but a very weak garrifon. Whe- 
Taum. t j ier the p €r fians were better able than other 

.. J 

people to bpar the intemperature of their climate 
and the aridity of their fands, or, what is more 
probable, that they were better acquainted with 
the country, and that it was eafier to proyifion 
forty thoufand men there than.two hundred and 
fifty thoufand, the l^ing of Perfia arrived fortu¬ 
nately at Tauris, and ftijl more fortunately took 
pofieffion of it in prefence of the Turkilh bafhaw, 
commanding in the place, who could not perfuade 
himfelf that it was pofiibje for the Perfians to 
arrive there, without having deftroyed the Turkilh 
, army. He did not make the leaft refiftance. 
The few troops that had been left under his 

command 1 
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tommand were prefently difperfed; their gene- £C- r 5M- 
ral, who dreaded the chaftifement of his cowar- *—■v—* 
dice, gave them the example of flight. 

All thefe misfortunes afflicted Solyman, to fiifch 
a degree, that he began to complain grievoufly 
of the enterprise in which his minifter had fa 
rafhly engaged him. Thefe were the firft re¬ 
proaches that Ibrahim had ever received from his 
matter. He endeavoured to ftifie them by pro¬ 
curing him conquefts which coft no blood. Ca- 
laman, the Perfian fugitive, the confident of the 
minifter, who had advifed ftill more than the 
vizier the war againft his country, found means 
to corrupt his friend Mahomet, who commanded 
at Bagdad for the fophi Tachmas. The old fa- 
trap repaired thither in difguife; the gold and pro- 
mifes of Ibrahim, and the hopes of a government 
for life, whilft thofe of Perfia lafted only three 
years, dazzled Mahomet; he promifed to deliver 
up the town and all the country belonging to it. 

As the winter was approaching, Solyman dragged 
thither his languiihing army. On his arrival on 
the borders of the Euphrates, which he found as 
fertile as the country that he quitted was wretched, 
he caufed the remains of his troops to be cantoned 
there. The fultan received reinforcements from 
Alexandria, the two Syrias, Judea, and Comagen, 
the fangiacs of which flocked to him with their 
timariafls. The pleafures of Bagdad made So- 
lyman forget for fome time what he had fuffered 

in 
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£C. J535- in the deferts of Perfia j and as pompous titles 
* 942* flatter the vanity of the Turks, he caufed himfelf 
to be crowned at Bagdad king of that immenfe 
country, as if he had effectively conquered it. 

The Per . As foon as the rigour of the feafon was abated, 
foTthe a t the ( grand feignior, whom experience could not 
Turk;* corre £t and who ardently defired to engage 
TVras Tachmas, began his march at the head of an army 
forp C rife“ y almoft renewed, to feek this prince, who took 
and b«t. the greateft care to avoid him. The king of 
Periia had employed the time which Solyman had 
paffed at Bagdad, in laying wafte more and more 
all the plains on both fides of Tauris. This 
prince no longer found either enemies or pro- 
vifions but when he attempted to penetrate into 
Perfia. Always combating the elements, thirft, 
and hunger, he returned to Tauris. And indeed, 
never was the facking of a town more dreadful; 
they burnt whole edifices, in which a number of 
unfortunate people had in vain fought an afylum. 
After Solyman’s foldiers had ,flaughtered a t their 
leifure, old men, women* and children, to avenge 
themfelves for the misfortunes which they had 
fufFered, the army fet out to return to Turkey. 
Tachmas had fent a corps of troops by the by¬ 
roads, which lay wait for the enemy at the foot of 
mount Taurus. The Ottomans, who began to 
find provifiom, and who did not expert an army, 
were refigning themfelves to diforder and the 
pleafure of pillaging •, all their troops were dif- 
' perfed i 
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perfed; ~ when they were attacked in the middle *»s* 
of the night. The fire which the advanced guard , & 9^ 2 -. 
of the Perfi^ns ,fetto the Turkilh camp, only 
gave light to the carnage. The fack of Tauris 
find the lofs of Bagdad were cruelly avenged. 

The Perfians retired, loaded with almoft all the 
booty which their enemies had made in their 
country^ and - dragging .after them a multitude of 
/JavxSj horfes, and beafts of burden. - r 
Solyman, whom vi&ory had ’till then always 
accompanied* fever,ely fe)t this lofs. He called 
to mind with forrpw the counfels of Zulema and The two 

' - , - ii- fultaneffes 

Rojca^an.a: he repeated often, that his women accufe 1- 
were more prudent and better informed than the fucceed in 
yizier, the mufti ? and all the nainifters and ma- ftrlngfed* 
gicians pf the empire, who had made him under¬ 
take a war rather againft the elements than .a 
powerful enemy * that near two hundred thoufand 
men had perifhed in two years for the foie con- 
cjueft of Bagdad, which he could not flatter him- 
fejf with preferying more than Selim had done. 

On his return to Conftantinople, the fultan was 
received with as much joy as if ,his enterprife 
had been crowned with the happieft fuccefs. The 
people ran out in crowds to meet him * he en- • 
teted through the gardens of the feraglio, the 
ground of which was covered with precious car¬ 
pets. The town was illuminated for feveral days * 
but this pomp could not calm the emperor’s 
mind. The yizier had, in the feraglio of Con- 

3 A ftantinople, 
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” 5 -ftandnopk, enemi es more dangerous than'thofc 
t & that he hacf met on the confines of Perfia.' Rox¬ 
alana, after an abfence of near two years, refumed 
all her influence over the heart of Solyman. The 
Turkifh women are at the fame time flaves and 
abfolute miftreflcs. The obedience and fear in 
which they are brought up from their infancy 
render them only more powerful when they find 
means to pleafe their tyrants/ Roxalana, after 
having exaggerated to her 'Walter the 1 torments 
which his abfence and dangers had coft her, af- 
fured him, that his minifter had a fecret corre- 
fpondence with the European powers, and that 
'the intereftof Ferdinand of Auftria was the foie 
caufe of this unfortunate war;' The valid ful- 
tanefs, Zulemay furnifhed the emperor with wri¬ 
tings true or falfe, which the careffes of the filbtil 
Roxalana made him believe fuch as they wifhed $ 
among others, the dying declaration of the def- 
terdar of the army, ftrangled a few days before 
for his mifdemeanors. This officer, either thro’ 
vengeance or the hopes of meriting fdrgivenefs 
in the other life, had written at his deathi that 
every thing with which he was reproached had 
been done by order of Ibrahim. The Turks 
place great-confidence in the confefiion of a-man 
who dies by the hands of the executioner. The 
grand vizier’s death was determined on in fecret 
between three perfons, one of whom had loved, 
and the other ,two had feared him all their life. 

But 
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But the emperor never thought of confronting 
his favorite, or fumiftiing him with the means of ex- 9 + z - f 

culpatipg.hirpfelf. , Ibrahim had always had, and 
ftill -preferved at the time of his condemnation* 
fuch an afcendency over his matter, that the 
fultan dreaded the pfefence df this fervant whom 
he believed a traitor, and whom he confented 
to have, jsrut to death* The grand vizier was 
ftraingled while alleep, and never knew that his 
matter had condemned him. 

. The Perfian war and the death of, Ibrahim Barb«off* 
were not the only remarkable events of this coniiant;- 
period. Whilft Solyman was Peeking, conqueffo “rig’m. 
in Afia, kingdoms ;im Africa were conquered 
and loft in his,name* iThis prince had always 
been jealous of the Chriftian marine, greatly fu- 
perior. to his, and particularly of the fuccefs of 
Andrew Doria, Charles V.’s admiral, who had 
taken Coron from him* a very important maritime 
place* Solyman had in vain fought among his 
fubje$s a riyal to oppofe to this celebrated ma¬ 
riner : not one of his feamen united the quali¬ 
fications fo neceffary in this profeffion. At 
length, before his expedition to Perfia, he found, 
among the Moors of Africa, what his own domi¬ 
nions had been unable to furnilh him with. This 
great feaman was Aliaden, celebrated under the 
name of Barbaroffa, fovereign, or rather ufurper, 
qf Algiers. We fhould give fome account of 
thjs Moor, -who afted fo great a part in the 

3 A 2. hiftory 
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^iftory of So ly mail. AliadCtt or Barbaroffa was 
*_& the fon of a potter Of Metelirt; he had one bro¬ 
ther and both, frbtfi their earlieft years, had 
quitted the trade of thdf father for that of a pi¬ 
rate. They had both filch great talehrs and 
courage, that, after having for a long time defo*- 
lated the eoarts Of Spain and Italy, they fiibdued 
Algiers, which was only a receptacle of freebooters 
like themfelves. Barbatoffa's eldeft brother be¬ 
came fovereign of thefe pirates, but died food 
after without children/' nr. Barbaroffa had no 
difficulty to fucceed him, and he continued 
with his fubje&s, or rather aceomplicesi the 
piracies which formed the folft revenues of his 
fovereignty. Sinart fcafliaW and Ibrahim pre¬ 
vailed on this fovereign to cbme qnd ferve their 
common matter. Solyman promifed to raife him 
inftantly to r the dignity of bafhiw of the bench 
and captain baffiaw, or fole balhaw of the fta. 
Barbaroffa, who would rather ferve thefultan than 
fight him, confented to leave Algiers to come to 
Barbaroffa Conftantinople. \ He brought with him another 
Co" ft anti- adventurer, whofe preteafions might provfeufeful 
pretender t0 t ^ e Turkifh emperor. This was Alrafchid 
throne of ^ ^ on th®-ufurper of Tunis. This petty 
Tunis, kingdom, fituated on the eoaft of Barbary, be¬ 
tween Tripoli and Algiers 1 , had formerly been 
purloined from the authority of the king of Mo¬ 
rocco, by a governor, called Mahomet, whb, 
having taken advantage of the Spaniards* vi&ories 

over 
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over the Moors, had made himfelf independent. ism* 
This Mahomet had had thirty-four fons by dif- & li¬ 
ferent concubines. The youngeft, called Muley 
Hafcen, inconfequenceof the abfolutepowfer which 
his mother had found means to ufurp over a filly, 
unjuft old man, was publicly declared his father’* 
fucceflor. On the death of the old ufurper, Muley 
Hafcen, being mafter of the liberty of his bro¬ 
thers, ordered them all to be put to death. One 
of them found means tb efcape, arid fled-to Algiers 
to folicit the protection of Barb&rofla, who was 
already preparing to gb to Conftantinople.. Al- 
fafchid, that was the name of the fugitive Moor, 
was obliged to follow the fovereign of Algiers to 
Conftantinople, who promifed him the protection 
of the moft powerful of all the followers of 
Mahomet. Barbarofifa’s fleet was compofed 
of forty-three veflels', part pinks, part galleys, 
which, throughout the - voyage, pillaged the 
coafts. On his arrival at Conftantinople, he 
prefented the emperor with feveral young girls 
richly dreffed and of uncommon beauty; he gave 
him likewife lions, leopards, and other African 
wild beafts; but the moft confiderable prefent of 
all was the perfon of Alrafchid, whofe pretenfions . 
furnilhed Solyman with a pretext for making 
himfelf mafter of Tunis. 

The Moorilh prince was received by Ibrahim, 
and even bv the grand feignior, in the moft flat- ottoman 

J _ fleet to 

tering manner, fo much fo, that Alrafchid did feize on 

0 Tunis, 

n,ot 
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i'fg'.'llii not ^ ou bt bur an armament which was prepared 

^ at a great expence, immediately after the arrival 
ofBarbaroffa, was defigned to place him on the 
throne of Tunis. All his followers, and even 
the principal officers of the fleet, believed it as< 
well as himfelf. But, the evening before the em- 
barcation, Alrafchid was arrefted in the feraglio, fo 
fecretly, that only Barbaroffa and, three of his in¬ 
timate confidents knew that the Moorifh prince 
would not be in the fleet. The day of the 
embarcation, Barbaroffa, going on board his 
veffel, followed a kind of covered litter, in which 
the officers whifpered to one another that Al¬ 
rafchid was concealed. Thus, there were in the 
fleet three different opinions on their deftination. 
Barbaroffa and his moft intimate confidents alone 
knew that they were going to feize on Tunis in the 
name of Solyman. A great many officers Re¬ 
lieved that the fovereign of Algiers was going to 
re-eftablilh Alrafchid on his throne, and the ma¬ 
jority of the army thought, that it. was intended 
only to ravage the coaft of Italy. Barbaroffa, who 
put to fea at the fame time that Solyman fet out 
.for, Perfia, palled at firft the phare of Meffina, 
and caufed fo much terror in the kingdom of 
Naples, that all the peafants forfook the coaft. 
He took fome maritime places along the coaft of 
Calabria} and having fpread terror as far as Na¬ 
ples, and even Rome, he turned all of a ludden 
towards Africa. 


The 
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The fovfereign of Algiers, on his arrival at the 
fortrefs of Goletta, which defends the narrow f 
entrance to the gulf of Tunis, fent an officer to the He tekes 
governor, to declare to him, that he had brought, ^“" e ‘ 5, by 
on, board the fleet, his lawful fovereign, aflifted ""”’ 0 n p g ei( 
by all the forces of the powerful emperor of the 
Turks. This barbarian replied with fmcerity, 
that he was the {lave of events, arid that he 
would acknowledge for his lawful fovereign him 
of the two fons of the 1 aft prinee-who ihould 
prove vi&orious. As it was impoffible to land at 
Tunis without paffing galley by galley under the 
cannon of the Goletta, 1 c was highly requifite 
to get pofFefiion of that fortrefs. Barbarofia fent 
word to the governor, that he muft take his 
choice between a fmart attack arid a' large fum 
of money. The governor did not hefitate. As 
the fleet entered the gulf, the Tunifians learned 
that a numerous arrriy had brought them a new 
matter. Thefe people know no other way of 
fighting than as corfairs; their town, rich and 
extenfive, was without fortifications. Muley 
Hafcen, their king, with whom they were already 
diflatisfied, hoping to appeafe the infurre&ion 
which was railing in favor of his brother, came 
down from the caftle, to fpeak to the multi¬ 
tude ; but the fear of the Turks, their hatred 
of Muley Hafcen, the love of novelty, and 
perhaps likewife a fpirit of juftice, fpoke for Al- 
falchid, Barbarofia, who was preparing for bat¬ 
tle,. 
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jx.1j35.tle, prefently faw the Ihore covered with a dif- 

-Hcg- 941, . 

94 *- armed multitude, who held up their hands to 
him, and filled the air with the name of Alrafchid. 
The Turks debarred, crying, God blefs Solyman! 
God blefs Barbaroffa! The general, having en¬ 
tered the town as in triumph, haftened to get 
poffeflion of the king's c^ftle, around which there 
were fome fortifications defended by artillery 
which commanded Tunis, The Tpnifians, aftp- 
nifhed at not feeing their new mafter, and at hear? 
ing only from the mouth of the Turks the names 
of Solyman and Barbaroffa, loudly demanded Al¬ 
rafchid, Barbaroffa, embarraffed, told the chiefs, 
that he was ill on board his galley, and that hi$ 
fituation would not permit him to be mqyed, 
The latter, beginning to fufped the truth^ear- 
neftly demanded to be ihewn their fovereign; 
but when they were certain that Alrafchid was 
»ot in the fleet, their indignation armed them, 
and they tumultuoufly cried that they would kill 
all thefe traitors. But thefe traitors were nine 
thoufand warlike foldiers, well difciplined, who 
fell in good order on a populace without a chief, 
almoft without arms, and confequently without 
defence. The cannon of the caflle, which Bar¬ 
baroffa had taken great care to get poffeflion of, 
thundered on the town after a daughter of fome 
length: for the refiftance of the Tiinifians did 
not merit the name of a battle. Thole, who 
Remained, were happy to repurcbafe their lives, 

' their 
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their fortunes, thofe of their children, and J> c * J 535- 

Heg. 941, 

the honor of their wives, by an entire fubmiffion. 
Barbaroffa then declared Tunis the conqueft of 
the moft potent emperor Solyman, and added, 
that, for the future, juftice Ihould be admi- 
niftered in his name there. 

The fovereign of Algiers,^believing without chariwv. 
doubt the fortrefs of Goletta impregnable, neg- deavours to 
lefted to fortify the town. Muley Hafcen, who rofla drived 
had taken to flight as foon as he faw himfelf ai»T Tu " 
deferted by his fubje&s, never loft light of his 
vengeance, or of the means of recovering the 
throne of Tunis. He impiored' the afliftance of 
Charles V. This prince, jealous of the Ottoman 
power, was defirous, above every thing, to put 
a -flop to the piracies which defolated the coafts 
-of Italy and Spain. He fent immediately a Ge- 
nOefe to Barbaroffa, charged with a double ne- 
gOciation, which, though contradictory, equally 
fulfilled his objeCt. The envoy ,of Charles, V. 
had orders to offer the Moor the alliance of the 
emperor of the Weft, who would acknowledge 
him for king of Tunis and Algiers, and furnifli 
him even with fuccours to make other conquefts 
on the coaft of. Africa, on the foie condition of 
his holding his crown of that of Spain.' But, 
whilft this negociator feemed to wilh to detach 
Barbaroffa from the interefts of Solyman, he 
propofed fecretly to the inhabitants of Tunis to 
drive out the ufurper, and put the ftate under 
3 B Muley 
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iifg Muley Hafcen, thefon of their king, who had been 

^ 94^ kinghimfelf. The fovereign of Algiers difcover- 
ed this intrigue, and, without relpe&ing the law of 
nations, which the envoy of Charles V. had violated 
the firft, he had him inftantly ftrangled. The : 

Heh»sre. em P eror > difconcerted, lent to the pope, the king 

force* W of France, the king of .Portugal, and Peter Dupont 
the new grand matter of Malta, who had juft 
fucceeded the refpe&able. Yilliers L’Hle Adam, 
to reprefent to thim, that it was their common 
intereft to drive the Turks, and particularly Bar- 
barofla* from, the coaft of Africa. The knights 
of St. John, to whom the emperor of the Weft 
had ceded the fovereignty of Tripoli at the fame 
time with that of the ifle of Malta, could not 
regard Barbarofla but as a dangerous neighbour. 
The Order armed five large; galleys and eighteen 
brigantines, which carried two hundred knights, 
each had two foldiers with him inftead of fer- 
vants; the pope furnilhed twelve galleys, and 
gave up the tenths of Spain for the expence of 
the armament. The prince of Portugal em¬ 
barked himfelf, at the head of fixty veflels or 
frigates of war. 

ckarietv. The rende?vous of all theft forces was at Cag- 

takes the , , , ° 

Goietta. hari, a town in Sardinia, fixty leagues from 
the coaft of Africa. Charles V. departed from 
thence at the head of three hundred fail, carrying 
twenty-five thoufand foot and two thoufand 
horfe, without counting a great number of no¬ 
bility 
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bility and gentry from all the nations of Eu- ’535* 
rope, who embarked as volunteers. The em- * 
peror of the Weft landed in the month of 
June, after a fortunate paflage, at Porto-Farina, 
formerly Utica, a town famous by the death of 
Cato. Meanwhile Barbarofia fought fuccours 
in Gerbes, Tremefen, and the other Moorifh 
ftates, which furnifhed him with ten thoufand 
men. He fent fix thoufand of them to defend 
the Goletta, the real and almoft foie defence of 
Tunis. Charles V. foon invefted this place by 
fea and land, and furioufly, battered in breach 
both from his fleet and the battteries that he 
had raifed on lhore. After feveral days, when 
the breaches were thought pra&icable, the em¬ 
peror ordered four aflaults at the fame time. The 
knights of St. John, under the banner of their 
Order, marched in a body at the head of the firft. 

The Spaniards, Italians, and Germans, attacked the 
three other breaches. The commander of Grolee 
and the knight Copier d’Hieres, of whom the one 
commanded the land forces, and the other carried 
the ftandard of the Order, gave to all their com¬ 
rades the exampie of throwing themfelves into 
the water' in order to reach the foot of the tower 
and there plant ladders. Prodigies of valour 
were performed at all four attacks ;, at length, 
after an obftinate combat of three hours, the 
fortrefs of Goletta was taken by the Chriftians. 

3 B 2 'l he 
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Moorifh troops conduced their retreat fo 
v & well, as to join the main body of their army after 
a confiderable lofs. Charles V, entered the Go- 
letta with king Muley Hafcen : “ Here,” faid he 
to him, “ is the gate by which you lhall return 
“ to take pofleflion of your dominions.” 

The Goletta is twelve miles from Tunis. 
Barbarofia was fenfible that the enemy would not 
give him time to recover himfelf. f}is place was 
bad and unable to fuftain a fiege, efpecially again# 
a victorious army. This general repented, when 
it was too late, of having trufted to a fortrefs 
which he thought impregnable, becaufe he him¬ 
felf had been able to gain it only with gold. 
Barbarofia, who relied neither on the walls of 
Tunis nor its inhabitants, (for his govern¬ 
ment was not confirmed,) thought it beft to bring 
his Turks with him into the open plain j but he 
left in the caftle twenty-two thoufand Chriftians 
of all pations, taken by him or the African 
corfairs who had attached their fortune to his, 
Thefe unfortunate captives were heaped pn one 
another in fubterraneous places called bagnes, 
where, deprived of light, they fuffered at once 
all the horrors of mifery and fervitude. The 
fovereign of Algiers, who did not like to 
' leave behind him fuch dangerous enemies, 
thought it neceflary to have them all put to 
death; but, by a fpirit of equity which fubfifts 
between freebooters united by interefi, he would 

not 
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not difpofe of the lives of fo many flaves, with- J* C * :, S35* 
out the confent of thole to whom they belong- * 9 4 2 - 
ed. The affair being debated in council, the 
avidity of thefe pirates, who flattered them- 
felves with great ranfoms, ftifled their ferocity, 
and made them forget even their own prefer- 
vation. Notwithftanding the advice of Bar- 
barofla and his lieutenant, who repeated feveral 
times that they would repent of this impru¬ 
dence when too late, it was refolved, that the 
Haves, well confined and loaded with chains, 
fhould be left in charge to the vigilance of their 
keepers, whilft the Moors fhould leave the town 
to prevent the attack, Barbarofla’s army, ranged 
in battle, was neither equal in force nor courage 
to that of Charles Y.: all thofe knights of St. John 
pf Jerufalem, all thofe noblemen and gentlemen 
volunteers come from the different countries of 
Chriftendom, who longed to fignalize themfelves 
in arms, and of whom the taking of the Goletta 
had augmented the confidence j thefe fquadrons 
of warriors, tried in the wars of Europe, were in 
much greater number than the janiffaries and 
fpahis, who did not form the half of Barbarofla’s 
army, and who, ferving upder corfairs whom thgy 
hated, with Moors, of whom they neither knew 
the language nor the manner of fighting, de- 
fpaired of the victory before they had begun the 
battle. Thus Barbaroffa’s little army appeared 
with all the confufion of a numerous body 

of 
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J-c. I-S35- of confederates.* Vittory declared in fadl for the 

fieg. 941, 

* 942- Chriftians j and whilft the Moorilh general was 
endeavouring to rally his difperfed foldiers, to 
bring them back in order to Tunis, they per- 
ceived at a confiderable diftance white flags 
flying on the higheft towers of that town, the 
gates fhut, and the fire of the cannon from the 
ramparts, which were difeharged on the firft 
Muflulmen that prelented themfelves. All thefe 
fignals announced the city’s beings in the power 
of the Chriftians. What Barbaroffa had forefeen 
was come to pafs. Though this able and cruel 
corfair had had bafrels of powder placed under 
the flave-houfes, and given orders to the guards 
to blow them up on the firft fufpicion of a revolt, 
thefe brave people had condufted themfelves with 
fo much addrefs and prudence, that they were 
become matters of Tunis before their overlookers 
had fulpe&ed them of the leaft plot. A knight 
of Malta, a Piedmontefe, commander of Turin, 
called Paul Simonei, had found means to gain 
over two renegades of the guard of the Have 
houfe. They had given him files, with which he 
had gotten off his irons. Simonei then took off 
thofe of his companions in flavery, when, with 
one common effort, they feized- on their guard 
and the doors of their prifon, • They had no 
difficulty to find arms in a place the port of which 
was the rendezvous of all the corfairs of Africa. 
Though the fortifications of Tunis were not 

good. 
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V 

good, they were fufficient to ftop Barbarofla’s 
beaten army, which found itfelf between two * m 
fires; the cannon and fmall arms, which played 
on them from the ramparts, kept the Moors from 
entering the town. Whilft Charles V.’s army 
was making a terrible flaughter of thefe difperfed 
foldiers, the Moorilh general retired, with wha^ 
few people he could colled:, to the little town of 
Bonna, formerly Hypona, celebrated for the epifco- 
pacy of St. Aguftin j an d whi lft the emperor was 
loading Simonei with' honors, and replacing 
Muley Hafcen on his throne, Barbarofia prepared 
to make fail for Conftantinople, where he found 
Solyman juft returned from his Perfian expe¬ 
dition, which, as we have feen, had hardly been 
more fortunate than that of Tunis* 
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,ne 4.—For ravijhtd, read ravaged. 

.ine 6th of the note.—For writers, read writing;. 
line 35.—For finijhed by, read, ended in. 

'ine 1 .—For the, read their. 
ine 1 .—Put a comma after inclinations . 
ine |6 —For injuries, read inclemency. 
ine 5.—For offer, read pre/ent. 
ne 34.—Put a comma after perifit. 
ine 2d from the bottom.—For confide, read intrttfi 
ine 28,.—For fevtrity, read auflerity. . 
ine 27.—For at far a place * read as far as a place. 
ine 11 .—For accefs, read excefs. ■ 
ine 22.—For given retreat to, read harboured < 
ine 21.'—For guaranteed, read guarantied. 
ine 8.—For confided, read intrufied, 
ine 3.—For formed, read made. 
ine 18.—For this, read the. 
ine 17.—For defarts, read deferts. 
ne 12-13.—For Jstchcours, read face ours. 
ine 7th of the note.—For confided, read intrufied. 
ine 14.—For deficiency, read deficiency. 
ine 21.—For dr elate, read prelate. 
me 27.—For fifier does, read fifiers do. 
line 5-6.—For invefied the, read invtfled in the. 
line 22.—For with dtfire of, read with the defire of. 










